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^IRST SILESIAN WAR, AWAKENING A GENERAL 
EUROPEAN ONE, BEGINS 

December 1740 — May 1741 


CHAPTER I 
or SCHLESIEK, OR SILESIA 

ScHLESiENj what we call Silesia, lies in elliptic shape, spread 
on the top of Europe, partly girt with mountains, like the 
crown or crest to that part of the Earth ; — highest table- 
land of Germany or of the Cisalpine Countries ; and sending 
rivers into all the seas. The summit or highest level of it is 
in the south-west ; longest diameter is from north-west to 
south-east. From Crossen, whither Friedrich is now driving, 
to the Jablunka Pass, which issues upon Hungary, is above 
^50 miles; the accis^ therefore, or longest diameter, of our 
Ellipse we may call S50 English miles ; — its shortest or 
conjugate diameter, from Friedland in Bohemia (Wallenstein’s 
old Friedland), by Breslau across the Oder to the Polish 
Frontier, is about 100. The total area of Schlesien is 
counted to be soine 20,000 square miles, nearly the third of 
England Proper. 

Schlesien, — will the reader learn to call it by that name 
on occasion ? for in these sad Manuscripts of ours the names 
alternate,— is a fine, fertile, useful and beautiful Country. It 
leans sloping, as we hinted, to the East and to the North ; 

VOL. tv. 
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[iSth-ieth Dec. 1740 

a long curved buttress of Mountains Riesengehirge^ Giant 
Mountains,’ is their best-known name in foreign countries) 
holding it up on the South and West sides. This Giant- 
Mountain Range, — which is a kind of continuation of the 
Saxon-Rohemian ^ Metal Mountains {Erzgebirge) ’ and of the 
straggling Lausitz Mountains, to westward of these, — shapes 
itself like a bill-hook (or elliptically, as was said) : handle 
and hook together may be some £00 miles in length. The 
precipitous side of this is, in general, turned outwards, towards 
Bbhnien, Miihren, Ungarn (Bohemia, Moravia, Hungary, in 
our dialects) ; and Schlesien lies inside, irregularly sloping 
down, towards the Baltic and towards the utmost East. 
From the Bohemian side of these Mountains there rise Two 
Rivers : Elbe, tending for the West ; Morawa for the South ; 
— Morawa, crossing Moravia, gets into the Donau, and thence 
into the Black-Sea ; while Elbe, after intricate adventures 
among the mountains, and then prosperously across the 
plains, is out, with its many ships, into the Atlantic. Two 
rivers, we say, from the Bohemian or steep side : and again, 
from the Silesian side, there rise other Two, the Oder and the 
Weichsel {Vistula)', which start pretty near one another in 
the South-East, and, after wide windings, get both into the 
Baltic, at a good distance apart. 

For the first thirty, or in parts, fifty miles from the Moun- 
tains, Silesia slopes somewhat rapidly ; and is still to be called 
a Hill-country, rugged extensive elevations diversifying it: 
but after that, the slope is gentle, and at length insensible, or 
noticeable only by the way the waters run. From the central 
part of it, Schlesien pictures itself to you as a plain ; growing 
ever flatter, ever sandier, as it abuts on the monotonous 
endless sand-flats of Poland, and the Brandenburg territories; 
nothing but Boundary Stones with their brass inscriptions 
marking where the transition is; and only some Fortified 
Town, not far off, keeping the door of the Country secure in 
that t[uarter. 

On the other hand, the Mountain part of Schlesien is very 
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picturesque; not of Alpine height anywhere (the Schnee- 
Koppe itself is under 6,000 feet), so that verdure and forest 
wood fail almost nowhere among the Mountains ; and multi- 
plex industry, besung by rushing torrents and the swift young 
rivers, nestles itself high up ; and from wheat-husbandry, 
madder and maize husbandry, to damask- weaving, metallurgy, 
charcoal-burning, tar-distillery, Schlesien has many trades, and 
has long been expert and busy at them to a high degree, A 
very pretty Ellipsis, or irregular Oval, on the summit of the 
European Continent ; — ^ like the palm of a left-hand well 
stretched-out, with the Ilicsengcbirge for thumb T said a 
certain Herr to me, stretching out his arm in that fashion 
towards the north-west. Palm, well stretched-out, measuring 
250 miles; and the cross- way 100. There are still beavers 
in Schlesien ; the Katzbach River has gold grains in it, a kind 
of Pactolus not now worth working; and in the scraggy 
lonesome pine-woods, grimy individuals, with kindled mounds 
of pine-branches and smoke carefully kept down by sods, are 
sweating-out a substance which they inform you is to be tar. 

Historical Epochs of Schlesien ; — cifter the Quads and 
Marchmen 

Who first lived in Schlesien, or lived long since in it, there 
is no use in asking, nor in telling if one knew. ‘ The Qiiadi 
and the Lygii,’ says Dryasdust, in a groping manner : Quadi 
and consorts, in the fifth or sixth Century, continues he with 
more confidence, shifted Rome-ward, following the general 
track of contemporaneous mankind ; weak remnant of Quadi 
was thereupon overpowered by Slavic populations, and their 
Country became Polish, which the eastern rim of it still 
essentially is. That was the end of the Quadi in those parts, 
says History. But they cannot speak nor appeal for them- 
selves ; History has them much at discretion. Rude burial 
urns, with a handful of ashes in them, have been dug up in 
difierent places ; these are ail the Archives and Histories the 
Quadi now have. It appears their name signifies WicTced. 
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I'liey are those poor Quadi ( Wiched People) who always go 
along with the Marcomanni {Maixlimen)^ in the beadroll 
Histories one reads ; and I almost guess they must have been 
of the same stock : ^ Wickeds and Borderers ; ’ considered, on 
both sides of the Border, to belong to the Dangerous Classes 
in those times. Two things are certain : First, quad and its 
derivatives have, to this day, in the speech of rustic Germans, 
something of that meaning, — ‘ nefarious,’ at least ^ injurious,’ 

^ hateful, and to be avoided’ : for example, quadde\ ^a nettle- 
burn ’ ; quetscheuy ^ to smash ’ (say, your thumb while hammer- 
ing) ; etc. etc. And then a second thing : The Polish 
equivalent word is Zle (Busching says Zlezi ) ; hence Zfezien, 
Schlesiexiy meaning merely Badleind^ Qw^xdland, what we might 
call Damagitia^ or Country where you get into Trouble. 
That is the etymology, or what passes for such. As to the 
History of Schlesien, hitherwards of these burial urns dug up 
in different places, I notice, as not yet entirely buriable, Three 
Epochs. 

First Epoch I Christianity: a.b. 966. Introduction of Christianity ; to 
tbe length of founding* a Bishoprick that year, so hopeful were the 
aspects I ^Bishoprick of Schmoger* (Schwa^ram, dim little Village still 
discoverable on the Polish frontier, not far from the Town of Namslau) ; 
Bishoprick which, after one removal farther in*ward, got across the Oder, 
to ^ Wratislav,* which we now call Breslau ; and sticks there, as Bishop- 
rick of Breslau, to this day. Year 966 : it was in Adalbert, our Prussian 
Saint and Missionary’s younger time. Preaching, by zealous Polacks, 
must have been going on, while Adalbert, Bright in Nobleness, was 
studying at Magdeburg, and ripening for high things in the general 
estimation. This was a new gift from the Polacks, this of Christianity ; 
an infinitely more important one than that nickname of ^ ZU%icn* or 
' Dama^itia,’ stuck upon the poor Counti’y, had been. 

Second Epoch; Get gradually cut loose from Poland: a.i). 1139-1159. 
Twenty years of great trouble in Poland, which were of lasting benefit to 
Schlesien. In 1189 the Polack King, a very potent Majesty whom we 
could name but do not, died ; and left his Dominions shared by punctual 
be(tuest among his five sons. Punctual bequest did avail : but the eldest 
Son (who was King, and had Schlesien with much else to his share) began 
to encroach, to grasp ; upon which the others rose upon him, flung him 
out into exile; redivided | and hoped now they might have quiet* 
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Hopedj but were disappointed ; and could come to no sure bargain for 
tbe next twenty years^ — not till ^ the eldest brother/ first author of these 
strifes, ^ died an exile in Holstein,* or was just about dying, and had 
agreed to take Schlesien for all claims, and be quiet thenceforth. 

His, this eldest* s, Three Sons did accordingly, in 1159, get Schlesien 
instead of him ; their uncles proving honourable. Schlesien thereby 
was happy enough to get cut loose from Poland, and to continue loose ; 
steering a course of its own ; — parting farther and farther from Poland 
and its habits and fortunes. These Three Sons, of the late Polish Maj esty 
who died in exile in Holstein, are the ^ Piast Dukes,* much talked of in 
Silesian Histories : of whose merits I specify this only, That they so soon 
as possible strove to be German. They were Progenitors of all the ^ Piast 
Dukes,* Proprietors of Schlesien thenceforth, till the last of them died- 
out in 1675,— and a certain Mrhverhruderung they had entered into could 
not take effect at that time. Their merits as Sovereign Dukes seem to 
have been considerable ; a certain piety, wisdom and nobleness of mind 
not rare among them ; and no doubt it was partly their merit, if partly 
also their good luck, that they took to Germany, and leant thitherward ; 
steering looser and looser from Poland, in their new circumstances. 
They themselves by degrees became altogether German ; their Countries, 
by silent immigration, introduction of the arts, the composures and 
sobrieties, became essentially so. On the eastern rim there is still a 
Polack remnant, its tei*ritories very sandy, its condition very bad ; 
remnant which surely ought to cease its Polack jargon, and learn 
some dialect of intelligible Teutsch, as the first condition of improve- 
ment. In all other parts Teutsch reigns ; and Schlesien is a green 
abundant Country ; full of metallurgy, damask-weaving, grain-husbandry, 
— instead of gasconade, gilt anarchy, rags, dirt, and Nie Fozwalam. 

A.,D. 1327 ; Get completely cut loose. The Piast Dukes, who soon ceased 
to be Polish, and hung rather upon Bohemia, and thereby upon Germany, 
made a great step in that direction, when King Johann, old Xoh-Dien 
whom we ought to recollect, persuaded most of them, all of them but 
two, ‘pretio ac prece/ to become Feudatories (Quasi-Feudatories, but of 
a sovereign sort) to his Crown of Bohemia. The two who stood out, 
resisting prayer and price, were the Duke of Jauer and the Duke of 
Schweidnitz, — lofty -minded gentlemen, perhaps a thought too lofty. 
But these also Johann’s soii, little Kaiser Karl iv., ^marrying their 
heii’ess,* contrived to bring in ; — one fruitful adventure of little Karl’s, 
among the many wasteful he made, in the German lleich. Schlesien is 
henceforth a bit of the Kingdom of Bohemia ; indissolubly hooked to 
Germany ; and its progress in the arts and composures, under wise Pwtis 
with immigrating Germans, we guess to have become doubly rapid*^ 

^ Busching, Erdbeschreibungy viii. 725 ; HUbner, t. 94 . 
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Third TJpock ; Adopt the Reformation : a.i>, 1414-1517. Schlesienj 
iianging to Boliemia in this manner^ extensively adopted Huss’s 
doctrines ; still more extensively Luther’s; and that was a difficult 
element in its lot, though, I believe, an unspeakably precious one. It 
cost above a Century of sad tumults, Zisca Wars ; nay^ above Two 
Centuries, including the sad Thirty-years War ; — which miseiues, in 
Bohemia Proper, were sometimes very sad and even horrible. But 
Schlesien, the outlying Country, did, in all this, suffer less than Bohemia 
Proper ; and did not lose its Evangelical Doctrine in result, as unfortunate 
Bohemia did, and sink into sluttish ^ fanatical torpor, and big Crucifixes 
of japanned Tin by the wayside,* though in the course of subsequent 
years, named of Peace, it was near doing so. Here are the steps, in that 
latter direction : 

A.D. 1537. Occurred, as we know, the ErhverhrUderung ; Duke of 
Liegnitz, and of other extensive heritages, making Deed of Brotherhood 
with Kur-Brandenburg ; — Deed forbidden, and so far as might be^ 
rubbed-out and annihilated by the then King of Bohemia, subsequently 
Kaiser Ferdinand i., Karl v/s Brother, Duke of Liegnitz had to give- 
up his parchments, and become zero in that matter : Kur-Brandenburg 
entirely refused to do so ; kept his parchments, to see if they would not 
turn to something. 

A.D. 1624. Schlesien, especially the then Duke of Liegnitz (great- 
grandson of the ErhverhrUderung one), and poor Johann George, Duke 
of Jagerndorf, cadet of the then Kur-Brandenburg, went warmly ahead 
into the Winter-King project, first fire of the Thirty-years War ; suffer- 
ings from Papal encroachment, in high quarters, being really extreme. 
Warmly ahead ; and had to smart sharply for it ; — poor Johann George 
with forfeiture of Jagerndorf, with Reiches- Acht (Ban of the Empire), and 
total ruin; fighting against which he soon died. Act of Ban and 
Forfeiture was done tyrannously, said most men ; and it was persisted 
in equally so, till men ceased speaking of it ; — J%erndorf Duchy, fruit 
of the Act, was held by Austria, ever after, in defiance of the Laws of the 
Reich. Religious Oppression lay heavy on Protestant Schlesien thence- 
foi*th ; and many lukewarm individualities were . brought back to 
Orthodoxy by that method, successful in the diligent skilled hands of 
Jesuit Reverend Fathers, with fiscals and soldiers in the rear of them. 

A.D. 1648. Treaty of Westphalia mended much of this, and set fair 
limits to Papist encroachment; — had said Treaty been kept: but how 
could it ? By Orthodox Authority, anxious to recover lost souls, or at 
least to have loyal subjects, it was publicly kept in name ; and tacitl) 
in substance, it was violated more and more. Of the ‘ Blossoming of 
Silesian Literature,* spoken of in Books; of the Poet Opitz, Poets 
Logau, Hoffmannswaldau, who burst into a kind of Song better or worse 



CHAP. 11.] FRIEDRICH MARCHES ON GLOGAtT t 
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at this l^eriod, we will remember nothing ; but request the reader to 
remember it^ if he is tunefully given, or thinks it a good symptom of 
Schlesien. 

A.D. l70!r. Treaty of Altranstadt: between Kaiser Joseph i. and 
Karl XII. Swedish Karl, marching through those parts, — out of Poland, 
in chase of August the Physically Strong, towards Saxony, there to beat 
him soft, — was waited upon by Silesian Deputations of a lamentable 
nature; was entreated, for the love of Christ and His Evangel, to 
^Protect us poor Protestants, and get the Treaty of Westphalia observed 
in our behalf, and fair-play shown I ' Which Karl did ; Kaiser Joseph, 
with such weight of French War lying on him, being much struck with 
the tone of that dangerous Swede. The Pope rebuked Kaiser Joseph for 
such compliance in the Silesian matter: ^Holy Father,’ answered this 
Kaiser (not of distinguished orthodoxy in the House), am too glad he 
did not ask me to become Lutheran ; I know not how 1 should have 
helped myself ! ' ^ 

These are the Three Epochs; — most things, in respect of 
this Third or Reformation Epoch, stepping steadily downward 
hitherto. As to the Fourth Epoch, dating ‘ 13th Dec. 1740,“’ 
which continues, up to our day and farther, and is the final 
and crowning Epoch of Silesian History, — read in the follow- 
ing Chapters. 


CHAPTER II 

FKIEDRICH MARCHES ON GI.OGAU 

At what hour Friedrich ceased dancing on that famous 
Ball-night of Bielfeld’s, and how long he slept after, or 
whether at all, no Bielfeld even mythically says : but next 
morning, as is patent to all the world, Tuesday 13th 
December 1740, at the stroke of nine, he steps into his 

^ Pauli, AUgemeine Preussische Staats^Geschichte (viii. 298-592) ; Biisching, 
Erdbeschreibung {vnu 700-739); etc. — Heinrich Wuttke, Friedrichs des Grossen 
Besiizergreifung von Schlesien oi Silesia by Friedrich, 2 voll. Leipzig, 

1843), I mention only lest ingenuous readers should be tempted by the Title to 
buy it. Wuttke begins at the Creation of the World ; and having, in two heavy 
volumes, at last struggled down close to the Besitzergreifung or Seizure in 
question, calls halt j and stands (at ease, we will hope) immovably th^re fdf the 
seventeen years since. 
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erirriiige; aiitl with, nmall (‘.scnnl: roils away t;owards Frarikfurt- 
ori4)drr out upon au lvuUa‘j,)rise which will have results for 
hiinscir and oihcrs. 

dhvo youngislt military men, Atljutanl ■fh‘nends hoth^ were 
willi him,, \VarlenHl(»hen» Horck ; both once thllow (;i|)lains 
m ilie Poisdum <,}iants, and much in Ins intimacy ever since. 
'\\biritmsh*hc‘n wc on(*e saw at nnin.'ovifk, on a .Masonic 
occasion .Horck, whom we here si‘e for the first time, is 
not the (kiloiu*! Horck (proj>erly BIa/|i)r-General) who did the 
llerstal Gpemlion lately; still lc,s.s is he the venerable old 
'l\rmisl<‘i% 'Marl!,.icjroiigh Veteran, and mnv Ficld-Marshal Borck, 
whom .Ilot'.hiun treaf.cd willi, «>n a certain occasiom There 
are Borcks always in the .Iviiigls scTvice; nor are 

tht‘si* 'three, l^y loose cousinry, riFited to one another. 

4'he Borcks all ctnne fron'i Slcllin ([uarter; a brave kindred, 

and old enough, m the Devil, hi so old ds de 

Uorokm nml dt* DUxtd^ says tlic ,Poinera.nia„n ..Froverl) the 
,Atljiitr'ird.-“(leiiin*nI, a jrinsor memlwr (d' Ihi* clan, chances to be 
the i.u')iablest of iliein at Hits moment. Wartenslehen, .Borck, 
irnd a ceri,ain Folonel von <ler Gob, whom also the .King much 
esteems, tlmse are his oum|>any on this drive. For escort, or 
guard of honrmr otit of IknTm to the next stages, tliere is a 
Hiiif'dl Imdy IhisHars, .Lift^guard and ollmr Cavalry, * perhaps 
fiOl) horse in a!!P 

'1,1ic*y driven raptillyi througli the gray winter; reacli .Frank- 
fitrt*on4')der, sixty miles or more ; wltere no doubt there is 
military business waiting. Tliey are forward, on the morrow, 
for dinner, forty miles farlher, at a small Town called Crossen, 
wliicli looks over into Silesia ; and is, for the present^ hcacb 
i,|i,iarler8 to ii Frussiau Army* standing ready there and in 
the enviroiw. Sl.'todln;*; reiuly, or hourly marcdiing in* and 
r<'ud«‘/,von'd.ny; ; now about 28,000 'Strong, horse and foot- 
A IliNU'-nr'O'd of ^Fen or Twelve Tliousarid will march frO'Ui 
,1'tin‘Hri in two clays* pause la'i-rcdumB;.. iirid follow according to 
cirr iimsfiiiiccs : Frussian Army will 'then lie some 40*000 in 
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all. Schwerin has been Commander, manager and mainspring 
of the business hitherto : henceforth it is to be the King ; but 
Schwerin under him will still have a Division of his own. 

Among the Regiments, we notice ‘ Schulenburg Horse- 
Grenadiers,’ — come along from Landsberg hither, these 
Horse-Grenadiers, with little Schulenburg at the head of 
them ; — ^ Dragoon Regiment Bayreuth,’ ‘ Lifeguard Car- 
bineers,’ ^Derschau of Foot’; and other Regiments and 
figures slightly known to us, or that will be better known.^ 
Rearguard, just getting under way at Berlin, has for leaders 
the Prince of Holstein-Beck Holstein- say wags, 
since the Principality went all to Silver-Plate) and the 
Hereditary Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, whom we called the 
Young Dessauer, on the Strasburg Journey lately : Rear- 
guard, we say, is of 12,000 ; main Army is 28,000 ; Horse 
and Foot are in the proportion of about 1 to 3. Artillery 
^ consists of 20 three-pounders ; 4 twelve-pounders ; 4 howit- 
zers (Hauhitzen ) ; 4 big mortars, calibi’e fifty-pounds ; and of 
Artillerymen 166 in all. 

With this Force the young King has, on his own basis 
(pretty much in spite of all the world, as we find now and 
afterwards), determined to invade Silesia, and lay hold of the 
Property he has long had there ; — ^not computing, for none 
can compute, the sleeping whirlwinds he may chance to 
awaken thereby. Thus lightly, does a man enter upon 
Enterprises which prove unexpectedly momentous, and shape 
the whole remainder of his days for him ; crossing the 
Rubicon as it were in his sleep. In Life, as on Railways 
at certain points, — whether you know it or not, there is but 
an inch, this way or that, into what tram you are shunted ; 
but try to get out of it again ! ‘ The man is mad, cet 

hoimie-la est fair said Louis xv. when he heard it.^ 

^ List in Helden^Geschkhtii i. 453. 

* Raumer, Beytrdge (English Translation, called Frederick IL and his Times ; 
from British Museum and State^Pafer Office ; — a very indistinct poor Book, in 
comparison with what it might have been), p. 73 (24th Dec. 1740). 
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Frkdnrh at Cnmen^ ami hIiII In hh mvn Ti'niiari^^ 
lA^thAiUh lkt\ ; . v/^'/av Inin Sdikkiiii 

At all events, the man means to try; am! is liere 

at CroHsen, nnnn of VVeilmsday thii 144 t'i; eerlMiii li.jniirlMul 
persons, esptvinlly two Silesian Cientlemen, from 

Grunberf?;, the nearest Silesimi Tinvit, wlto have 'eoiiie neross 
the border on business, ''dtavinj;^ tlu‘ hoinnir to itine with him*; 
To wliom his mamuT is livt'ly ajal allabh*; liv'ety in mood, as 
If there lay no loatl upon Ids spirits, 'The imsiness of these 
two Silesian Gentlemen, a Itaroa von iloeke «aie <tf them, a 
Baron von K'esiliiic the oi!ua% was 'Fo |ir*,%eiii, rm the part ol 
the l\)wn and Ami «>f tiriinbero, a S4»!eiim Frolest n<,.!;aiiiHti 
this meditattal <mtranee on the territory of Seliltwieii ;i 
Government itself, from Itresian, orili*riiig them to do «oj 
Protest was duly prer.{‘a!i'd ; hViedrieln as Ids is, nndl 

continues to he on his mnrela giniieeH politely into <ir at llm 
Frotx'st ; hatu.!s it, in si!enei% to stnne prt;|e or seeretary to 
deposit in the due piy^-ou lade or wiiNte bainkel ; and iiiviteji 
the two Silesian (leniksnen in tiine willt Idm 5 its, we see^ 
they have the honour to do, * lie {i\r) ti\"es m*ar Ciriinberiit^ 
then, Mein Herr von Iloeke?^ *C1 ohi* |i> it, /Am 
My poor iiiansion, Sehlo.ss of lleirheli' iii--.sel, is soiin* iifleeil 
miles hence; how iidiidltd^ at your .MajestyV servie**, sliotilil 

the mardi prove iiievilal>le, and iliul wiw V' Wellj 

perhaps!’ I find Friisirieti ditl dine, the m*roml day iietieej 
with one of these Genlhiwm; and lodges! iviili the oilier; 
Government at Uit^slau has oitlered siicdi I*roli:*sl:, on tjin' juirl 
of the Frontier popidnlimts mu! fiilicinl |icrstiii« 'is iiiid tliis ii 
all that comes of it. ! 

During these hours, it dmneed tliat tlie big Hell of ('>0**11 
dropped from its st.cstj'de, of liimu or mi in* rot tori; 
tms of axletree, being at lant f, nl futefiil 

moimmt* Perhaps an omiiioiis lliing? Frl-IF-loiis C>tfsii| 
and otlicrs have dcmei t'*ariu‘fu!iy inli‘r|>r*'tH Ihe oiittfi to liii 
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own advantage : ^ Sign that the High is to be brought low 1 ’ 
says Friedrich. Were the march-routes, wagon-trains, and 
multifarious adjustments prefect to the last item here at 
Crossen, he will with much cheerfulness step into Silesia, 
independent of all Grlinberg Protests and fallen Bells. 

On the second day he does actually cross ; ‘ the regiments 
marching in, at different points ; some reaching as far as 
S5 miles in.’ It is Friday 16th Dec. 1740; there has a 
game begun which will last long ! They went through the 
Village of Lasgen ; that was the first point of Silesian ground 
(‘ Circle of Schwiebus,’ our old friend, is on the left near by) ; 
and ‘Schwerin’s Regiment was the foi'emost.’ Others cross 
more to the left or right ; ‘ marching through the Village of 
Lessen,’ and other dim Villages and little Towns, round and 
beyond Grlinberg ; all regiments and divisions bearing upon 
Grlinberg and the Great Road ; but artistically portioned 
out, — several miles in breadth (for the sake of quarters), 
and, as is generally the rule, about a day’s march in length. 
This evening nearly the whole Army was on Silesian ground. 

Printed ‘ Patent ’ or Proclamation, briefly assuring all 
Silesians, of whatever rank, condition or religion, ‘ That we have 
come as friends to them, and will protect all persons in their 
privileges, and molest no peaceable mortal,’ is posted on 
Church-doors, and extensively distributed by hand. Soldiers 
are forbidden, ‘ under penalty of the rods,’ Officers under that 
of ‘cassation with infamy,’ to take anything, without first 
bargaining and paying ready-money for it. On these terms 
the Silesian villages cheerfully enough accept their new guests, 
interesting to the rural mind ; and though the billeting was 
rather heavy, ‘ as many as ^4 soldiers to a common Farmer 
{Gartner)^ no complaints were made. In one Schloss, where 
the owners had fled, and no human response was to be hkd by 
the wayworn soldiery, there did occur some breakages and 
impatient kickings about ; which it grieved his Majesty to hear 
of, next morning;— in one, not in more. 

Official persons, we perceive, study to be absolutely passive. 
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This was the Biirgi-nuoislcr’s course at (Jri'mluTg tonight; 
Grunberg, first Town on tliu Frontier, seta an exuiuplo of 
passivity whicli cannot be surpassed. Prussian trooi».s being 
at the Gate of Griinlierg, Biirgenueisler and adjum-N sitting 
in a tacit expectant condition in their 'rownhnU, there arrives 
a Prussian lieutenant n'nuiring of the Riirgenaeisler the Key 
of said Gate. ‘To deliver siuli Key? Woulil to (Jod I 
durst, Mein Ilerr lieutenant ; but how dare 1 ! Tliere is tlw' 
Key lying : but to ffive it — You are not the Queen of 
Hungary's Oflicer, I doubt?’ — The Prussian lieutenant has 
to put out hand, and take tlio Key ; which he readily does. 
And on the morrow, in returning it, when the inareh ixi- 
eoimnenee.s, tliere are the same [(henoniena : Iliirgermeister 
or assistants <iare not for the life of them touch tiiat Key : 
It lay on the table; and may again, in the course of 
Providence, come to lie ! — ^'Phe Pruasian lieutenant lays it 
down accordingly, and hurries out, with a grin on Ids face. 
There was much small laughter <iver this transaction ; Majesty 
himself laughing well at it. Higher perfection of passivity no 
BlirgernieisliT could show. 

The marcli, as readers understand, is towards Glogau ; a 
strongish Gai-rison Town, now some 40 miles aliead ; the key 
of Northern Schlcsien. Griinherg (where my rcfulcrs once 
slept for the night, in the late King's time, though they liave 
forgot ten it) is the first ami only considerable Town on the 
hither side of Glogau. On to Glogau, I rather pi rr. be, the 
Army is in gootl part provisionetl hefow! starting : after 
Glogau, we must see. Broad - wagons, lit;",;', lyv wagons, 
Amraunition-and- Artillery wiigoiis, all is in onier; Army 
artistically portitmed out. Hint is the form of march ; with 
Glogau ahead. King, as we said aliove, dines with his Baron 
von Hock®, at the Schloss of Ib ulsch -Kf ;« t, short way Imyond 
Griinlierg, this firet day : but he by no means toitew there ; 
— cuts across, a dozen miles westward, through a country 
where his vanguard on it« various lines of march ought to l»e 
arriving ; — and goes to lu<)ge at the Schloss of Schweinitz, 
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with his othei' Baron, the Von Kestlitz of Wednesday at 
Crossen.^ This is Friday I6th December, his first night on 
Silesian ground. 


Wliat Glogmi^ and the Government at Breslau^ did upon it 

Silesia, in the way of resistance, is not in the least prepared 
for him. A month ago, there were not above 3,000 Austrian 
Foot and 600 tiorse in the whole Province : neither the 
military Governor Count Wallis, nor the Imperial Court, nor 
any Official Person near or far, had the least anticipation of 
such a Visit. Count Wallis, who commands in Glogau, did 
in person, nine or ten days ago, as the rumours rose ever 
higher, run over to Crossen ; saw with his eyes the undeniable 
there; and has been zealously ’ endeavouring ever since, what 
he could, to take measures. "Wallis is now shut in Glogau ; his 
second, the now Acting Governor, General Browne, a still 
more reflective man, is doing likewise his utmost; but on 
forlorn terms, and without the least guidance from Court. 
Browne has, by violent industry, raked together, from Mahren 
and the neighbouring countries, certain fractions which raise 
his Force to 7,000 Foot : these he throws, in small parties, 
into the defensible points; or, in larger, into the Chief 
Garrisons. New Cavalry he cannot get ; the old 600 Horse 
he keeps for himself, all the marching Army he has.^ 

Fain would he get possession of Breslau, and throw-in some 
garrison there ; but cannot. Neither he nor Wallis could 
compass that. Breslau is a City divided against itself, on this 
matter ; full of emotions, of expectations, apprehensiolis for 
and against. There is a Supreme Silesian Government (Ober- 
Amt^ ^ Head-Office,’ kind of Austrian Vice-Koyalty) in Breslau ; 
and there is, on Breslau’s own score, a Town-Rath ; strictly 
Catholic both these, Vienna the breath of their nostrils. But 

1 Helden-GeschichUyL 459. 

Particulars in Heldm-GescMchtSy i. 465 j total of Austrian Force seems to be 
7, 800 horse and foot 
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lljiu i«i u 1' ' .<■ nii- J'litiv fiHU' lin’iM'pocah’il 'rradtis ; ()ji|>i'<;sscd- 
I'r..’. ■ »!.< ;n 1, i; . J ; In whom \ imuiii is iml, hrcnllj, hut 
tfdli- : iKr n - , . ; s', , ihr Cil v rnUs itself ; a,n(l 

toei .r.iO'-e, ]■! ji ‘,/«v /iro'.vh/i/ ' (or rijn'ht 

to hi o i lilt ) one of liu'H), iuui i,!u‘ IllOSl; ilU'Oll- 

»«iH. lit i"'’* e.'ii, Ihi'lmi in it luirli.i Stfi<lt ‘, ill thuory, 

*iiu i. e'Oi I'll !!,h' r of {h«- Ui-ii’li, nml Mijirenm uvt>r itw own 
O’* Aushirt ilM'lf; nml Uu> IruUi ih, old Theory 
Win! )i< » I *> h ti- M’oul not lo «|i!nni'!, have ln|>s('d into one 
iumliu i « nini** lo n ijuih' iiie'i I rit'iiVilt* wny, in Et’csltm es 
i-h,, ' U ith »i H< Hil tiovennnenl. wliieh can get no 

meii'oi laooi \ ioso-i^ the very low'ii'Halli liHH liliic iilucrily^ 
liehii''' I eih. t' to (n-.ovlty like (jfiinlict'g ; and a ailent 
; . ’ • il-.o O', (o heeome vocu) if you jin-sa u|Km it. 

Ho »S.o,i, lievi 11 to Miv Use iihrr-Amt there, hna sent cmirier 


Of) ri'oi .' i to \i. non for week*) ganl : not even an anawer ; — 
wiiiit run \ n oon ftO!*»rr. with Kur Bniem ami oUiem threat- 
• loo},: W,«r on It, nod only KMHHtl. ill its National Purse ? 

hot 1-*, « Don’t tint tier ! DanRer ia not ao near. 

\\l,i M« i d ivuev on eourii in, ami gel into auch a taking ? ’ 


C.emo.! \N > * ‘"O' to lio-.ian, al'lef what he had aemi at 
i rofo u , 'oei vm,;i 4 slruindyi in ***•' iiatne of aelf-i>rescrvation, 
Unit !i»« «r NUure. to get an AuHtrian real (iarrison 
, ws.hvA mmh ti.mnhle lo think of!) ‘the suhvirha 
diunhl !»<■ Imriit, nnd twJhr minjiuts raised': hut eonld not 
*meri 4 01 mn of 1 !..-«* nor even mention wane of them 

in « jmi.h. m niner. ‘ Viiu «hall liavij a Proteslaiii. for eom- 
mnmho.s; Wnllii) ; ‘there is Count vuu Hoth, 

1 . olio mo. an eseelJenl Soldier !'^^*l*hanks,' atwwercd 
• w. «ao d< temi mirw’ivea ; we Im.l rather not ha«s any ! 
.And* the Hi.-A.o* r. have, mTordtiigly, set to drill them- 

ate too.gn.g out «Ul e.tnmm in -lU.-mlitv; rejimmig 
hmohe-.; M-rr Mini, in wn.trv .work : • 1 '.-. e e. iv to defend 

, *0 far as we we ginHi!*- .'Pumiay last, Decemher 

Dl.h iili. v, rv dav r.ie.lri.i. left Ikrlin), w Uds nmtter of 
the long urgval hv tho Dlar. Amt, had at I«t liean 
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got agreed to l)y the "rowa-Iljith, * on proviso of consulting 
the Incorporal;<‘d 'rra,tl(‘s,' or at lea-st consulting their (juild- 
Maslers, who are nsimlly a silent folk,— tlie Gnild-Mastera 
suddenly became in part vocal ; and llieir Vorly-four (.kiilds 
imusunlly so and llun'c was ttunult in Ik’cslaxi, in the Salz- 
lling (big cenlnil S(|uare or marketplace, winch they call 
Mffff) had not been; idle population, and guild- 

breilrren of suspicious lunnonr, gathering in multitudes into 
and round the Hue old d\)wnludl there; (luestioning, answer- 
ing, in louder and louder key; at last bellowing quite in alt; 
and on the edge of (laming into one knew not what till 
the matt<‘r of Austria-n (Jarrison (much more, of burning the 
suburbs !) had to be dro|)t ; settled in what way we see. 

Head Government (Ober-Jmi) has, through its Northern- 
official people, sent Ih’otest, siri<‘t order to the Silesian 
Population to look sour on the Prussians and we saw, 
in consetpHnK^e, the Two Silesian Gentlemen did dine with 
Friedrich, and he has relin*ned their visits ; and the Mayor of 
Griinberg would not toiKth his keys. Head Government is 
now redacting a ^ Patent,' or still tnore solemn Protest of its 
own ; winch likewise it will affix in tltc Salz-Ring here, and 
present to Kiug Friedri<‘h : atul tins, cx{‘(q)t * despatching by 
boat down tlie river a great deal of meal to Glogau,^ which 
was an iitjportant quiet thing, of WaIHs*’s t‘nfor(Mng, is pretty 
much all it can do. No Austrian Garrison can he got in 

(* Perfectly able to <lefcnd o'urselves ! ^det Government and 

Wallis or Browne contrive as lliey *nay. And as to burning 
the Hul)urhs, I>ei,ter not whisp(‘r of tliat again. Breslau feels, 
or would fain feel itself ‘perfecstly able’';— has at any rate 
no wish to l)e liomharded ; and contai'ns |)rivately a great deal 
of Protestiint humour. Of all wind), Friedrich, it is not 
doubted, lias notice more or less distinc't ; and quickens his 
march the more. 

General Browne is at present in the Southern parts; an 
able active man and soldier ; but with such a force what can 
* I 469. 
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then also there are forty-four Incorporated Trades ; Oppressed- 
Protestant in majority; to whom Vienna is not breath, but 
rather the want of it. Lastly, the City calls itself Free ; and 
has crabbed privileges still valid; a '^jus prwsidii'' (or right 
to be oner’s own garrison) one of them, and the most incon- 
venient just now. Breslau is a Reichs-Stadt; in theory, 
sovereign member of the Reich, and supreme over its own 
affairs, even as Austria itself : — and the truth is, old Theory 
and new Fact, resolved not to quarrel, have lapsed into one 
another’s arms in a quite inextricable way, in Breslau as 
elsewhere ! With a Head Government which can get no 
orders from Vienna, the very Town-Rath has little alacrity, 
inclines rather to passivity like Grunberg ; and a silent 
population threatens to become vocal if you press upon it. 

Breslau, that is to say the Ober-Amt there, has sent courier 
on courier to Vienna for weeks past : not even an answer ; — 
what can Vienna answer, with Kur-Baiern and others threat- 
ening war on it, and only 10,000Z. in its National Purse? 
Answer at last is, ^ Don’t bother ! Danger is not so near. 
Why spend money on couriers, and get into such a taking?’ 
General Wallis came to Breslau, after what he had seen at 
Crossen ; and urged strongly, in the name of self-preservation, 
first law of Nature, to get an Austrian real Garrison 
introduced ; wished much (horrible to think of !) ‘ the suburbs 
should be burnt, and better ramparts raised ’ : but could not 
succeed in any of these points, nor even mention some of them 
in a public manner. ‘You shall have a Protestant for com- 
mandant,’ suggested Wallis ; ‘ there is Count von Roth, 
Silesian-Lutheran, an excellent Soldier ! ’ — ‘ Thanks,’ answered 
they, ‘ we can defend ourselves ; we had rather not have any ! ’ 
And the Breslau Burghers have, accordingly, set to drill them- 
selves ; are bringing out old cannon in quantity ; repairing 
breaches ; very strict in sentry-work : ‘ Perfectly able to defend 
our City, — so far as we see good ! ’ — ^Tuesday last, December 
13 th (the very day Friedrich left Berlin), as this matter of 
the Garrison, long urged by the Ober-Amt, had at last been 
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got agreo(! to l)y tlie Tr.wn ^on proviso of consulting 
the Incori)ora,le<l 1Vades,N)r at least eousull.iug their Guild- 
Masters, who arc usually a silent h)lk,— the Guild-Masters 
suddenly hecanie in }-)arfc vocal ; and their Forty-four Guilds 

unusually so:— aiul lh(*re was tumult in Itrcslau, in the Sak- 

Eing (big central 8(|uare or m};irket])la,ce, which they call 
liinff) siuti as had not been; idle popidation, and guild- 
brelliron of suspicious humour, gatheriug in multitudes into 
and round the due old Townhail tlierc; (|uostioning, answer- 
ing, in louder and louder key; at last bellowing quite in alt; 
and on the edge of (laming into one knew not what 
the matter of Aus(,ria.n Garrison (much more, of l)unung the 
sul)urbs !) had to he dropt; settled in what way wc see. 

Head Government (Olicr-Ami) luis, through its Northern- 
ofUcial {)eoj)le, sent Protest, stric^t order to the Silesian 
Poj)uhition to look sour on the. Prussians and wc saw, 
in conseciuence, the IVo Silesian Gentlemen did dine with 
Friedritdt, and he Ims returned tlieir visits ; and the Mayor of 
Griinbrrtr would not t:oueh his keys. Head Government is 
now redacting a ^ Patent,' or still more solemn Protest of its 
own ; which likewise it will aflix in the Sak-Ring here, and 
present to King Friedrkdi : and tliis, -—except * despatching by 
boat down the river a great deal of meal to Glogau,'* which 

was an importatit quiet thing, of Wallis’'s (uifoi'cing, is pretty 

much all it ctan do. No Austrian Garrison can be got in 
(GFerfcictly able to defend ourselves ! ’’)--det Government and 
Wallis or I'irowne eoiitrive as iliey may. Aiul as to burning 
the suburl)s, hcd;.f:er tu>t whis|)er of that again. Breslau feels, 
or would fain fee! itself * perfectly able’’;— has at any rate 
no wish to be boml)arded ; and contains {)rlvately a great deal 
of Protestant hmnoiin Of all which, l^'riedrich, it is not 
doubted, has notice more or less distinct ; and quickens his 
march tlie more. 

General Browne is at present in the Southern parts; an 
able, active man and soldier; but with such a force what can 
* I 469. 
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he attoni])!: to <lo? 'i’hrre are Ihivt" sfront;* jiIjuns in tlie 
Coviul.rv> Ciloo'jui, llu‘n Hric‘.a^, holh on the (Khn* vivvv ; lastly 
Noisse, on tlic Neisse rivcn% a hraueh ot tlu* Oder (oik* of the 
four Ntiisse rivers I hero are in (ionnany, niosllv in Silesia, 
not handy to the aeeurat.e n^ader of Ciennan Books). Browne 
is in Neisso; and will start into a stran‘o* stare wh<*n the 
flying post reaches him : Brussiaus nctuallv on uiareh ! Debate 
with tUenn if debate there is to he, Brownt* mnut 

contrive to do; from Br(*sla.u, fnun \ ieima, ik* (iovernincnt 
Suj)nane or Subordinate can yield his 8, (HU) aiul liim th© 
least hel)). 

(Bogan, ns w'e saw, means to dt'fend itstdf; at least, 
General Wallis the (knumamlant does, in spite t>f tin* ( Hagan 
publie; and is*, with his whoh* might, di;*;j.;ing, palisaiting, 
getting-in nu*al, salt nuait and other provender; likewise 
burning suburbs, uueonl rollabh* he, in the small place; aiicl 
clearing down the oulsidt* t‘difiet‘s and shelters, at a diligent 
rate- YesUaxlay, loth Deemuber, he burnt tlown the * tlltta* 
Oder-Mills, which lit* tmt^ith*, tlu* big suburban daAcru, iit«> 
the Ztcf^d Svhvunv ('I'ilt* Manufaclorv),' and othi*r valunble 
buildings, ca.n*It‘ss of publie lamrutation, lire t^aielnn;,'^ till* 
Town itself, and n<‘<*iling to be t|U(aKlK*d a;^aind Nay, be 
was cU^ar for burning* tiowu, t>r bkiuhe* tip, tht* Brt»b*^tiilit 
('hurch, indispensable saered t*iliiict* which slamis out Ido til© 
wadis: ‘ lh*ussians will make a. bhaddioti e of it ! ' aid W’llllk* 
A chief BroU'stant, Banm v<»n Stnuet hing, btggvtl ]>?i, - ioniitely 
for only tw<‘lve hours t>f respib*, to lay tie* ea, a* heibr© Itk 
Prussian Maj(*sly. Bespitt* concedetl, lie ami another clilef 
Protestant had posit'd oil’ atrordingly ; amt did the fiiixt 
morning (Friday Kith), short way from (Vossea, met*! Ida 
Majesty’s carriagt* ; wiio gracitm d v pulled up fi»r a few in%tMlls, 
and Hsteiu'd l.o their .slnry. ^ M*hu' Ut rrrn^ yt>u an* the firiit 
that ask a favour of im* on Silesian ground ; it shall be doll® 
you!’ said the King; and siraighUvay {ler^jiatclutb in polili 
* i. .17 J 5. 
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style, his written request to Wallis, engaging to make no 
military use whatever of said Church, ^ but to attack by the 
other side, if attack were necessary.’ Thus his Majesty saved 
the Church of Glogau ; which of course was a popular act. 
Getting to see this Church himself a few days hence, he said, 
^ Why, it must come down at any rate, and be rebuilt ; so 
ugly a thing ! ’ 

Wallis is making strenuous preparation ; forces the in- 
habitants, even the upper kinds of them, to labour day and 
night by relays, in his rampartings, palisadings ; is for burning 
all the adjacent Villages, — and would have done it, had not 
the peasants themselves turned out in a dangerous state of 
mind. He has got together about 1,000 men. His powder, 
they say, is fifty years old ; but he has eatable provender from 
Breslau, and means to hold-out to the utmost. Readers must 
admit that the Austrian military, Graf von Wallis to begin 
with, — still more. General Browne, who is a younger man and 
has now the head charge, — behave well in their present 
forsaken condition. Wallis (Graf Franz Wenzel this one, not 
to be confounded with an older Wallis heard of in the late 
Turk War) is of Scotch descent, — as all these Wallises are ; 
^ came to Austida long generations ago ; Rekhsgrqfs since 
1612:’ — Browne is of Irish; age now thkty-five, ten years 
younger than Wallis. Read this Note on the distinguished 
Browne : 

German-Irish, Gentleman, this General (ultimately Fieldmarshal) 
Graf von Browne ; one of those sad exiled Irish Jacobites, or sons of 
Jacobites, who are fighting in foreign armies; able and notable men 
several of them, and this Browne considerably the most so. We shall 
meet him repeatedly within the next eighteen years. Maximilian-Ulysses 
Graf von Browne : I said he was born German ; Basel his birthplace 
(23d October 1705), Father also a soldier : he must not be confounded 
with a contemporary Cousin of his, who is also Fieldmarshal Browne,** 
but serves in Russia, Governor of Riga for a long time in the coming 
years. This Austrian General, Fieldmarshal Browne, will by and by 
concern us somewhat ; and the reader may take note of him. 

^Who the Irish Brothers Browne, the Fathers of these Marshals 

VOL. IV. B 
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Browne, were? 1 have looked in what Irish Peerages and printed 
Records there were^ but without the least result. One big dropsical 
Book, of languid quality, called King James's Irish Army-List^ has 
multitudes of Brownes and others, in an indistinct form ; but the one 
Browne wanted, the one Lacy, almost the one Lally, like the part of 
Hamlet y are omitted. There are so many Irish in the like case with these 
Brownes. A Lacy we once slightly saw or heard of ; busy in the Polish- 
Election time, — besieging Dantzig (investing Dantzig, that Munnich 
might besiege it) that Lacy, Governor of Riga,” whom the Russian 
Browne will succeed, is also Irish : a conspicuous Russian man ; and will 
have a Son Lacy, conspicuous among the Austrians. Maguires, Ogilvies 
(of the Irish stock), Lieutenants Fitzgeral” ; very many Irish; and 
there is not the least distinct account to be had of any of them.’ ^ 

Let us attend his Majesty on the next few marches towards 
Glogau, to see the manner of the thing a little ; after which 
it will behove us to be much more summary, and stick by the 
main incidents. 

March to Wekhau {Saturday and stay Sunday there); 
to Milkau {Monday \^ih) ; get to Herrendorjy xeithm 
sight of Glogau^ Dec. %%d 

Friedrich’s march proceeds with speed and regularity. 
Strict discipline is maintained ; all things paid for, damage 
carefully avoided : ‘ We come, not as invasive enemies of you 

^ For Browne see ‘Anonymous of Hamburg’ (so I have had to label a J.F.S. 
Geschichte des etc. — in fact, History of Seven-Years War, in successive volumes, 
done chiefly by the scissors ; Leipzig and Frankfurt, 1759 et seqq.), i, 
123-131 n. : elaborate Note of eight pages there; intimating withal that he, 

^ Life of Browne j s. Book I had in vain sought for ; and can 
now guess to consist of those same elaborate eight pages, fius water and 
lathering to the due amount. Anonymous ‘of Hamburg’ I call my J.F.S., — 
having fished him out of the dust-abysses in that City ; a very poor take yet 
worth citing sometimes, being authentic, as even the darkest Germans gener- 
ally are. — For a glimpse of Lacy (the Elder Lacy) see BUsching, Beytrdge^ 
vi. 162.— For Wallh (tombstone Note on Wallis) see (among others who are 
copious in that kind of article, and keep large scwks of it, in admired disorder) 
Anonymous Seyfarth, Geschichte Friedrichs des Andern (Leipzig, 1784-1788), 
i. 112 n.\ and Anonymous, Leben der etc. Marie Tkeresie (Leipzig, 1781), 
27 n. ; laboriously authentic Books both; essentially DiciwmrieSy-^^KvM.t^ as 
into a row of blind sacks. 
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or of the Queen of Hungary, but as protective friends of 
Silesia and of her Majesty’s rights there ; — her Majesty once 
allowing us (as it is presumable she will) our own rights in 
this Province, no man shall meddle with hers, while we 
continue here.’ To that effect runs the little ‘ Patent,’ or 
initiatory Proclamation, extensively handed out, and posted 
in public places, as was said above; and the practice is 
conformable. 

To all men, coming with Protests or otherwise, we per- 
ceive, the young King is politeness itself ; giving clear answer, 
and promise which will be kept, on the above principle. 
Nothing angers him except that gentlemen should disbelieve, 
and run away. That a mansion be found deserted by its 
owners, is the one evil omen for such mansion. Thus, at the 
Schloss of Weichau (which is still discoverable on the Map,^^' 
across the ‘Black Ochel’ and the ‘White,’ muddy streams 
which saunter eastwards towards the Oder there, nothing yet 
running westward for the Bober, our other limitary river), 
next night after Schweinitz, second night in Silesia, there was 
no Owner to be met with ; and the look of his Majesty grew 
finster (dark) ; remembering what had passed yesternight, in 
like case, at that other Schloss from which the owner with 
his best portable furniture had vanished. At which Schloss, 
as above noticed, some disorders were committed by angry 
parties of the march; — doors burst open (doors standing 
impudently dumb to the rational proposals made them !), 
inferior remainders of furniture smashed into firewood, and the 
like, — no doubt to his Majesty’s vexation. Here at Weichau 
stricter measures were taken : and yet difficulties, risks were 
not wanting ; and the Amtmann (Steward of the place) got 
pulled about, and once even a stroke or two. Happily the 
young Herr of Weichau appeared in person on the morrow, 
hearing his Majesty was still there : ‘ Papa is old ; lives at 
another Schloss ; could not wait upon your Majesty; nor, till 
now, could I have that honour.’ — ‘ Well ; lucky that you have 
* At end of this Volume. 
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come : stay dinner ! ’ ViTiich the young Count did, and drove 
home in the evening to reassure Papa ; his Majesty continuing 
there another night, and the risk over.^ 

This day, Sunday 18th, the Army rests ; their first Sunday 
in Silesia, while the young Count pays his devoir : and here 
m Weichau, as elsewhere, it is in the Church, Catholic nearly 
always, that the Heretic Army does its devotions, safe from 
weather at least : such the Royal Order, they say ; which is 
taken note of, by the Heterodox and by the Orthodox. And 
ever henceforth, this is the example followed ; and in all places 
where there is no Protestant Church and the Catholics have 
one, the Prussian Army-Chaplain assembles his buif-belted 
audience in the latter: ‘No offence. Reverend Fathers, but 
there are hours for us, and hours for you ; and such is the 
King’s Order.’ There is regular divine-service in this Prus- 
sian Army ; and even a good deal of inarticulate religion, as 
one may see on examining. 

Country Gentlemen, Town Mayors and other Civic 
Authorities, soon learn that on these terms they are safe with 
his Majesty ; march after march he has interviews with such, 
to regulate the supplies, the necessities and accidents of the 
quartering of his Troops. Clear, frank, open to reasonable 
representation, correct to his promise ; in fact industriously 
conciliatory and pacificatory ; such is Friedrich to all Silesian 
men. Provincial Authorities, who can get no instructions 
from Headquarters ; Vienna saying nothing, Breslau nothing, 
and Deputy-Governor Browne being far south in Neisse, 
— ^are naturally in difficulties : How shall they act ? Best 
not to act at all, if one can help it ; and follow the Mayor 
of Grunberg’s unsurpassable pattern ! — 

‘These Silesians,' says an Excerpt I have made, ‘are still in majority 
Protestant ; especially in this Northern portion of the Province ; they 
have ha.d to suffer much on that and other scores ; and are secretly or 
openly in favour of the Prussians. Official persons, all of the Catholic 
creed, have leant heavy, not always conscious of doing it, against Pro- 


^ Helden-GesMchie^ i. 459. 
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testant^^ri^hte. The Jesuits, consciously enough, have been and are busy 
with them ; intent to recall a Heretic Population by all methods, fair and 
unfair. We heard of Charles xii.’s interference, three-and-thirty years 
ago; and how the Kaiser, hard bestead at that time, had to profess repent- 
ance and engage for complete amendment. Amendment did, for the 
moment, accordingly take place. Treaty of Westphalia in all its stipula- 
tions, with precautionary improvements, was reenacted as Treaty of 
Altranstadt ; with faithful intention of keeping it too, on Kaiser Joseph's 
part, who was not a superstitious man : Holy Father, I was too glad he 
did not demand my own conversion to the Protestant Heresy, bestead as I 
am, — with Louis Quatorze and Company upon the neck of me !” Some 
improvement of performance, very marked at first, did ensue upon this 
Altranstadt Treaty. But the sternly accurate Kaid of Sweden soon dis- 
appeared from the scene ; Kaiser Joseph of Austria soon disappeared; 
and his Brother, Karl vi., was a much more orthodox person. 

‘'The Austrian Government, and Kaiser Karl's in particular, is not to 
be called an intentionally unjust one ; the contrary, I rather find ; but it 
is, beyond others, ponderous ; based broad on such multiplex formalities, 
old habitudes; and gravitation has a great power over it. In brief, 
OjOScial human nature, with the best of Kaisers atop, fiagitated con- 
tinually by Jesuit Confessors, does throw its weight on a certain side : — 
the sad fact is, in a few years the brightness of that Altranstadt improve- 
ment began to wax dim ; and now, under long Jesuit manipulation, 
Silesian things are nearly at their old pass ; and the patience of men is 
heavily laden. To see your Chapel made a Soldiers' Barrack, your Pro- 
testant School become a Jesuit one, — Men did not then think of revolt- 
ing under injuries ; but the poor Silesian weaver, trudging twenty miles 
for his Sunday sermon ; and perceiving that, unless their Mother could 
teach the art of reading, his boys, except under soul’s peril, would now 
never learn it : such a Silesian could not want for reflections. Voiceless, 
hopeless, but heavy ; and dwelling secretly, as under nightmare, in a 
million hearts. Austrian Officiality, wilfully unjust, or not wilfully so, 
is admitted to be in a most heavy-footed condition ; can administer 
nothing well. Good Government in any kind is not known here : 
Possibly the Prussian will be bettor ; who can say } 

‘The secret joy of these populations, as Friedrich advances among 
them, becomes more and more a manifest one. Catholic Officials do not 
venture on any definite hope, or definite balance of hope and fear ; hut 
adopt the Mayor of Grunberg's course, and study to be passive and silent. 
The Jesuit-Priest kind are clear in their minds for Axistria ; but think. 
Perhaps Prussia itself will not prove very tyrannous ? At all events, be 
silent ; it is unsafe to stir. We notice generally, it is only in the 
Southern or Mountain regions of Silesia, where the Catholics are in 
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iiiajorityi tliat llie po|ni1ittmn ia not iiritrfttly rai thi* Pr!is;iiiiii 
PitHHive,, if tlii'y ara cm tho ; ifftirsilivly |iri«iivi! at tliii 

it i« prescribed all pr talent men In be.* 


On tbn IHili, while divirte-stn-viri* went «« nl \Vr‘ii*}i?iii, 
there wan at lin‘s!au nutHher pl'u*iit»iia:‘iiia* ril'eRervaUle, IVo* 
vincinl (lovenunenl in Brt‘s!ati hath, at liai‘»l!n after iiitiHiHe 
study, atul across such tliiricuHics as wi* have no idea of, 
its Mbilcid-d or carcfully-wonicd Prof, cnt at ion agairisi PriisHia, 
brought to paper; and does, iluH iiay, with coiisid'crable 
solemnity, aflix it to the llnihhnns itoor i!ir‘rt% for the jicrusal 
of imuikiiul ; di‘spnf.c!ung a Copy for ids l*riis:dnn 'MajoHly 
witlml, l)y Iavo of dignity. It han i«*eiled courage 

screwaxl to the siicking-place to viail ure on nindi a sf'Ci’i, with- 
out inKiruclion from lL'::d tpinrlf'?- ; and liic? tiiniosi })owiTsof 
the Olficial mind Inive been taxed to coucli this Docuiiiimt in 

laugi'iage politely am!)iguou«, iimi yet si rung eiiiiiiglw;' too 

strong, some of tis now think it. In any ciis«% liere it now is; 
ihxwincial GovennneurH bolt, so to sjaaik, in «}«»!;. Hie 
affixing took place under dark wrailh'r' •yuipltinc; ; aclttiil 
outlmrst of thunder umi rain at the nionicnt, not to sjienk of 
the other surer onums. So tJmt, to t!te common mind at 
Breslau, it did not nmn there wamld iinah frtiil come of this 
di'lFicult performance. Breslaii is mmtily a uuLh a^;d{L,!^d 
City; and Prussian Hussar Parties, sho«>f!ug forlli to grcsit; 
distances ahead, were, this day for the first time, tibaerved 
witinn siglit of it. 

And on the same Sutiday we remark fartlier, wlnit is still 
more imporl.fint : Herr von Gotter, Friedrirlds speriril Ih'ivoy 
to Vienna, lias his first interview with the Qiiccn of lfutt;" 0 'y, 
or with GranchDuke Fran7.Jlif* IfiidiaiHt unit ikh 

llegent; and presents lliere, from Friixlriidds ciwii Iiiiiid, 
written we rernemljer when, brief distinct Note* of liifi IhtiMsiiiri 
Majesty's actual Proposals mi mil rnmnd.-g in regiird to llii« 
Silesian afikir. Proposals amitMisly conciliatory in tone, but 
tlie heavy purport of which is known iu %m ; Gutter litwl liiiii 
despatched, time enough, with thc»€» Fropoitls (written aliofi 
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a nK)ni;li a,go); btit was tiiHlnu^UxI imi t.o arrive witli 
till after the actual cntratUH* int-e Hihssia. And ik>w ilie 
response to them is—? As {’’ood an not.hing; pin’liniw worse. 
Let thfit suHice us at j>re,sind;. lltuult'rs, on march for 
Glogau, wouhl gru(4!;e to {auise over Slatt*'''pai)er.‘s lliou| 4 'h we 
shall have to naid 'this of .FritnlriclfH at siara* iVi'C'r moment 

M,onday ladore <layl)r('n.k-» tlie Army is astir ajrain^ 

simultaneously wemling forward ; spread over wide areiis.» like 
a vast cloud (poteutia.1 ihumler in it.) sl.cndily .'ulvaufin;*; on 
the winds. Iwaigiti of 'the Army, .nriistiu'*nlly p^ortiontHl 
may be ten or lifieen miles, l)rendth already !uort‘, and grow- 
ing more; ScLwerin always ’on t.he right or W'cslern wing, 
close l:)y the Ikdier Jliver as y«‘t, througlt Nnumburg am! the 
Towns on that; 8i(l«V''''''*^ld<'g^bt.z ami other imporliuit M'VnvtiH 
lying aliead for St'hwerin, still fartin‘r apart from Itie main 
Ik)dy, were Glogan once 

So tliat tlie march is in '‘JVo ("'ohimns; Schwerin, wdth 
the westernmost small column, intending towards I.iegnitz, 
and thence ever farthc*r sotithward, witti his right teaning on 
tlic high lands wdn<*l"i rise more ami more into mountains ns 
you advance. Friedrich Irimself commands ilm «)ther column, 
has his left 'upon the Oder, in a cniintry inomding ctmriimiilly 
towards tine Souili, but with less irngidarify of level, ami 
generally Hat as yet« From brginnine; to end, the entire* fiekt 
of march lies between the Oder ami its tributary llw Ikiher; 
climbing slowly loward.s the Hourccs {loiln Wliicdi two 
rivers, as the readier may ol)serve, form licit* a rrriau;;ul;ir or 
trapezoidal spact!, everr widening as we go scaitfnvanL llolli 
rivers, coming from the Cliant; Mounlnins, liiisten ctiiwtly 
north ; but Oder, bulgi'ng-out easterly in liis sandy course, is 
obliged to turn fairly westwanl again; and at CJtogriii, iitwl a 
good space fiirtlicfi Hows in tliat iUreclion till once Holier 
s'trikes in, almost at right angles, <*ariying Oder willi Aifii, 
though he is but a liriinclii straighl northward ngfilm Nortli- 
ward, but ever slower, to the swollen Foiitiiiern rtgioiw, imci 
sluggish exit into the Baltic there. 
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Oncj of i.lio worst ft^ulurt^s is t!i«‘ sI'hIo of tlo.;* On 

vSvtiKlay, al; llreslati, w-e ooiim'l Ihuiiili'r on an 

iiuporlant ocwHion ; * oiuintnis,' .siaiio lun/i Ihuiiiijit Million, 
for mm things that i.ho woalhrr was hrt*uking, Ai \Vi*iriiatt, 
tlial; same day, rain hegun, ' I lie young Herr of Whuidmu, 
driving Ivonu* to I'^ipa from dimu‘r wiih H;f|eNt\s wtiuld get 
Iris slia.re of it ■■■■am'l on Momiuy lillh, iisere was siieh n 
poor of rain as lo'pi most wayfarers Humgh it eonlil not 
the Prussian Army, willun doors Ilain in jdiiit‘ve:s faften 
aiul falling, tlirongh itmt hlesseil day ; run, king rou-iis into 
mere rivers of imuL Mlie IVnssian lardsi in:irehei! on, id! the 
Ha,me» l!eadi|uarienn wilh tlie van of I lie wet Army, ihut. 
night, were at Milkan ; —■from whieli jdatT we iinvi* a Note of 
h'riedrielfs for hVrend tlonlan, jierimps pmdtiiatae in’ iiml hy. 
Ilia Majesty lodged in some OjUilent *}esuit ,I*Atulilishmeiit 
there* ,And indeed he ronliimed therei not tellei iirider 
slwlter, for a e'on|de of iiavs* Thv J’eniils hy Itreir two liend 
men, Imd welcxaned him with Iheir ehoieest: KitnleH ; to rvliom 
the King was vmw ggaeloirs asking the two to dinner ns iiHiial, 
and styling them ‘Your Ileverenee*'* Wi,!ling to !e;'r.'! i.tte 
himself with persons of inteiisst in iliw C'oiiniry; and hkea 
talk, even wiiti Jesnils 'Of drsixTiimeiit. 

On tlie morrow (2i)t.hX w^*ne to him, Imre at iMilkaii, <»-- 

prolaihly from Bome near singe, for the rain was jioiiring 
worse than ever,— that Bresltni * i'^iteiit,' or HlrongiNii Prci- 
iestntion, hy its two MeHHengers of ■ciigiiily* 'rire King 
looked over it * without visilikt miger'or rlunige 'of rountett* 
aiiee ; ‘ liaiidcxl it,’ we \\ * to ii Page to rejiiisil ' in 

tlio proper wasle-lmsket ;™'Hjioke |Hiliie!y to IIot two gentlo'^ 
men ; asked eaeli or one of them, * Are yon of tiie Amt 

at Breslau, then?’ using the style of Er (link -* your 

.Majesty; wc are only of the .laiahStiiiide ’ (Proviiieinl Parlia- 
incmt, such m it is)* ^Upon wliicir (ilo you iiiiirk !| * Iii« 
Mi'ijesty became still more polite ; fiskcil tiieiii to diiiriitr, niitl 
used the style of A7cd For their Puteni^ now lying »iif© in its 
waste-basket, he gave tliem sigmxi recei|it ; no iillitsr iiiiiwer, 
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llaiii stilt luMvii‘t\ ruin nn af Ntmli, ctmliimtat this 

fuitl fcir «l«v« ufittrwHrtls ; Init lliw ibaiwiiiti lionis^ 
ha.sU‘iiInj’; lovvanlH iJInguiii itinrrht’d stilt tan This Tutmliiy'^s 
march, ior t:lH‘ n*n,rwjiril tif the Aruiy, IO,O'C}0 foot luiti ^,000 
htirwe ; of Uai htnirH lon|»:, from Wcichatt Iti the liiuiilcl 

Milkau (where liin BhijcN'ty sits busy aitil aHhlilc), k llioiiglit 

to be t,lu» weiiesi i>n iiaatriL Wuiem litt ooti liriiii^cH down,, 
the Coimiry one wilt! lake of eihl\'iug tmuL l,I}> to llit* knee 
ftaMmiriy mibis Itigt^llier ; up to ilm middle for long Hpi'iC'C‘a ; 
somelimcH evui up to ilu* chin or ttecprr, where ytnir bridge 
ww witslied away, dlie FruHNiaiin marclH*tl ihroiigli it, a» if 
they liitd iMH'm slate or iroia Ibutk aial file, nobody Cjuiltial 
his rank, iudHidy Itiohed sour in the fai «5 they bwik llie 
pouring of the skies, jim! the ml sea» of termslriiil liijitiii, iw 
malterH thal tmisl he ; cheered one nnother wit!i jtH*tr4lieN, 
witli clioral Hiiatchcw (lolaicco, I consider, wt.iuti:l not liyrii); 
atwl swanhed nnwcaricdly forwnrth IVn limim scniwi of ihetti 
were out, their march: being tw'cnty or Iweiity-live milci ; 
ten to fiftnai wiw tlie average diat.anco come. Nor, siiigiiliir 
to say, tlid any loss «iceur ; exwjd of mm jioor ,.Ariity"‘ 

C3ha|)huu, itiitl allogyllier of one poor 8olcliia^’*« 
clangeronaly Iioili of them, Imyoncl rccieniptioii who, tiikirig tlw 
wrong side of HOine ta'!d;;r pamp*-!* Poor SoklierV Wifoi wbe 
ill not naniixi to me at rd! ; luid luia mi liiwfory itive lhi»t, and 
tliat*shew'aa trf the regiiiwnl Hivdowf But I perceivii ib© 
wtwhcal herself iiwny in a 'IVorld-l'miimctioii ; find tliert ww 
one roiigli lhv«l.{nM*r, who priibiddy iwit md tlimt iiiglit on 
getting to tjunrlera. Iliii Majwty Muweyed til© ilaiti|i l»t* 
telioiw on the morrow not wilhoiit .•■yiupHlhy, md.. 

without aalisfiifiioit ; iillowial Ibciii a n^sbxliiy Inav nt Ali!tm.n 
to get dry mid bright iigaiti ; iind gtiv© ttiiin • fiiletiii lliidifw 
a eonipiiny,'* wlitcli w iilioiit mm- pi'tos* a with »tiit 

words of {iniiw*'^ 

Next day, llmn'iday *i^id, bin Miij©«ty mi they wirolidl, 
on to Ilerreiicloif ; which i» only flv# mlteH from OIcpMt 
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iienr enoitgli for Ilc.iilijtmrtrrs, in Hm? now lutmour of the 
place. Wullis has his im'sseiio^'r nt llcrn'iidurf, * S««Ty to 
warn your 'liji'sly. That if there he the least Imstility eom- 
MiitU'ti, I slial! have to resist it to the uturost.' lleiulquarten* 
couLiime six days at; Ui-rreiulorf, Army fmain hotly, or left, 
(.’olunin, of the Army) cantoned all round, till we consider 
what to do. 

As to the rij'ht Column, nr Seliwerin’s Division, that, after 
a rest-diiy or two, guthera itself into more ei.itiph tc sejiara- 
tion lient, tuekinjj-in its eastt'rn skirts ; anti gels on march 
again, l>y its own rtmte. Steadily stmlltward ; -ami frtnw 
Liegnitz, and the uplnml (Countries, theiti will Ik! news of 
Schwttrin aiul it hefitn; long. Rain ending, Iheri; eiisnetl a 
ringing frost;— not favtHiral>Ie for Si' ; ii|tii-.dions on (litigan: 
— and Silesia l>eeame all of Ihnty glass, with white janiks to 
the SouUi-west, wlulher Schwerin is gt»nc. 


cnAPTKR in 

l>nulH,K,M OF (Jf.OtJAU 

FiiiETiaiOH was over from Ilerremlorf with tiiK {irsl tlay- 
light, ‘ reconnuilriiig Gtogau, aiul rtxit! up t<» the very 
glacis’; sennnlug it on all sides.' Since Waliis is so rts- 
solnte, here is an intricate iitlie pw>hlem for l’i i< di irh, with 
plenty of corollaries tuiii conditions hanging to it. .Sitall we 
besiege Glogau, then? Wo inivc no siege cannon hen;. Time 
presses, Hreslau nml all tilings in such crisis ; am! it will 
take time. By wliat mcthwls amid tllogiuj lie hesi«*ged ? — 
Readers cjin consider wliat a liiiml luany Ihri ult d coil of 
things, heaping itself hero in wide welters round Glogau, ami 
straggling to tlio world's end, Friedrich Ihw on hand ; pro- 
bably those six days, of Headquarters at lleneudorf, were 
the busiest he had yet had, 

* M$U«H'G*stiiehtt, i. 45*4, 



CHAP, m.] p ll O » h ¥. M O V (,.i LO (! A H «7 

sad^Stli l)«c, r/ 4 «| I t ■ 

One il'iiitg h Iliere uu;,;lii in hi* giii 

si.nu/dd.vvMv ; iiridi Ktill tiicm* Ihi* riglil nriil 

hnlh'nn;;' jHlnnilil he rmdy ngaiusi iin nniiitig. vLei 

the Ycnitig Dcjsstuier with tluil Iteurguanli (rr nf 

Kh'OOCh wli}c*lt k innv nl. Crmmu ecnne tiji niid rissiNt hws” 
arthn'H Fried rieh ; Ouicl lei him lu* Ihr the tieiirH nrr 

preg'uant. ! ' On fnrilier reihriiinu j«*rhu|iH mi iirw nniMntrM 
from Hreshiig hVieclrieli jiereeives Hint liiere run he im lie- 
Hieging of Ole*»nii lit tiiiH fioint of lime; ihni the !{r*servt% 
Hair of the llt*aervt% inUHi he left, io' * mnak ' it; to liolit it iii 
strict h!oekiid<% willi sinrvalion ilailv luivunelng iim im ally 
to IIS, aia'l will'i ai|>i.nre hy hoinlinniineni jtosailile wlieii we 

like. That is the itliiniiiie deeif^itin 'arrived at tliroitgli a 

welter of duhielies, ennui* r|u»i Iiie;.-, and eoiwiderti- 

tions, which we now take ini nmnmi of. A nioni laisy 
week ; Frietiricli iiUTssaiilly in inoiioiu now liere now I here ; 
and a great deal of heavy work got. welt iiial rn,|iitlly ilciiie. 
ThcMletidls of wliiel’H in tfaene exuherant Atjmn'.erij*!'., ivoiiid 
but weary the reader. Cdioosing of t.he jiroja^r fiOMla and 
bfiltering«jilares (|HiHt *oit the tiiher hhIc of the *on 

this side of it/ * on tJic I.%land in the ndrldlc of ilY)i anil 
ohslinate nntn*urlui};’: find juvj’»;.rn:;^; of the siitne ill sjiite 
of frost; * womleii Inidge hnilt farlhta* Uju with * rrgiilii- 
tion of tlie riverdioiitss the Polisli I’Vrry,' niai riitir'li all 
this we oiidt ; and will ghinw only at one jaiint;, hy 

way of 8iiiiii|'ile ; 

# # I im!iHjieir''!al3!e iif at!, tlia Mlafir ksi ta firavlfle Katwipterieei s 
«ii'iter« I'wiw tlie new |ilafi, Hliinlt will Imre to l»i» ffdtf«i"eil 
heaceforih, 11ia IVavliir'Ifil 

their tiilci) fire wii'iiiiuniwh frata nine or ten (,!irrlo« wliktli «f« likely In 
li« iritarcitiwl s tliey ii|»|Mmr puntinally ainl In riiiitiitiiiiiiy 

woricn ilia Irievitiiiili. liiiilC tliae« themi to «tart witli ; a» itatriy »i 

^^niiiiily-flvii «c)vtir«/’ -itiiy not glvon, ton |irol.*fikly an« of Ilia itit l« 

Ilemimlorf : not C^trrbtfimi ifiitlfi mm I 

Hlhmor imm» tlit ninety '‘Uve I^iiilVEklwt are I«i4rii«tii4 tiy propr 
partiiM, Wtifit tim In font i-jA,- riilbn In# in iiieai# In eiiii'l to lli« 

mnm ; wlwt Hi© Cavalry*! k, imii that of ilia Cavalry*# llo»i, ThImiIm* 
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statemenfcj succinct^ correct^ clear to tlie siin pleat cap-veity^ sliows what 
quotities of men on foot^ and of men on horsehack, or togii with draught- 
cattle^ will march through their veapectivo Circles ; Land’s-Eldesta con- 
clude what amount of meal and butcher s-meat it will be indispensable 
to have in readiness; — what Land’s-Eldest can deny the fact? These 
Papers still exists at least the long-winded Summary of them does : and 
I own the reading of it far less insupportable than that of the moun- 
tains of Proclamatoryj Manifesto and Diplomatic matter. Nay^it leaves 
a certain wholesome impression on the mind, as of business thoroughly 
well done ; and a matter, capable, if left in the chaotic state, of running 
to all manner of depths and heights, compendiously forced to become 
cosmic in this manner. 

^ These Land’s-Eldest undertake, in a mildly resigned or even hopeful 
humour. They will manage as required in their own Circles ; will 
communicate with the Circles farther on ; and everywhere the due pro- 
viants, prestations, furtherances, shall be got together by fair apportion- 
ment on the Silesian Community, and he punctually ready as the Army 
advances. Book-keeping there is to he, legible record of everything; 
on all hands quittance” for everything furnished: and a time is 
coming, when such quittance, presented by any Silesian man, will be 
counted money paid by him, and remitted at the next tax-day, or other- 
wise made good. Wkich promise also was accurately kept, the hoped-for 
time having come. It must he owned the Prussian Army understands 
business ; and, with brevity, reduces to a minimum its own trouble, and 
that of other people, non-fighters, who have to do with it. Non-fghters, 
I; say ; to fighters we hope it will give a respectable maximum of 
trouble when applied to ^ 

The Gotter Negotiation at Vienna, which we saw begin 
there that wet Sunday, is now fast ending, as good as ended ; 
without result except of a negative kind. Getter’s Pro- 
posals, — ^would the reader wish to hear these Proposals, 
which were so intensely interesting at one time ? They ars 
fivefold ; given with great brevity by Friedrich, by us with 
still greater : 

V. ^Will fling myself heartily into the Austrian scale, and endeavour 
for the interest of Austria in this Pragmatic matter, with my whole 
strength against every comer. 

2°, ^ Will make treaty with Vienna, with Russia and the Sea-Powers, 
to that effect. 


^ Heldm-Geuhichte^ i. 492-499. 
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^Wiil help by vote^ and with whole amount of interest will 
endeavour^ to have Grand-Duke Franz, the Queen’s Husband, chosen 
Kaiser ; and to maintain such choice against all and sundry. Feel myself 
strong enough to accomplish this result ; and may, without exaggeration, 
venture to say it shall be done. 

4®. *’To help the Court of Vienna in getting its affairs into good order 
and fencible condition, — will present to it, on the shortest notice, Two 
Million Gulden (200,000/.) ready-money.' — Infinitely welcome this 
Fourth Proposition ; and indeed all the other Three are welcome : but 
they are saddled with a final condition, which pulls down all again. 
This, which is studiously worded, politely evasive in phrase, and would 
fain keep old controversies asleep, though in substance it is so fatally 
distinct, — we give in the King’s own words : 

5 \ ^ For such essential services as those to which I bind myself by 
the above very onerous conditions, I naturally require a proportionate 
recompense ; some suitable assurance, as indemnity for all the dangers 
I risk, and for the part (role) I am ready to play : in shoi't, I require 
hereby the entire and complete cession of all Silesia, as reward for my 
labours and dangers which I take upon myself in this course now to be 
entered upon for the preservation and renown of the House of Austria ; ' 
— Silesia all and whole ; and we say nothing of our ^ rights ’ to it ; 
politely evasive to her Hungarian Majesty, though in substance we are 
so fatally distinct.^ 

These were Friedrich’s Proposals ; written down with his 
own hand at Reinsberg, iSve or six weeks ago (November 
ITth is the date of it); in what mood, and how wrought 
upon by Schwerin and Podewils, we saw above. Gotter has 
fulfilled his instructions in regard to this important little 
Document ; and now the effect of it is — ? — Gotter can report 
no good effect whatever. ‘ Be cautious,’ Friedrich instructs 
him farther ; ^ modify that Fifth Proposal I will take less 
than the whole, if attention is paid to my just claims on 
Schlesien.” ’ To that eifect writes Fiuedrich once or twice. 
But it is to no purpose ; nor can Gotter, with all his 
industry, report other than worse and worse. Nay, he reports 
before long, not refusal only, but refusal with mockery: 
‘ How strange that his Prussian Majesty, whose official post 

^ Preuss, Thronhesteigung^ P* 45I> ‘from Olenschlager, GmhicUe des InUr^- 
regnV (Frankfurt, 1746), *i. 134.* 
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1-4 4 i i'jrc, v/ia 

ill a.H Kur-Bmitdeulnu'i; nitil K-ii'a'i's C luiiiihrrliui^ 

liiiH betii la ewar niut tmvi/l la i\\v !laii-4» af AtiHlriu, 

shiiuli! iu»w Hi’laijj far la it !' A jiiriiMif 

wil:» wliicli lijukl !u»t lull pravaki* kVii-ilru'Ii ; iiml wmiii hiia 

that I'iiiari on lIiiM iiiallvr iai;,;tst hm wfll 

StU‘l'i liad hmi \m awn UiDiiy-t'U tVaiii Iba liisl ; tail in 

eoiiiplianca willi i^-rlavarin niul railinvi!'! \w \\m wtlliti},^ la 

try. 

Ik'l.tar far HaiTsa, and far a!! f!ia wailil luiw nairli 

belter, rinilil .slir have aer-.'pfj^d ilii.i Idflti I*rajia,viUari ! fiiit 
iiow coulil ^ilus "dhi' IiHiieriiii I#i«iy, lirv*»!iiiie af iuirajie, 
tliuug'Ii liy arriiiiiit with aiily ii few |iiiiiiiil^i at ri‘riity aitaritn’ 
at I'lreseiit? 'rwenty ycarii af bilter anil ngany |a 

liernelf anil all the warli!, wiit? .a*y first ; a liinv laitl; af 

Nature liavltig lnnu‘d up, a new Kluj^ilaiii willi 

real King to it ; not iwagnimililtt ii,i niirh, liy ilw young 
Queen of l!!iuy,ary or by any otlier iierniiii, lilt it do 
its proofs. 

Whai Hrrlin k wfmi Frktltkh i,i l/iia/aii|a* 

What Frieiii'iiifs own Innnoiir is, wlmt Frifilrirliki own 
iuner niaii is saying to tiiun wltile all tin* w’orkl so liiilililes 
about bis Silesimi Ailvenlnre? Of this too llieiti ait% tlioiigli 
in ililuted slate, somet a'lnunaTiniri hi be hiuh rliiiily in tin? 
Correspondence wit’li Jonlain 

Ingeniou;-i Jordain Inspector of llie tVair at lleiiiii, "-Atii 
tliousand old women at their wheeb hiirtiiniiig jilmiii'iiilly in 
the background of our inmjpnalitm.s tlwiigfi be snys iiolliitig 
of ilia, I, ■■wrihv; twice a week to Ids Miije4y : p!* aui 
gossijiy Letters, with an easy rt‘sp4:i*tfnin«‘>s tint giiiiig intt:i 
sycophancy anywhere; which keep llw eauipa!i>;uii.{j'; iCirig well 
abreast of the Iterliii news am! riiincnirs: .aaa^-lhing like llio 
essence of an Old ^^rw^paper; not witlimit worth in our 
present .Enterprise, One specimen, if w© liiiil room I 
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Jordan to the King (successively from Berliiij — somewhat 
abridged) 

No. 1. ^Berlin, 14ih December 1740’ (day after his Majesty left). 

^ Everybody here is on tiptoe for the Event ; of which both origin and 
end are a riddle to the most. 1 am charmed to see a part of your 
Majesty’s Dominions in a state of Pyrrhonism ; the disease is epidemical 
here at present. Those who^ in the style of theologians^ consider them- 
selves entitled to be certain^ maintain That your Majesty is expected 
with religious impatience by the Protestants, and that the Catholics hope 
to see themselves delivered from a multitude of imposts which cruelly 
tear-up the beautiful bosom of their Church. You cannot but succeed in 
your valiant and stoical Enterprise, since both religion and worldly 
interest rank themselves under your flag. 

^Wallis,’ Austrian Commandant in Glogau, ^they say, has punished a 
Silesian Heretic of enthusiastic turn, as blasphemer, for announcing that 
a new Messiah is just coming. I have a taste for that kind of martyrdom. 
Critical persons consider the present step as directly opposed to certain 
maxims in the Anti-Macchiavel. 

^The#word Manifesto * — (your Majesty’s little Patent on entering 
Silesia, which no reader shall be troubled with at present) — ^is the 
burden of every conversation. Rumour goes, there is a short Piece of 
the kind to come out today, by way of preface to a large complete 
exposition, which a certain J urisconsult is now busy with. People crowd 
to the Bookshops for it, as if looking-out fora celestial phenomenon that 
had been predicted. —This is the beginning of my Gazette; can only 
come out twice a week, owing to the arrangement of the Posts. Friday, 
the day your Majesty crosses into Silesia, I shall spend in prayer and 
devotional exercises : Astronomers pretend that Mars will that day enter ’ 
— no matter what. 

The above Manifesto rumour is correct; Jurisconsult is ponder- 
ous Herr Ludwig, Kanzler (Chancellor) of Halle University, monster of 
law-learning, — who has money also, and had to help once with a House 
in Berlin for one Nussler, a son-inTaw of his, transiently known to us ; 
—ponderous Ludwig, matchless or difficult to match in learning of this 
kind, will write ample enough Deductions (which lie in print still, to 
the extent of tons weight), and explain the Erbverbruderung and violence 
done upon it, so that he who runs may read. Postpone him to a calmer 
time. 

No. 2. ^ Berlin, Saturday nth December, Manifesto has appeared/— 
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^ f U ! 'jIIiIi I'Sfr, 

eim I'w uiidi^r HlraUt iiffobwi'lH, In iiinny' il«iuk'-* ; ’ t;'i nnt wurif'i 
reiulinii; iinw : Iiu*niiifNtal>!n I'n-ikN ottr liMti-A' lia'4 Imi* liail tm 

Brfilwioiy, liiui which ihn .\|jiji«'.tc wilt rmiytiiiM* j 

not tlic Klightent injury iulcmlctl, tur uulcinl lV»uit ili.st ; a, ml mi on I ~ 

^ IMSoplo nra «m*prwiMi at itn Iircviiy ; inul, Hftulyhii; It a-* ll4i‘t'*!ii‘;tftiw iln ii 
puHHag'is of Srrii>lur(\ call luahu aluwfiii nulhtui^ nf it. CJiMV ih cry>4itlj 
Bayn oiio ; dcxtcmuHly ohncurc hy bu)"* amvfhcr, 

* Humour that tlm i#raml4>iikc <if l^irruims* Maria 'riicrcMfH iiiihlntitil, 
at I'huuslmix iuco^'nilu lately/ tiramUhihc a coMcertaH;;, liJiriya 
think jUMipla luokiiiK into tlm ihitiii with ntrim^ hpcctarlc. tm itieir iwm 1 
*M# do lioHuvau * (French Amha^tiudei' FAfrijtir«liiiar)% lu wimm the fire , h 
wore promiHwl if they came) *Baid one tlun|.c lliat me : ** tVluii 

put the King' on inking thin Btepi I do n«»l know ,; hut iirriiapH it i'« imt 
Much a had mwJ* Surjn*! In;* iuuv» that the FIm'lor of Sax«ciy, King of 
Poland,, iM fidloa into inconmdnid*^ rcnmrHO for clmiiginil religion** (to 
Papintry, on Piipa^M hont, many long yearn ago); Mind thai it in not. to 
the P<ipc, but to the King of Prtn4Hia, that lie opciw Id'* louiri to t4,oiiiiy 
W« Miaivg.criiif.c orihiaioxy/ Wry a^tonlhliing to ♦fordmi. M liiivilting |i 
certain, all .Park ringM with your ,\hijc.HlyV rhiiirn'O iM religion* '(over 
to Catholickin,, my tlioHO aHtoni.Hlting |mo|4«s IIi’mI, coi»;}»iwrH iif the 
uiiiverHc) 1 

No. *1. * ,,/kr/hn 20//i ./h’mu/>rn JVL do Mcaumu/ Frmicli Ac‘i!«,: 

*k gone. .Ended, ycHlerday, hk survey of Hie CVdd'md. of Mc'ihilw; 
charmed with the same: charmed too, ub the puhlir k, wdlh the rich 
prewent he h«« got from mid t’ahlnel* (coronitiion iitrdal 'or med'iilH in 
gold, ,1 could guem): * people say the King of Fniiicea given In 

our M« de (’amiw k nothing to it. 

^Humour of allianra between your i^laje.nty nnd Friinre W"itli Sttcde,n/ 
. --premature rumour* Item, 'Queen of liungHry d'Ciol in ei,ii!d"-'tdrfli* ; 
—-ditto with Mtill more emphtwk ! 'Ihe day h'Cfore yoHlerriwy, in nil 
churchci, wm prayer to lleaven for euecem to yonr '3lfji,m:4yk mm*i 
intcreit'Of the Protoistatit religion ludug the one o-f the ti'iir;, nr 

the only one asuigned by the r«?vere«ii genltnmem Ai «ooioi of Ihcnc 
wordB, the «efil of the people kindles; ** .llle^a Koil for .niklinc such a 
Defender 1 Who <lared minpect our liingk liuldfereiiro lii PrtiltmK 
autism ? ** " 

A right clever thing thm last (0 l^mii rmip ilVliil) ! loiel'iiitfw Jpnlttiii 
—though It ii not clever or tho coiilrary, 'iiol. bflrig ilriiiniiliriilly 
prearranged, as Jordan extdto to ibink. »liirdiiii, llniugt* llioro nro tlreg* 
of old devotiott lying iwlecp in him, whieli will nimi ititw new ictlviiy 

» In IMdin^Gmkidkf i, 44S, 453 (what Joidaii ticw allmlrt to} 1 ik 
(‘Pcductiou* itself, Ludwig hr all lik sti'crigiln some iln-ct wttki !■■ ;; : in 

Oknsdi^er (doubtless) ; in etc* etc* 
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a2<l-38th Dec. r/,^o1 . , 

wheu slim'd wfor ilia ft vary nuHvIiaviiu? hiw 

I am perceive, --riuH is the Hulmtimco of puldic rimMmr at, llcrltn far mm 
week. Friedrich ftiwwerji : 

* 7\) 3L Jordan^ at Utrltn 

* Quurteir at Mtikmif t(ruw7*ds lOM Ihrtwhr (rntufartiddc 

Jo8uit*-FHfcahli«h:ine!Jt at Milkim, Friedrich j tint in, cat uf the rniit).--* 

^Seignour Jordnii) tl»y Iictter him ^iveu me a tleal nf pleasure in re|;'iird 
to all thewa talkiiig« thou reportt*Ht I'omorrtnv * (not tomorrow;, nor 
naxtday; wet troopH ueed a roMt) * I iirrlve at om* Inst wtntioii ihi» 
Glogau, which place I hope to gel in a few dnya, All lhv»mr^ my (Iehi|,ue^ ; 
and I hope to return to llerlin, after cfliccutiog them ghohmiHly nod hi a 
way to ho content with, Let the Ignorant and the enviouH n,ilk ; il i:»i not 
tlioy tliat Hhall ever Kcrve m loadniar to my dewigim ; not they, hut tUory ' 
(la Ghire; Fame,, (h'pcndlug not on them); ^ with the love of that i iwti 
]Ktietrated luoro tlmn ever,* my trtmp^ Inmi thiilr hearts! hig eilh it, aitd 
I an>wv'er to thee for «iica»8. Adieu, dear Jordan, "IFriie me all t!ie ill 
that the public aay« of thy Friend, and Im pt‘nmaded that I love in of will 
entoem thee alwaya/«--F* 


Jordan to the Aln^ 

No, 4 * Bwiing Ziih Ikmahm Your MitjeHty*a Letter fllla me with 
joy and contentment I'he 1 own deebred your Mihe,i»ly !<! \m air«»ttily in 
Breslau s founding on iome Uiiter to a Mardmiit here, Ever «inre they 
think of your Majewty acting for Proteatnntism, they make you t»tii|i along 
with Htiides of AchlUeo to tlio endi of Hllesia. Foreign liniri?! are nil 
rating tluir Aniha««adora hero for not finding you out. 

^W'olf/ his nagotliitioiw amchided at luat, Gum entered llulli* filmiist 
Hki the triumphant. .Entry into «lerimaleni. A concourse of peilwiita 
emcorted him to hi» .lioimm L.i!.iige* (his ohi enemy, who aceiwed hiin of 
Athelwm and <)ther thingw} Glim called to um him, innl loaded .him wiili 
civiliticMj to the aHtonlwhment of the old (h*ilmdo«,^ There let tiini rimt, 
well hiitlomid in giiitera, and iivtdtling to nnmiit atiiira, ♦ ^ MMiliiite de 
lloucoulle liiw aeiit inii the three objects adjidnei.l, for your Maje^tyV 
behoof/-*' woollen ludiioveineiita, done by tlie neeille, good i^aiiiit tlii 
winter weathir .for one ilia nuwod. Ilia good old .aouL .Kiiougli now of 
JordaaA 

Voltaire, who left UerHit 2d or Sd T^icctitlw r, »c*ms to 
have been stopt by overdow of rivom nlK«»t Clove, thoii to 
have taken boat; and i«, about this very time, writing to 

’ CRmmii* *vll. 7S"?*‘ 

von. IV ' e 
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The situation of Breslau, all this while, is very critical. 
Much bottled emotion in the place; no Austrian Garrison 
admissible ; Authorities dare not again propose such a thing, 
though Browne is tuiming every stone for it, — lest the emotion 
burst bottle, and take fire. I have dim account that Browne 
has been there, has got 300 Austrian dragoons into the Dorn 
Insel {Cathedral Island ; ^ Not in the City, you perceive ! ’ 
says General Browne : ^ no, separated by the Oder, on both 
sides, from the rest of the City ; that stately mass of edifices, 
and good military post ’) ; — and had hoped to get the 
suburbs burnt after all. But the bottled emotion was too 
dangerous. For, underground, there are Brownes : one 
especially ; a certain busy Deblin, Shoemaker by craft, whom 
Friedrich speaks of, but gives no name to; this zealous 
Cordwainer, Deblin, and he is not the only individual of like 
humour, operates on the guild-brothers and lower popula- 
tions : ^ things seem to be looking worse and worse for the 
Authorities, in spite of General Browne and his activities and 
dragoons. 

What the issue will he? Judge if Friedrich wished the 
Young Dessauer come! Friedrich’s Hussar parties (or 
Schwerin’s, instructed by Friedrich) go to look if the Breslau 
subux'bs are burnt. Far from it, if Friedrich knew ; — the 
suburbs merely sit quaking at such a proposal, and wish the 
Prussians were here. ‘ But there is time ahead of us,’ said 
everybody at Breslau ; ^ Glogau will take some sieging ! ’ 
Browne, ixj the course of a day or two, — guessing, I almost 
think, that Glogau was not to be besieged, — ranked his 300 
Austrian dragoons, and rode away ; sending the Austrian 
State-Papers, in half a score of wagons ahead of him. 
‘ Archives of Breslau ! ’ cried the general population, at sight 
of these wagons ; and largely turned out, with emotion again 
like to unbottle itself. ‘ Mei'e Tax-Ledgers, and records of 
the Government Offices ; come and convince yourselves ! ’ 
answered the Authorities. And the ten wagons went on; 

^ Preuss, Thronbesteigungi p. 469 ; CEuvres de FHdiric^ ii. 61. 
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at Ohliiti aiiil lkU.%^ fur fn..rUuT lailing id ihe like 
kiucL Which waguus ilic Frashian light laa'-’^e chaMah Init 
could iK>t ciitch* On to Mihu’i’U went: thesi* .Arcliivt'-avugniis ; 

'ko Bri'iuig fa,r over Uic^tJiant l\!uuiitt.nin,H ;■■■ diil Jiul i*uine hark 

’^'or a long while, nor io their funner Froprietta at, alL 

Tue.stlay 27’lh, Leojiulci the Young ileasnuar tiues linallv 
wnl.Ii his liesena*, a.i lilugnu : uevtT nnui won* Wi‘!eoitie ; 
^oeh a foniieiiliition going on at Breslau,- -kianvn io Frit si rich, 
*wk 1 it will issue in, if he th^lay, ihiI kiitnvn. Willi 

is put into his t-harge ; jiosls u!l yieliini! to 
him; orders glivrn, hlorkadx iu be strieiiiess iiselt', hul no 
hghting if avoidahl-c* ; Nsfarvaiion will noon do it, two itiontliM 

nuistl hojicH Frinlricli, too sangnite* iw ii |irovtt! - 

and witli enrlicMl; claglighl; on the 28 tlg Il‘iedricli« Arriiv, 
hriedrich himself in ihe van as usu-hI, is on march again ; 
nt ila best HjHxal for Breslau. Head this Not-i^ ihv ilo-i\kui : 

Frmtrif'k ii* Jf. nf /ic/“//ii 

* />r<\ IT'IO, ,n>iia-ASj I nutrcli twiuxaMW l*»r 

theKluu ; luiti Hhull l»e tlierc in four dayw/- it lia{'»|‘-cactt ; tliere 

f'W waul'd seem, new rriHua tor liUHto). ^ Vrtn Hiaiiner^ ' u*'*' 

^4th iiiHi) *' hnve a sfdrii of ju iigt*'*’)*, whirl* goes t»e)oad lur, fii I 
go my roati ; jind thou wilt short.Iy .'Siichia muliisl la ihe linl of our 
Adieu; this k alt I Imve time to tell Itrligloi* * 

v^neHiaii nroieidaniisiu,, and Bve^iauY i.’orthvainerh ^ odigiriii and oar 
mhlhw will do tliv rmt 

ltd! Maappri.iit.-. | grant ilio?-<a Pendonsi ho jn'o|,i(i.'*e» for hit* Ar'adeini- 
emug ; lyi^i I wuhjiH’ta for timi dignity in tl*e 

'‘amiiiry ivluw I am, witImL C'iire him n*y cNnnidi!;;. iVl lYnhiiic'd' 

him marcli was of t.lii? swift eat, swifti*r even I him hwi liitrii 

^^ipecied vvhicli, ns Silesia is nil ringing glass, li'cruriies 

tttore achievable than hifely. Hut certain reidiucnt'w luihlid 
themselvcH in miu-oluug' ; ‘•in three iiiarrio'--., suvu* uptm 
seventy milea,’ w^itli their baggage jingling in iiiii provimitv. 
*wough Gl:is(*n.(l[>rr, llitucu ihnitigh l’nrc!i«itA .\>'Ui>!;iria, 
p8$a, places that will be better known to tis ; nn Halunlny, 
™t night of tlw Year, his Majesty^ ItKlgetl at n S. hio.,,. 
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Filsintz, five miles to west uf ]Ja‘slau ; luiti vmi-ward re»i- 
metvts, a good few, <iunrtered in llie Wesicaii ami Stmihem 
suburbs of Breslau iistdf; suburbs decick.‘d!y glad to see iheim 
and escape conflagratiom 'Ilie Town "s a, re lierineUcally 
shut; pK-iuy of emotion boilled in iiu» 100,000 bearls 
withim The seidrics on the walls pri'snniid arms ; naj, it is 
affirmed, some could not help exclaiming, * IVilkoinmrun Ihr 
Uebm lierren (\VeI(‘om(\ dear Sirs) ! " ^ 

Colonel Posa<lowsky (active Horse Colonel wlioin we have 
seen before, wlio jjerhaps has been in B,ri».stiu tirfore) k‘ft 
orders Hit the Seultet (Jnnleir'l loused that ail must l)e ready 
and the rooms warmed, Ids Ma/iesiy inimiding to ma*ive liere 
early on the morrow. Which hapoiMintl acciu’dinglv ; Majesty 
aligliting duly at said Harden llmr'-ts msir by the ydiweidiiitz 
Gate.~i fancy almost before In’cak of day. 


chaft.ee IV 

BHKSLAU tINDKR SOFT VilVSSl^KK 

Tiin issue of lids lSrt‘slau trnuNadian is known, or could lie 
stated in few worils ; nor is i.he maimer of it such as woiilih 
for Bre8liiu**H sidic, deserve many. But wt* are tcioking into 
Friedrich, wish to know bis manner nnd asjieds : and liiTi% 
ready to our hand, a Taper turns up, comjahHl by nn exact 
person with het.tcr leisure than ours, lolmih'Iy detailing every 
part of the affair* This Fapm*, after tlie tpio^dfuau litirii or 
insert? is to have tlm lot; of ;;p|w':irlng' here, with what 
abridgiiusds are jiossible ; 

^^indayM Jamiar// 174L Tha Khi|^ litvirig liifniiilf in 

HermScultet^ Cfarflen«llati«ei not fiir from the Scliwehliiit* i'hde^ Ihirti 
began a delkate mid great a|M‘rathm. Ilte Ihmisltiw, in « iiiffc miitlniM 
mwmer, in the gray of the inoniing, push out the ir wtilriti tiiwiirih llii 
Three Gates on this shin of the (khv ; any iliiiiw/* or tlw 


^ I# 534* 
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like, Unit may \m fit for a post; anu noftly pijt twenty grenatlierH '* in 
it. All tliiM hofoi‘<‘ Hiinrise. }ire;4aii iw i'in»<!ly ; llrr^laii fhMny.ht 
alwayn it ronkl stand upon its i^’unrtl, if nttaekiut ; in in»w, iii CHlieial 
quarters, illHmally un<’ortain if it ran ; giMun'itl pt»pulatiun luu'outin|.f 
certain that it cannot, and waiiluf^ auxiouH on the dtnadopincut of this 
grand dnuua. 

^ About 7 A.M. a PruNHian Huhalterti advanchig within cry of the 
Schweidnit/ (late, requests of th<» 'Town guard there, 1*o send him out a 

''rown-Ollicer. Town OHuun* appears; in informed, roiom'Is 

FoHJuhnvKky ami Ih>r<*k, ( '(»nnui>.sioners or plenipotentiary Messeiif'icrs 
from his Prussian Majesty, diwire admittamuMo (tie t Jnct Mage-trnie of 
.lireHla,u, for tiie jmrpose of sif^nifying aliut his Pru^^iaai Maiesly*a 
instnudions are/' d owndlllieer tmvvs, amt goes upon his errand. 1‘ou n« 
Ollieer is some eonsiderahle time ludore lie ean return ; CMy Authorities 
being, as we know, various, partly Imperial, partly Mvie ; eldcrl y ; iind 
eome of them gone to^ rhurrh,- for matiuH, or to he out of the uay, 
However, he does at last return; ndmltH the tw'o <'’oIotrels, mrd efumrT 
them lionouraldy, to the i'hief | Lord ■■♦Mayor) old Herr von 
OirUmarT ; where the poor old *Mha‘stdent of the edo-r" ,lai/ *' tVon 
Scliatlgotscli the name of ihis latter) is likewise in attendmu'e. 

^Prussian Majesty’s |n‘oposnl« are of the mjlde>«t sui*t : Nothintt 

demanded of lireslau hut the plainly iinhspenHahle and iiidi^qmf.'dde, 
Hint P'rUKHia he in it what Austria has Ireeii. In all ef-*e, Mini a, % 

Strict mmtrality to liia^slau, respect for its privile'ge^aH a Free t'ily of' the 
Heidi ; protection tO' ail its rights and privileges whrrtsoever, Modi he 
guarded hy its O'Wn tJarrison ; mi Prussian wohlier to enter except wdtii 
side-ariuM ; only flo guanl-i for the King’s person, wiro uill visit the t'ily 
for a few tlays ;■ -intenda to form ii *\Ingir/.ine, with guard of l.iirin men, 
hut only outside th<‘ Lily ; no rei|uisitions ; ready-nmncy I'o-r «*V'er'ytlninr, 
Chief ^iyndic Hui/.iuar and President SehalfgotHeh slial! cme.idrr Ihiw 
poiiiiHf”^ Synilic and President answer, ♦Snridy ! t'ainiol, houever, 
decifie till ttrey Irave assemhlrd thelowmUath ; the two lierien t ojonds 
will idease t<» lie guests of Hrehlan, and lodge in the C'ity lift thiun 

^Aml they lodged, iiemirdliigly, in the {railed i!mi 

hig (‘entra! Kijuitriq where the Hathhima Is) ; and they iiimle 
awl rt»cdved visits, - visited eMpeeially t]Hv<1jh»f Pr«*sideiiFa < tflice, Ihe 
Oher-Amt, and signified tJiere, that Ida Prussian fVhiiesty’a expeclitlioii 
wiw, lliey wmdd give some iiremint of that rather high Proeluiimli*m -or 
*'CPid;erit ** tln 7 had puldiwhed iigaiiiMt him the other diiy, andd Ihuuder 
and lig'htning here, ■ami wlmt limy now thought wumtd he «»xperlimit 
it? ^ All in gravii ■ofliiuiil iernm, but of wndi a |iiir|mrt at ww nnt 
txlii^ifimting in everyluoly in tlmwi Oher-Ami localiliea, 

* 1. 53?, 
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^ Moil day morning 2d January. The Rath is assembled ; and consults^ 
— consults at ^reat length. and Syndic Gutzmar^ in such 

crisis^ would fain have advice from Alm/-Ilouse or President SchalFgotsch ; 
but can get none : considerable coming and going between them : at 
length, about three in the afternoon, the Treaty is got drawn-up ; is 
signed by the due Breslau hands, and by the two Prussian Colonels, — 
which latter ride out with it, about 4 of the clock ; victorious after thirty 
hours. Straight towards the Scultet Garden ride they; Town-guard 
presenting Arms, at the Schweidnitz Gate ; nay, Town-band breaking-out 
into music, which is never done but to Ambassadors and high people. 
By thirty hours of steady soft pressure, they have brought it thus far. 

^ Friedrich had waited patiently all Sunday, keeping steady guard at 
the Gates ; but on Monday, naturally, the thirty hours began to hang 
heavy : at all events, he perceived that it would be well to facilitate con- 
clusions a little from without. Breslau stands on the West, more strictly 
speaking, on the South side of the Oder, which makes an elbow here, 
and thus bounds it, or mostly bounds it, on two sides. The big drab- 
coloured River spreads out into Islands, of a confused sort, as it passes ; 
which are partly built upon, and constitute suburbs of the Town, — 
stretching over, here and there, into strag:gles of farther sulmrb beyond 
the River, where a road with its biidge happens to cross for the Eastern 
parts. The principal of these Islands is the Dom known to 

General Browne and us, — ^on which is the Cathedral, and the Close with 
rich Canons and their edifices ; Island filled with strong high architec- 
ture ; and a superior military post. 

^Friedrich has already as good as possessed himself of the Three 
landward Gates, which look to the south and to the west ; the river- 
ward gates, or those on the north and the east, he perceives that it were 
good now also to have ; these, and even perhaps something more ? 

Gather all the river-boats, make a bridge of them across the Oder ; 
push across 400 men : ” this is done on Monday morning, under the 
King’s own eye. This done, March up to that riverward Gate, and 
also to that other, in a mild but dangerous-looking manner ; hew the 
beams of said Gate in two ; start the big locks ; fling wide open said Gate 
and Gates : ” this too is done ; Town-guard looking mournfully on. This 

done, March forward swiftly, in two halves, without beat of drum, 

whitherward you know I ” 

^ Those three hundred Austrian Dragoons, we saw them leave the Dorn 
Island, three days ago ; there are at present only Six Men, of the Bishop’s 
Guard, walking under arms there,— at the end of the chief bridge, on 
the Townward side of their Dorn Island, See, Prussian caps and muskets, 
ye six men under arms ! The six men clutch at their drawbridge, and 
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hastily set about hoisting- : — alas^ another Prussian corps, which has come 

privately by the eastern (or Countryward) Bridge, King himself with it, 
taps them on the shoulder at this instant ; mildly constrains the six into 
their guardhouse : the drawbridge falls ; 400 Frussijin grenadiers take 
quiet possession of the Dom Island : King may return to the Scultet 
Garden, having quickened the lazy hours in this manner. To such of 
the Canons as he came upon, his Majesty was most polite ; they most 
submiss. The six soldiers of the drawbridge, having spoken a little loud, 
— still more a too zealous beef-eater of old Schaflgotscli's ioiind here, 
who had been very loud, — were put under arrest ; but more for form's 
sake ; and were let go, in a day or two.' 

Nothing could be gentler on FriedriclTs part, and on that 
of his Two Colonels, than this delicate operation throughout : 
— and at 4 p.m., after thirty hours of waiting, it is done, and 
nobody’s skin scratched. Old Syndic Gutzniar, and the Town- 
Rath, urged by perils and a Town Population who are 
Protestant, have signed the Surrender with goodwill, at least 
with resignation, and a feeling of relief. The Ober-Amt 
Officials have likewise had to sign ; full of all the silent spleen 
and despondency which is natural to the situation : spleen 
which, in the case of old Schaffgotsch, weak with age, l)econies 
passionately audible here and there. He will have to give 
account of that injurious Proclamation, or Queen’s ^ Patent,’ 
to this King that has now come. 

enters Breslau ; stays there ^ gracious and xngdmity 
Four Days (Jan. 2d-6th, 1741) 

In the Royal Entrance which took place next day, note 
these points. Syndic Gutzoiar and the Authorities came out, 
in grand coaches, at 8 in the morning ; had to wait a while ; 
the King, having ridden away to look after his manifold 
affairs, did not get back till 1 0. Town Guard and Garrison 
are all drawn out ; Gates all flung open, Prussian sentries 
withdrawn from them, and from the Excise-houses they had 
seized : King’s Kitchen-and-Proviant Carriages (four mules to 
each, with bells, with uncommonly rich housings) : King’s 
Body-Coach very grand indeed, and grandly escorted, the 
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Thirty Bodyguards riding ahead ; but notliiiig in it, only a 
most superfine cloak * lined wholly with ermine ’ flung upon 
the seat. Other Coaches, more or less grandly escorted ; 
Head Cup-bearers, Seneschals, Princes, Margraves : — -but 
where is the King? King had ridden away, a second time, 
with chief Generals, taking survey of the Town Walls, round 
as far as the Ziegel-Thor (Tile-Gate, extreme south-east, by 
the river-edge) : he has thus made the whole circuit of 
Breslau ; — unwearied in picking-up useful knowledge, ‘ though 
it was very cold,’ while that Procession of Coaches went on. 

At noon, his Majesty, thrifty of time, did enter : on horse- 
back, Schwerin riding with him ; behind him miscellaneous 
chief Officers ; Borck and Posadowsky among others ; some 
miscellany of Page- people following. With this natural 
escort, he rode in; Town-Major (Commandant of Town-guard), 
with drawn sword going ahead ; — King wore his usual Cocked 
Hat, and practical Blue Cloak, both a little dimmed by 
service : but his gray horse was admirable ; and Four scarlet 
Footmen, grand as galoon and silver fringe could make them, 
did the due magnificence in dress. He was very gracious ; 
saluting to this side and to that, where he noticed j)eople of 
condition in the windows. ^ Along Schweidnitz Street, across 
the Great Ring, down Albrecht Street.’ Pie alighted, to 
lodge, at the Count-Schlegenberg House ; wliich used to be 
the Austrian Cardinal von Sinzendoi'f Primate of Silesia’s 
hired lodging, — SinzendorPs furniture is put gently aside, on 
this new occasion. King came on the balcony ; and stood 
there for some minutes, that everybody might see him. 
The ^ immense shoutings,’ Dryasdust assures me, have been 
exaggerated ; and I am warned not to believe the Kriegs- 
Fama such and such a Number, except after comparing it 
with him. — That day there was dinner of more than thirty 
covers, Chief Syndic Gutzmar and other such guests ; but as 
to the viands, says ,my friend, these, owing to the haste, were 
nothing to speak of.^ 

^ Heldm-Geschichtey i. 545-548. 
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Dinner, better and better ordered. King more and more 
gracious, so it continued all the four days of his Majesty's 
stay : — on the second day he had to rise suddenly from table, 
and leave his guests with an apology ; something having gone 
awry, at one of the Gates. Awry there, between the Town 
Authorities and a General Jeetz of his, — who is on march 
across the River at this moment (on what errand we shall 
hear), and a little mistakes the terms. His Majesty puts 
Jeetz right ; and even waits, till he sees his Brigade and him 
clear across. A junior Schaffgotsch,^ not the inconsolable 
Schaffgotsch senior, but his Nephew, was one of the guests 
this second day ; an ecclesiastic, but of witty fashionable type, 
and I think a very worthless fellow, though of a family 
important in the Province. Dinner falls about noon ; does 
not last above two hours or three, so that there is space for a 
ride to the Dom,' the first afternoon, ‘ four runners ' always), 
and for much in-door work, before the supper-hour. 

As the Austrian Authorities sat silent in their place, and 
gave no explanation of that ^ Patent,' affixed amid thunder 
and lightning, — they got orders from his Majesty to go their 
ways next day ; and went. In behalf of old President von 
Schaff'gotsch, a chief of the Silesian Nobility, and man much 
loved, the Breslau people, and men from every guild and rank 
of society, made petition That he should be allowed to con- 
tinue in his Town liouse here. Which ^ first request of 
yours' his Majesty, with much grace, is sorry to be obliged 
to refuse. The suppressed, and insuppressible, weak indigna- 
tion of old Schaffgotsch is visible on the occasion ; nor, I 
think, does Friedrich take it ill ; only sends him out of the 
way with it, for the time. The Austrian Ober-Amt vanished 
bodily from Breslau in this manner; and never returned. 
Pi'oper ^War-Commission {Feld-Kriegs-Commissariai)^ with 
Munchow, one of those skilful Custrin Mimchows, at the 
top of it, organised itself instead ; which, almost of neces- 
sity, became Supreme Government in a City ungoverned 
^ liddm^Geschichte^ ii. 159. 
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otherwise truly t.here wns little n^j^ret of tUt? (Ihfiv 

Amt, in I'lreshui ; auci ever less, to a lufirlvini exleiiti as the 
years went ou. 

On ilie r)th of January (fourlli atul last n!!„;'!ii, lieri‘), his 
Majesty gave a graial llalL iha! liirLul, or C’olont‘1 t\)sa- 
clowsky insleai'i of hitn hat! hirinh liie Asm-mJiIv' iltaniis 
{liedoidrn-Sital) fur tlu^ purjjuse : * Invil't* ul! the Nobility 
high and low;" ■ by isiiina'fe is a dural (ha-lf'guiiieii) 

eaeli ; do it well, aiul his Majesty will pay, Afarul fj in t,he 
evening, Ivis Majesty jn*rson dit! us the liouour to drive 
over ; opened the Ball with .'Matiuiu the rouutevs \oa S-.-ldr-o-a ■ 
berg (1 should gui^ss, a Lady), tu whiio* li-iuse }»,* 

lodg;'es. 1 am not a\vnn» that Ids Majesty (hirusHl rnueli 
farther; I)ul he was very iaaule,'-.iariu,ling, rriitl sjiiike auil sniihal 
up and down ;■ dJIi, aboul 10 r.M., an riliitaM' euiue in with 
a Letter, Whieh Letter liis 'Majesty liaA'iiig rrail, jtad. seem- 
ingly asked a ipiestiou or two in regard In it, |Hii sileiitiy in 
his ])oi‘ket, as if it wt^nj a finisluHl lliing. Xevia'tl'ieless, nflta* 
a few minutes, Iris 'Majt^siy was fmrml to silently wiilr' 

drawn; nud did m>l return, not evisu to Mii>pta\ Pen/eiving 
wliielu all the Prussian (dlleird peojile grmtually wlttiilrmv; 
though Ihcj dunoing ami supping coalinuetl m»t file less, to 
a late lunird 

* Open the Auslrinn .Maildmg (fV/ZeN^a), wso n, tiirle what 
they arc saying over tlu*re ! " Stieli tirdm'* Irad tnJelen'tly 
been given, this night. In eonsts|u,,,.uer' of wliiih, }H*ojiIi! 
wrote hy Dresden, atal not the dirert wsay, in ftilure ; wisli. 
ing to avoid t!ia.t openabk^ /*'V//sfvra, Ne,\t luornitig, J'l'itriiiiry 

(;!lh, Ids Majesty had left fur Olilaii, e.n,rly, 'I syppoNi/; 

thoiigli tlierc j)roved to la* nolliing ds-oi.e uherid thi/re, 
after all 


I. 55^, 
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CHAPTER V 

FRIEDMCH PUSHES FORWARD TOWARDS BRIEG 
AND NEISSE 

Ohtau is a pleasant little Town, two marches south-east 
of Breslau ; with the Ohlau River on one side, and the Oder 
on the other ; capable of some defence, were there a garrison. 
Brieg the inij)ortant Fortress, still on the Oder, is some fifteen 
miles beyond Ohlau ; after which, bending straight south and 
quitting Oder, Neisse the still more important may be thirty 
miles : — from Breslau to Neisse, by this route (which is bow^ 
not string)^ sixty-five or seventy miles. One of my Topo- 
graphers yields this Note, if readers care for it : 

^ Olilau River, an insignificant drab-coloured stream, rises well south 
of Breslau, about Strehlen ; makes, at first, direct eastward towards the 
Oder; and then, when almost close upon it, breaks off to north, and 
saunters along, irregularly parallel to Oder, for twenty miles farther, 
before it can fall fairly in. To this circumstance both Breslau and a 
Town of Ohlau owe their existence ; Towns, both of them, between 
the waters,” and otherwise well seated ; Ohlau sheltering itself in the 
attempted outfall of its little river ; Breslau clustering itself about the 
actual outfall : both very defensible places in the old rude time, and 
good for trade in all times. Both Oder and Ohlau Rivers have split and 
spread themselves into islands and deltas a good deal, at their place of 
meeting ; and even have changed their courses, and cut-out new channels 
for themselves, in the sandy country ; making a very intricate watery 
network of a site for Breslau : and indeed the Ohlau River here, for 
centuries back, has been compelled into wide meanderings, mere filling 
of rampart-ditches, so that it issues quite obscurely, and in an artificial 
engineered condition, at Breslau.* 

Ohlau had been expected to make some defence ; General 
Browne having thrown 300 men into it, and done what he 
could for the works. And Ohlau did at first threaten to 
make some ; but thought better of it overnight, and in effect 
made none ; but was got (morning of January 9th) on the 
common terms, by merely marching up to it in minatory 
posture. ^ Prisoners of War, if you make resistance ; Free 
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Willu/Iriiwal ** { I V to uiarrh «Avn\\ niTiis :s!aniM,i*ivit, ajHl 
not Ht‘rvi‘ aga.iiisi IIS for n vif vou Im". r ki.^uJo iiniio"; 

lliin is Uio caanuioH ootirMs u'lf ro lls^'ro aiv A ii-.i t'i;(ri StAlimi 
at all ; ilu* anirsif wluav uona ora, a!it! only ;i I'rw S'vjmIii's 
witli Uiair 'rown Ju'V Initl on liu* a pivj. la ilip '.i laMiyar 

wc have n!n'‘ai!y svvu, 

lA‘oin Ohlau, projU'r I)olai'*lnnauf , uitilm' Coa'ifral Kloist, iJi 
jmsluHl forwanl to snunnon liriiMr- Hi,,. oUut 

of tho rivor (wluau wi* saw cro’v.hi;,.^ at llri*A;iii lla* nihar A;'iy» 
inh.‘rnij)l !iis Maja'siy’'H tlinuor) is tt> ronpoivilt* wilh Klaisl; 
ill thjit oiilarpristy —wort* IJh* ('oiUifry I'aa'iri't!' on !iis^ 

Jeob^s, east siiie of '^*oiri'4.'iu oiiee leul, 

a snuili 'Town niui raHiie oviw wiiirli eonnijaiuX-s tlics 

Polisli niul Iluni^'arian roaiL l*Vifi!rii*liA !u»|ies an* Ininvant; 
Schwerin in swiftly rollin*.!^ forwanl to ri^Tt w'/inl, noiJitn«.i; 
rcHisting him ; Deiaehmeni is gone from Seliwraim oviac tlie 
I'li!ls.» to (i!al/. (the yA. or ioiniiy Ciiat/, nii .Ap- 

pentlage to Schli'siim), ninler exeelinit giiiilaiiet* ; nitili*r gniti- 
anee, namely^ of Catloia.*! ("nina.N, who Iiits jioti rojiie home 
from his Parisian Kmliansvy am! go! laitmAani attioiij( ftie 
wintry monntaJiiH, on a new wliielg lunvever, 

proves of non a'*f!ei‘t for the in'e’aajf/* 

Iiuhasi^ it is ohsi‘rvn!ile I Inti sotiiltuavn! of l'lre;slmg the iiis« 
ptite, what dispnie thi‘re mn !it% property taypoH ; ruid that 
General ISrowne is there, ami slaovs ttinr^.elf a sliii/in;.; rmiii 
in this iliffleult position. It must lie loviiiMl, no Cirm-nfl 
could have inadc^ iVis small means go thriliti\ ivllis'tivi:* gar- 
risorw, Id'iOO enelg put into itrieg mal XimiNe ; «;orks ,. , 
nnei'ye/ine.s rolleeted, ihvm and elsewhma* ; the re'si of liis ptoor 
7dhH) thriftily sp-rlolJfd iilionb *o wtiiit gma! inrds iiiere 
and n^atmlile of being got liigether in mt lionr?/ : « sitjieriiir 
soldieiy tliis l!rowin\ though wit.li ii very limi last ; nnd 
seems to tiave iii>.|hred euTyhody with mnoeiJiiirf,; of tiJs tiwn 
tempen So tJtai there is marching, d«'la,eiifti'i, iiiiscr'ilaiiooiw 
dillieiiltj for Frlislrieh in this ipiarter, iiiiiro llntii inifl Iw'eri 
* IMdm-Gmkkkfi^ Urlkla '^ir ki4m S(kkfi’»^0$i i, 4f» 



CHAP. V.] FORWARD ON BRU-Xl AND NIOSSIO 47 

7 th«xath Jan. 1741 ’] 

expecf.iMl If of and NeiNst* l)e in(^vitablt% 

Browne cloei:; woinlers lo c!(*ln.j it. 

Of the Prussijin inar(‘hc‘S in lliese |>nrls, nvonltnl In* int.rf- 
cate Uteri* was nn |H>inl so iiolal)li* to mt* as lln.s 

nnrecordetl one : Un:‘ SI. one Pillar which, I siH\ the Kleist 
Deljiduneiii: was sure to (Ind, just now, on Uie innreh fnnn 
Ohlaii to ; la,st: ptirUon of ihal. nuireln hot wren tire 

villa.i*’e of Ilrit*s(‘n aial Odra*, llowiiri,*; on jour 

left liaiul, is luu'tvdaauts aj»’re<*a.hlv eiotIu*d with Winnls ; t!ir 
eounlrVi oriwinallv a. swainp, has het*n draintsh and fpvrn to 
t;lie |)l(ai|!.;ii, in an a^^’reisdfh' .maiiiua"; a.nd therr* is an tn'Crd'" 
lent roa,d |>avi‘<l with siilid wlnhiNlone, ■ (|narri«*d in Sfrelden, 
twaa'ily niilt*H awa,v, amou]!;* the I lilts lo ilu* rii^ht vinider, ii« 

you inav gneiss ; road very visible lo llu* Prussian soltlier, 

thoufi;li he dotw not Jisk wh(*re (jneoah’d, ^Phese heatiiiful 
irnprovaiineuls, lieaidiful luinia.ni!ie,s,' were tione In wBoin ? 

* Done in IfoSIs’’ saw lln^ rreords, l»y ^(ieor^,^e lire PuntsU; 
Duke of l4e‘»;nil/., Brir;; rnirl Wohhni ; I of! years ago. 

* l^ioilH his ront(‘iiiju>rai‘!<* ; enlletl lids (Ji'orge ; • lie wan son 
of ilie Erhrri)riiikniii^^* I)sdvi% who is mi iui|u»rtauf to m; 
ho wax ya-audfaf iuT^H grajul fat Inn* of the last Duke of all; 
after whom it wa,s rve that, shonhl liave got Ihese (iia* 'Terri'" 
toric‘s ; they sitonhl all have falhm to the Oreai I'‘;its*lor, had 
!i(»l iJje Anstrinn si rung Iiaiul proviihsi ofherwase, Cteorge 
did these |da.nfaJ:ions, reroveries tO' tire phmgh ; tiiadi* lliis 
pereiiniaJ whinstiiiii* nrni aeross Ihi* swaiups ; Ujain wliieh, 
notahle to tin* nMi-Js".! Prussian (being Mwelve (vi*i irigli by 
eight feet siiiiHri*'), rises a iirwn Mass with tliis Inserijilioii 

oa il, nol; of ih«* nanit* or liirie of <!eorge ; Inil of a tiioright; 

of his, rvliieli is not, witliout a jiioiis bnuily to me; 

f^immruni niii tim IWfrr/aai ; 

Omfdhm (It 't'kthiuM (sirutii mi a^itru taViw. 

OtlierH liii've iinatr raaih far m; we imike thiau for ilill lillreri ; 

€Irri«t. rmitle ii road lo llio ^Um lor iin nlh* 

* ZHIIrier, Hrii/i tihr i» 175 ; llabatri L t., ic«. 
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I know not how many Brandenburgers of General Kleist's 
Detachment, or whether any, read this Stone ; but they do all 
rustle past it there, claiming the Heritage of this Pious 
George ; and their mute dim interview with him, in this 
manner, is a thing slightly more memorable than orders of 
the day, at this date. 

It was on the 11th, two days after Ohlau, that General 
Kleist summoned Brieg ; and Brieg answered resolutely, No. 
There is a garrison of 1,600 here, and a proper magazine : 
nothing for it but to ‘ mask ’ Brieg too ; Kleist on this side 
the River, Jeetzon that, — had Jeetz once done with Namslau, 
which he has not by any means. Namslau’s answer was like- 
wise stiffly in the negative ; and Jeetz cannot do Namslau, 
at least not the Castle, all at once ; having no siege-cannon. 
Seeing such stiffness everywhere, Friedrich writes to Glogau, 
to the Young Dessauer, ‘ Siege-artillery hither ! Swift, by 
the Oder ; you don’t need it where you are ! ’ — and wishes it 
were arrived, for behoof of Neisse and these stiff humours. 


Friedrich comes across to Ottmachau ; sits tliere^ m survey of 
Neisse^ till his Camion come 

The Prussians met with serious resistance, for the first 
time (9th January, same day when Ohlau yielded), at a place 
called Ottmachau ; a considerable little Town and Castle on 
the Neisse River, not far west of Neisse Town, almost at tlie 
very south of Silesia. It lay on the route of Schwerin’s 
Column ; long distances ahead of Liegnitz, — say, by straight 
highway a hundred miles ; — during which, to right and to 
left, there had been nothing but submission hitherto. No 
resistance was expected here either, for there was not hope in 
any ; only that Browne had been here ; industrious to create 
delay till Neisse were got fully ready. He is, by every means, 
girding-up the loins of Neisse for a tight defence ; has put 
1,600 men into it, with proper stores for them, with a 
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resolute skilful Captain at the top of them : asBiduous Browne 
had been at Ottmachau, as the outpost of Neissej a day or 
two before ; and, they say, had admonished them ‘ Not to 
yield on any terms, for he would certainly come to their 
relief.’ Which doubtless he would have done, had it been in 
his power ; but how, except by miracle, could it he ? On 
the 9th of January, when Schwerin comes up, Browne is 
again waiting hereabouts. Again in defensive postm*e, but 
without force to undertake anything ; stands on the Southern 
Uplands, with Bohmen and Mahren and the Giant Mountains 
at his back ; — stands, so to speak, defensive at Ids own House- 
door, in this manner ; and will have, after seeing^ Ottmachau’s 
fate and Neisse’s, to duck-in with a slam ! At any rate, he 
had left these Towns in the above fixmi humoiu', screwed to 
the sticking’-place ; and had then galloped elsewhither to 
screw and prepare. 

And so the Ottmachau Austrians, *260 picked grenadiers’ 
(400 dragoons there also at first wei^e, who, after flourish- 
ing about on the outskirts as if for fighting, rode away), 
fire * desperate says my intricate friend ; ^ entirely relusing 
terms from Schwerin ; kill twelve of his l>eo|)Ie (Major de 
Rt^ge, distinguished Engineer Major, one of them) : so that 
Schwerin has to bring petards upon them, four cannon Uf>on 
them ; and burst-in their Town Gate, almost their (Vistle 
Gate, and pretty much their Castle itself; — wasting tliree 
days of his time upon this paltry xnatter. Upon wliicli they 
do signify a willingness for * Free Withdrawal.’ * No, ihr 
//crrm,’ answers Schwerin ; * not now ; after such mad 
explosion. His Majesty will have to settle it.’ Majesty, wlu) 
is by this time not far off, comes over to Ottmachau (tfaniiary 
12th); gives words of rebuke, rebuke not very inexorable; 
and admits them Prisoners of War. * The officers were sent 
to Ciistrin, common men to Berlin;’ the usual airajigenumt 
in such case. Ottmachau Town belongs to the Right 
Reverend von Sin5^endorf, Bishop of Breslau, and Primate; 

* ffddm-GmhkhUt I 672-677, Orlich, L 50. 
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whose especial Palace is in Neisse ; though he ‘ commonly 
sends his refractory Priests to do their penance in the 
Schloss at Ottmachau here,** — and, I should say, had better 
himself make terms, and come out hitherward, under present 
aspects. 


Friedrich continues at Ottmachau ; headquarters there 
thenceforth, till he see Neisse settled. On the morrow, 13th, 
he learns that the Siege Artillery is at Grotkau ; well forward 
towards Neisse ; half way between Brieg and it. Same day, 
Colonel Camas returns to him out of Glatz ; five of his men 
lost ; and reports That Browne has had the roads torn up, 
that Glatz is mere ice and obstruction, and that nothing can 
be made of it at this season. Good news alternating with 
not so good. 

The truth is, Friedrich has got no Strong Place in 
Schlesien ; all strengths make unexpected defence ; paltry 
little Namslau itself cannot be quite taken, Castle cannot, till 
Jeetz gets his siege-artillery, — ^which does not come along so 
fast as that to Neisse does. Here is an Excerpt from my 
Dryasdust, exact though abridged, concerning Jeetz : 

^January 1741. Prussians, masters of the Town for a couple of 
weeks back, have got into the Church at Namslau, into the Cloister ; are 
preparing plank floors for batteries, cutting loop-holes ; diligent as 
possible, — siege-guns now at last just coming. The Castle fires fiercely 
on them, makes furious sallies, steals six of our oxen, — makes insolent 
gestures from the walls ; at least one soldier does, this day. Sir, may 
I give that fellow a shot?'* asks the Prussian sentry. ^^Do, then,'** 
answers his Major: ^^too insolent that one ! ** And the sentry explodes 
on him ; brings him plunging down, head foremost (herunter pUraelte) ; 
the too insolent mortal, silent enough thenceforth.*^ — Jeetz did get his 
cannon, though not till now, this very day I think ; and then, in a couple 
of days more, Jeetz finished-ofF Namslau (* officers to Custrin, common 
men to Berlin*); and thereupon blockades the Eastern side of Brieg, 
joining hands with Kleist on the Western : whereby Brieg, like Glogau, 
is completely masked,— till the season mend. 


^ Mtlden-GesckiekU, i. 7®|, 
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Friedrich 3 now that his artillery is coniej expects no diin- 
culty with Neisse. A ^ paltry hamlet (hicoquey he playfully 
calls it ; and, except this, Silesia is now his. Neisse got 
(which would be the desirable thing), or put under ^ mask’ 
as Glogau is, and as Brieg is being, Austria possesses not 
an inch of land within these borders. Here are some 
Epistolary snatches ; still in the light style, not to say the 
flimsy and uplifted ; but worth giving, so transparent are 
they ; offhand, like words we had heard his Majesty spealc^ in 
his high mood : 


King to M, Jordan^ at Berlm (Two successive Letters) 

1 ®. ^ Ottniachauy 14^th Jan, 1741 ' (second day after our arrival there). 
^My dear Monsieur Jordan, my sweet Monsieur Jordan, my quiet 
Monsieur Jordan, my good, my benign, my pacific, my humanest 
Monsieur Jordan, — I announce to Thy Serenity the conquest of Silesia ; 
I warn thee of the bombardment of Neisse' (just getting ready), ‘ and I 
prepare thee for still more important projects ; and instruct thee of the 
happiest successes that the womb of Fortune ever bore. 

^This ought to suffice thee. Be my Cicero as to the justice of my 
cause, and 1 will be thy Cassar as to the execution. Adieu: thou 
knowest whether I am not, with the most cordial regard, thy faithful 
Friend, — F.' 

2®. ^ OttmachaUj Vlth January 1741. I have the honour to inform your 
Humanity that we are christianly preparing to bombard Neisse ; and that 
if the place will not surrender of good will, needs must that it be beaten 
to powder (nicessiti sera de I'abimer). For the rest, our affairs go the 
best in the world ; and soon thou wilt hear nothing more of us. For in 
ten days it will all be over ; and I shall have the pleasure of seeing you 
and healing you, in about a fortnight. 

1 have seen neither my Brother ' (August Wilhelm, not long ago at 
Strasburg with us, and betrothed since then) ^ nor Keyserling : I lefb 
them at Breslau, not to expose them to the dangers of war. They 
perhaps will be a little angry ; but what can I do ? — The rather as, on this 
occasion, one cannot share in the glory, unless one is a mortar 1 

^ Adieu, M. le Cohseiller ' (l^oor's-ite^A, so-styled), ^ Go and amuse 
yourself with Horace, study Pausanias, and be gay over Anacreon, As 
to me, who for amusement have nothing but meHons^ fasqbses and 
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g'fibiKmi/ I pYuy <"iud i.o g:r{uU. Jirifm ti |»U*iwmili)r iuul |Hiaw!i*fuler 
(u-ciipjaion, aiul you health, j^atistavlioii and \UiJitever your hmrt 
deairea.*“-F/ 

King Frledneh to J/. k Foadi' Jignmfit (koiio iiti a journey) 

* Ottmachaitf }7th Jf/aaar// 17dl ' (^ame day us i'tu* al»ove ti> Jtvrdau), 

M have begun to settle the Figure of Prussia: iluMnilliite will not he 
altogether regular ; for the wdude of KileHiii is tak<*n» mw iiiiHer- 

aide hainlet (/aVu/|ue), wldeh |K‘rhn|»H I nltidl have tii ki'of liloeliudecl till 
next Hpriiig. 

^ Up to this time, the whohs eoui|ueHt luw east O'Uly Ihveniy iUeii, aiitl 
Two OHu^ers, one <»!* whom m the p'oor Do Huge* wtmm you liave ween at 
Berlin/-“l>e liege, Engineer 'Major, Lilleil here at Ihtmuelnui, in 
Schwerin*H lute tussle. 

*’ You are greatly wanting to me here. Ho soon an yioi liave talked 
that Imsim'SH tiver, write to me almui it/ (W'iiat i'S the IniNinesM? 
Wlutlier in I'he dusky Swan t»f Padua giine ?) ‘ In all ilie.ne three hun- 

dred nuloH I have found no Itunian erealure eoiU|UimhIe to the Swan of 
Padua. I would willingly give tea euhir le'iigues of ground for ii geulua 
flimilar to yoniu Hut I pereeive I was iilumt enfreating you to return 

faBt,and join meiigaln, wldleyou are not yet iirriveil wltere your errami 

wa«. Make linsie to arrive, then ; to exeeufe your eoinintHsliug and fly 
back to me, I wish you had a hVirtunaius lint; it k the only thing 
deleeiive in }'our outfit, 

* Adiiui, dear Swan of Padua: think, I pray you* w:unettmeii' of thoio 
who are getting thenwelve» rut in Hjieim* {eVi^n'orr, Idned) * for the wke 
of glory here, and ahov<! all do imi forget yiinr friiuidn who lliitik ii 
thousand times of yom—Fihohin".* ® 

The object of the dear SwarFa journey, or even tlie whtm- 
abontB of it, cannot be discovered wiljioitf: tlidhuiMy ; mul in 
not niiu*h tvorlh diHeov(.:rinj^. ^C'loiie fo 'Fiirind we iit liist 
make out, * with secret CiiimniHHioiiH deHindile to miiiiid the 
Sardinian Majeslj a little, who ii T)ot>rlee} 0 'r tif the AJjw, 
between France and Austria, and opens to the be»t liicldcr ? 

^ Merlons are moimdi r*f tanlh placed Iwhind ihr ftidid or |'»4iir:i pf Hit 
pampet (that is, Ijctwctn the ciuhrasuroH) of a looltfiMlitoi ; fitwiiics arc liiiiidki 
of brushwood for filllug-up a ditchi galaon^, |.*isikei« filled wiiii tatili, to !« 
ranged in defence till you get trendies dug, 

® dSuvm rf# Md&iff xvik S 4 , * /I. it ilk al, 

^ Denina, Z« Pmm ■(lltrll!i, lyp), i. ifS, k |w»r tigut llociks 

only worth coniultiag in case of extremity, 
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No great things of a meaning in this mission, we can guess, 
or Algarotti had not gone upon it, — though he is handy, at 
least, for keeping it unnoticed by the Gazetteer species. Nor 
was the Swan successful, it would seem ; the more the pity 
for our Swan ! However, he comes back safe ; attends Fried- 
rich in Silesia ; and in the course of next month readers will 
see him, if any reader wished it. 


CHAPTER VI 
NEISSE IS BOMBARDED 

Neisse, which Friedrich calls a paltry hamlet {bicoqne\ is 
a pleasant strongly-fortified Town, then of perhaps 6 or 8,000 
inhabitants, now of double that number ; stands on the right 
or south bank of the Neisse, — at this day, on both banks. 
Pleasant broad streets, high strong houses, mostly of stone. 
Pleasantly encircled by green Hills, northward buttresses of 
the Giant Mountains ; itself standing low and level, on rich 
ground much inclined to be swampy. A lesser river, Biele, 
or Bielau, coming from the South, flows leisurely enough 
into the Neisse, — filling all the Fortress ditches, by the road. 
Orchard-gi’owth and meadow-growth are lordly (Jierrlich ) ; a 
land rich in fruit, and flowing with milk and honey. Much 
given to weaving, brewing, stocking-making ; and, moreover, 
trades greatly in these articles; and above all in Wine, . 
Yearly on St. Agnes Day, ‘21st January, if not a Sunday, 
there is a Wine-fair here ; Hungarian, of every quality from 
Tokay downward, is gathered here for distriWtion into 
Germany and all the Western Countries, While you drink 
your Tokay, know that it comes through Neisse. St, Agnes 
Day falls but unhandily this year ; and I think the Fair will, 
as they say, amUeiben^ or not be held. 

Neisse is a Nest of Priests {PJujffen-Nest)^ says Friedrich 
pnce; which came in this way. About 600 years ago, an 
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Unh't^ilh jwi. ty^x 

iiniini I Irir- A uf flu* SiH<;rui|^ii to 

whom it llioo bi‘ltvup*d, !'• .! w'llli iiiH i}imrrelli»it 

Hliglillv with t!u» I 'invofNO ; amh »fl,r*r iiiojvni;:^ ixhmit for 

Homo tioio, wont into iho dittrclL Ilovio*::;' Nvis:*.'!* fm an 
apaiiiige alruatly Im own, ho it; to the* Ili^liop of 

Brrslmu whose, in Hj>il.e of the old Fullii*r‘:. iiro!usit!i|,.rM, it 
eooliuiUHh Hiid eoulifiues, Hisliopn of an* iiiatir* very 

grand hy it; ’Bisho|)s of Bresimi have liml t!air own diffh 

eviliies lunw 'Thtis onre (in our IVrkiii AVarlivek lime, a,ik 

1497), a Duke ijf Oppeln, silling in sona* ilfileial Cameiave or 
meeting of mny;ua!t‘s here,— /.ealuiiH for roiintry pnF!: ^ *■, imd 

feeling himself insulferaldy piil iifiuii,-" startnl Oja openly 

deliiint of Clilleial men; glaring ara.Ihfidly inlt* Ihdo''* Fnsiniir 
of Teseljeii (IttdtemiaU'^Ausfrian rapfain of :Hilivaa)| iimi into 
the Bisho'p of Ilreslmi himself; nay, at IhhI, fla4,¥‘fl ciiil Ids 
sword tiipon those Htddime digidfaries. l"\ir wldr-lt, hy lincl 
hy, lie had to lay his luaal on the Idoek, in llie great Sfjiiaii? 
Imre; and died jamliejd, we iufpe. 

lids pliiee, my Dryasdust; inforniH me, had many nridihmls 
hy floodnge and liy dr(* ; was sei/4sl aiid n* sei/i*d lu the 
Thirty-* Years War t'p!‘e!;d!\, at a great, rale; Haxon Ann'* 
Iieim, Ausiriaii Hoik, SwisHsh I'owlenson ; no end to the 
l)a.l luring; ami huridng poor Neisse liiid, to llm hig’ ransrmw 
* in new lleiehHl:hHlet*H nml SCKI ensks of wine,' lltit. it, tdwnya 
rdmilt itself, ant! 'began hnmnw ngidii. Iltiw lirtp!'*}' wl'imi 
it could get uriiler soni© eHectiiiil Ihtitediir, of the IJegidts?: 
line, of the Austrian dioheiidaii litie, iiiitl lids or l!ii* other 
l)ailt‘ring, just miflertal, mm to the lied' for woiiie liiiie !— 
Here again k a iKd/hTiop; condiig on it ; the firsi of ii fieries 
that are now imminent* 

TliC! reader k requostui! to look at Neissi? ; fur liwiilta tlie 
Tokay wine, there will things nrrivt there.— N cismi Itiver, let 
u» again mention, k one of Four lamriiig tliiit iiiifiii'**, and all 
belonging to the Oder cmdil not they lie kliellcil, tlirii, or 
numkmlf in some way ? This Neime, wliidi w« ciiiild call 
'Neisse the Fmi {and which ciireftil rmltri may a* well make! 
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at*qL'iln[aiKY^ wiili mi llifir Map, whm* Hm) llu'*y will Him! 
Ntisse the tSWand^ ^tlu* Wiii/uNth^ or lUatriug Xeissi*,* liucl 
two others wliich coueero tis less), rises in I lie *\\h'sti/i‘n 
Snow-Mounlains {Svhji(r^rhir0%'' Soutli- Western or Ci hit/, 
district of Uie (Jiant Mountains; drains (ilat/. (\»iinly and 
grows biff i!a*re ; wasla^s the ‘‘rown <d* (tin!/,; then eastward 
by Ottinaclniu, !)y Neissc down; wiienee turning rnllier 
abruj'dly n«>rlh or north -east, it gets into the Oder not far 
south of Brieg. 

Neisse as a Idace of Anns, the elnef Fortress td* Silesiii fiiai 
the nearest to Attslrin, is exlreniely desirable for bVietirieh ; 
blit there is no hope of it without Home kind of Siege ; and 
Friedrich delerniines to try in that way. From Ottiiiarlian, 
accord inrdy, from the other siiles, tin* Sirge^ Artillery 
being now at hand, due force gatiiers itself I'innal N'eiwe, 
Schwerin ta,king charge ; and for ahovi!? a wri’k is 

deinon.stra.ting and posting, simunontng iiial parleying; and 
then, for thn*e ilnys, with j'lnnses intervening, there is ex.* 
tremely furious iKnnhnrdinenf* ret! hoi at limes ; * Wil! ytni 
yield, then ?W.,„.*willi sternly negative from Niesse. luiitlrii’h » 
quarter is at t)l:tnuu*tmu, twelve miles off; from w'ltieli lie 
can ride over, to see and MipcrntF-nd. l,1ie ftiry of liiii 
bornhardment, w^lddi nfdor.dly grieveil liiiii, testifies llie iir^ 
teimity of lii» wish. Hut it was to no piirpone. dire 
Coiinriariilaiitf (loloiiel v«m Itolh (the Hiinie wim %viis p.f.oj'‘M ^d 
for BreHlati lately, a wise heiul and n sltail, finniat in de'- 
fences) liiicl ^ fmiired water on Ids ramparts/ iifler W'i*|| tT|iiiii% 
iiig Iheiig’—iiiircie Inn ramp;e1 , rdl ire iintl glass imd dime 
mite!i else. Would Uie reader care to look for n iiiiJitieiii ? 
Here, from our wasto Fajier’-itiiisHos, m aluuHi,^.aer, H.'.phring 
only to be idmiriged : 

^Jummrii 1741 : IHlii till* tl«f 

when tlifit Hfnitter at lieaim,-" Praailan tlehl- fr*^i»|rk ii|:i'patit«| 

Irftiislently mi tli« Ia4glil« ftlimil XpIhh#, far Hit Ib’mi tim#. llirtiftlf «t 
light of wliwn, llfitlt iwtwitili*! tli© #f tlii plant t 
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tonk n ?itn? Dalli of frimi mn »ii»l »!! ; llieitt |ji cki 

iholf iitfuiKt, m floy -Jiitukl Hi*o him do. at»l<^ iHitiiwI mul likidiegt 

ctf ifp'Fis (njiy iibout 4CH)) ho Jmd irfuiiii'od into C\»r}!]»;uiu's, 

with wimt ilrili tJjoro vimhl ho in tho iiiloriiii ; wni %ltim iii:4 rowiiiin, hit 
«‘!n|doy4Hi every iiHoneni in iiutkin^ reiiily* \V«Hliie»ihiy lllli^ tw lerki 
nil il»e Uaien, and Htaink ntrielly on lii^ guarrl, I'lie iniiiihitiiiiiti am 
mostly C’ntljolie ; with «»f Ilrp-diui,. willi Ktru^'ikfrrm 

(hjHig'inary Teutseh or other Hitter^ ndth Home rmltly of ifimiey), with 
desoit l>i|»;nitarieH| riinreh iind Quoni. 4 ‘hnreh Ihliroalif ie'*4» re’itdetil iiiiwng' 
them : popohition, liod low, ifi Siifliiied liy eree«i lit llm of 

Iluiig’nry. (’omimuidHiil Ut^ih hoH only l.lkto rei^oilar wililbri ; al thli 
iiutHide men under armn : hut he lias >!>»!,■* he lifw meal; 

e\|ierienee also and eouni|je; itnd liopes these may Htilllre Idiri fora 
time, (hie of the iiumt rietermhied romwiiiithiriiH ; tn-fiert in the ilefenrii 
of stroller plaeeH. A horn Hlhwiin (not ^ Miine think h-' timl In 

of the Ao^slmr^ '(hnilWitin ; hut iluit rlreuiimliitieii l« mil }n»porl'mt 
here, tlnmg'h at lirewlim Browne thought II wm* 

^ Thumiaii VJfk Hie In regular Itiree, a|i|mar tin Ihi 

Kanimdieii Berg (Cony Hill, ao eiilleil from riihhit. 4 * aouih of tht 
HJver, evidently taking poat there, flotli firea a «iKiwf ahot ; ilm 
Stmiliern ISuhurhi of Neiaae, aa |0‘e;i|t|»idti?.sX go y|i in llame ; eraekli 
high and far ; in a lamentohlo inamier (erterwiheA), llnwigli I lie grim 
n inter air/ Thk ia the day FrttHlrieli ciinte over to (Hlinipdiati, iind 
KrtUed ilie Hpuiter there. 

* Nh^Kt day, and next again, the mnw |»hefniriieiia at SpUm ; tim 

rrtWHinnH edging ever nearer, Imihling their hallerieii, to ofieii 

tlieir eannmtatie* H’'hertnt|ion liotli luiriia tli« remaifiiiig ^^uhiirlwi with 
lamentahle criu'kk ; on nil aidiM now tr# inere ash##, Jiliih 

Friu miHi’iin C’loiater, llidfni|/8 BleaHuro^giirden, with Hi «iitimierdimrseii ; 

Iloapltnl. and aevomi Hhurehea : llotli ran »i|iiire tiuiio of tlie?40 
tliinga, with the Ih-os-dans neatlliig tlierit. fHiirely llwi llfalwft liiimmlf, 
res|HM*tahk (.’ardliiiil <5mf von hail lielliir gel mil «f lltwii 

loealituw while tlm® yet in? ^ ^Baliiriliy 14th/ lliiit wa^ Ihe day FriwB 
rieh, at Ottimitduiu, wrote m ahove to iorikii (lieiler No, I'h W'liile ilm 
Newne Bulnirlw erimkled kmimtiildy, tvrelvii milw nil, *»Hrliweriii gek 
order to hreak-up, in paraon, from Otliiiiirlmii Iwmirrow, aitti imgiii 
imtual Imwinew on the Katiinelimi Hill yomler. 

* Smda^ti 15/A* Sehwerin doen ; marelioii the iliwr; tailed poit 

oti tlie »outh aide of Newae : notahiti to Hi# Mnnrby rn^lkm Kwthiiig htil 
hurnt villagw iiiicl hlaek walk for Beliworiiii iii tlwt ( fhli i|iiiirteri 
and all round ; and llotli mlutea lilwi wiili uiiti piiuiwliffi 

whioh did no hurt And no the esatmiiailt hegliw, Suiitky lllti ; and 
intermittently, on both »id^ of the Illvtri ilwiyi linwtJfif '’Otil 
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again at iiita^-vals^ till Wialnoiulay ; a inara iirnliiniiiaiy rannmmde ou 
Saluveriu*H part; making innsn* il4nng liitln luui; : inininliMi ninre to 
torrily, but witlmul oUVuJ. Unit; way on Hotb or ibo 1'owusfolk. 'fhe 
poor lilsliop ilid, on Urn Hormnl day of it, romo out, and inako appli- 
cation to iSobworin ; waa kindly oomlucttal to bin Majosiy, who bap- 
poncd to bo ovor tiioro ; wan k<*pt to dinnor ; ami oastly had loavo to 
retiro to Froywaltio, a (’onntry'-llouKo bo luw^ in tho Hide distanoo.'* 
Ilioro lot him quiei, woll out of Uioho oouftisod ImitorlngH and 
burningH of property* 

^IliH Wajosty’H hoadt|nart<n- in at (H.tmmdmn, but in two hours bo can 
be here any day ; and looks into ovorytluinn Horry tlnit ilm cannonade 
doen not yot nuswor. Ami romnants of sohurbs are Ktill crackling into 
dame; bigb ('ounlry-l Ion, sos of Krou/bcrron, of Jesuits ; a fanatic people 
seemingly all set against ns* *Mf Xcisse will not yieltl of goodwill, 
needs is it must be beaten to powder/' wrote Ins Majesty to Jordan in 
these earcnuislii uces, ns we rend ahovtu llotb is sorry to olwmwe, the 
PruKsianH have still one gootl BisbopVnuuision, in a place called the 
Karhm (Karl-Meailow), with the whitm* fuel all ready ntacked 

there ; Imt wi rives to take order about the Mume. 

* IIVJncAv/m; UI //0 'Hiis day two provocations bappemah First, in 
the morning by his Mnjpvsty's order, Folouel Borck (tiie mum w’O saw at 
Ilerstal) had gone with a IVfimpeter towards Uotli ; ndemling to itiform 
Roili Iiow' mild tim lenus would h<% how terrihle the penalty of not 
accepting llumi* But Botli or BothX peoplcM-suc nlarly <lij regard Borck 
and his Parley 'fVumiM’i ; answer its bhe t s Iiy mu lodry ; fire upon it, 
nay, again fus' worse wlum it advances a step fartlier; on these terma 
Borck and IVumpet bad ti^ return* ^Viiicb much isngeml his MajcHiy at 
Oitinaebau that evening; as was nniurak Xaim^ evening, our fine 
(imiriers in the Karlau crackled up in llaiue, the IhUmp’H w inter firewood 
all along with it ; this wuh provoeation Hecomi Both had taken order 
with the Karlau ; find got n resolute Butcher to do the feat, under 
pretext of hringing iiH beef* It w piercing eohl ; only blackened walk 
ibr u« now in the Karlau or ekewbere* Ilk iMajenly, naturally much 
fingered, orders lor the morrow a do/e of bomir-shelk and red-hot imlk 
Plant fi few mortars on the NorIb side too, orders hk l^lajesty, 

* IP/Zn Aceordiindy, by It of ilii' clock, eiitirioii biitterle* 
roawfikim wdlb a mighty noljon and reddiot balk iiris notlceiible ; and at 
10 tim ticlind bombarding burnlH oui| terrible In bear inui wm;- fir»tiibtill 
falling In ilauluU the rlolhierk nltop, but being liii|i|nly got inttler* 
lloili iiiw liiH <1ty Militia companies, organined with wiiler-iu.mei for 
'^uwudilng of the red hot imik; In which they becfiriie expert So that 


* I 6|f, 
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tliotig*!! tlw Urd fiiw,»r!it jiinny luniwis, th<^y silwaji put it out* I^ilu iii tlit 
uiglii, lipariu|»’ iiti wnni iVuiii Unlh^ llie l^ruwiaiif^ wmit to tiful* 

* Prhiaif St HI im wuril ; mx wlurli, iiliriut 4 ilm,, tlio 

battoripn ixwukiui iiKiiiu : turrrut uf ri;i(l"ltt*| nlmi ami nlirlk^ fcir 

«uveu luHim ; hillt ih» wunl 1‘mia linilu Atiinit 11*1 lilghi iii’4 »\iiiir>*ty 
u|;ain He«ci« a Ih’um (Farluy 1Vuui|u*t <ir wltalt^wr It i«) to tim 'Until ; 
furiually HumtiuutN Itutli ; ankn turn, if liii lt»i wi^ll wiiiil lliis 

irnu it^iu! tu? ENpin’ially w'liai llulli, iiiwiiil by uii uiir fiwt 

TnnR|H‘t un WiMhu'sdny liiht?^' HiHli fiiHwowl. ***rbiifc m to tlm 
Tnuu|R‘t, liu liiMi iH)t Itoaril uHt bufam On tliii ulliar Iwiiul, lliat tlilg 
mudu uf by rcalHtui balb mnnuii a lltlla tiiitwiial * fur tliu ru«t| tliat 

}m him biniHrlf liu urilrr or iiitriiiioii but. tbat of rr^bllitu 
Souw »ay tlio Drum by onirr ialktul of K«lm» Into 

powdur^ mom rbiblH-play lutiierto to wlikli iiiwworwl only by 

iTKpevtrul <lum!i-Hhow« 

^ tSWunimi 2I4 Murnkfi *2M, Miclniglit of Frbl.xy SaHurd.-'ii:' , on tlili 

atmwar ruruiii^% ilm fum«volraiioim oprii iticab'i iiliio boiiw lotiic I 
ami rtul-hut rmitorinl, iu tarriblo ftbumlaufo* Wlilrh hit iiiiwtly tlio 
<1iurrlms4| JaHuitHUSmilnarbuiw ami Oolloi^iumi ; Init pi'oHju,’»*,! iiorluifigo 
in liotb. From it a»m* tho battoriiw are allerii Hilenl ulilii ne*i 
moruiiig*; Divim^ Sorviro may prorwh lilce. Hut al 4 of llm alter- 
noon, the battorlon awaken worae tbiin ever ; from m>wmt to iiltie brimbi 
g'oing at omm- Ibiiveriial ragOi of noluo smi horriil ulare, iwikiiig itiglti 
hbloouH, till 10 of the olorfc ; Itolh <miitlnulii|c luflexllilo* 'Fhiii k ilm 
lagt night of tlio Siege/ 

Friedrich |)orc(‘ivc‘d that Ilolli woiilct not yield ; llml ttii 
nller somsluii!;- J.i>vv a of Neinae itiighl nicire eoiica^m Frirtiricli 
tl'uui Roth that|, in fine, it woiikl Im heller to lieai^t till the 
weather iiitiumL Neit day* ^ Monday lielweeti iiociti iiiitl 
1 oVlock*’ the PriiHHiatm dww hack ;--coiivertai the into 
a l)!ocka(le.. Neinfie to ha nifwkiah like Ilrieg ant! Cilogiiii 
(Brieg only half done yet* Jectss wilhotit cftiiiMiri till f 
24th* ami little NaniHlan utill .ico.-HiouInruig); ‘TIteiiiily tJihig 
one conld try upon it waa l>t>udmnhnimt. A Ncit of 

; not many trw|m In it s biit it mntmt well lie 
forced at prescfiit* If spring were h«r«t it will c«t a fort- 
nights work/^ 

^ ih Oid Dmmirx Fraction of Ltttff (Ontu -i fiS'.-;. 

Jjmmry 1741) cited by Orikh, {. 51 fmm iht !>«*« Afclilfes# wliwt lltff 
Orlich hw iuduitrioufly bten# To ikII b«t itoellf ptopit ihet* ^ 
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35th Jan. 1741] 

A noisy business ; King’s high person much exposed : a 
bombardier and then a sergeant were killed close by him, 
though in all he lost only five men.’ ^ 


Broivne vanishes in a slight Flash of Fire 

Browne all this while has hung on the Mountain-side, 
witnessing these things ; sending stores towards Glatz south- 
westward, and ‘ mining the ways ’ behind them ; waiting 
what would become of Neisse. Neisse done, Schwerin is upon 
him ; Browne makes off South-eastward, across the Mountains, 
for Moravia and home ; Schwerin following hard. At a little 
place called Griitz/ on the Moravian border, Browne faced 
round, tried to defend the Bridge of the Oppa, sharply though 
without effect ; and there came (January ^5th) a hot sputter 
between them for a few minutes : — after which Browne 
vanished into the interior, and we hear, in these parts, com- 
paratively little more of him during this War. Friend and 
foe must admit that he has neglected nothing; and fairly 
made the best of a bad business here. He is but aji interim 
General, too ; his Successor just coming ; and the Vienna 
Board of War is frequently troublesome, — to whose windy 
speculations Browne replies with sagacious scepticism, and 
here and there a touch of veiled sarcasm, which was not likely 
to conciliate in high places. Had her Hungarian Majesty 
been able to retain Browne in his post, instead of poor 
Neipperg who was sent instead, there might have been a 
considerably different account to give of the sequel. But 
Neipperg was Tutor (War-Tutor) to the Grand-Duke ; 

Letters are the valuable feature of Orlich’s Book ; and a general reader laments 
that it does not all consist of such, properly elucidated and labelled into 
accessibility. 

^ Eddm-CescMchte^ i. 680-690. 

® The name, in old Slavic speech, signifies Town\ and there are many 
Grdizes : KmigingxiXz {Queen^Sy which for brevity is now generally called 
EdnigsgtiXiy in Bohemia); Grate in Styria; W^Wj^r^fate (Wendish-town) ; 
etc. 
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same hours while Friedrich, with energy, with caution, was 
edging himself into Breslau, there went on in the Court of 
Versailles an interior Phenomenon ; of which, having by 
chance got access to it face to face, we propose to make the 
reader participant before going farther. 

Readers are languidly aware that phenomena do go on 
round their Friedrich ; that their busy Friedrich, with his few 
Voltaires and renowned persons, are not the only population 
of their Century, by any means. Everybody is aware of that 
fact; yet, in practice, almost everybody is as good as not 
aware ; and the World all round one’s Hero is a darkness, a 
dormant vacancy. How strange when, as here, some Waste- 
paper spill (so to speak) turns up, which you can kindle ; 
and, by the brief flame of it, bid a reader look with his own 
eyes ! — ^From Herr Doctor Biisching, who did the Geography 
and about a Hundred other Books, — a man of great worth, 
almost of genius, could he have elaborated his Hundred 
Books into Ten (or distilled, into flasks of aquavitse, what 
otherwise lies tumbling as tanks of mash and wort, now 
run very sour and malodorous) ; — ^it is from Herr Biisching 
that we gain the following rough Piece, illuminative if one 
can kindle it : 

The Titular-Herr Baron Anton von Geusau, a gentleman of good 
parts, scliolastic by profession, and of Protestant creed, was accom- 
panying as Travelling Tutor, in those years, a young Graf von Reuss. 
Graf von lleuss is one of those indistinct Counts Reuss, who always 
call themselves ^ Henry ' ; and, being now at the eightieth and farther, 
with uncountable collateral Henrys intertwisted, are become in effect 
anonymous, or of nomenclature inscrutable to mankind. Nor is the 
young one otherwise of the least interest to us ; — except that Herr 
Anton, the Travelling Tutor, punctually kept a Journal of everything. 
Which Journal, long afterwards, came into the hands of Biisching, also 
a punctual man ; and was by him abridged, and set forth in print in his 
Beytrlige. Offering at present a singular daguerreotype glimpse of the 
then actual world, wherever Graf von Reuss and his Geusau happened to 
be. Nine-tenths of it, even in Biisching's Abridgment, are now fallen 
useless and wearisome ; but to one studying the days that th^ were, 
even the effete commonplace of it occasionally becomes alive again. And 
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iinw i!tt,fri*:4h{;.r nitrli, Ijrro juid n im 

i’tnulUioiiH ; IlisItMini! wn- in lii'i wtirktlny filHfiitlit. 

Im virttuih; writiu^r. m'lnuns,? ir;ft‘i'Hj lidiarift to lii'< IVlIim 
lUTfiiuivH ; niuuv;u’o thni nanuntLifrdy, tlir<Mi::li ^nmm rliiiik t 

tlie Iv.i-k yot itt» o|i(Oi him f 

* Stimiiiii lA'f 'I7dl, ihoisau aiid ht'^ ih’iiUmmiii Iwiv 

FitriH, Jit o in tlio and drhn nnt \‘ri' ; intnniiin;!: toMe 

thi^ of NinvyoarV ilny thrrn, Vrry uni ^u*utlior it had InHni 

all \ViMhM*Mlny, iunl lor iiny« lodons * 'hui on iIijh Snnduyi Xn«)rHr' 
moruin^^i all jk irn iiinl and Ihry f»lid ithoni |mint'nlly hy hiiii|»iigli| 

- with luiron^lnnunl ln»rh»*^» and an thn Hilly nr i\lrinlon mad, Itavhi 
rluwrn tluii iw Idtohl, Ihn waiUn'H hi*lfn( o.nt. ; ind iirriUni,;' it! t'miri till t: 
Nor finding: vary ninrh to rotnfort thnni. t♦\ro|>l %m llin s^idn t»f rtirioHily 
vvluni iln*w% IVhrrM, rahinrl Xi**‘iTlari«»w, %t*w indrr 

itHHidnotH and tfu^ King'n la‘vw hn : Init If ynm lolhnv i 

i<i llm rha|Hd Hoyid to hlK^^ tnu^sj, yon innat kiurl ai rlrvsiUo 

of tlio Inisi ; and thin, iim roftoauinl C ltrn*i ?4 iind lihi Ihilor ran 

not iindortuko to dt», 1 ’hry arrojd a dinnardoviiaihni (t*«! tho Itonr) fror 
wmia g'oinl Nainiiritaii of t^hjidity, wnd, for will ronfrnt tlioiUMdvf 

with iho la*v«*o il.^<idf| innl firto^rolly with wloit I ho Anti 

oliiunhor iind tKil-doHlooif run lo^lnlot to lliriii. d'lio ,\loh| rhrlHilii 
Kin^X Lovro* (/*rrr?% lilrndl)' low Iti* out of Hod) Ma a did! 

ndnirlo of tlirnr lornliiirH, only i^^rondor on KowyritrX iloy ; mid It in I 
tiiO ftd!o'\un|^ idlVri ; 

^d’ill Mojmly idriiHO to. oivakrn, you amintrr in thr ,Siillo dofi AnihfWii 
dioirB; wludo rrowaX johiUn^^ ono itnollior tlioro *» un'*‘»»i|dn|i lo|,o*thrr i 
a diliftrnt, iioiijdd innnnrr;* all rr|H»i'trtl ; 1^1111! rho^ of vildrh Iniv 

tirifniwl ft rortsiin Ihivotir hy ioii^ k.ro|diill ;--wlnr|| tho roiidrr 
Iiuftglne# ^ IVIoiiintliilo you 'koo|i yonr «^yo on llio timtu of llto liinr 
Ccnirt, wldtdi a« yot la cinly ajar, J^faji^ty inarroatihlo m yol. Ilolodcl* 11 
kit, Ciriiti o|wrw ilwdf wiilt; akit llmi l^lajoaty ia out of Wd ; Unit th 
|n-Kih‘:OMl of ininikinii nmy i|i|o*oiirt$, fttiil aws thi? inlrarloa/ Ciinitfr 
ocinihuios, iduidgrd hy IldartdnK mid iii i 

wliok AKHonddjiico now Imlo tho liinn't Anirroorii , lift* 

to wiiit tlirro lihoiit Intli' ini lioiir imm% hoftiro Iho liNin** lirflrmitii wii 
0 |HOUol lint tlion ai Innt^ lo Ihoro ilio liinn, visildo to lfiiii«r 

and o?4*ryhmiy, **ou%lsing Ida liinifk/* Wldrli oflortoil li«idf in till 
way: **Tho liioK wiotaoidod ; n gonik*ntiiii4ii-.w'i4iiiiip: knoll kfnro lil'iii 
Will hold tlio Ewor, 11 a*|iiaro firm llif Eiiif' 

* See In Bari^tW {ih aHj ei mpi*) what ifiitlik Uhit wruitirr It Iwil lietri 
!dg licrtiaci, lorifi in souk, inmldlng it la»l into ihtr i liJu# 0 / Si 

Gi'mpiipi broiiglil om (Iwo d»yi ngoj, 0f€i»litf |oili| lo tty it liy iidfitii 
«tc. etc* 
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ireant'^f and anotlier K<‘ntli‘uuui ini«waithi|? IHUired water an ilie Khig's 
liandn/' Merely an nllleial wnnhini^, ^e pereeivt* ; the rtMil, it m tn In; 
Imped, lanl^ in a nnu-h nuire edeeiual way, !)een on dnrhip; ilie 

lialf-liour jtiHi; elapsed. Al'tor washing, the rose for an inniaut; 

Imd hiH dreHsinft'"lt'nwn, a g'rand yellow nilky nrtitde with silv«‘r llowerini^'H, 
pulled oir, and llnng round hm loinH ; upvm wliieh he sat down a|,^aln,, 
aiul/— ohHerve it., ye privilepal of iiuujkind, ‘ 'the Clonin' of Shirt took 
plae.e I **T!iey ptit t.lie elean ahirt dtnvn mm* Iuh head/' Kays Anhni, 

and plueked»up the dirty one fnnn w-ithiiu no that id' the naked wkin 
you Haw little or nothing*.'** Here ia a intmele worth getting out of bed 
to hade at ! 

Hlin Majesty now <|uitted ehair and dressing gown ; stood ttp before 
the hre ; and, after geiiingain the rent of his ehdhing, whieh, on aerouni 
of Pisarina Anne's death' (renders renienil>er tlnii), * was of violet or 
mourning eolonr, he liad the p<mder -manile ihriiw-n round him, and «ai 
down at ilie 'roilelie to have Ida hnir fri/r/ded. 'Fhe 'roilette, a table wdth 
white cover shoved into the middle of the rotnn, had on it a iidrrori a 
pmvder. knife, ami f ■ no mortal mrm w1iat« * The King/ W'Imt all inortidH 
note, a« they do the heavenly omens, * is aomewlmi tniky ; spt»ak« some** 
times with the Pnteh Amhassador, sometimes with the Pope's Nuiielo, 
who wemi a joeose kind of gentleman ; sometimes wdih ditim’ent French 
t/irds, imd at last with the ('ardiim! Fleury also, ^ to whom, lunveveri he 
doe« not look lairiieuiarly greet mm/-' not partieularfy this time. Thiwa 
are the omens; happy who ean read iliem !- ’ i\I»jesty then did his 
monuiifr prayrr, asHtsted only by the co'iumon Almonersdm'Waiting 
(Chmdinal Kmk no hand, mueli less any other); iMajesiy" knelt before 
ld8 bed, and fmisbed the himines^ ** In less iban sli aeeonils/' After 
which mankintl ean ebb out to the Anteroom iigidn ; pay tbeir devoir 
to the Queei/s Majesty, whieh all do ; or w'idt for the TriinHit to Morn- 
ing (1mpeli atnl «eis Meatlaimm of Fmnee iiini the othera lliiiing past in 
t!ndr wedana. 

M-^ueen's Miijeaty waa already altogetln^r dr«*ssed/ says thniHini, almcirt 
M If with some tlba|tpointment ; *idl in blaek ; ii newt alfitlde rourteinii 
Majesty ; stands eoiiveming with tim llns^ltm AmbiiwsiidoT, with the 
Dutch ditto, with the Kinlies fthout her, and iii liwt, *’'* In a friendly timi 
merry tone/* with old Piirdlnal Fleury, Her i#adie», w-|iwi tli# Queen 
■pcika with iliem, showed no constraint at all ; leiinl loiwely w-ltli llnilr 
arms on the firO'Screeim, and took ildnga i^sy. Mewhiinea of Friiii«*e*— » 
Oiiiiftti mw Meadiintea. Poor little aonk, they iiro the Vm*k§n 

(ling, Pig, wi Papa would mil them, dear Papa), whi» beriime triigleiilly 
viMilde lignin hi the lliivolntioij liloondng yoniig rhihlreiiiii yti 

(Quw?t/« Miijwty aortif 11»trty :.t’V4*n r<»oe), nnd lilile dreiimiri|i' wliit li®i 
ifty yitrs aliwni ! Eliig Uiiili'i mrmf of eitraoeoiii g:tn;udi'ie», wliieh 
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cviulf^l ill llit^ FiWT'RiJt CViis^ i?4 nitw ju-t )H*-,:h\n\uv : Uitfil^ of fluif too; 
mid of Ijrr .MitjfhfyV duo holoivioiir it ; ihu |»?d!rnt* niloiit, 

HOW and alwayH 1 "* In a littlo thoir i;,o itlufi,.*; ilm Ureat 

(Jttllory to ('lni|Hd ; ' wltslhor tho PrutoHlont nniid roiiniii willi oomfort 
afoonipiiny** 

This iH the daily iniraolo dono nl Vm-aiHt* . h> thi* Im!!(‘v- 
ing imillittidi* ; tady thul un NfHyrar'N aiuJ oortain 

Hiipreiiie tHTUHiuits tin* Nliiri U hundod hy a Prlm'o of the 
BUkhI, hihI the towel for drying the r«oal haiids hy n diiloi 
with other iiiijn'tweinentN ; and tin* Ihiiif? eimu-s onl in its 
highest jMJwer of eirulginuny ■■■■ e^perially it' yr»ii iR.ni!i! M‘e high 
mass withal In the AnliHhandmr and il’a! dv CieiiNaig 

among lumdreds of jihemaaena fnlteii il'acl lo hnw the 

Four following-, wliieh have nii!! some lift* ; 

Many KiUKhts of th# Holy irbrntUrr^ tiu Sninf ar« 

about; mi^cnifiwilly plelmbl |Hoi|*hn liitliHiiuta !»♦ ir'i, an?l fil!i*iMh*ad to 
xmt but there, amonic tla^ rom|.umy, dti not ue iniligaiinbly hoo, in full 
(^iirdhmra rosiutms' Fleury,tiw aiu‘iont Friioo .MnoOor lollan^r tti bur 
Majesty? lllandly smiling i a.^ otilK, yet wUli n ll;iu»or of jilrobolk 
wit in laui !u*re mnl tlu*re. *rbat in. n oout tvorib loMloiff at, liod lltey 
painted Iiim at nil lied bat, reti »iti.n-k}n^^n ; a >**rrurly delhiife tdd 
grotbnnan, with wtintdlniin: i»f prudent wir.diuo. and it fouidi of iuiper" 
eeptible jorcmity at times; niildiy -‘..idw.' in lunniirr : lhi«> King, 

wbos# Tutor lie was twenty yenr^ ago, still luoba l«» bon liii* fnlber ; 
Fktiry i« th# mil King of Franeti at present, His is tu - even 
gone; tbt Klng^« 1« tbirly (aeven years yminger tbnn Ids t^Uieen): aiid 
tbeC^ardlnal law ml sloekingaand red bat ; i-eritAldy tlo*r*% wurrewMively 
in both Anteeliiiinbersi seen by Hunsiiu, Jnnujiry I -t, 17 || : iliat in all 
I know. 

The Frlneii cle Clermont, a Frlnre of llm lllood, * bmitleil ibt 
sblrtf CJruwin. Hump lOber Frinee, inUnlde li» find lo iw 

imuitdewK, bud the lionoiir of the * towel * : but ibU Frinn^ do Clrriiiimt, 
a diisohite fellow of wanied purls, kind of kind of S^rddier loo, In 

mmt viilbly binidiiig Ibesbirl there ; ■ wlnuo the rinniof mid I, if we riired 
iibowt it, ilwill figain see, g<dling beaten by Frlnn* Ferdiiimtil* »i C'releld, 
witliln twenty years Inuiee. *t'Jie*e are pidnU fir*i iinii sreoiul, pligbtiy 
nofcleeiibl#, diglitly If at nil, 

Of tbi wtual trftiiwt to high ^-ery tKiblti in llie Ctriml 

* Bibddng, b, |«|*7S, 
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Gallery or CEil-de-B(3euf, why should a human being- now say anything ? 
Queen, poor Stanislaus’s Daughter, and her Ladies, in their sublime 
sedans, one flood of jewels, sail first; next sails King Louis, shirt warm 
on his back, with ^Thirty-four Chevaliers of the Holy Ghost’ escorting ; 
next ^the Dauphin' (Boy of eleven, Louis xvi/s Father), and ^ Mesdames 
of France, with ' — ^but even Geusau stops short. Protestants cannot 
enter that Chapel, without peril of idolatry; wherefore Geusau and 
Pupil kept strolling in the general CEil-de-Bceuf, — and ^the Dutch 
Ambassador approved of it,' he for one. And here now is another point, 
slightly noticeable : 

Hig^h mass over, his Majesty sails back from Chapel, in the same 
magnificently piebald manner ; and vanishes into the interior ; leaving 
his Kniglits of the Holy Ghost, and other Courtier multitude, to simmer 
about, and ebb away as they found good. Geusau and his young Reuss 
had now the honour of being introduced to various people ; among 
others ^ to the Prince de Soubise.' Prince de Soubise : frivolous, insig- 
nificant being ; of whom I have no portrait that is not nearly blank, and 
content to be so ; — though Herr von Geusau would have one, with 
features and costume to it, when he heard of the Beating at Rossbach, 
long after ! Prince de Soubise is pretty much a blank to everybody ; — 
and no sooner are we loose of him, than (what every reader will do well 
to note) 

4°. Our Herren Travellers are introduced to a real Notability: 
Monseigneur, soon to he Marechal, the Comte de Belleisle ; whom my 
readers and I are to be much concerned with, in time coming, ^ A tall 
lean man (langer hagerer Mann)^ without much air of quality,' thinks 
Geusau ; but with much swift intellect and energy, and a distinguished 
character, whatever Geusau might think. ^ Comte de Belleisle was very 
civil ; but apologised, in a courtly and kind way, for the hurry he was 
in ; regretting the impossibility of doing the honours to the Comte de 
Reuss in this Country, — ^his, Belleisle's, Journey into Germany, which 
was close at hand, overwhelming him with occupations and engagements 
at present. And indeed, even while he spoke to us,' says Geusau, ^ all 
manner of Papers were put into his hand.' ^ 

^ Journey to Germany, Papers put into his hand ’ ; there is 
perhaps no Human Figure in the world, this Sunday (except 
the one Figure now in those same moments over at Breslau, 
gently pressing upon the locked Gates there), who is so 
momentous for our Silesian Operations; and indeed he will 
kindle all Europe into delirium ; and produce mere thunder 
^ Bllsching, ii, 79 ; see Barbier, ii. 282, 287. 


von. IV. 
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tiul lightiiiijg, fw m\’vn Wim to almoKt m 

reniilt ill i'L Sitenia ! A lull wan ; then! Ktiuid 

lii% agft now Junt alnnit. Heti tng^iitit on such ormnd 

Whom one is llmnkfut to liavo mto for a niimienti even h 
that slight miiimtfr* 

Of Iklkhk ami Ms Plum 

Clnirles Auguste I'\nttjtiet, C'omie de !te!!ei«le, * 

CirniuiHon of that Inimuliint Eouijurt,^ '.nutpfutMis Innnnrie 
whom I^min %i\\ at Inst throw mil, and kieked siilo tli 
Fortress of Ihgneroh miiHl the Savoy i\t|w, there to uuk! 
tale fi)r Iifi\ 'whieh lasted tiiirfy years longer. It mm nevi 
imderstma! Iliat Miinjiluoun Ftmijiiei had ;tlln;;rfher stoic 
inihlie iiiont^ys, nor iiidet-d rigidly wdmt lie Inn'! done to mer 
Fignerot ; ami idways^ though fallen somehow into siirli di: 
disfavtmr, he was pitied tind n^sjaadtal liy a good jimiion * 
the puhlir, * Has iiiigiwl tsdhertd said llie piildir; * dai 
germiH rivalry to Folh**rt ; that is what lias liroiight Pigner 
upon himd 

Out of l^ignerol that Fampiet mm*f cmm ; hut his Fami 
bloometimp into light again ; had its adventures^ soiitelini 
its troubles, in the Itegmiry time, Iml was idwnys in ii risii 
way :~«iind hen!, in this tall lean man gidiing piijH^rs p 
into Ms liiind, it has risen very liigh imleetl (loiiig 
Aiiihawi'idor h'Ktram-tlinary to the Geriiiitiiic lli*»L * To ass 
gowl iKMgldiours, as a tieighlMiur and 'Most Cliristian Miye? 
fihouldi in elioosing their new Kidwr to the lK»t iidvanlage 
that is the ofiieial colour his intssion Is to have, Kiin 
a prcmcl mission r~aiid ikdleisle intenda to cimite it in 
way that will surprise the tieriiiniik: Iliefc anti iiiaiikii 
Privatdyi Btlieisle intemjH that he, hy lii» own iiMhistri 
shall himself cIioom© llie right Kiiberi siicdi Kiiiser iw will «' 
the Most Cliristmii Majesty atitl him ; he iiitoiids to iin 
a new Freticli thing of (.haauuiiy in geiiiiral ; iind iarri« 
his ham! plans of m fitiiwiiig nature! lit and a Brot) 
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he has, called the Chevalier cle Belleisle, who is also a dis« 
tinguished man, and seconds M. le Comte with eloquent fire 
and zeal in all things, are grandsons of that old Fouquet, and 
the most shining men in France at present. France little 
dreams how much better it perhaps were, had they also been 
kept safe in Pignerol ! — 

The Count, lean and growing old, is not healthy ; is ever 
and anon tormented, and laid-up for weeks, with rheumatisms, 
gouts and ailments : but otherwise he is still a swift ardent 
elastic spirit; with grand schemes, with fiery notions and 
convictions, which captivate and hurry-ofF men’s minds more 
than eloquence could, so intensely true are they to the Count 
himself ; — and then his Brother the Chevalier is always there 
to put them into the due language and logic, where needed.^ 
A magnanimous high-flown spirit ; thought to be of supreme 
skill both in War and in Diplomacy ; fit for many things ; 
and is still full of ambition to distinguish himself, and tell 
the world at all moments, ^Me voild; World, I too am 
here ! ’ — His plans, just now, which are dim even to himself, 
except on the hither skirt of them, stretch out immeasurable, 
and lie piled up high as the skies. The hither skirt of them, 
which will suffice the reader at present, is : 

That your Grand-Duke Franz, Maria Theresa’s Husband, 
shall in no wise, as the world and Duke Franz expect, be the 
Kaiser chosen. Not he, but another who will suit France 
better : ^ Kur-Sachsen perhaps, the so-called King of Poland ? 
Or say it were Karl Albert Kur-Baiern, the hereditary friend 
and dependant of France ? We are not tied to a man : only, 
at any and at all rates, not Grand-Duke Franz.’ This is the 
grand, essential and indispensable pemt, alpha and omega of 
points ; very clear this one to Belleisle, — and towards this 
the first steps, if as yet only the first, are also % lear to him. 
Namely that ‘ the 27th of February next,’ — vhich is the 
time set by Kur-Mainz and the native Officials for the actual 
meeting of their Reichstag to begin Election Business, will 
^ Voltaire, xxviii. 74 ; xxix. ; etc. 
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be too iwly a time ; aiul mml lie got po.sl.poiu^d.^ FohI- 
polled ; wliirh will lie posnible, jierbiipH for long ; one knows 
not for how long : that in a lirNt step ciefinilelj clear to 
Belleisle. Towards which, m pr.'Inr/uiary to it and to all 
the others in a dinnner stale, then* is a Hccoud thing clear, 
md him even been ofliciaHy settled (all but the ilay) : Unit, 
in the meanwhile, and .Hureiy the Htioiicr tlm Indler, he, 
Belleisle, Most (Jhrislinn Alnjesly's AinbasMiutor hkiraordinary 
to the .Ueichsiag coining-,- --do, in Ins most dialling and per- 
suasive manner, make a Tour luiunig (haanaii CkmriH, lat 
u» visit, in oiir highest and yet in our softest ."'.pit -udunr, the 
accessililo German Courts, cL^-peciiilly Urn lilady or wcdl-dis- 
posed : Maim?, Kd!n, Trier, these, the three called Spiniual, 
lie on our very route; then Ffab, Jkiicrn, Snvhmi:~we will 
tour diligently up and down ; try whether, by<iplic inacliinery 
and art-magic of the minti, one cannot bring liieiti roiiiHl 
In all these preliminary steps and points, and even in tliiit 
alpha and omega of <'\clu(ling (Jriuubihike l‘Vair/, and getting 
a Kaiser of his own, Ih^lleisle suemsIecL With jminfiil re.suUs 
to himself and to millions of his ftilow t‘r<\dun*N, to rc^aders 
of this History, among others. And became in <-onNenucuc(‘ 
the most famous of mankiml ; and filled the whole world 
with rumour of Bdleisie, in tliose vcaw.~«A iimii of such 

w 

intrinsie distinction m Belleisle, whmii Friiairlcli afterwards 
deliberately callecl a great f apLuin, and iite only b’ltmchman 
with a geniui for war; and who, for ioiiie time, played in 
JOurope at large a part like that of Warwick the KJn^pnokcr : 
how hijia he fallen into iucli oldivion ? Many of tiiy rimders 
never heard of him before ; nor, in writing or otherwise, is 
there symplom that any living memory now Imrbciiirii him, 
or has the least ap|iroach to an itiiagi of hi in ! * For the 

^ Addling, ii. 185 (* 517th Mardi 1741, »l Fnnlcfwrt.ftnAliiyn,* 

Appointed by Kyr*Mi»ln« * Arch-Chancellor of the iiRtier d#lc Nnwntber 
3<.l, 1740) lA 336 {* Delay for a month or two,* iiiggctit iCttr 4 '*l«k, on Jaiii»ry 
X2th, seconded by otheri In the French wbsj. It the 

after some wgtiing, eolltpied Into the rngnt, tnii llttr# tniiiti d«kf t»«if h > 

actual Election not till January a4th| I74». 
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timerare babbly,’ says Goclhc* * Ami llu-ii ngnin Iht' funes 
ai’C dumb : 

* Denn ih/ gind r/iV Zt'iirn^ 

Und mud ituvk uwdrr gfttmmd 

Alas, if a man .sow only I’liaH*, iti iifvtr no ftubliiiio a 
niamicr, with the whole J-hu'lli and the long i-ni’i’d }it»|»«la.. 
tion.s looking on, and chorally niitging nji[iiiiv;d, midering 
night liKleon.H, — it will avail luni noUiitjg. And llmt, to n 
lamentable extent, Wiw llelleiHle’s case. His scheme of action 
wa.s in nuxst feiicilouHly just acconinnce with the national 
sen.He of France, but by no nieatm so with Ih" lavws Nitttm* 
and of Fact ; his aim, gr.nndio..c, {mtriotic, what you will, 
was unluckily false and not true. How conki ‘ the times ' 
conliiiiH! talking of him ? They fouml they had almuly 
talked too much. N<»t to say that tho Ficmh Itevjdnlion 
iiaa since come ; and has blown all Unit iul<» lh« air, miles 
aloft, — where even the solitl |«irt of it, wliich nujst bo re- 
covered one day, tnueh more the ganeouH, which we trust is 
forever irrecovcnuhle, now wanders and whirls; ami many 
things are abolished, for the present, of more value ttian 
Belleisle ! — 

For my own share, beijig, as it were, fortrerl lucid* nt.illy to 
look at him again, I find in Belleisle a really notalde man ; 
far superior to the vulgar of nottal men, in his tiin« or 
ours. Sad de.««tiny for such a man ! But wltmi Use gencml 
Life-element btsconses so unKfMjakably phsuiUwmal as timkr 
I.,ouis XV., it is sliflicult for any nmn to bt' »t*al ; to l«* oUier 
than a play-actor, more or less eminent and artiitieatly 
dressed. Sad enough, surely, when the truth of your relation 
to the TTniv<*r.sc, and the tragically earnest meaning fd your 
Ijfe, is quite lied out of you, by a world «aik in ll« j uvA 
you can, with effort, attain to noUsiag but to b« a mom or 
less splendid lie along with itl Vour very cxiiteaw all 
become a vesture, a bypoerify and hMUfsay ; nothing 1^ of 
you but this sad faculty of sowing dha# In the fiiShimiaW# 
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:aianiierl After Friedrich and Voltaire, in both of whom, 
Tinder the given circumstances, one finds a perennial reality, 
more or less, — Belleisle is next; none Juils to escape the 
mournful common lot by a nearer miss than Belleisle. 

Beyond doubt, there are in this man the biggest projects 
any French head has carried, since Louis xrv. with his sublime 
periwig first took to striking the stars. How the indolent 
Louis XV, and the pacific Fleury have been got into this 
sublimely adventurous mood By Belleisle chiefly, men say ; 
— and by King Louis’s first Mistresses, blown upon by 
Belleisle ; poor Louis having now, at length, left his poor 
Queen to her reflections, and taken into that sad line, in 
which by degrees he carried it so far. There are three of 
them, it seems; — ^the first female souls that could ever 
manage to kindle, into flame or into smoke, in this or any 
other kind, that poor torpid male soul : those Mailly Sisters, 
three in number (I am shocked to hear), successive, nay, in 
part simultaneous ! They are proud women, especially the 
two younger ; with ambition in them, with a bravura mag- 
nanimity, of the theatrical or operatic kind ; of whom Louis 
is very fond. ^ To raise France to its place, your Majesty ; 
the top of the Universe, namely I ’ ‘Well; if it could be 
done, — and quite without trouble ? ’ thinks Louis. Bravura 
magnanimity, blown upon by Belleisle, prevails among these 
high Improper-Females, and generally in the Younger Circles 
of the Court ; so that poor old Fleury has had no choice 
but to obey it or retire. And so Belleisle stalks across the 
(Eil-de-Boeuf in that important manner, visibly to Geusau ; 
and is the shining object in Paris, and much the topic there 
at present. 

A few weeks hence, he is farther, ^ — a little out of the 
common turn, but not beyond his military merits or capa- 
bilities,— made Mardchal de France ; ^ by way of giving 
him a new splendour in the German Political World, and 
assisting in his operations there, which depend much upon 
^ Pastes de Louis XKy l 356 (12th Fcbraaty 1741). 
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the laws of vision. Frendi epigrams divulate in conse^inc^tu-c-, 
and there are witty criticisnm; to which such a 

dusky world of Ikissibility lying ahead^ is grandly in<lifien‘iit. 
Marcchal de Prance ;~an(l (leusan hears (what is a fact) 
that tliere are to be * thirty young French lairds in his 
suite ’ ; his very ^ livery,’ or mere plush retinue, * to consist 
of 110 persons’; such m outfit for magnillctaicc as was 
never seen before. And in this eciuipnuad., ^ early in Miircli ’ 
(exact day not given), magnificence of outside corrcNjiuiuIing 
to grandiosity of faculty and idea, Belleisle, we shall find, 
does practically aet»oir towanls Germany like a kind of 
French Belus, or God of the Sun ; capable to dio^i^le weak 
German Courts, by optical machinery, and to set much ratten 
thatch on fire ! — 

^ There are curious <1aft'U(MTooiyj>c glimjiHeii of ohi Farii to he fxmml 
in that Notebook of Oeusau'if says another hkcerpi ; * whlcli com# 
strangely home to us, like reality at firnt-hancl und a rather unex- 
pected Paris it is, to most readers ; many thingi than alive there, which 
are now deep underground. Much Janaeniwt Theology afloat ; grand 
French Ladies piously eager to convert a young Protestant Nobleman 
like EeuHs; sublime Dorcases, who do not rouge, or dreii high, but 
eschew the evil world, and are thrifty for the PooPi sake, redeeming the 
time. There is a Cardinal de Folignac, venerable inge and ex-politkml 
person, of astonishing erudition, collector of Antiques (with whom we 
dined); there is tlie Chevalier Eamsay, theological Scotch Jacobite, 
late Tutor of the young Turanne* So many shining perstms, now fallen 
indistinct again. And then, besides gossip, which Is of mild qiiitlitf 
and in fair proportion, — what talk, casuistic and other, alumt the Moral 
Duties, the still feasible Pieties, the Constitution Pnigounl-toi 1 All this 
alive, resonant at dinner-tahles of Conservative stamp ; the Miraclti of 
Abbd Paris much a topic there :--«-and not a whiiper of Infidel Fhllo»«>. 
phies; the very name of Voltaire not once metitlouid in the Eouw 
section of Parisian things, 

^ There k rumour now and then of a ** Comte dt EcEhinbowrg,* 
conspicuous in the Parisian eirelei ; a ihining inilltary man, Imt saeinri- 
ingly in want of employment ; who hw lost in gambling, within the last 
four years, upwards of 50,0001 (1,000,000 livrei, the *^xnct ciplier fivtn). 
This is the Graf von Rothenburg whom Friedrich midt utuiuainhmco 
with, In the Rhine Campaign nix years ago, and has m» iiaco hud la his 
eye ;-..-»whom, in a few weeks hence, FH^Nhich lM>elcons over to him Into 
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tlie PrasMaii States: ** luul you wloill Imm work!*' Wlu 4 

Rotluuihur^ accepts; with iniutifokl aduititHirc to omi of 

Kriedricli'H most distin^nij^hod iViends for llte of liiii lifr. 

M)f ('uniinai Poltjii'tuu*. there U much siid»Rml ioveml citiiiitw with him 
are traiisartta], diaioKue partly given : a pious wm oki genlletiian milly^ 
in his kind (age now eighty four) ; luoktitg mildly fiirth u|wii 11 work 
just about to overset itself and go topHyturvy, m lie sees it wdll IIi» 
AnH-LueMniitwm otim such t% Poem ! -tuit w'e meiilioii him here heeause 
his fine Cabinet of Antiques came to Berlin on hk <leatii, Friedrteh pur- 
chasing ; and one often hears 'of it (if one eared to liwir) from the 
Pimssian Dryasdust in Huhsequant years.* 

H.)f Fruidrich's unexpeeled Invasion of ilioro are nl«o lallilngy 

and surmiaings, but iu a mild indiffereiit tom% itml tiiueli In the vitgue. 
And in the host-informed eirelos it m tlimrght llidlidde wdll niaimge to 
htnm Cwraml-Duke Fran7>, the Queen of Hungary's I iuHhftitil, elioMm Kaker^ 
and, in Home mild good wuiy, put an end to all that* k far 

indeed from BeileiHle*8 intention I 


CHAPTEE Vni 

PUKNOiMFNA IN PhVrKKSin Hit 

I KNOW not whether Mnj«r Wintmfeld, who wiw ient to 
Petersburg in December limt, had got buck to Berlin in 
F'ebruaryj now while Friedrich ia tliere : but for cerlaiti Ihe 
good news of him had, That he htitl l»eii eomjt!t.d:.tdy wic- 
cessful, and was coining specalily, to rt^iiirie iiii iolciier thiliei 
in right time* Ah WinterfekI k an im{>urtani itiati {iitmrl)f 
buried into darkness in tlie dull Pruwiaii Ilociki)v let Ui 
pause for a moment on this Kegolliition of liii unci on the 
mad liuMsian vicissitudes which pmmktl and followech so far 
as they concern us. a big citiiibmvage tieigliboiir 

next door, with such cjijuh-es, wch hiimoua aiici iiitcresti* 

^ Came to Charlottenhurg August 174a (old FfiHimc tel ditct Mcwewte liit, 
ten months after theme Geusau c««t tli« Foligiitc Ciliiiiel wm^o^txio 

thalers (6,000/.) my mime, 90,000 Mvwi (unilir 4,«»/4my ^ilitrii tt 
either price and, by chance, ^me oppcwiuntlyi irt totliig Jwi liufiit*«kiwii 
the Academy Edifice/ and destroyed much wire of tte kind. Sddiiihieii, 
i. 73 ; Seyfarth (Anonymous), G4S€kMM A# i ajfi. 
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is alwiiys an important^ riillier cii^Iiml^ fit f''Vif‘ilrit*h ; 

and Fortiina'a mad wlieid i« phuiin!-**. and ntaUag iit n 
hmdloiif,^ WHY of !nti\ CVarioa Anno, %\v b 

dead; the Auiomit of All thi* IttihHinH flu* 

of the Koioiius wiihiu tlayn* Iwao, law lillk* Srplirw^ 

still in svvuddruig r'jdhoH, in now Atiloorui u( All lla* 
if he knew it, p<an* little red‘»roloumt rroafure; iiiid Anton 
tllrirh and Ids Mrrklrulsui’iiv KusHiun lVitte«\HH ■ Hot !e| uh 
ta,ke ui> the mailer where our Nole-laMikii U*ft it* in Friedrieii 
Wilhelnds time : 

^(Varina Anne with the lilf riteek/ emitiioieji lliai Kf*fri»«iifkd * wiii 
extreimdy delighletl to mn) little Iwim; hut eiyup^il Iota iuily tn-ii 
inoiiUiH; heiisic hemjlf In dyln|r dreiun?»iiiiam ^he ii|i|itiliil#il Iilile 
Iwan \m Hmwewor, hm Mniher luui Father in Im litiarilbiiM ever loin 5 
hut one Bieren (who writes hiiUHelf Ihruit, and ** linka of CVnirkntlf* 
Indiig Cmrinfi*s QuAHi-Ilusliitml thene inniiy ynir^) In he IJiwrdiJiii, 110 It 
wore, over both tliem aiul hinu Hurh hml hern t\w Irnrnhuit in^iitialiin 
Bioreifi demand on hk You tuts running mi pmt ilimirua* 

tion/* said she, with tears ; Imt (’<>mpUi*d. m she hud Imm w-mii 

'Csjurimi Anno died l^iith Oetoher 17*10 ; leaving a In hln eriwllej 
tittle C,’5sar Iwim of two tmmilm, witli AInther and Father to |*rwid«iwtir 
him, and to he ihem«eive« |ire«it!iHl over hy lllereii, In this iiiantitrA 
Tins was the first great chiinge for Anton lllrirh 5 tail tiilieim grusiiler 
are coming, Littlii Anton, readeri know, h FHedrichk llroiherdiidiiw, 
much iiatronked hyAuitria; Antoiik s|.Hiusti \n the lliilf Jluwiitii Friii-« 
cess Catherine of Mecklenburg (now wholly Hnmmn, and ritlled iViiicmii 
Anne), whom Friinlnch at mm time thought of fnr, in |d» 

distress about a WHk Thmi twis, will they ^id»* uijh Vnr. n., W'ill 
they side with Austria? It wiw hardly worth i’n*|utry, Intd not ¥-miimp^ 
wheel made suddenly n grmt mnl, and pilrlnul them to tfie top^ hr ilia 
time being, 

^Bieren laited only twenty days* lie was vi?ry hlgii ami afliitfify 
upon evcryboily ; Anna aiid Anton Ulrich iutlering tiiiliirally iiiwl frniii 

him. They took counnel with FoUlnittrurhidl Milniiieh on tho nwUor ; 
who, after study, declared It « remeiUable riw«. Friday IBth Niiwintwr, 
Mttnnioh had, by Invitation, to dine with Duke IHeren j Mftowiph went 

* Supri, voL III p# a6L 

• Mannsti-in, pp. 464.367 (aSth October, by Su»«i»n or Old Siyie, !•* iTth'ii 
we iram/a/», in this and other case*, RuMian et EngHah, low New 8 t»i% iMikf, 
the contrary ii indkated). 
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accordiBgly* tliftt dny^ rtiHl dhird i UsiKr » litilf^ llitrriril* 

iay . and tli« nam^ ilinui'r l*riii|? riiufi'’ m'rr* nuA rtaia*^ 

Mikmicli had hm nm^iM all lainu w4iln-*r« rnwlv, warutiit m It,iiii,| 


and arrCKted Bitwn In hk Inn! ; m%*m itniiuiug 

upon Biemn Nwor wnw naoh a rharsK*' Irtun IMih ihtj |*i ||it|| 

M'itli a Hiiprcuno llic*r%uh ^hif Ifkiu! ^^fauisstriii, iisrtdlriii paiiiiMjit Alih»* 
d0-(daiap of Miluiilrlj| vft« tlw t*i^i^rufor «»jf tlir SV#t ; iiud low h4\ paiiftiiid 
record of it, m ho doea of mn^ryttnu^u Utrrr^n «iu*|, fiful whut 

Madam Bieren, who wan n little tin llio tn,‘raHii*iiA IVliai 

side Anton Hindi and H|un*«e will takw in m i|uarri.4 hulwi’(*n Bniv.hs imd 
Auitria;! k now w^ell worth a»kiiiir« 

* Anton Ulrich find Wife Anni% that iu to llrifmil Aiiuo'* atni 

* Generalksimo Anton Ulrirli/'now ruhnl, with MMunirli Ikr ris.fht liiitid 
man; and those were high i\mm for 4%nfoji llrirli^ UrurriiMidmo mu\ 
OzarVFather; who Indoinl waa and did not niUnt iuirrtVro In 

words, fchou|?h grieved at tlio fooli4i wiiy« Im W'lto liad. An Imltdfufc 
flabby kind of crcfiture, alto* iinftt for mu Anli'irml : mt In her prlmte 
apartments, all In a hndti la of iitnlresi ; liiil fiwi!l»li rinlkitr^, ri-i|».Mnally 
had aouhrettei who led liiir ahonl Hy ttio anr, Afifl I hen ilioro wiw a 

IMncess Elimhefeh/' Couiln«germafi of llofont Afitio, <hiSi|4iior, that 
is to say, last child there mow of fitter iha l>ival and hl« liitia 
brown Catherine who ahinild hiive fwoii l*etfer wefi fn, llarinlrus 
foolish Princess, not withont cunning ; y»«nf * pliiinfi, ^ml Ihllowlng 
merely her flirtatlona am! her oHhitilo* itovofioip ; very nrllwdut and 
soft, hut capable of becoming dangrronii, m » r#ritr# of the 
As '^Cssarina Elimbeth hofor# long, atitl iilllioiilwly m ikim 

du Mrd/* she-*- ' But lot tw not iiniiid|Mfo ? 


It waa in tirb poitiire of ntlkir«» nboiit a iinrtilli aftw if 

had begun, that Winterfeid iirrimi in I^4^r ; am! 

addressed Wmaelf to Mlinntchi on tlio IVii«iiiii ormiiii 
Winterfeld was MlinniWi Sori»iii-lii%v ■f^'.^^uprr!v »lt*|wit4ii- 
law, having married MunriidFi rdt'ju!-r,-;:-!iU-r, « Fiiiiilfin von 
Makahn, of good Prasman kin); wm witli tliif liith 

tudes and longitudes here, ami well ut|uIp|H ! for tin* ajuem- 
tion in hand* To Madam Mihmirlu oiict liliidiiiii Malmlsii 
his Motherdn-law# he carriml a diamoiid ring of 
< small testimony of his Pniwian mgmi to iw 

high a Prussian Ijtdy ' ; to Mytiaie}t’*s Bm mm! a 

present of 8,000l» on tiie lik# iociri: mi tli« wliwtii Iwitig 

' Manniifin, p. a4i. 
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oiled ill tlii.s way, find the simuii so sirois<;’ (son W'inlerfeld 
an ardent man, father i\nhmioli Ihe like, supretne in Jlussia, 
and the thing itself a anlnlnry thing), llie diiiloinnlir speed 
obtained was grea.t. ’Winlerfc'ld bad arrivcal in Fetershiirg 
December 19lh: Tr(ia.ty of Alliance to iiie elleci, ‘Firm 
friends and good neigbhonrs, we 'Ihvo, ]\'laj(‘siieH of Prussia 
and of All tlie llus.sias ; will help eacli Ihe o!]ii'‘r, if ajiacked, 
with 12,000 inen,’^ — was signed on the 27llii : whole Trans- 
action, so iinporlant to b'rirdriel!, complete in eight days. 
Austrian Botta, directly on the Ikk.^ 1 of those nnsaiisrMel,ory 
Dialogues about Silesian roads, about troops tbat were pretty, 
but liad never looked (be wolf in ihe fac'C,— had rushed olF, 
full speed, for Pelerslmrg, in hopes of running athwart such 
a Treaty as Winlr'rhhi's, and gei.ting one for Austria in- 
stead. But he arriveil t(H> late ; atul peihnps couhl have 
done nothing had he been in time. Bolfa tih'd his utmost 
for years afterwards, aliove ground and hriow, to olisiruct 
and reverse this thing; Init it was to no pui'jjt and even 
to less; and only, in result, brougld Botta himself into 
flagrant diphnnatic trouble and scandal ; whicb miule noise 
enough in the thc'U CJazcdieer world, and wais the fmale of 
Botta’’8 Russian efforts,^ tliough not worlli mentioning now. 
The Russian Notebook continues : 

* Milimich, siipreaifs in IliisHin ninrr H'rrt'irs li.iuiiuil, wise cot an 
sek fm* the Eegant Anne and her IJnshand; though, perhaps, ladng 
a high old military gen ilcnian, lie mig-hl he siunewhat ahnipt in his ways. 
And there were dmneHiie Ost.cwnuuins, foreign llottas, Lti Clidtardies, 
and dangerous luirigiiers and Opposition figureH, t<» itu prove .any grudge 
that might arise. Sure enough, in March 1741, Faldmarsehitll M&mich 
was forbid the Court (some Ostermann succeeding liim there): ^^Bver 
true to your two llighneases, though no kmger needed ; and with- 
drew, in a lofty friendly strain ; his Son continuing at Court, though 
Papa had withdrawn. Supreme Mhnnich had lasted about four montlii ; 
Supreme Bieren hardly three weeks and Siberia Is still agape. 

'Mtonich being gone to hii own Town-Mansion, and Ilcgent Anne 


^ Adelung, iii. m 'aSp ; Mann^tfdn, p. 375 (‘Lsiptwchln Plot/ of Botta*i 
raising ; found out * August 1743 ’ j— Botta put in arrest, etc.). 
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sitting ia }ier« ia a liuiltila of iituIrrsH ; liitln 3irfrNHiiil« ti* li^r lottg* 
lieadtMl iru*laiu’lit>rm < )htt*riauu*i, aatl iim tn itrr livtiiiinii 

maid ; with poor Aut«»a l‘!rirli aiid rtNiiii-UHtrating, tmt 

nnablo to help^ tlun «tuta of mnftorrtj wilh »iiidi i«idi*riidiiiiig 

it, could not last fonH*or» Aatl Imd iit*t liwri of 

iadtdiuifc luxurious nature* iatcut u|»oii her priiyow iiiid Ilirlatioiw, it 
would liavo eadeti mtoacr evtui timrt it did* I*riuciviii4 FJi/iiliolh liad a 
Surgeon calhul L’Mstoc ; a *Mart|U!s do In Cliriiirdsei a IdKhflott'it Frcncb 
Exctdleuey (wijo used to bo at Berlin, In our young Frirdrirh*^ drlight), 

was her M'hat slmll I say? !*a ilielardiii liifiirndf had no ?irni|de to 

aay it I TlieHO two jdotted for her ; these were ready, cmilil »lie have 
been got ready; which waw not ho mmf» ICegeiil Ainm hiid her mm- 
picioiw ; but the FrincesH wan ho indolent, »« good itl ivheii iliiwlly 
taxed with such a tiling* tho FrincesH |«ir#i into liigeiiuoiw wawping* 
quite disariued Hegent Anne*H Mas|didons fmmit shi* loni ipsw ludler 

taka I/l‘lsloc*s mi vice, and proceed at once, Wliltdi ihe illd. 

^ A'ud so, on the morrow inorniitgi dtli Defeitilwr by aid tif the 

Preolnminsky Ilegiment, iitid the inotioini tinual on »iirli iirra^loiu*, 4ii 

fact hy mertdy pulling out th.e propn from an tyuleriiiiiied Mtnioof iiuitleri, 
— sho raduead Hiiltl gently to ruin* ready for eariiiig to Siheriii, tiki 
its foregoars ; and was hereby t of All llio jn i» 'p^uou dy 

enough for tlui rmt of her IBk 1 weitly y«w or rallirr mom, An 
mdolant, orthodox, plump creature, ill.iiiricliiied tw criielty ; ** mi »ii 
ounce of uuifH flesh in her comimwiruiu/* i^ltl the w-iH She iiiainlidneil 
the Frieilritdi Treaty, indignant at Itotii and liin |do|« ; well with 
Friedriidi, or might have Imen kept ho by miiiwgiwient, for Iher# wan tm 
(museof quarrel, hut the reverHin kilween tin* riiuiilrle^,.. rniihl Fried-.* 
rich liave held hii witty tongue, when #awdr*t|i|it»ri wer# by, ||ii| Im 
could not idwayi ; though hti tried. Anil iiirc»f4lc Ce^perklly 

if it be truth too), on oorlalii foitiate tiipicHi wli»i lin|c‘fqjcr tVmide, 
Caarlna of All the liusilini, oould iliiiitl It? *i1i« lii»l«ry k but 
ing one, a diiifusting one, in htitiiaii afftlrt. Eiiiniiiitlt wm orlhwlic^i 
too, and Frlodrhdt not, ihti horrid ttmti T* Hit f«t ilhomilly 

Induhitahhi, though It is huildiod into dimirfist iiid #11 nl 

it (as to what Frkidriidfi wlttiniimi wort, atiii Ilm like) um mAmnl it-i In 
the FniHHian Books,— indlgimtlcin, owing to «iitili ilkiiial mum, 
fixed hate on the C;«rhi»*i part, ami ilmri lollowti l#rribi« mmlu »l 
last; aCwlna timn to the mmilbiil pitoli ii|iiiii t mnw, hi lik #ilr«iie 
need Outiu du thinks thii wan ! Fritiltivifi wit ®iiii 

him dear I him, and half a niijlloai •Ull itwr, Iwiiiiy y#Ew 

hence/— Till which tlmt wt will gladly Imm A# €mrii» mi 4 li 

Major von Wintorfidd had bmn l» Eitiiift imfym 'tbit; 
and had, woomi hk fair Malmhtt thtre, Ifc is tli# mitw 
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Wintitrlekl whom we once saw dininfjj !>y the wayside with 
the late Friedrich Wjllu'liu, on tliat last li(‘vu‘W"rIournej his 
Majesty laada A Ch plain in the Polsda.ni Ciinnts at that 
time; aiwiiys in great favour with the late ICing; and in still 
greater with the pres<‘ut,-— who finds in him, w'e can dindy 
discover, and prcdJy nmcli in him alone, a soul somewhat like 
his own; the one real *peer’’ he had about lum* A man of 
lit lie e<hu*fil ion ; hnnl in camps ; yet of a proud natural 
emiiieneyi and rugged nobleness of genius ami mind. liCt 
readers mark this (iery hero-spirit, lying buried in those dull 
Books, like l!,e:hi aing among clay. Here is another anecdote 
of his Hnssiau l)usinesa : 

*Winterfc!tl Inul gone, In Friedrich ^V^1lchu's time, with a party of 
Prussian drill -sergeants for Peterslnirg^ (year not given); ^and duly 
delivered them timre. lie naturally saw much of Feldmarsehall Miunueh, 
naturally saw the Stop da ip ‘. h ter of the Feldinarsehall, a shining besauty 
in Peiersinirg ; VVinterfeld hiinself a man of shining gifts, and character ; 
and one of tlie handsiuneHt tall men in the world. iMntual love between 
the FrIInlein and him was the rapid result But how to ohiaiu marriage? 
Winterhdd cannot marry, wiilumt leave had of his superiors : you, fair 
Malmhigare llof Dame of Princess Elizabeth, all your fortune the jewels 
you wear ; and it is too possihle she will not let y<m go ! 

^They agreed to he patient, to l»o silent; to watch warily till Winter- 
feM got home to Prussia, till the Frdulein jMaly4ihn could also contrive 
to get lumie. Winterfeld once home, and the King's consent had, the 
FrIInlein npplied to Ihnncess EHmheth for leave of ahsence : few 

months, to see my friends in Deutschland, your liighneHs!"" Princess 
Eli 7 .aheih lo<»ked hard at her ; answered evasivtdy this and that. At last, 
being often importsuiud, she answered plainly, ** 1 ahnosb fhel convinced 
thou wilt never eorne hack Pnd'i'Hlat.ions from the Fnudein were not 
wanting Well then/' said Elizaheth, “ if thou art so sure of it, leave 
me thy jewels in pledge. Why not?" Ihe p<mr Frilulein could not say 
why; had to leave lier jewels, which were her whole fine fortune, 

worth 100,000 roubles (20,<KK)4); and is now the brave Wife of 
Winterfeld ;--btit could never, by diriMst entreaty or circuitous interest 
and negotiation, get back the least item of her jewels. Eliv.aheih, as 
Princess and at Cmrlna, was alike deaf on that subject Now nr hence^ 
forth that proved an impossible private cn ter j>riHc for Winterfeld, tlmugh 
he had io easily wmoeeded in the public one*" ^ 


^ Ret»ow, dis siedm/dkrixm (Berlin, iSoa), i 4S 
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'*"1111* iii‘W C*/arin:i. whh not mniirriiliil. 3iiijiui.rli iiiitl 
|iliiiV wiTe trit*il r«n‘ lift* ; wrn* lu iiit% uihI <li(l 

apjHiif (Hi flu* ^railuK! flnnuary li i-iK i'r.aly li»r llint 

ext.miie peiiutty ; \n\i wan* lhi‘n% i»m tla* May,rn, j'^ardoiiai 
or h:iir’(>a.n!uui-il hv a oit'iviful uvw (Vuritia, uttd .stail to 
Sihoria and iaiior darkiuas, WliiflitT Birmi LhI piv^iAlfd 
iheoK T«) ilarkiu‘s.s /ilsfi, n luildn* di*'4itiy hiul 

boon intoiuIiHl tluaii nt IunI, wont Aiituii ririch iiiid Im 
liousi'ludd. I'invurd-s oulivt* CJarnnuiy nt Hr.Ni ; liir\ luid got 
OH far iiH Riga on iha way to loil, ware* driaiiWH} 

theroj for a batg whlh {moving to .w nl-. 1-:; , hi Iliiflii IIoIh, 
or I know not: whalK HI! Iin?i!!\ liny winr* na'iillial into 
KtisHiiin vxlli\ St riot. onun;;h Ma'lndon nlmil Aroln 

angol iuh] t^lsowlu'n* ; in roitu-itls in obM-nro uiiroiiiAirtiiWo 

plaroH;" ditlJo Iwinn .nflor ^iriH^iiinirN^, ovnii woni niitkT- 

ground 5 gri*w to innnhoodi and got killod (piiiily liy iiccri"- 
dont, not; qnito by niitrilrr), ^oiut* yvnrn lirnrei 

in liin dungiMO in llio horirosn of Si‘h!nssollnirg^ hriow the 
levol of the I^nhiga wah-rs thrre. t'lilnrkier HoOHehiikh 
wlneh once wa‘iHei! the Inekie^t of tin* world, wiin iit^ver 
known* Cnrited Mufdenly, in Ihin ivny^ from the ^’rry lop of 
lkirium'^'‘a wltrrl to I1 m« vory Imtlom; nevor to ri^e more;-- 
and <!id not evrn tlie, at le-'ist. not a!! die, bir Ihirly or forty 
yearn iifterd 

Thii in the Clietimlie-lf IvHtne eno' i-'O.M'v. of ofli Ilrermiictr 
1741 ; the pl't’lonp,' up of IViiireMX Ikli/afietlg iiiiii the pilrii* 
in|,h<lo\vn of Anton IJlrieh and ItiM Jlliirinieh:^, W'lui had liefim? 
intehed Biercm down. After wliteln iiiidirrfi mnmml tiio» 
Btationary at l\!lt•r^llurg : iV-urina ial iridnleiit utiiil, 

Antnn VltMhmn till ipli May 1775 fiww |iiiii|.tli!rM of tii* wrat, aflei 
thlfi te * Ilerntcmi, ^ |i**f*r Craiany' la itliiilirr C''ai|irtiiie it. find 

mftiiismiticci llicjw, wiil» pcioiMii ; ^'^tc ha*i wmlirti Aiim« Uliltli t€i go liriaiti 

manyy«trs Iwforei Imt iii? wouhl 1101 , Ifom »lwiric|.«"4w»a li#! j' ■■'tkt.'-.t |||^ 
AitgiWt X764 (Catheimt in khiimi far hh imi woIwmI 

Mothw, Ikliicws Artia;, Cmrri'ifylly) iSlIi Mardi 1746. See llkliirir* 

of whkh, Is g*io4 for ittwclii Of 

to l» trusted wUlwal ncniniiy* 
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floated with a certain native buoyancy, with something of 
bulky steadiness, in the turbid plunge of things, and did not 
sink. On the contrary, her reign, so called, was prosperous, 
though stupid ; her big dark Countries, kindled already into 
growth, went on growing rather. And, for certain, she herself 
went on growing, in orthodox devotions of spiritual type (and 
in strangely heterodox ditto of noTi-spiritual I) ; in indolent 
mansuetudes (fell rages, if you cut on the raws at all) ; in 
perpetual incongruity; and, alas, at last, in brandy-and- 
water, — till, as ‘ injhne Catin du Nord^^ she became terribly 
important to some persons I 

At her accession, and for two years following. Czarina 
Elizabeth, in spite of real disinclination that way, had a War 
on her hands: the Swedish War (August 1741 — ^August 
1743), which, after long threatening on the Swedish side, 
had broken-out into unwelcome actuality, in Anton Ulrich’^s 
time; and which could not, with all the Czarina’s industry, 
be got rid of or staved off ; Sweden being bent upon the 
thing, reason or no reason. War not to be spoken of, except 
on compulsion, in the most voluminous Plistory ! It was the 
unwisest of wars, we should say, and in practice probably the 
contemptiblest ; if there were not one other Swedish War 
coming, which vies with it in these particulars, of which we 
shall be obliged to speak, more or less, at a future stage. Of 
this present Russian -Swedish war, having happily almost 
nothing to do with it, we can, except in the way of transient 
chronology, refrain altogether from speaking or thinking. 

Poor Sweden, since it shot Karl xii. in the trenches at 
Fredericshall, could not get a King again ; and is very 
anarchic under its Phantasm King and free National Palaver, 
— Senate with subaltern Houses , — ^which generally has French 
gold in its pocket, and noise instead of wisdom in its head. 
Scandalous to think of or behold. The French, desirous to 
keep Russia in play during these high Belleisle adventures 
now on foot, had, after much egging, bribing, flattering, 
persuaded vain Sweden into this War with Russia. ^ At 
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The new Cmrina was not innnereilul. and 

pany were tried for life ; W(*re it» dic% niul did 

appear on the scadbld (iJOih Juiiunry 174^3 b re.iily for tliat 
extreme penalty; but were on the i^iidtkii, pardoned 

or half-pardoned by a uierciful nt‘W C’zariita, aitd sent to 
Siberia and outer darkness. Wldiher lliereii had preceded 
them. To outer darkness also, thouf^h a milder dc^siiny had 
been intended tliem at went Anltm lllricli and his 

Household, Towards native Hernmny at lirsi ; they had got 
as far as Riga on tlie way to (Jermany, init Wi‘re dtdidiied 
there, for a long while (owing to suspicions, to llolta Plots, 
or I know not what), till finally they were reeailed into 
Russian exile. Strict enough exile, serln.-hin alamt Arch- 
angel and elsewhere; in conveiRs, in iibhciirc unconiforiiible 
places : — little Iwan, after vicissiludes, even wcfiii under- 
ground; grew to niaiih,ood, and got ktllril (partly by acci- 
dent, not quite by nnirder), some tvtonf}' ■Itnvr years hence, 
in his dungei)U iti the Fortress of SchlirsHtdlnirg, below the 
level of the Ladoga wafta’s there. Ihdiickier I loiiscliokh 
which once seemed the luckiest of Ibi* world, wm never 
known. Canted suddenly, in this ^vay, from the very lop of 
Fortune’s wheel to the very l>ottom; never to rise more;««— 
and did not even die, at Iea;d'.. not all <lie, for thirty or forty 
years after.^ 

This is the Ch&wlie-ifJiHtoc eou'-pire-iy, of 5th December 
1741 ; the pitching-up of Princesa l%lir.iibelii| and the piteh- 
ing-down of Anton Ulrich and his , who had before 

pitched Bieren down. After which, iimiler» reiiifiiiiwl mow* 
stationary at Petersburg: CWiim K!l>\dt.-lh, fat iiicliikiit; ioiil, 

^ Anton Ulrich, not till 15th May 1775 ft wo Iliygliicri of hit went, afttr 
this, to * Horstens, a poor Country- il on s«; in Jutlantl,/ wliiilitr Caitscilrit II* liid 
manumitted them, with pension ;—she had wblied Antoa UIrkli to go hctm% 
many years before; but he would not, from Iwin liici jperfalwcl 5th 

August 1764 (Catherine n, blatned for hti dcalli, liiit Witlicml caiiit | ; lwtn*i 
Mother, Princess Anne, (mercifully) iSth March 1745. Set Ittsik© llhlorie' 
7 hohy Cas^/m, etc.,— none of which, ntetpi k goml fetr hwcIii or 

to foe trusted without scrutiny. 
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ilonted with » cei'lam imtive uuoyniK'v, with .something of 
bulky .stendiiu'ss, in Uui ludnd jiluugo of thing.s, and did not 
sink. On Uu; contrary, luw reign, so called, wn.s j)n)s|)crou.s, 
thougli slintid ; her big dark (’ountrw's, kindled alreacly into 
growth, went on gr<»wing rather. And, for certain, she hewelf 
went on growing, in orthodox tlevotions of .spirit nal type (and 
in strangely heterodox <IiLlo of won .spiriln.'d !) ; in ijulolent 
inan.sufdndes (fell rages, if yon eut on the raws at all); in 
perpetual ineougniily; and, aln.s, at last, in hrandy-aud- 
water, — till, as ‘ hi/ihiw Vatin du AWd,’ she hecauic terribly 
important to some persons ! 

At her ace<’ssion, and for two yeans following, Csairina 
Elixaheth, in spite of real disinclination that way, ha<I a War 
on her hands; the Swaiish War (August IT’!!-- A;)gind 
1743), which, after long tlireatening on the Swetlish aide, 
had broken-out into unwelcome actuality, in Anton Ulrich’s 
time; and which could not, with all the 0,arina’8 industry, 
be got rid of or 8tave<l off; Sweden being bent upon the 
thing, reason or no reason. War not to he sjioken of, except 
on <’omptdsion, i;i the most vohnuinouH History ! It was tlie 
unwi.sest of ware, we should say, ami in praetiw probably the 
contcmpUblest ; if there were not one other Swedish War 
coming, which vies with it in these particulars, of which we 
shall be obliged to speak, more or leas, at a future stage. Of 
this pre.scnt llnssian -Swedish war, having happily almost 
nothing to do with it, we can, except in the way of transient 
chronology, refrain nllogclbcr fnnn speaking or Ihinking. 

Poor Sweden, since it shot Karl xn. in the trenches at 
Predericshall, coti!<I not get a King again ; and is very 
anarchic under its Phantasm King mul fm; National Palaver, 
— Senate with subaltern Houses , — which gcn<‘ndly has French 
gold in its pocket, and noise insteatl of wisdom in its head. 
Scandalous to think of or behold. The French, desirous to 
keep Russia in play during the.He high Relleisle adventures 
now on foot, had, after much egging, bribing, flattering, 
persuaded vain Sweden into this War with Bmula. * At 
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fJasL r/4* 

Nwva tlicy were 80,000^ we 8^001^ ; iwil wliat of 

them!" cry the Swedes filwayg. »'*>’ fri«*nds^ liui vmi 

had a Cnpiaiii at Narva; you had not yet dml ymir Vnpinln 
when you did Narva! ^Fnction of ilatsd Fart ion «f (h|)h" 
(that is, as being Bomnolmt iiiul diHiiii*lined to 

France and War): seldom di<! a f»iUT“Vidiiiiil Ikr'sldning 
Nation sink to sueli depilis, since they Jiliot, their C'lijitiiiia rii»l 
said to Anarchy, ‘ 7’//oa art (kj>taiiicy* we see, and the IHvine 
thing!" Of the 'Wars and buHincHHCH of iucli a set of 
mortals let ns shun speaking, wlitnt* jMiHsihle. 

Mannstoin gives impartial account^ |iIeiH?iitily clear niitl 
coin});u*t, to such as may be eurioii« about lliin Swi»«Iish». 
Russian War; and, in the didactic point of view, it is not 
witluHit value. To m the inter^mting riremiisintieci is, that 
it does not interfere with our Silesian op'‘ri.!t«>n.-'. «l all ; und 
may be figured as a mere accompanitiiciit of nnu!>rni;,^ dis- 
cord, or vacant far-off noiBO, going on in those Northern 
parts, — to which therefore we ho}>€! to 1» s(j’;»npyav^ in time 
coming. Here are some dates, tvhirli tite reinlcr may lake 
with him, should they chance to illiwtmte anything: 

* Augmtith^ 1741. The IHwtRUm ■declare War : ** Will mmwm tlieir lost 
portions of Finland, will/' etc. etc. Iliey bad long lawn meclltiilini? It ; 
they had Turk negotiations going on, dlligorit to ilie ’Ptirlt (n 

certain Major Sinclair for one, whom ilve waykitl anil 

to get sight of his Papers), during the late Ttirk4liri^»ilati War ; lint could 
conclude nothing while that was In activity ; cfitirhiilecl only after iimt 
was done, — striking the iron whan grown mid* A rliief |»itil in tindr 
Manifesto was the iwsaiwlnatlon of this Sinclair ; iriitiilal anil ilrocily, of 
which there is no doubt now the Huislaiis w#ra guilty, Varloiw priitoxti 
for the War prime moveu’s to It, pmctlcally, wow tlii Frinirli, liilifiit 
on keeping Russia employed while tlialr BelltililiCItirftiariacIfiitiliirft wifiit 
on, and who had even bargained with ihird-parlit* to gtt-upa War lliere, 
as we shall see. 

‘September 3(1, 1741. At Wilmafisti’nud,-----4oy tf Wyliiirf, ilitir 
frontier stronghold in Finland, wh'ich wa« iiiiiiir ftiff©,— tiui 8wifdis 
(about 5,000 of them, for they had notliiiif to llv# ttfiiiit, and lay 
scattered about, in fractions) made ight, or »lclrmt«h, ^liwt a Eiw^lan 
attacking party : Swedes, rather vietoriou* on llrlr hill-top, r««li«d 
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down ; and totally lost their bit of victory^ their Wilmanstrand^ their 
Wyhorg*, and even the War itself; — for this was^ in literal truth, the 
only fighting’ done by them in the entire course of it, which lasted near 
two years more. The rest of it was retreat, capitulation, loss on loss 
without stroke struck ; till they had lost all Finland, and were like to 
lose Sweden itself, — Dalecarlian mutiny bursting out Ye traitors, mis- 
governors, worthy of death I with invasive Danes to rear of it ; — and 
had to call-in the very Russians to save them from worse. Czarina 
Elizabeth at the time of her accession, six months after Wilmanstrand, 
had made truce, was eager to make peace : By no means I answered 
Sweden, taking arms again, or rather taking legs again; and rushing 
ruin-ward, at the old rate, still without stroke. 

^ June 2 Sthy 1743. They did halt ; made Peace of Abo (Truce and Pre- 
liminaries signed there, that day : Peace itself, August l7th) ; Czarina 
magnanimously restoring most of their Finland (thinking to hei*self, 
‘^Not done enough for me yet; cook it a little yeti”) ; — and settling 
who their next King was to be, among other friendly things. And in 
November following, Keith, in his Russian galleys, with some 10,000 
Russians on board, arrived in Stockholm ; protective against Danes and 
mutinous Dalecarles; stayed there till June of next year 1744.' ^ Is not 
this a War ! 

On the Russian side. General Keith, under Fieldmarshal 
Lacy as chief in command (the same Keith whom we saw at 
Oczakow under Miinnich, some time ago), had a great deal of 
the work and management; which was of a highly miscel- 
laneous kind, commanding fleets of gunboats, and much else ; 
and readers of Manmtein can still judge, — much more could 
King Friedrich, earnestly watching the affair itself as it went 
on, — whether Keith did not do it in a solid and quietly 
eminent and valiant manner. Sagacious, skilful, imperturbable, 
without fear and without noise ; a man quietly ever ready. 
He had quelled, once, walking direct into the heart of it, a 
ferocious Russian mutiny, or uproar from below, which would 

^ Adelung ii. 445. Mannstein, pp. 297 (Wilmanstrand Affair, himself present) 
365 (Peace) 373 (Keith's return with his galleys). Comte de Hordt (present 
also, on the Swedish side, and subsequently a Soldier of Friedrich's), Mimotra 
(Berlin, 1789), i. 18-88. The murder of Sinclair (done by ‘four Russian 
subalterns, two miles from Naumburg in Silesia, 17th June 1739, about 
7 r.M.)’ is amply detailed from Documents, in a late Books Weber, Am 
Vier Jahrunderten (Leipzig, 1858), i. 274-279. 

VOL. IV. * 
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have mined overvLliin-r in few minute* more.’ Ho Kufrered’ 
with excellent siloiux', lunv and itfim-wnnlH, much ill-usage 
from above withal ; -’-till Ft'i«lnch himself, in the third year 
heuce, was lucky enough to get liim iw (Jeiu'ral. Frit'drich’s 
Sister Uln<iue, Ihe marriag.! of PriiuTHS lllri<{«e,~that also, 
as it chanced, had something to <U> with this Peace of Abo. 
But we anticijiale loo far. 


CHAPTER IX 

KIUKDUK’H ItKTrilN'S TO SU.KSIA 

FiUKDiuen stayed only three wwk.* at home ; moving about, 
from Berlin to Potsdam, to Uein .herg ami back : nit the gay 
world is in Berlin, at this Carnival time ; but Friedrich has 
more to do with bu.simi.ss, of a imuiihdd and over eamest 
nature, than with Cjrnuva! gaieties. French Vahiri is here, 
‘my fat Valori,’ who i.s beginning to !«; rather a favourite of 
Friedrich’s: with Excellency Valori, and with the other 
Foreign Excellencies, tliere was dijdomnlic jia-..agi!ig' in these 
weeks ; and we gather from Valori, in the inven^e way (Valori 
fallen sulky), that it was not ill done on Friedrich’s part. 
He had some private consultation with the OUl Dissamr, 
too ; ‘ probably on military points,’ thinks Valori. At least 
there was noticed more of the drill . i— anf than before, it 
bis handling of the Army, when ho retimictl to .Silesia, cou' 
tinues the sulky one. ‘ Troops and generals tilt! not knov 
him again,’ — so excessively strict was he grown, on th< 
sudden. And truly ‘ he got into details which were iMincalh 
not only a Prince who has great views, hnt even a simi*! 
Captain of Infantry,’ — according to my (Valori’s) militar 
notions and experiences ! * 

The truth is, Friedridh begins to see, more clearly than h 

> Mtnnrtein, p, 130 (no iiM, 1743). 

• Valori, i 
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did with Glohr tlazzlirig hiiii, tnai ih-« jtii'ilntn nii 
kgly grave one, full of risk, in the Iht'n ohuhI not! riinilifufii 
of the world ; that he, in the wlude %vorIil, ivm tut fVirriii 
but his Anny ; and that in rt^gard to ii he eaiin«tt la* Iihi 
vigilant! The world is oininotis Ihi.^ of fhr 

Kings more tlian to another. Htninds m e»f |;enrral rolitirni 
Eartlui'iiake gruml)le mulibly to him from the d*rje^: fill 
Europe likely, in any event, to get fo !e-,:'d-. on, ihe^ 

Austrian ,rragmatie imdier; tlie Naiiona fd! to 

see what he wi,ll make of it :'--J\.tghnnan he to the 
Nations, just about hundiug up on mu'h an fiilM-ntutr, It 
may be a glorious position, or ii not: ghirhuiH ; Imf* fm 
certain, it is a dangcnins one, and awfully Mitifary ! 

Fuglemen the world ami its Natimis tthm 

simnltaneously bent anyw!iillM‘i\ wi-^i'Iy m* tiiHvi^-ivly ; mid d i# 
natural that the most atlventnrous spirit take llnd 
Friedrich has not songht; lltt* |.a»st; tnit hdhrwing Iii» irwn 
objects, has got it; and will be ignondidondy lo^d* and 
trampled to annihi!aii<nt undu’ the Iambi of tin* W'oiid, if he 

do not mind ! To keep well ahead ; to he riipid ii-» ; 

that were good :««to step^ , aside were i^till tadirr ! Anil 
rich we find is very airxious for that ; * w-oidd Im wiitriil with 
the Duchy of Glogait, and join Austria but iliere k not, I hr 
least chance that way* ,llk Speeial Envoy to Virnnm linttrr, 
and along with him Borek the regidar aii’' rmur 

home; a,U negotiation h<,)pele.ss at Vienna; nnd indldiig bill 
indignant war-preparniion going cm there, irifh the nio%i 
animated clihgenceii and more siieeess thiiii hod 
That is the law of Friedrirlfa Kilesinn Advent un^ ; • ¥mmiutL 
therefore, on these terms ; olliei^s there? are not ^ wail# tin 
words!’ ^ Friedrich rerognises to iiimwlf what the kit w, 
pushes stiffly forward, witli a fine iilenre on ail that k iml 
practical, really witli a fine sleiaiiiiew of li«ij,x?i and !it. 
against discouragmuenls. Of liii anxietie^., wliielt riiiilil not 
well be wanting but which it ii royiil to imp itrirtly 
lock and key, of these there l» no hint to donlmi ur'l© iny. 
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body; and only Uivui gb :uvitlciiiul dtiitks on dose Hmiliny, 
can we dwcovcr that llu'V exist tb .opS..;'! of ih- ;i.in!<!riicv, of 
misgiving or repenting about his Ijihs p;; i, there is none 
ajiywliero, l'’ritxlrich’s line gifts of .s-ilint,- (which go dwpor 
tlian the lips) arc nolicenhle here, ns always ; and highly they 
availed iViedrich in leatling his life, tlumgh now inconvenient 
to Biographers writing of the saine ! 

It was nf)t on nintters of drill, as Vaioi'i suppc that 
Friedrich had been eonsnlting with the Old Ocssuner: this 
time it was on another mailer. Frieilriih has two next 
Neighbours greatly intes-esled, nrme more so, in the J’rng- 
matie. Question ; knr-Saehsen, i’olish King, a fttolish grewly 
creature, who is exlrc'inely uncertain iihiml his course in it 
(and indeed always contiuuetl so, now against Friedricii, ntw 
for him, and again against); and Kiir liaianer, onr little 
George of F-ng!;;!;;!, whose course is ccrtuin as that of the 
very stars, and direct against Friedrich at Ibis lime, ns iiKkaal, 
at all times not exceptional, it is apt to !»c. Both these 
Potentates must bo attended to, in one's iihscmT ; jnethw! to 

he gentle but effectual ; the Old Dcssancr to tio it : ami this 

is wliat these consultings luul turmsi upon ; and iti a month 
or two, readers, and an astonished (Ja'/eltwr work!, will s« 
what comes of them. 

It was February 19th when Friwlrich left; Ikudin ; the ®Ist 
he spends at Glogau, insjaicting the Blockntle there, and not 
ill content with the mea-sures teken : ‘ Vnm that Wallis all 
you can,’ enjoins he : ‘ Hunger scteins to be slow about it ! 
Summon him again, were your new Artilk>i*y c«H»m up ; 
threaten with bomlmi'dmcnt ; but spare the Town, if possible. 
Artillery is coming : let us have done here, and soon ! ’ 
Next day he arrives, not at Breslau as wnno hod i vpcctcd, 
but at Schweidnita sidewards; a strong little Town, at least 
an elaborately fortified, of which we shall hear much in time 
coming. It lies a day’s ride wwt of llrwlau ; H«d will be 
quieter for business than a big gazing Capital would be,— ~ 
were Breslau even one’s own city ; whidh it is not, though 
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perhaps tending to be. Breslau is in transition circumstances 
at present ; a little uncertain whose it is, under its Miinchows 
and new managers : Breslau he did not visit at all on this 
occasion. To Schweidnitz certain new regiments had been 
ordered, there to be disposed of in reinforcing : there, ‘ in the 
Count Hoberg’s Mansion,’ he principally lodges for six weeks 
to come ; shooting-out on continual excursions ; but always 
returning to Schweidnitz, as the centre, again. 

Algarotti, home from Turin (not much of a success there, 
but always melodious for talk), had travelled with him; 
Algarotti, and not long after, Jordan and Maupertuis, bear 
him company, that the vacant moments too be beautiful. 
We can fancy he has a very busy, very anxious, but not an 
unpleasant time. He goes rapidly about, visiting his posts, 
— chiefly about the Neisse Valley; Neisse being the prime 
object, were the weather once come for siege-work. He is in 
many Towns (specified in RoderibecTc and the Books, but 
which may be anonymous here) ; doubtless on many Steeples 
and Hill-tops ; questioning intelligent natives, diligently using 
his own eyes : intent to make personal acquaintance with this 
new Country, — where, little as he yet dreams of it, the deadly 
struggles of his Life lie waiting him, and which he will know 
to great perfection before all is done ! 

Neisse lies deep enough in Prussian environment; like 
Brieg, like Glogau, strictly blockaded ; our posts thereabouts, 
among the Mountains, thought to be impregnable. Never- 
theless, what new thing is this? Here are swarms of loose 
Hussar-Pandour people, wild Austrian Irregulars, who come 
pouring out of Glatz Country ; disturbing the Prussian posts 
towards that quarter ; and do not let us want for Small War 
{Kleine Krieg) so-called. General Browne, it appears, is got 
back to Glatz at this early season, he and a General Lentulus 
busy there ; and these are the compliments they send ! A 
very troublesome set of fellows, infesting one’s purlieus in 
winged predatory fashion; swooping down like a cloud of 
vulturous harpies on the sudden ; fierce enough, if the chance 
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favour; then to wing again, if it do not. (‘onumiuicatian, 
especially recomioilring, ia not safe in their ncJirlihourhoud. 
Prusaian Infantry, even in small parties, jvni rally hejits than ; 
Prus.sian Horae not, hut is oflener beaten, not drilled for 
Ibis rubble and their ways. In pitebed fight, they are not 
(iungeroas, rather arc dt'i-picnbli- to the di-<-ip!iu.’d man; hnt 
can, on occasion, do a great, deal of misehief. 

Thus, it was not long after FritHlrich s coming into tliese 
parts, when he learnt with sorrow lljat a Iltaly of * f»{H) Uor.se 
and 600 Foot’ (or say it were only 800 of each kiml, wliirh 
is the fact^) had ehuled our jmsb in the Ithmntitins, ami 
actually got into Neisse. *Tl»e Foot will la* of little eonse- 
quenee,’ writes Friedrich; ‘but Iho I torsi*, which wit! disturb 
our communications, arc a considerable niiseluef.’ This was 
on the 5th of March. And about a week tefori!, cm the 37th 
of February, there hod wellnigh a far graver thing k-fallen, 
-iiamely the capture of Friedrich himmdf, and the sudden 
end of all these of)erations. 


Mirmh/i tf ! (t , 1 , 21th Fihrumj/ 1741 

In nio.st of the Anccdote-Rookn there useil to fignn?, and 
still does, insisting on aome Ijelicf from simple jwrsons, a 
wonderful Story in ve^ vague condition : How om-ts • in the 
Silesian Wars,’ the King, in thone IJpjjer News© regions, in 
the Wartha district between Glate and Neiiw, was, one dav, 
within an inch of being taken, clouds of lIuMars Middadv 
rising round him, as he rode r><imnoiliuij., with next to no 
escort, only an adjutant or so in atteadniire. How he shot 
away, keeping well in tlie shade; and ew long whKked into a 
Convent or Abbey, the beautiful Abbey of Kamwia in those 
parts; and found Tobias Stusche, escell.id Abbot of th« 
place, to whom he candidly disclosed hit situation. How tht 
excellent Tobias thereupon instantly ordwed tiie betk to bt 
rung for a mass extraordinary, Monks not kmnvfiijj why ? and, 

‘ Orlich, i. tu j aSuvrtt dt Fr^dirk^ I!, fil, 
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after bells, made his appearance in high costume, much to the 
wonder of his Monks, with a second Abbot, also in high 
costume, but of shortish stature, whom they never saw before 
or after. Which two Abbots, or at least Tobias, proceeded 
to do the so-called divine office there and then ; letting loose 
the big chant especially, and the growl of organs, in a 
singularly expressive manner. How the Pandours arrived in 
clouds meanwhile ; entered, in searching parties, more or less 
reverent of the mass ; searched high and low ; but found 
nothing, and were obliged to take Tobias’s blessing at last, 
and go their ways. How the Second Abbot thereupon swore 
eternal friendship with Tobias, in the private apartments ; 
and rode off as — as a rescued Majesty, determined to be more 
cautious in Pandour Countries for the future ! ^ — ^Which story, 
as to the body of it, is all myth ; though, as is oftenest the 
case, there lies in it some soul of fact too. The History- 
Books, which had not much heeded the little fact, would have 
nothing to do with this account of it. Nevertheless the 
people stuck to their Myth ; so that Dryasdust (in punish- 
ment for his sinful blindness to the human and divine 
significance of facts) was driven to investigate the business ; 
and did at last victoriously bring it home to the small 
occurrence now called Skirmish of Bmimgarten^ which had 
nearly become so great in the History of the World, — to the 
following effect. 

There are Two Valleys with roads that lead from that 
Southwest quarter of Silesia towards Glatz, each with a little 
Town at the end of it, looking up into it : Wartha the name 
of the one ; Silberberg that of the other. Through the 
Wartha Valley, which is southernmost, young Neisse River 
comes rushing down, — the blue mountains thereabouts very 
pretty, on a clear spring day, says rny touring friend. Both 

^ inidebrandt, AnekdoreUyK. I-7. Pandour proper is a /<7£>^-soldier (tall raw- 
boned ill- washed biped, in copious Turk breeche^, rather barish in the lop parts 
of him ; carries a very long rnusket, and has several pistols and butcher’s-knives 
stuck in his girdle) ; specifically a footman ; but readers will permit me to use 
him withal, as hercj, in the generic sense. 
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at Wartli!H and at SilherlK^rg the iiltfe Tciwn which looks into 
the nunith of tlie norllunninioHt the Pnmsiiois have a 

post Old BerKchan, ^lolplnqttt^! !)ia‘sidtiiii» with Itcfnhiiiiulin^^ 
at Frankenstein, some seven or eight inilt^s nriirer Srhwekliiitz, 
has !K)t failed in that preeanlhai* Friedrirh wished to 
Silberberg and Warlha; set out nrrin-diii?dv, lo*hniarv, 

with small escort ean^Iessly m usual : tlar ratidour people had 
wind of it; knew Ids hn!>iis on siitii oernMoriH; antl,^ gliding 
through other roadless valleys, tinder an fidumtnroiis I apliiin, 
had determined to whirl him off. Ami tliey were in fact not 
far from succeeding, had not a inisliike liiippenril 

Silht'rlnng, and Wnrtha the soiiiheriiiiio-Ht| wliirli stands 
upon the iSkasse Hiver (rushing out there into the jitainer 
count-rj), are eaeli alnnit seven or eight miles from Friittkeii- 
stein, the Ileadquarlers ; and tlieit! are relays of jarnts, 
capable of sn))j>orllng one atiollier, idl the way from 
Frankenstein to each* Friedrich rmie to Siih-rh-Tg 
examined the post, found it right ; Iheti rmle iirross to 
Wartha, seven or eiglit miles sonihwiini ; emiiniiiHl Wnrtha 
likewise; after wldcli, he sat down to dinner in Ihiit little 
I'own, with an Officer or two for coihi.vin\» h:iAn.ix^ I 
suppose, found all right in licdii the }io«b. In ilia way 
hither, he had made some change in the ndtiy arr;?.u;;t'm«'H!'-s 
whiclt at firat involvcnl some diminislioii of Ids own eicorii iind 
then .some marching about and rinlMriltufiu:; : »o Unit, 
externally, it seemed as if tli© lVnicIp:-t! Ih-!n\ ji.u-ly weri'* now 
mure, lung on Baumgarten, an interttietlialo ¥iliiigi?,~i4t Itmsl 
so the Fandour Ca|>taiiii undewtandi tlit iiiovcitiefitj going 
on; and crouches into the clue tliirketii in not 

doubting hut the King himself is for Thahnp:.u!r?u and will 
be at hand pn.'sently. Principal irelay-|mrty, a st|imilron of 
Schul(ml)urgts Dragoons, with a stiipicl Mfijiir ow tlitrii, it 
not quite got into Bnumgnrlen, when * with licirrilil© eri««, the 
Pandour Captain with about 600 Ho»t/ nut of 

cover, direct upon the tliroat of it : and Fricfiirirfi, at Wiirtliii, 
is but just l>egun dining when tuniult of diitettt mwkctfxy 
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breaks in upon him. With Friedrich himself, at this time, 
as I count, there might be 150 Horse; in Wartha post itself 
are at least ^ forty hussars and fifty foot.’ By no means 
^ nothing but a single adjutant,’ as the Myth bears. 

The stupid Major ought to have beaten this rabble, though 
above two to one of him. But he could not, though he tried 
considei'ably ; on the contrary, he was himself beaten ; obliged 
to make off, leaving Hen dragoons killed, sixteen prisoners, 
one standard and two kettle-drums ’ : — victory and all this 
plunder, ye Pandour gentry; but evidently no King. The 
Pandour gentry, on the instant, made off too, alarm being 
abroad ; got into some side-valley, with their prisoners and 
drum -and -standard honours, and vanished from view of 
mankind. 

Friedrich had stai'ted from dinner; got his escort under 
way, with the forty hussars and the fifty foot, and what small 
force was attainable ; and hurried towards the scene. He 
did see, by the road, another strongish party of Pandours ; 
dashed them across the Neisse River out of sight; — ^but, 
getting to Baumgarten, found the field silent, and ten dead 
men upon it. ^ I always told you those Schulenburg Dragoons 
were good for nothing ! ’ writes he to the Old Dessauer ; but 
gradually withal, on comparing notes, finds what a danger he 
had run, and how rash and foolish he had been. ^An 
itourderie (foolish trick),’ he calls it, writing to Jordan ; ‘ a 
black eye;’ and will avoid the like. Vienna got its two 
kettle-drums and flag ; extremely glad to see them ; and even 
sang Te-Deum upon them, to general edification.^ This is 
the naked primordial substance out of which the above Myth 
grew to its present luxuriance in the popular imagination. 
Place, the little Village of Baumgarten ; day 27th February 
1741. Of Tobias Stusche or the Convent of Kamenz, not 
one authentic word on this occasion. Tobias did get pro- 
motions, favours in coming years : a worthy Abbot, deserv- 
ing promotion on general grounds; and master of a Convent 

^ Orljch, i. 62-64. 
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vory pirturenquiv bat 5.iiu*> iVona \lm present scene 

oi iu'iion... 

of' 

l<Vi{‘(lrich avinitnl vi-irm*;’ preb.ahly for tin* reason.s 

ahovir »;’iveia ; lht)ii<»h tla‘rf arc iinjaoriaaal. interests of his 
there, espeeially his ehit‘f .\Ia*^:i>'.nie ; ami issiu*s of moment 
ari‘ sihait ly workine* ferwiinh Ht*re nns eontemporurv h'\cer{)l's 
(in abriilyevl ioViW)^ wiiirh are nulhenlie, a.ml of significance to 
a Hm^Iv r(‘atler : 

* Jitipturtf J7fl. 'fhe IVtissi.Hu Kavoy, llcrr v<m 

(iellta', hint u]n>e:u*t‘tl relurntn-.r; i'rutn V jenaa ; mid tlnai 

Bi>tvu» who luailo n«» seertn in riiA*’.I;in :erirty, 'that n<«t the shr.htcNt. 
hope «>r a j}i’,M*rahhM’r.-»nIl as MM'iel v tine, tit tiavs* iialts'i'ctl itst'U'; 

hut that war and haMle vvmtltl liavc to tiii< tijatOa*, A Saxon 

Atnhir.^.adar was also here, waitiiec soino thue; mo /.act' to be 

: pudiahlv some vaytic admenitory htott ay.ahi fVron Kur^ 
Sufleen (INdeli Kim*, M»n tif Aui'ost tlio Strnnr . a very iu ay.uitu'ant 
man), who art * a ; /Vfo'/ji.v ravirn/,*.’ iii tlio a* Northern parti/ For tho 
rcatlei’ is to Km>w, there art' KeleJi ; \ irar . more than one (nay. morn 
Uian two on thi - oeea-aon, uith eondilerahh' jurrtny poin;*' on about 
Ihem) ; and J taoild ;.ay ninrh ;d»oui tht/r dte/tie:, limits, dnlies/ if 
indeed tlno'e uere any tlnhes, exeept. dramatie one ; ! lint the Heieh 
itself, and \ tear iup ;di»nir with it, are fallen into a nearly irmiednary 
eonditioti ; ami th»' Ue:'»*n -hnry, Ihet (md rrin»'e > uoa , hut mere Ih h'pates 
of rrim'ei, mo ily Ilomha/me iVtipIt'h wliieh, ‘ever ^iuei' It^h*;/ ha; sat 
(•(yntinnah insl»‘ad of now and then, is heeome an I/iehanUsl VViepery, 
stranpe to look upon, nndt*r tlnva' eanm t star *, SVsKim*: Frieiirieh 
did not e;dl at Mre.ilati/ utter tim e Net -e homharflnumt u hot rolled 
past, Ktral'dit homeward:, the three nveeUemne:; all depaiieif Bondi 
and (iothu* to Bmdin, tln» Saxon home a^^ain wit,h hi» in iunitieaut 
mes: are. 

* SidjWiudn too wa i Iieve in the emir e of tin* winter 
to MH' Imw the maea /nnv. aiid other war preparatiioi were joijnp f»u ; 
Breslan out.wurdly and inwardly is whirling with hu ,imev. and odVrs 
piieimmeiia. For instanee, it N Known that the Army ('he t, heap; of 
silver ami pohl in it, lie.s in the Seultet (hardtni Ht>n e, where the Kinj.^ 
loUg«a ; mid Llmt only oiio wintry wiilkis iJii-ri-, :n»l U«it in tU« gu.traiiuu8e 

* Adtlunnj, ii. 14 J, cicj Kdhicr, pt>. SHS S*^ 
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itself, which, is some way off, there are only thirty men. January 19th, 
about 9 of the clock/ alarm rises. That 2,000 Diehs-Gesindei (Collective 
Thief-rabble of Breslau and dependencies) are close by ; intending a 
stroke upon said Garden-House and Army-Chest ! Perhaps this rumour 
sprang of its own accord ; — or perhaps not quite ? It had been very rife ; 
and ran high ; not without remonstrances in Town-Hall, and the like, 
which we can imagine. Issue was. The Officer on post at Scultet's loaded 
his treasure in carts ; conveyed it, that same night, to the interior of the 
City, in fact to the Oheramts-Haus (Government-House that was) ; — 
which doubtless was a step in the right direction. For now the Two 
Feld-Kriegs-Commissariat Gentlemen (one of whom is the expert 
Miinchow, son of our old Custrin friend), supreme Prussian Authorities 
here, do likewise shift out of their inns ; and take old Schaffgotsch's 
apartments in the same Oberamts-Haus ; mutely symboUing that perhaps 
they are likely to become a kind of Government. And the reader can 
conceive how, in such an element, the function of governing would of 
itself fall more and more into their hands. They were consummately 
polite, discreet, friendly towards all people; and did in effect manage 
their business, tax-gatherings in money and in kind with a perfection 
and precision which made the evil a minimum, 

‘February VI th, * * This day also, there arrived at Breslau by boat 
up the Oder, ten heavy cannon, three mortars, and ammunition of 
powder, bombshells, balls, as much as loaded fifty wagons ; the whole of 
which were, in like manner, forwarded to Ohlau. This day, as on other 
days before and after. Great Magazines forming here ; the Militaiy 
chiefly at Ohlau ; at Breslau the Provender part, — and this latter under 
noteworthy circumstances. In the Dom-Island, namely ; which is defin- 
able (in a case of such necessity) as being “ outside the walls.” Especially 
as the Reverend Fathers have mostly glided into corners, and left the 
place vacant. In the Dom-Island, it certainly is ; and such a stock, — all 
bought for money down, and spurred forward while the roads were under 
frost , — “ such a stock as was not thought to be in all Silesia,” says exagger- 
ative wonder. The vacant edifices in the Dom-Island are filled to the 
neck with meal and corn; the Prussian brigade now quartering there 
(^^ without the walls,” in a sense) to guard the same. And in the Bishop’s 
Garden’ (poor Sinzendorf, far enough away and in no want of it just now) 
^ are mere haymows, bigger than houses: who can object, — in a case of 
necessity? No man, unless he politically meddle, is meddled with; 
politically meddling, you are at once picked up ; as one or two are, — 
clapped into gentle arrest, or, like old Schaffgotsch, and even Sinzendorf 
before long, requested to leave the Country till it get settled. Rigour 


^ ffeldm-Geschichtty i. 700^ 
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themk, but not iiitfiitbnal iitjtJiNtivi* osi 54111! Him ii i 

»tsuliou 8 imsiikiirtMsf luir-h iHantiiu'. 

^ Frhnmnj ■ Fnrrh, VumhUmihU^ r<*rriit|ini: iti ; «if liniiilrfid 

recniitrt htm\ fiiliHipil in BroMhui AU^* hl^ l*rmmm .^fitjMy 

hm mmt a Hsi|>|sly of PndMMa itnbt'nirii Ihr tlio 

to luinirttct whoro nootlod j"*-' vvhu'h i'fi isloiii^ly n Kod-* 

«oncl in variotiH partH of JSiloHisu *1 v-.dvo raim' all Ibn'lttn-r ♦ j noun 

afiorwartb^ oihorH (mm diilVronl till, in tfio mil, urTii nl«nil 

Sixty in alt |»u!irtiiinti?i avinstutro i»f ifffinu‘0 ti» tlnM Vtiliniti! 

minoritiiw, or of whalovor ilung Sib^Hian i#iiw not |•»tn1llil| i »4 
enjoisiiui upon iliion ; ^Ho proaoh in borir^ or l»srt nduilt*, »liiu'ii by law 
yon liHVft no CInnvh/* 'i‘hoir ?^olnry U nlsont u )'«■' , tlo’V Hnifill 

put tnnl(!»r Hsi|i<o*viHion of tbo i luipisofs of .\liirgroi Kas’l « Uri;ttnriit (a 
judiriouH I no lionljt, nmi bt to bo n ; loul wi fur 

118 iippoar«, morn brnofit \n g(*t of thorn liy m woli m by 

Friotlrioh^ In thia fnnrtion* Friodrirh y rnrofjs! t<* II10 hiiliiiift'* 

kval heiwoon Faibofia iiml IVotr' 4 iinl ; Imt It lia.^ tnifiic nl mwh wi iingk, 
for a long whilo imni ! In gonoml, wo ohnorva tlio C iilh*»rjr 
and tha zoaloiw or fiiiiiitio of that frin*il, «. y* tlio mn apt to 

heagalwt lilim : aa for ih© nort^faiiatk, thoy oMporl hotlor : 
aocular advantago ? tlionii latior wtdgh dow!»ifullyi and with lr«ii wolglifc 
whiidievar way. In Iha gtnioritl popttlnthon who aro Frolo^itiutl, lit 
recogifmea frienda t- and Inia mnt thorn Sixty w^hhdi by 

law w'aa lludr duo long ainfo# Horn f«d 1 ow two lifllo roftilr or 

tnigi«coinH% with wlisids wo <uin r*un‘ludo : 

MktmdiiHl JoHuii pnrtio.s lun-o inul tlioro* mmn to Iwvo wlnsdurf in 

hand in aHiuall miy^ onronraging donorhwi mut llio lik« : and wo krop 

an oya on thanu No dmroniojit okowhoro* at loa«t iiitno mnlildo ; on lit© 
ctmtimry^ much onlbtlng on Iha pari of tho Mliwlmi youth, with other 
good iymptonii. But In tlio Dotn, ilioro l«, singular tii my, ii toihllii 
found walking, one nhdd ; - ;.d-.\nir! f;ot with aim froitt tt|ii>ri 

the PruMum lentry I'’-.** fh-tj nfiitry hanillr^ mtm; fiolei 

determinedly into the Uohlin, and finding him wdid, wure detor- 
tninedly, till the Oohlln shrieked Maria !** nrid hiwioti to lliii 

Oiiardhouae for investigation/ A weak C»iililiii ; iloiihlli^^ of llie mlol 
kind ; worth only a little whipping ; hulte«tlfii« wtiiit tli# 'Pidrll it, 

^Anotlior time, two deserter Frenchmen gulling hniifttir (iiirlt tli« 
law in aggravated caKOs), * certain pollit won IumI liy |ioriiiI«if«i 

bean praying and axiromo^unetimnng alicnit llitm, rwfiii to think itii 
(bslonel iUliu- all wa« over. Colonel, a fmvii |iractJeal fiiiw, mmh no 
^Hhanks ** ; would, boue.ver, iwlvlao your lli¥©fiii«»to your f»e«|tl» 

that perjury in not piirmiaalMe, that an oatll iworri oiiglil to hi ; 

and In flne^'wonM aclvluo you Holy Fatlwrr* liemliiiiito, mi otl»rf, to 
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have a care lest you get into ’ — And twitching his reins, rode away with- 
out saying into what.”^ 


Austria is simidhig to Arms 

Schwerin has been doing his best in this interim ; collect- 
ing magazines with double diligence while the roads are hard, 
taking-up the Key-positions far and wide, from the Jablunka 
round to the Frontier Valleys of Glatz again. He was 
through Jablunka, at one time; on into Mahren, as far as 
Olmiitz" ; levying contributions, emitting patents : but as to 
intimidating her Hungarian Majesty, if that was the intention, 
or changing her mind at all, that is not the issue got. 
Austria has still strength, and Pragmatic Sanction and the 
Laws of Nature have ! Very fixed is her Hungarian Majesty^’s 
determination, to part with no inch of Territory, but to drive 
the intrusive Prussians home well punished. 

How she has got the funds is, to this day, a mystery ; — 
unless George and Walpole, from their Secret-Service Moneys, 
have smuggled her somewhat For the Parliament is not 
sitting, and there will be such jargonings, such delays : a 
preliminary 100,000Z., say by degrees S00,000Z., — we should 
not miss it, and in her Majesty’s hands it would go far ! 
Hints in the English Dryasdust we have ; but nothing 
definite ; and we are left to our guesses.^ A romantic story, 
first set current by Voltaire, has gone the round of the world, 
and still appears in all Histories : How in England there was 
a Subscription set on foot for her Hungarian Majesty ; outcome 
of the enthusiasm of English Ladies of quality, — old Sarah 
Duchess of Marlborough putting down her name for 40,000Z., 
or indeed putting down the ready sum itself ; magnanimous 
veteran that she was. Voltaire says, omitting date and 
circumstance, but speaking as if it were indubitable, and a 

^ Helden-Geschichtey i. 723. 

® Tindal (xx. 497) says expressly 200,000/., but gives no date or other 
particular. 
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thing yon could see with eyes ; ^The liudiess of I\!aril)orough, 
widow of him who !md fought for Karl vi.’’ (and with such 
signal returns of graiiliuu* from the said Karl vl)^ nssoinhled 
the principal Lmlies of l^ondon ; who engagfil to furiiisli 
lOOyOOOL among them; the Duchess herself putliiig <!owid 
(en depom, tabling in corpare) ‘ 40,0004 of it* I'he Qmmi 
of Hungary had the gnvitiK^ss of soul to refuse thiH money;— 
needing only, as she intimated, what the Nation in Farlianieiit 
assembled might please to offer herd ^ 

One is sorry to run athwart such a piece of inuliiiil 
magnanimity; but the fact is, on considering a little and 
asking evidence, it turns out to be mythical One Dilwairth, 
an innocent English soul (from whom our grmidfn fliers itHcd 
to learn Arithmctw^ I think), writing on the some 

years after Voltaire, has this useful passage ; * It is the great 
failing of a stroiig imagination to catch greedily at wondew* 
Voltaire was misinformed ; and would perhaps learn, by a 
second inejuiry, a truth less splendid and amusing* A Con- 
tribution was, by News-writera upon their own luilhority, 
fruitlessly propost'd. It ended in nothing: the i^arliiiment 
voted a supply;— that did it, Mr* Dilwwlh ; supplien 
enough, and many of them ! ^ FruillesHlj, by News-writers 

on their own authority that is the and faetd 

It is certain, little George, who coimiclei^ rrag-mafic Sanc- 
tion as the Keystone of Nature, in a manner, haa been ven- 
turing far deeper than purse for that miorable object, md 
indeed has been diving, secretly, in muddier watera than we 
expected, to a dangerous extent, on behalf of it, at this very 

^ Voltaire, CEmres {StMe <k /.mis XVf €♦ 6), lexviii 79, 

* Tke Life and liermck Acimts 0/ Endirkk ///, (jiV, a common bliiiitlerl tif 
W. H. Dilworth, M.A. (London, 1758), p. 25. A poor Mule Bmk, me of 
m,^y coming out on that subject just then (for a r««o« we ihali »#• on felting 
thither) j which contains, of available now, the abovt ientenc# m«fl aci 
Indeed its brethren, one of them by Samuel Johnson (imfrmmSf lli« impur^uned 
giant), do not even contain that, and have gone wholly to *ero*— Neitht.-r link. 
Dilworth nor big Voltaire give the least shadow of specific dulej but bolh 
evidently mean Spring 174a (not i74iX. 
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time. In the first days of March, Friedrich has heard from 
his Minister at Petersburg of a detestable Troject} — project 
for ^ Partitioning the Prussian Kingdom,’ no less ; for fairly 
cutting into Friedrich, and paring him down to the safe 
pitch, as an enemy to Pragmatic and mankind. They say, 
a Treaty, Draught of a Treaty, for that express object, is 
now ready ; and lies at Petersburg, only waiting signature. 
Here is a Project ! Contracting parties (Russian signature 
still wanting) are : Kur-Sachsen ; her Hungarian Majesty ; 
King George ; and that Regent Anne {Mrs, Anton Ulrich, 
so to speak), who sits in a huddle of undress, — impatient of 
Political objects, but sensible to the charms of handsome 
men. To the charms of Count Lynar, especially ; the hand- 
somest of Danish noblemen (more an ancient Roman than 
a Dane), whom the Polish Majesty, calculating cause and 
effect, had despatched to her, with that view, in the dead of 
winter lately. To whom she has given ear ; — dismissing her 
Miinnich, as we saw above ; — and is ready for signing, or 
perhaps has signed ! ^ Friedrich’s astonishment, on hearing 
of this detestable Project,’ was great. However, he takes 
his measures on it ; — right lucky that he has the Old Des- 
sauer, and machinery for acting on Kur-Sachsen and the 
Britannic Majesty. ‘ Get your machinery in gear 1 ’ is natur- 
ally his first order. And the Old Dessauer does it, with 
effect : of which by and by. 

Never did I hear, before or since, of such a plunge into 
the muddy unfathomable, on the part of little George, who 
was an honourable creature, and dubitative to excess : and 
truly this rash plunge might have cost him dear, had not he 
directly scrambled out again. Or did Friedrich exaggerate 
to himself his Uncle’s real share in the matter I always 
guess, there had been more of loose talk, of hypothesis and 
fond hope, in regard to George’s share, than of determinate 
fact or procedure on his own part. The transaction, having 

^ Orlich, i. 83 (scrap of Note to Old Dessauer; no date allowed us; ^ early 
in March ’)- * CEuvrss dt FrSdiric^ ii. 68. 
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had to be dropped on the reiiifiiriH isonitnviifii dark ; 

but, in 8 ubstanee, it ia not <loublfni and riirliiiiitiait it;He!f 
took afterwards to {K)king into it, tlionidt liille effwt, 

Kiir-Sachseifs objects in the rithauitiin* wt»rr‘ of the eiirth, 
earthy; but on George''H part it wits pure iiihimticin of IVag- 
matic Sanction, anxiety for the Krytin'i^ «)f Niilure, mid lt‘sl 
Chaos come again. In nui:p;-rho;. wiifi such Irmiscendeal 
divhigs, what is a liille Hi’crel^Si’rvice money !~ 

The Count lijnar of this ailvi^utor.*, who line! well nigh 
done such a feat in Diplomacy, miiy tumuij'i trii!i«ieiiliy 
again, A cons|)icuous, more or le^s ridicuioiw of tliose 

times. Busching (inir (oHigniphaM! iViriitll Iiiid gone with 
him, as Excel k‘m-y*^s Chaplain, in this llussiaii Journey; ivliicli 
is a memoralile one to Biisching ; iind »tili prmmis vividly, 
through his Book, those haggard liiillk (kaiNis in mi^l wlnler, 
to readers who have iHisiuesH tlirit!, Siirii a jmiriiey for 
grimness of outlook, upon piae-furi". iititl siitid ; for 

cold (the CounCs very tolmmcpifie frre/.ing iit Ids mouth), 
for hardslup, for had lodging, and exlriiiiily of dirt iti the 
unfreezable kinds, as sekhnu wan, limy met, one day on the 
road, a Ixird llyndford, KngliHh Aiiiliiiswwtor jinil h-luniiug 
from Eelershurg, wiili his fourgims iimi vrldclew, ami arrange- 
ments for sleep and victual, in an nndulily liwiirioiw con- 
dition,— whom we sliall meed, to our rint lliey in tlic 
body, old Fieldmarshal i^icy, am! diiical with liitii, at Iligii; 
w^ho advised brandy schnapps ; 11 ityttrlwi liy IliiMcldng. 

And other memorabilia, which by arridctil bang about thii 
LynarJ— All through llegent Aiiiiifi time lie ffinl iniied a 
dangerous object to Friedricli; and it wm ii relief whin 
Elimbeth Caiin became Autocrat, iri«tcii«l of ilcdiiiliille Anni 
and her Lynar* Adieu to hiiUt for fifti*t‘+ii ywm tir iiitirts 

Of Frieclriclfs militory oporatiojL-H of liii |M^sti, 

diligent plannings and gidlopinp abciiit, i« tlio«e weeks ; of 
all this the reader can form soiji© imiUoii by iwkiiig on the 

* Tmdul, XX. 497. i tl, 
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map and remembering what has gone before : but that sub- 
terranean growling which attended him, prophetic of Earth- 
quake, that universal breaking-forth of Bedlams, now fallen 
so extinct, no reader can imagine. Bedlams totally extinct 
to everybody ; but which were then very real, and raged wide 
as the world, high as the stars, to a hideous degree among the 
then sons of men ; — unimaginable now by any mortal. 

And, alas, this is one of the grand difficulties for my 
readers and me ; Friedidch’s Life-element having fallen into 
such a dismal condition. Most dismal, dark, ugly, that 
Austrian-Succession Business, and its world-wide battlings, 
throttlings and intriguings : not Dismal Swamp, under a 
coverlid of London Fog, could be uglier! A Section of 
^ History ’ so-called, which human nature shrinks from ; of 
which the extant generation already knows nothing, and is 
impatient of hearing anything 1 Truly, Oblivion is very due 
to such an Epoch : and from me far be it to awaken, beyond 
need, its sordid Bedlams, happily extinct. But without Life- 
element, no Life can be intelligible ; and till Friedrich and 
one or two others are extricated from it. Dismal Swamp 
cannot be quite filled in. Courage, reader ! — Our Constitu- 
tional Historian makes this further reflection : 

^English moneys, desperate Russian intrigues. Treaties made and 
Treaties broken — If instead of Pragmatic Sanction with eleven Poten- 
tates guaranteeing, Maria Theresa had at this time had 200,000 soldiers 
and a full treasury (as Prince Eugene used to advise the late Kaiser), 
how diiferent might it have been with her, and with the whole world 
that fell upon one another's throats in her quarrel ! Some eight years 
of the most disastrous War ; and except the falling of Silesia to its new 
place, no result gained by it. War at any rate inevitable, you object? 
English-Spanish War having been obliged to kindle itself ; French sure 
to fall in, on the Spanish side ; sure to fall upon Hanover, so soon as 
beaten at sea, and thus to involve all Europe ? W ell, it is too likely. 
But, even in that case, the poor English would have gone upon their 
necessary Spanish War, by the direct road and with their eyes open, 
instead of somnambulating and stumbling over the chimney-tops ; and 
the settlement might have come far sooner, and far cheaper to mankind. 
— ^Nay, we are to admit that the new place for Silesia was, likewise, the 
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it liy jliit Ilmvait; witi l*ri0firlrli« too W'W % luwiitiRry 

War. n«>ave« make* um of Kliatftiw hunting Kaiaew tnu j anti jtii way# 
to tl»i» mdl world aro thriiugh Uittgr««t 

The Voung Demauer a/jiturcs Gltgm4 (Mfttrlh 9th) ,* ihe OU 
Vmauer., % hh Camp ai Gutlm (A|jrit &5), rheckmaies 
cei'tain Dt xignhig Ptrstme 

Money mnnewht*rc her HmigarJan M«j«tty hw got; that 
is one thing evident She hi»» an actual Army oj» foot, 
‘ drawn out of Itoly,' or whence ahe cottltl ; formidable Army, 
says niniour, and gelling well •■ijuijuu d ;-~»aijd here are the 
Fiindour Frecursors of it, ctMning down like stonn-cloiids 
through the (iliitsi valleys ; nt :ir!y finishing the War for 
her at a stroke, the other day, hml nccitlent favoured ; — and 
have thrown reinforcement of 600 into Neisse. Friedrich is 
not iniwnsible to these things; at«l amici such alarms fron» 
far and from near, is l>t‘co»iing eager to have, at least, Glogau 
in his hand. Ologau, he is of opinion, could now, and 
should, straightway be done. 

Glogau is not a strong place ; after all the n iiairing, it 
could stand little siege, were we careless of hurting it Hut 
Wallis is obstinate ; refuses Fnse Withdrawal ; will hold out 
to the uttermost, though his meal is running low. He pre> 
tends there is relief coming ; relief Just at hand ; ««! once, in 
midnight time, * lets-off a rocket and fires six guns,' nlnmung 
Prince Leopold a* if relief were just in the neighbourhood. 
A tough industrious military man ; stifiP to W* puriawe, and 
not without shift. 

Friedrich tldnks the plane might be had by assault ; ‘ Open 
trenches ; set your batteries j^ing, which need not injure the 
Tovm ; need only alarm Wallis, and ierr^ it ; then, under 
covw of this noise and feint of mnnonMIng, stora with 
vigour.' Leopold, the Young r)i.s>ti«an', is cautious; wants 
petards if he must storm, wants two new battalions if he 
must open trenches -he gets tham iv^piidl.-s, and is stiil 
ounctatory. Friedrich has himself got the Baxtimi, * froja cImit 
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intelligencej'’ true or not, that relief to Glogau is actually on 
way ; and under such imminences, Russian and other, in so 
ticklish a state of the world, he becomes more and more im- 
patient that this thing were done. In the first week of 
March, still hurrying about on inspection-business, he writes, 
from four or five difierent places (^Mollwitz near Brieg’ is 
one of them, a Village we shall soon know better). Note after 
Note to Leopold ; who still makes difficulties, and is not yet 
perfect to the last finish in his preparations. * Preparations ! ’ 
answers Friedrich impatiently (date MoUwitz^ 5 th Marchy the 
third or fourth impatient Note he has sent) ; and adds, just 
while quitting Mollwitz for Ohlau, this Postscript in his 
own hand : 

P.S. am sorry you have not undei’stood me! They have, in 
Bohmen, a regular enterprise on hand for the rescue of Glogau. I have 
Infantry enough to meet them ; but Cavalry is quite wanting. You 
must therefore, without delay, begin the siege. Let us finish there, I 
pray you ! ' ^ 

And next day, Monday 6th, to cut the matter short, he* 
despatches his General- Adjutant Goltz in person (the distance 
is above seventy miles), with this Note wholly in autograph, 
which nothing vocal on Leopold’s part will answer : 

^ OMaUy 6th March. As I am certainly informed that the Enemy will 
make some attempt, I hereby with all distinctness command. That, so 
soon as the petards are come ' (which they are), ^ you attack Glogau, 
And you must make your Arrangement (Disposition) for more than one 
attack ; so that if one fail, the other shall certainly succeed. I hope 
you will put-off no longer ; — otherwise the blame of all the mischief that 
might arise out of longer delay must lie on you alone.' ^ 

Goltz arrived with this emphatic Piece, Tuesday Evening, 
after his course of seventy miles : this did at last rouse our 
cautious Young Dessauer ; and so there is next obtainable, on 
much compression, the following authentic Excerpt : 

* Glogau, Sth March 1741. His Durchlaucht the Prince Leopold 


^ Orlich, i. ya 
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iiuirititntinl till ih*vj^ntU nt iinmi ; ami mft*rnm4 llwfit lluii,* lliin 

uiKlit, inuxl !■«' «"<t. Mi' ?.'*»»■« Uii*)» » t'l-if Initrurtliim in writing’: 

wln'ri' fm-li Mat tn jHint liini >•!*'; with w}u»t •U-t.si li!iirn!;t ; hnw to [ittt- 

mnl. 'I'hciv nil' lo I'C 'I'tHcii AHu Kn; isiiKt up ari'nin, .'iimiiig nn with 

tlni IliviT tn it'i ri,;hl : «in' ilnwii «lrpniii, In il» hit ; Mini » Uiirtl 

iVnm till' inMiUvnn! i-iiln. .■■■. nlnr tu tin' ntlmr twn. Tin* very 

tii|itiiti*n llirii ‘■linl! (ill I'lifiiiinil srri njirrlfi*’*! > “t lionr riu-h i* (o 

Icavi' niiniii‘1-., wi lllnl nil hii ri'nily smiulirti naiinic in llii' jm,H 

nWNigiu'iI ; npniii'.l wlmt jmilitsi In mlvniit'*’ tint «t fln nc. nnil 
llampnrt nini U'nll. I'Iiwih. tiiiifu, |i»rtiriilJira, niri) Shiiijr in Tni'i! with 
nmthi'umticHl i-MiHitmlt’ ! “ Itn i»t»'»i)y, h« rnrwt, »*»}«'i iiiny !(t> Mh-nt; 
imtl w» far an Ijiw nl" Xntiutt w ill iwrmit, t«*» ! \% hru llm 

big Htci'pUs of (iliigau Mv' ’ ’ '• with lh« llntt iitrnkn; 

with till' tifi'oml, nmrh intnn with tlm twrlfth tw nnn mul nil of 

you, In Ihn ulniniil Nili'iH't’, nihanrliij? ! Arnl, Mmlrr iiaiii of ilwtUt, two 
thiiiRn: Not mm nliot till you »r«i In ; X" ; whi'ii you 

In thin miiMiinr in tho nilmit lIirw-nhliHl t" 'w Inl xii, Whnro- 

iipon,' nayn >ny •*)■).> 'In t. ‘ Ihfl tJinwralii rrlirwl ; aimI hwl, for im« item, 
tlii'ir firo-arnis »!i t ic on- i ««nl new-lnwiwJ.' * 


Without phins of tiktgJiu, mitl n»*»rB ilrtail luiti sfiniy tlwn 
tho iTfidcr woitki ooHMnit to, tki'n* rmi» no Ndmitivo Im given. 
Glogatt liat Ikuiqi.irf tkii' Iting fono*?, jiiiHnndnl ntiii 
by WuIHh; itiniik* of thin is nn oki 'town W«ll, wJtidt wiil 
need jK'Uirds : tlu-fc! nre «l*out 1 ,0(K> men under Wnliin, mul 
altogi'lhi’f on flu* wmliM, not to rouitt a iimrlur or two, lU'tv- 
eigkt big gntm. 'I’ko l•«•fMk•r nnist eimeeivii a {kkii* 'lowii 
under blockotb, in tkn wintry id.; * ' lb.-, with its tough 
Count Wallis ; ill-off for t!ie niH-wwiriei of life ; Town 
shromifd in tl.-irltni': and cr. i icct «|nk*Hy to Its !as!. This 
on the one hiuid : and on the other Fpowiiiin IwitnlioHs 

marching up, at 10 o’ck«;k or later, with Ute utniwftt »iiriiuw 
of step; ‘biking post tehind the onlknrv fjohl-watfltfs'j 
and at length, all standing ranked, in the invisihkt tlark; 
silent, like machinery, like a t.k'( |d!!;_; avalanche : linsht !~™ 
No sentry from the walls dreanu of Mifh ti thing. ‘ IVelve ! ’ 
sings out the steeple of Glogau j and in grim whbper tlie 
word is, ^Vorw&rtMf* and the Ihivt'-wneiMl avalanche is in 
wiotiori. 


* i Saj | li lij». 
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They reach their glacisen, tlieir <lii.chi\s^ cH^vereci wayw, 
correct as matheinalics ; tear-out clua*aux-cle-fVisi% liewah>wn 
palisades^ in the given nmnlH*r of niinutes : Swift, ye Ilegh 
ment’s-carpenterH ; smite your best! lAnir caunon-sliot do 
now booni-out itpon them ; which go high over llair litwlsj 
little (Ircjuning how close at Inuul they are, Ilut gliieb is 
thirty feet high, of stiff slope, and slipjHuy wit h frost : no 
matter, the avalanche, h‘d on by Leopohl in pi*rson, by 
Margraf Karl the King*’s t'cmsin, l>y Adjutant Golt./. and the 
chief )Ma*s()negvs, rushes up with strange iinjH^iuH; liewsaiown 
a second palisade; surges in; — "-'Wallis's senlrii‘s cjctiiict, or 
driven to their main guards. There is a singular fire in the 
l)(‘si(ging party. For rxajnnlc, Four Grcniidiers,~I think of 
this First Column, whicli succeeded sooner, cfiieinly of the 
Hegiment Ghiscmappv -four gnanuliers, owing to slippery or 
other accidents, in c!iml)ing the glacis, hat! fallen a few steps 
behind the general body; and on g<‘tting to the toji, took 
the wrong course, and rushed along rigid ward instead of left- 
ward. llightward, the first thing they come ii|)on is a tmm 
of Austrians still ranked in arms; Fin.y4..women, as it turned 
out, witli tlieir (.!Iaj)tain over them. Slight stuiter ensues on 
the part of tlie Ifour Grenadiers; but they give one another 
the hint, ami dash forward: MVisonero?' ask they sternly, 
as if all 'ITussia had been at tlicir ri'c.r. Hit' Fifty -two, in 
the darkness, in the danger and tdann, answeifd ‘ 

‘Pile arms, then!' Three of the grenadiero stand to me 
that done ; the fourth runs off for force, and happily gets 
back with it before the comedy luul beeotne tragic for his 
comrades. ‘ 'I must make actjuiuntance witli these four mtii,' 
writes Friedrich, on hearing of it ; and he did rewfud llwiii 
by present, by promotion to sergcani.cy (to <’us!.*;ncy mio of 
them), or wWt else they were fit for. GrcfiindieCT of 
Glasena|.)p: these are the men Frietirich heard svu*mhnj'n*n 
under his window, one memorable morning when l» liiirit iito 
tears! At half-past Twelve, the Ilamparts, on all sidti, aw oiiw. 

The Gates of the Town, under me wad ptt«dl, oui tiiak# 
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Httk resistancei to lieojuilifH {*oltiiiiii «>r flip ul\m two. A, 

hole is soon out in llie 'rown (ifitOi wiicrc i4*ujH(l(i ih; and 
gallant Wallis, who hmi railita} Wiitai it, with his Artillery- 
General and what they c(»«kl g<;t togelher, fin-s through the 
opening, kills four men; but is then (hv tmier, and not till 
then) fired ujion, ami ohligcal to tlraw Iwtek, with his Artillery- 
General mortally hurt. Inside he attempts another rally, 
some 200 with him ; and here and there jwrhajw a house- 
window tries to give shot; but it is to no purpose, not the 
least stand can be mmlc. Fwjr Wallis is rapidly swept back, 
into the Market-place, into the Main Guanlhousc ; and there 
piles arms : ‘ Glogau yours, Ihr I kwii, and we prisoners of 
War!’ The steeple had not yet t|uite struck One. Here 
has been a goo<l hour’s- work I 

Glogau, as in a dream, or half-awake, and timidly jaseping 
from behind window-curtains, finds that it is a 'I'own taken. 
Glogau easily consoles itself, I hear, or even is g. ii< ially glad ; 
Pnissian discipline Ijcing so |»t«rfcct, and ingress now free for 
the necessaries of life. Ihere was no phmdo'ing; not the 
least insult : no townsman was hurt ; not «*voii in him^'.s where 
soldiers had triwi firing from windows. The IVussian Ikt- 
talions rendezvous in the Market-place, and go jicaceahly 
about their patrolling, and other biisiiieis ; and meddle with 
nothing dse. They Itmt, in killetl, ten men ; had of killed 
and wounded, forty-eight j the Austrians nither ntore.' Wallis 
was to have been set free on j^role ; but was not,-- in retali- 
ation for some severity of General Browne’s in the interim 
(picking-up of two Silesian Noblemen, susjaadtal of l^sskn 
tendency, and locking them in Brbnn over the 1 1 ills), ami 
had to go to Berlin, till that was repaiwd. To the wounded 
Artillery-General there was every tendemeM shown, but he 
died in few days. The oth^ Briwoew were marched to 
the Ciistrin-Stettin quarter ; * and many of them tewk jPrussian 
service.’ 

> Orlieh, S, 75, 785 MtMm-OmkkAt*, i. itmMtwikttit oOwwisSito 

lomf alight poIntSi 
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Ami tins is the Scalmlc of (ilogau : a shiniiig feat; of tho^e 
days ; which had great ninumr in the (he/,elies, aiul ovta* all 
the then feverisli Nations, lluaigh it has now fallen dim agaiui 
as feats do. Its importance at that time, its utility to 
Friedriclfs affairs, w^is undeniable; and it filled Friedricli 
vrith the highest satisfaction, and with admiration to over- 
flowing, Done 9th March 1741 ; in one hour, the very 
earliest of the day, 

Golte posted back to Scliweidnitsc witli the news; got 
thither about 5 p.m, ; and was n'cenve^d, naturally, willn open 
arms. Friedrich in |>erson marched out, next morning, to 
make Feu*de-Jow m\d JV-Drnm-ing;— them was Hoyal Ixitter 
to Leopold, which flamed through all tlie N<nv*spHp(‘rs, iukI 
can still be read in innumerable Books ; l^^tter onnssible in 
this place. We remark only how punctual the King is, to 
reward in money as well as praise, an<l not the Ingh only, but 
the low that had deserved : to Prince I^^opold lus jnt*Heiils 
2,000/. ; to each private soldier who hiwl been of the storm, 
say half-a-gninea, — doubling and <iuadrupHiig, in the special 
cases, to as high as twenty guineas, of our present money. 
To the old Gazetteer, and their remlers everywhere, this of 
Glogau is a very effulgent business ; bursting out on them, 
like sudden Bude-light, in the uncertain shignancy and expect- 
ancy of mankind. Friedrich himself writes of it to tlm Old 
Dessauer 

^lliemore I tliink of the Glogau Inisinesa, the mom un port ant I f|fi 4 
it. Prince Leopold has achieved the prettiest military stroke (dkmkiimi$ 
Aeiion) that has been done in this (Jentnry, From my Iteart I congratu- 
late yon on having such a Son, In hohinesa of resolution, la plan, in 
execution, it is alike admirable ; and quite giv^ a turn to my * 

And indeed, it is a perfect example of Prussian disci{flin% 
and militaiy quality in all kinds ; such m it would be difllciilt 
to match elsewhere. Most potently correct; coining out 
everywhere with the oompleteness and exactitude of matht* 

» Bate, 13th March 1741 (Oriich, I. 77). 
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matics ; and has in it such a fund of martial fire, not only 
ready to blaze out (which can be exampled elsewhere), but 
capable of bottling itself in, and of lying silently ready. 
Which is much rarer ; and very essential in soldiering ! Due 
a little to the Old Dessauer, may we not say, as well as to the 
Young ? Friedrich Wilhelm is fallen silent ; but his heavy 
labours, and military and other di-illings to Prussian mankind, 
still speak with an audible voice. 

About three weeks after this of Glogau, Leopold the Old 
Dessauer, over in Brandenburg, does another thing which is 
important to Friedrich, and of great rumour in the world. 
Steps out, namely, vijth a force of 36,000 men, horse, foot 
and artillery, completely equipped in all points ; and takes 
Camp, at this early season, at a place called Gdttin, not far 
from Magdeburg, handy at once for Saxony and for Hanover ; 
and continues there encamped, — ‘ merely for review purposes.' 
Readers can figure what an astonishment it was to Kur- 
Sachsen and British George ; and how it struck tlie wind out 
of their Russian Partition-Dream, and awoke them to a sense 
of the awful fact ! — Capable of being slit in pieces, and them- 
selves partitioned, at a day’s warning, as it were ! It was on 
April 2d, that Leopold, with the first division of the 36,000, 
planted his flag near Gottin. No doubt it was the ‘ detestable 
Project’ that had brought him out, at so early a season for 
tent-life, and nobody could then guess why. He steadily 
paraded here, all summer ; keeping his 36,000 well in drill, 
since there was nothing else needed of him. 

The Camp at Gottin flamed greatly abroad through the 
timorous imaginations of mankind, that Year; and in the 
Newspapers are many details of it. And besides the important 
general fact, there is still one little point worth special 
mention; namely, that old Fieldmarshal Katte (Father of 
poor Lieutenant Katte whom we knew) was of it ; and perhapa 
even got his death by it : ‘ Chief Commander of the Cavalry 
here,’ such honour had ha ; but died at his post, in a couple 
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of months, ‘at llokahn, May Slat’;* poor old »(ntk'nifui, 
perhaps uneepial to the hardships of fleki-Iife at so early a 
season of the year. 


Friedrich takee the Field, tenth same Pomp ; into the 
MonnUtim, — hut mmcsj'mt hack 

At Glogau there was Ilonmging, on the very morrow after 
the storm : on the second day, the siiperlhions n'<dni(‘iif:s 
marched olf; no want of vigorous activity to Hellle tnatters 
on their new footing there. General Kaikslein (Eriwlrich's 
old Tutor, whom readers have forgotten again) is to be 
Commandant of Glogau; an office of honour, which can be 
done by deputy except in cases of real stnas. I'he place is 
to be thoroughly new-h)rtifiod,— which imporlntit point timy 
commit to Engineer Wallrave, a .slrong hcjuk'd, lu'uvy"l)tiill 
Dutch Officer, long since accpiiml to the «:rvice, on account 
of his excellence in that line ; who did, now and nfU rwm-ds, a 
great deal of excellent engineej-ing for Friedrich ; but for 
himself (being of deep stomach withal, and of life too 
dissolute) made a tragic thing of it ultimately. As will be 
seen, if we have leisure. 

In seven or eight days, Prince Ijeopoid having wound up 
his Glogau affairs, and comj>Iel«'d the new preliininaric's there, 
joins the King at Schweidnitz. In tlie highest favour, a« was 
natural. Kalkstein is to take a main huiul in the Bicge of 
Neisse; for«which operation it is hoped there will soon be 
weather, if not favourable yet supporlahle. What of tlie 
force was superfluon.s at Glogau had at once marched off, as 
we observed ; and is now getting re-distributed wlwro neitdful. 
There is much shifting about ; strcnglhcning of po.st.s, jri'dng- 
up of posts : tlie whole of which readers shall imagine for 
tihemselves, — except only two points that «re worth remember- 
ing: Fwst, that Kedkstein with about 12,000 takes post at 
Grotkau, some twenty-five miles north of Neisse, ready to 

^ li* aS4* 
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move on, and ojMm tmifhcs, whon n tjun-r d : niid xmmii, that 
Halstein-Beck gets posttnl nt !'Vtmk<>iinti-iii pluviMif that 

Batmignrten Kkinuish), «ay Ihirlv-Hvo iniica win! hy-north of 
Neisse; and hiw souie S or 10,000 Hijm? «»tl Foot there- 
abouts, spread up and down, who will Iw* nineh wanted, and 
not procurable, on an ocatsion that is cotiiing. 

Friedricli has given-np the JaijUinka I*a»w ; fidled-in the 
Jablunka and remoter posts; anxious to 'smiintrat<>, before 
the Enemy get nigh, 'riml is the King's notion ; and sumly 
a reasonable one ; the arm of tim i*ru«si«n Army, iis I gness 
it from the Maps, la'ing above 2,000 wjuiirt* miles, l)<-;iiiiiin!' 
at Breslau only, and leaving out (llogiti. Srliwerin thinks 
differently, but without gmal basis. Ikrth are agaasl, ‘ The 
Austrian Army cannot take the (kid till the fomge wane,’ till 
the new grass spring, which its cavalry fitnl convenient. I’hat 
is the fair supposition; but In that both are inistnken, and 

Schwerin the more dangcromsly of the two Meanwhile the 

Pandour swarms are observably getting rifrr, ami of stormier 
quality; and they smn to hai-lwur farther to the F,ast than 
formerly, and not to come all out of (Hat*. Which perhaps 
are symptomatic circumstnmxja ? 'Fhe wowt cffiait of these 
preliminary Pandour clouds is, Your scout-service catmot live 
among them; they hinder rcconuoitring, and ketqi the Enemy 
veiled from you. Of that sore mischief Fritalrich Imtl, first 
and last, ample experience at their hand* I 'Pltiii Is hut tlje 
first instalment of Pandours to Friedrich; and the mere 
foretaste of what they tain do in the veiling way. 

Behind the Mountains, in thk manner, all is inane dark- 
ness to Friedrich and Schwerin, limy know only that 
Neipperg is rendezvousing at Olmiltz ; anti judge tlmt he will 
still spend many weeks upon it ; the real fact* being : Tlmt 
Neipperg,— ‘ who arrived in Olmlitz on the lOUi of March,’ 
t^e very day while Glogau was homagin)f, h.c; b«n, he and 
those above him and those under him, driving preparations 
forw^ at a furious rate. That Neipperg held,— I think at 
Steinberg his hithermost post, some twenty mile* hither of 
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41 (’’ouiidl \\"m\ ^ali iht* (i<*!trniL'H linil rviii 

LentuluH from Glafr, pmseiii ni it," <ln.y out givon ; llw 

unammotis tloclskai wn.s, MMnivh Ntmio;hi\vay ; smv Xoissi^ 
since Glogan in gone!"' 'and iii lints "That tni iluj 
Neipperg took the roiul aeeoniinglj, dn apitt* of fnriotia anow 
blowing in his face"; and m ever since (d(klH)d sirtmg, Knya 
rumoins but perhapn 10,000 of iluan nua'e PandourH) 
unweariedly climlnng the Mountains, Inlnniously jingling 
forwaxxl with his heavy guns and mumunlfion waf,;t>ns; 
* contending with the siec^p snowy icy roads";-- 'hiieni upon 
saving Neinse* This in the fact; proftHnnlty unknown to 
Friedrich and Schwerin; who will be inucli Kurpris<*tk when it 
becomes patent to thmn at the wn^ng time. 

Schweidnitz^ S7/A MmrL This <lay Fricilriclg with crm** 
siderable apj>aratus, pam|) and processiinnd <*ymhidling, greatly 
the reverse of his ulterior uhc atnl wojit in such caseH, tpditiHi 
Schweidnit/i an<l his Algm-oUis; nolemnly opening Campnign 
in this manner; and drove off far Ottmiuham having work 
there for tomorrow. 

The Siege of Neisse is now to proem! forthwith ; tnaiches 
to be opened April 4 tin Frie<lrich is still of opinion, that 
his posts lie too wide apart ; that especially Schwerin, who ii 
spread among the Illlk in Jligenulorf ("ounlry, imghi to come 
down, and take closer order for covering the siiged Schwerin 
answers, That if the King will spare him a ninforcement of 
eight squadrons and nine l)attalionH (says 1,£00 Horse, 9,000 
Foot), he will maintain himself whi*re he is, and no Enemy 
Bhall get across the M^ountains at all Tlmt is Schweriifi 
notion ; who surely is sotnething of a judge, Friedrich 
assents ; will himself conduct the reinforcement to St^hwrrin, 
and survey matters, with his own eyes, up yonder. Friedrich 
marches from Ottmachaii, accordingly, SlOtlx Mfircli ;~Kalk- 
stein, Holstein-Beck, and others are to be reiide^voumi l»foi« 
Neisse, in the interim; trenches ready for upening on tot 
^ (S$mrsi it f0^ 
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^ ^ I ’ I ■■-I’’*. AjniiJ r;4i 

sixth clay houc(' ; — and in this manner, ruians Ihr ur irajiiutjunN, 
ami sivs Ji(*;'('nulorf ( ’onni ry inr thv* i*r4 inm\ 

Ih'Hutiiul blue %v<>rUl <>i llills, rnlr.e pdiNi <»ii rld'y* bt hiad 
tliat. Ncissi^ rt‘|.;‘ion ; fruilttil valley s Inppra in f tirsy, \ul!i 
stone ( nsllis ami hnsv lililr Toumn di -in;.*: thi nr.yhys m 
vvc' advance: tliat; is Juj^ernihirf (4mii!rv, wUirh rnt*li‘ 
(jeurg(^ of Anspaeh, Imndrcsis of j^nri tn vd with his 

own monev ; which we havt* rmw cmae to i ty hold ut a>. his 

Ifiar! Frietirieh, I hehevo, think * little id ah In? ;, and dot's 

nut remember 1 'iieh' Cieorne at alh Ihi! ueh are tlie hiejs ; 
and the Connirv, n\‘!;anietl or not, is ^t ry hlim mei iH.uitifnh 
with the Sj)rin.‘»; sun slunin*^ on it ; or vuth I la* Jiddeji Sprin;;' 

storms pilherin;;‘ wildly on thc^ peak s n* if h»r [n-rmanent 

invesl.'d nre^ hot vanislun^j^ a^ain strai;‘;{iiway, li'.'uinj.^ tmly a 
powilerin^* of snow\ 

lie nnd, Scdiwerin at Nenstadt, half wav to J.ey nulurf; 
whitlier they }>roeet*ded netv! day. ‘ W hat ne*A * h;ivt> yon of 
the Knemv?'w“as Friedrieh's ih^i tpie.tiojL >ehurj, in has no 
mnv.s wlmlever; only that the Mnemv i * far olf, harf?dn;.»; in 
long thin straggle from Ohniitz wedwaash * 1 hau' a j^py 
outf H/iid Sehwerin ; ^ I)ut In* has md return, eil yetf nor 
ever will, he might haie mhleih If ddiyf,eut rraifrr. udl now 
take to their Map,’’ nml attend day f>v d:u, an he*i?trihlr 
rmleeesHor has c*ompelie<I wdtal nevl fidlow ir;to human in 
lelligibility, mid into the Diary Form, fur tle a th lioof; 
Headers of an idler turn emt skip : tnd tld-v OMoh; > d. hnny ■ 
sknrry of mnrehes issues in stimething wideh all aid Ivnv \o 
attend to. 

^ Jiujertui or f\ Vd April J7'fl. 'J’lii't h tlo’ O'e ceu IV-n-unw 

TtiakeN appeanuico with tlu^ first, hranairs lU* Jo*» .i; n'; z*r.n. io-iisf- 

rich IH wiUsfied with what ho has of .f'erradiar niiCf-ts ."i , nad in 
tends retunnufif iowurds Neih'';4.n there rioameur** un ila* ■lih. He j- 
giviuii hit! fmal ordern, mol on the jhmuI «'i i,<f* when - .Seven 

AuHtrian DeserterM, *’D.>ragootei of IJrlrlettiitrin/' rH»ie m; nsol 
‘flmt Nei|>p(srg''« Army In wdtliin ti few nhhn- * 4«fi' fjfAr*"‘dv- Isid thry 

• l^lap *441, 
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done answering and explaining, when sounds rise of musketry and 
cannon, from our outposts on that side ; intimating that here is Neip* 
perg*s Army itself. Seldom in his life was Friedrich in an uglier situa- 
tion. In J^erndorf, an open Town, are only some three or four 
thousand men, ^^with three fieldpieces, and as much powder as will 
charge them forty times.” Happily these proved only the Pandour out- 
skirts of Neipperg’s Army, scouring about to reconnoitre, and not diffi- 
cult to beat ; the real body of it is ascertained to be at Freudenthal, 
fifteen miles to westward, south westward ; making toward Neisse, it is 
guessed, by the other or western road, which is the nearer to Glatz and 
to the Austrian force there. 

^ Had Neipperg known what was in Jagerndorf — ! But he does not 
know. He marches on, next morning, at his usual slow rate ; wide 
clouds of Pandours accompanying and preceding him ; skirmishing-in 
upon all places’ (upon J%erndorf, for instance, though fifteen miles 
wide of their road), to ascertain if Prussians are there. One can judge 
whether Friedrich and Schwerin were thankful ^jirhen the huge alarm 
produced nothing ! ^^The mountain,” as Friedrich says, ^*^gave birth to 
a mouse ; ” — nay it was a mouse ” of essential vital use to Friedrich 
and Schwerin ; a warning. That they must instantly collect themselves, 
men and goods ; and begone one and all out of these parts, double-quick 
towards Neisse. Not now with the hope of besieging Neisse, — far from 
that ; — but of getting their wide-scattered posts together thereabouts, 
and escaping destruction in detail I 

^ April Uh, Headquarters Neustadt By violent exertion, with the 
sacrifice only of some remote little storehouses, all is rendezvoused at 
Jagerndorf, within two days ; and this day they march ; King and van- 
guard reaching Neustadt, some twenty-five miles forward, some twenty 
still from Neisse. At Neustadt, the posts that had stood in that neigh- 
bourhood are all assembled, and march with the King tomorrow. Of 
Neipperg, except by transitory contact with his Pandour clouds, they 
have seen nothing : his road is pretty much parallel to theirs, and some 
fifteen miles leftward, Glatzward ; goes through Zuckmantel, Ziegenhals, 
straight upon Neisse.^ Neipperg’s men are wearied with the long climb 
out of Mahren ; and he struggles towards Neisse as the first object; — 
holding upon Glatz and Lentulus with his left. Numerous orders have 
been speeded from the King’s quarters, at Jagerndorf, and here at 

^ Zuckmantel, * Twitch-Cloak,’ occurs more than once as a Town’s name in 
those regions : name which, says my Dryasdust without smile visible, it got from 
robberies done on travellers, ‘ twitchings of your cloak,’ with stand-and-deliver, 
as you cross those wild mountain spaces. (Zeiller, Beschreibung des Konig^ 
rHchs Bakeim, Frankfurt, 1650 ; — rather worthless old Book, like the rest of 
Z^ler’s in that kind.) 
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Nmiitiiilt; cmli'r t«i ll<»l^tinn4Wk »! rrntilirtwiinii^, 

KiilkHiwa III tiriitkiiiii Haw lira t»i iiiiitin lirMi with ami 
»ih 1 iltaiJi ta rrann Nrbna Hivar* nm\ tiiiil# »itli lli*^ wliick t‘n<i 

iliora m aimaly ii lni*t lar tiirm, iir ttliaiil i«i liyil iti gtj,i 4 

* Aprii tiih^ ^eimuL -Staliiiit i« n till la I'liwn tvraiity 

mil6« aiist af a*i tlia rantl tii littiw’l * |*liiaii, an the 

Oder, ioma feriy milan ffirtlier eii?»l): * Itare Priwirii'li, wtlh tha taian 
l>ody, taka their tpittrtew ; mirgiiiirtl Wtin liill iit Niei4iiilt* 1Vin|K»rurv 
Bridge there ii, rawly ar all Iml ready, »l Hargaa * fiwidva iiitlan to 
north of ow, on oor left): *hy ihii wlih hi* liijiaKh roiiitii 

pnnattially acroH» ; whilii other (mm Ilia iiiwal siihi »ra nl^o 

punctual in getting In ; which i»a. graal : toil nf lloktaiiidlaak 

there Is no voMtlge, nor did thaf« ea#r a|i|»iw mtf, llnlutaiit, ** wham 
none of th© ra|mtiNl orilot^ sw'^nl liltii afiiiltl rafirli,” «iiy?i Friedrich, 
remained comforiithly in hit* 'C|»i»rt#ri ; aiiil lookad at the Humnf ruih* 
ingpaat him to right and left, wiihtiiit Ironhlliiir til?* hand with 
^fha too aasy-mna!t‘d flokiaiii ! Au«trlaii Ili»Mertar« inform ii«, That 
General Naipperg arriviid ttitlay with lil» Army In Kininm ; and Itfu* titani 
bean joined by Uiiituiui wliti the Glatii iws#,, alilally aai^ilry, a gawl 
many thousandi* Wa may hm atlwsltd, Hieii, tl*li mff niglil, if limy are 
diligent ? Friedrich marks-oiit gmnnil inii plan In mmh cam^ ami htiw 
and where each li to rank hinmidf*, lliar* «»© nnihifig of alto*‘k : Init 


the poor little Village of Htofnaii, with to inaiiy in It and haggago^. 

drivers stumhilng-ahout, takes fire ; httrti* to aaliiMi ; **mul w» li«d great 
difficulty In saving tlie aryilery iiml faiwitor Itirmigh thii tiarniw utrwto^ 
with the hoiwoa all Ininiing on «meli Imiiil/**' Fancy ll,-'aiid the poor 
ihriaking Inhahltontii | gone to iileiiee lung Blnm willi ilielr elirleki,' not 
the least whisper left of them, *llm Pmatiaiw l♦ifllllaek i«i lli« Ibid* 
each in the place that hm hteii warkeil out Nif tit tiilreftiply cold,* 

In tids poor Stolnau was a lteltlo«, whleli al«# wtiil tip |»i ||r« j dit- 
closing ©artain myslorit^n of m rnlmml iiiyililimJ iwitir# to llw Cierniiii 
FuMlo. It was the Schions of a Griin wm% c;»li«#tlb«rf ; a tlrnatlftil old 
Dowager of Med«.M^llna lypt, who « alwayt pbtok ilwtil her * ; 
piftoli, wad latterly, with more aitil moi^ 

who has been much on the terigii«» of mtn for m n li»ck, Herr 

Ntoler (readers recollect ahlfly Nistfor) hatw km, lii Hit way of hmU 
MBS, at one time ; with pity. If also with hmrmt. nmm wetdt* ago, «lti 
was, by the Austrian (kimmandant at KmMO, mmimmunt out of ' thii 
Schloss, as in correspondence with Frtti^laii I Wtlcnr-i : |mafi4iii4 hrtafcitif- 
in, tied her with ropes to the fool wdiere iho wai»« ^ |«il I'fcil miil |i#f into i 
farm«cart, and in that scainlalouH manner drllverinl her m Ici Hit 

Commandant; by which fidvtmiure, ami to mul un,.|n-a!.at.i!dlc«, 


^ (fy Ar4if/r.ir, li yo* 
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the poor old Callenbei*g is since dead. And now the very Schlosa is 
dead ; and there is finis to a human dust-vortex^ such as is sometimes 
noisy for a time. Perhaps Niissler may again pass that way, if we wait' 

^ April Headquarters Friedland, To Friedland on the 6th and 

do not, as expected, get away next morning, Fiiedland is ten miles 
down Ihe Neisse, which makes a bend of near ninety degrees opposite 
Steinau ; and runs thence straight north for the Oder, which it reaches 
some dozen miles or more above Brieg. Both Steinau and Friedland 
are a good distance from the Biver; Friedland, the nearer of the 
two, with Sorgau Bridge direct west of it, is perhaps eight miles 
from that important structure. There, being now tolerably rendez- 
voused, and in strength for action, Friedrich purposes to cross Neisse 
Biver tomorrow ; hoping perhaps to meet Holstein-Beck, and incorporate 
him ; anxious, at any rate, to get between the Austrians and Ohlau, 
where his heavy Artillery, his Ammunition, not to mention other in- 
dispensables, are lying. The peculiarity of Neipperg at this time is, that 
the ground he occupies bears no proportion to the ground he commands. 
His regular Horse are supposed to be the best in the world ; and of tlie 
Pandour kind, who live, horse and man, mainly upon nothing (which 
means upon theft), his supplies are unlimited. He sits like a volcanic 
reservoir, therefore, not like a common fire of such and such intensity 
and power to burn ; — casts the ashes of him, on all sides, to many miles 
distance. 

' Friday ^th April, Friedland (still Headquarters). Unluckily, on try- 
ing, there is no passage to be had at Sorgau. The Officer on charge 
there still holds the Bridge, but has been obliged to break away the 
farther end of it; ^^Lentulus and Dragoons, several thousands strong ” 
(such is the report), having taken post there. Friedrich commands that 
the Bridge be reinstated ,* fieldpieces to defend it ; Prince Leopold to 
cross, and clear the ways. All Friday, Friedrich waiting at Friedland, 
was spent in these details. Leopold in due force started for Sorgau, him* 
self with Cavalry in the van ; Leopold did storm across, and go charging 
and fencing, some space, on the other side ; but, seeing that it was in 
truth Lentulus, and Dragoons without limit, had to send report accord- 
ingly ; and then to wind himself to this side again, on new order from 
the King. What is to be done, then ? Here is no crossing. Friedrich 
decides to go down the River ; he himself to Ldwen, perhaps near 
twenty miles farther down, but where there is a Bridge and Highway 
leading over ; Prince Leopold, with the heavier divisions and baggages, 
to Michelau, some miles nearer, and there to build his Pontoons and 
cross. Which was effected, with success. And so, 

^ Saturday Sth April, With great punctuality, the King and Leopold 


' Bilsching, «. 273 et aqq. 
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ni«t at lVnFhfi‘]au, both wll arro-.s thft Nel»«. Ilif® «ii 
Leopold ba.<l ncvos^i about nnort ; and priH'iwily m iw wm 
the Kiufj;:’K Caduinn, whioh h;ui lit yiwtiii, itif| eiiiti# up Ifm y|. 

bank a^-ain, 'rin‘> Kini';, nnu'Ji foiitolit wifli beliavkuir, 

noTuinaies hiuj <M‘nrral of lufniiry, a ill imunolior^ ilmra 

aud tlien. Hrio^r lUorkaih^ bs as uatt.iriil» giviili wp ; ilti! llloeklMlIiig 

Body joiiiinf'j;: with ibe Kinj!’. this wlisli* lie pii»i*i| Umt 

Fx'oia UolsUuu'Hock not the b‘a:-i whi^ por, luu* |« liiiu, If we knew it 
^Noii>p(‘r|ip has tjuiUetl NoIsm^ ; but wiilk« iiifkliilis witlibi clutnii of 
Pandours ; nol.hiu;.; but / 4 'Uo> .inf** as |i> Nrippi--. :‘,ii motittltt, llightly 
Kwift, and awake to his business, Netpparg lllin'lil Iwm dtuiiSi itilglit iii|| 
do, a stroke upon as liere. PoJt. be litken II m^f ; num^km littrilly fivt 

miles a-day, sinee lie <juitted Net;.se again. Ffiifii i‘'rlnirieli 

for his part turns sonthu r-4warfi, in qumi i.|f lliiluleili mid cghfir 
interests; tnandn's towartls <irotkau, licit itil#niiiiig itiiicli further that 
night 7'lue.k snow hlowin;*' in their liolhilig l«i lift «»ii 

the Prussian column tramps along.* in l4d|i#, m Illllt ilaiitbi wde« 
w'urds of tl.ie road, shi»ri way iVom iinitkaii^ iiiir ilisimr Vtiigimnl 
had found Austrian Hussars; captured flirty, mti friitll tliwi Iwruftd 
that the Austrian Army is in iJrolkaii ; lltiil they |«ik Clrulkaa 
half an hour before, aud are there. ! A |Wi»r yeiil#iiniil Mlincdiepful 
(whom I think Krii^driidi u-.4'd know In lltiinpherg) hf In Ciretkiiw, 

*‘^with some sixty recruit:f aud de-«Tlftim/* mf% Frliulrkll, «ul with 

several huudretls of camp labourmv-. finteiiilwl hr iim wbirh 

will not now be opmu-d) ; .Mit.cbepfal nmi% 1 ilniii ♦Irfenc# ; lm% afiftr 
three hours of it, had to give-iu : and tli#r# I* Itoiliiiig now for m il 
CJrotkau. iherrfore I Neip|i#rg In gwickiiilly piiiliitig towirdi 

Ohlau, towards P^rc-slau, tb.ou.gh in a lemirfiy wny ; Ihor® It will Wttivi 
ns io^get the start of him, if hnjn;.uily fwulbb ; Tn llift riglil ilmiil, 
thorcforo, without delay ! The PruMinn* rtfpwii Ctiiiirli to ilii 

wonder of^its simple people); get ali^nf^ unitin miftn milm fiiriliir, on 
the road for Oblau ; ami fiuarler, that tilglil# lit wlirt limitly vitliig* 
there are ; Uie Kings Corp.'i in Uo tii t»lti '* l%rtl 

and Alsen/"-- which are to he found illll on |||# Mttpiw * Pogirtll mid 
Alzonau/ on the road tVom Ldweu towiirdi Clhlitt. 


'lliis is tlie end of that 'Mnreh fata tht Moiiiitftiri*, with 
Nekse Siej^e hanging; irinmjihanl alitindi,. Ttiena «« Hit Eiiig’i; 
ciuarters, this wintry Spring night, 8tli ik|iril 1741 

and it is to be gnessetl there k mt mm 'limtl, of il««p 

provided for him there. Seldom, In felt life, Fri^rich ill: 

* (lufPfY- iff 11* i||i, I 
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a more critical position ; and he well knows it, none better. 
And could have his remorses upon it, — were these of the 
least use in present circumstances. Here are two Letters 
which he wrote that night ; veiling, we perceive, a very grim 
world of thoughts ; betokening, however, a mind made up. 
Jordan, Prince August Wilhelm Heir- Apparent, and other 
fine individuals who shone in the Schweidnitz circle lately, are 
in Breslau, safe sheltered against this bad juncture ; Mau- 
pertuis was not so lucky as to go with them. 


Ihe King to Prime August Wilhelm (in Breslau) 

‘ Pogarell, Stli April 1741. 

^ My dearest Brother, — ^The Enemy has just got into Silesia ; We are 
not more than a mile {quart de mille) from them. Tomorrow must decide 
our fortune. 

I die, do not forget a Brother who has always loved you very 
tenderly. I recommend to you my most dear Mother, my Domestics, 
and my First Battalion* {Lifeguard of Foot, men picked from his own 
old Ruppin Regiment and from the disbanded Giants, star of all the 
Kattalions).^ ^ Eichel and Schuhmacher * (Two of the Three Clerks) ‘ are 
informed of all my testamentary wishes. Remember me always, you; 
But console yourself for my death : the glory of the Prussian Arms, and 
tlie honour of the House have set me in action, and will guide me to my 
last moment. You are my sole Heir : I recommend to you, in dying, 
-fcliose whom I have the most loved during my life : Keyserling, J ordan, 
Wartensleben ; Hacke, who is a very honest man; Fredersdorf’ (Fac- 
totum), ^and Eichel, in whom you may place entire confidence. I 
bequeath 8,000 crowns (1,200/.), which I have with me, to my Domestics; 
but all that I have elsewhere depends on you. To each of my Brothers 
and Sisters make a present in my name ; a thousand affectionate regards 
et compliments) to my Sister of Baireuth. You know what 1 
•fcbink on their score ; and you know better than I could tell you, the 
tenderness and all the sentiments of most inviolable friendship with 
vrMch I am, dearest Brother, — ^Your faithful Brother and Servant till 
death, FAd^irio.* ^ 


^ See Preuss, i. 144, iv, 309 ; Nicolai, Beschreibung von Berlin^ iii. 1252. 

^ (Euvres de Fr/ddrUy xxn, 85; List of Friedrich’s Testamentary arrange- 
ments in Note there, — Six in all, at different times, besides this. 
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Th^ King to M. Jordan (in Breslau) 

* Pogaroll, 8tli April 1741. 

' Mv DEAR Jordan^ — We are going: to %lit tomorrow. Thou knowest 
the chances of war; the life of Kings not more regarded than that of 
private people. I know not what will happen to me, 

^If my destiny is finished, remember a friend, who loves thee always 
tenderly: if Heaven prolong my days, I will write to thee after to- 
morrow, and thou wilt hear of our victory. Adieu, dear friend ; I shall 
love thee till death. — FiiiDteo.' ^ 

The King, we incidentally discover somewhere, ^ had no 
sleep that night ’ ; none, ^ nor the next night either,’ — «uch a 
crisis coming, still not come. 

CHAPTEB X 

BATTLE OF MOLLWITZ 

‘Tomoerow,’ Sunday, did not prove the Day of Fight, 
after all. Being a day of wild drifting snow, so that you 
could not see twenty paces, there was nothing for it but to sit 
quiet. The King makes all his dispositions; sketches out 
punctually, to the last item, where each is to station himself, 
how the Army is to advance in Four Columns, ready for 
Neipperg wherever he may be, —towards Ohlau at any rate, 
whither it is not doubted Neipperg is bent. These snowy 
six-and-thirty hours at Pogarell wer« probably, since the 
Ciistrin time, the most anxious of Friedrich’s life. 

Neipperg, for his part, struggles forward a few mtlw, this 
Sunday April 9th ; the Prussians rest under shelter in the 

headquarters, this night, are a 
small Village or Hamlet, called Mollwitz: there and in the 
adjacent^ Hamlets, chiefly in Laugwitz and Gruningun, his 
Army lodges itself: — he is now fairly got between u» and 

^ aCiwns iU Fridiric^ xirii 9 a 
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Ohlau, — ifj in the blowing drift, we knew it, or he knew it. 
But, in this confusion of the elements, neither party knows 
of the other : Neippei'g has appointed that tomorrow, Mon- 
day 1 0th, shall be a rest-day : — appointment which could by 
no means be kept, as it turned out ! 

Friedrich had despatched messengers to Ohlau, that the 
force there should join him ; messengers are all captured. 
The like message had already gone to Brieg, some days 
before, and the Blockading Body, a good few thousands strong, 
quitted Brieg, as we saw, and ejffected their junction with 
him. All day, this Sunday 9th, it still snows and blows ; 
you cannot see a yard before you. No hope now of Holstein- 
Beck. Not the least news from any quarter ; Ohlau uncer- 
tain, too likely the wrong way : What is to be done ? We 
are cut-off from our Magazines, have only provision for one 
other day. ^ Had this weather lasted,’ says an Austrian 
reporter of these things, ^ his Majesty would have passed his 
time very ill.’ ^ 

Of the Battle of Mollwitz, as indeed of all Friedrich’s 
Battles, there are ample accounts new and old, of perfect 
authenticity and scientific exactitude; so that in regard to 
military points the due clearness is, on study, completely 
attainable. But as to personal or human details, we are 
driven back upon a miscellany of sources ; most of which, 
indeed all of which except Nicolai, when he sparingly gives 
us anything, are of questionable nature ; and, without intend- 
ing to be dishonest, do run out into the mythical, and require 
to be used with caution. The latest and notablest of these, 

^ Feldztlge der Preussen (the complete Title is, Sanimlung ungedrucMer Nach” 
rtLhien so die Geschichte der PeldzUge der Preussen von 1740 bis 1 779 erlauteruy 
or in English words, Collection of unprinted Narratives which elucidate the 
Prussian Campaigns from 1740 to 1779 : 5 voll. Dresden, 1782-5), i 33. Excel- 
lent Narratives, modest, brief, effective (from Private Diaries and the like; 
many of them given also in Seyfarth) ; well worth perusal by the studious 
military man, and creditably characteristic of the Prussian writers of them 
and actors in them. 
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in regiiril it* i.s t!u‘ t*!’ a Ilr* Fiidw; from 

wliicli, ill Njiiio i>r iU i'.-ii.' ■is';* <10211115, wo oKpoct to gimn a 
Mi*rvi(‘o.'i!ilt* iioiii iu^ri.* ami it, U tii‘liiiii.l>lo an {irohably 

!!u^ iiuisi iiiaolio ovor wrilioiu .‘iiitl in many pbices, 

by (liui of um-orraaiod iirioliug^ imd grammar, bad sjielliing, 
bml siMisis hihI in < 4 * toirtodi’ iliirkoass iti so vivacious 

a luimour, it has Inrtmm nlisirusc ns ^HiiNcril ; am! really in a 
shurji lest of what knowhslge you olluawise liaie of the 
sutyecl. .’\r!'dd. jierlani- In* m-ail in Uiai way, by the 

Ivauiuninj; Military in rrimuii iiiul el;.ewhcre, if no 

other UM! lie in ii ? .t'*urlrf> msu i'oirlvihuliurr., umv. iguor- 
attc<\ folly and civilulily, art* no! worth In;'; : but he 

ImH priiil'ml, and in lla* same nba! ruse fornu one or I wo curious 
Ihirish J^Iaue.-i’rlid -2, jv-.* i'l i'i\ a * l/is/i.av/'' ot this W&f<f 
privately Joiled clown by the I lam Sehoohiia'^ler ot *\loltwitic, 
a good siiiipk aecuralo old felknvaTeiiiitro ; tJirougli whose 
c*veH it is here ami ihe^re wenib w!d!e io look. In regard to 
h'liebn bhuM^lh a late TouriHi says : 

* TIuh ** i Vait‘unry''t '^‘Irltrntlan rimu»ht*H, ’* (t Vielu/iil tan iln* 4 b mi e!*tuHe 
wuH the e’euiUry, mil tate eirm'l) n itniMv Imt not 

wise, eia IVItMltniHieutlrmnnef these !>r. Fticits ( /'*C4r) ; who 

hiei set hiH heart oa nte ji;.:, !>y ituh.'ieri|iiieio a |tr»t|ier Naiiiiitii! Moiw- 
inimt on the I'lehl ef ami mi cioong lit»i ohl career, Huhscrip- 

tlonsiihi net iiike, in tlmt A|M-d Ut 4 l, nor In the fblhmina imiiitlii or 
twelvemonllH: the o-nhiim l.hielor, theretorm 'n-!: -..--.Mv drew iik own 
ptirsi I got ft hig I iheliiwk of timnite heivn riMnly, with stiilahlti liwcri|iiloiti 
on it ; otrtofi lib hig Oholliwlc froii'i the t|n»rrie4 of Hlrelilen ; iiHiciiililed 
th© ChHUitry ronml it# on Fiehi ; sitiil |iaHf4«n:tiely ili«cottrsiil 

and pUmdetb lliat at hoist the FrnmUy i^hmilt! 1>ring filer kmit«l 4 M?ld«i 
witli iiroper friwnework, and set lip thb Dhidi^k on lire |,t«nicftlal It© 
had ther© Imllt for it Hie rminiry ihitinitHi rlirn-rfiilly (for tilt old 
Doctor wiw a popnljir man# clever Ihoiigli Highly) ; hni the r«iiinfcry wi« 
again ohliiMi in the way of itctiv© fnriheriinre, aiitl wniihl tiol ©von lirfng 
biook-wid-taclda Th© old Doctor Itncl In mmwm^ ** VI' elk dieii ! '' and go 
on hli way on mor© sorinns ©rratida, ’flm ratilo Iirv© itiitcli isi'Klwniikitcb 
ami rnhhtd dowa^ hk poor Ftdoslah which k of rtihlilt«work ; lii« Cllittiik 


* JuMsikrift s»r Aifc (Caalanairy) iiVr kt J/c//tei/i# 10 Jfrii 174* 

foil I>r, Medkhiie Fachi (Uneg# iOtli Apiil 1S41I, 
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gtill lies isiotinifiilly liorizoutal, uniBjiirod i — and imlly ought to bo aot 
upi by Home |iiiriHb*nii.o, or cslfort of ttie oomtunnliy otherwise/ ^ 

From the old Molhvite Sclioolmaster we distil the following : 

^ iUh Aprii. C’omitry, lor two dayH bark, was in new 

alarm by the Austrian (htrri.son of lirieg now lelt at liberty^, who sallied 
out upon the Villagxw about;^ and plundered blaek-catt.le, sheep, grain, 
and whatever they miuhl eome at Btit this day (Htuiday) in MollwiU 
the whole Austrian Army was upon ns. First, there went «10() IIuKsars 
through the Village to (truningen, who quartered thenmelves there ; and 
rushed hither ami ihiilier into iiouHes, roldung iiml plundering. From 
one they t(H»k Ins best liorsc^s, frmn another they look linen, ehrtheH, and 
other furnitureH and vietuah (Jeneral Neuburg' (Nhd]qKMT;) baited here 
at Mollwit^ with the whole Army ; before the 'Village, in mind to 
quarter. And quarter was selthul, so that a lUmn' (IMough-I'anuer) 
‘ got four to five c'ompauies to lodge, ami a GtiHuer' (Hpatlo-* Farmer) * two 
or three hundred eavalry. llie houses were full of OllleerH, the 
(Chirths) ^ami the Fiehls full of horsemen and Imggage ; ami all round, 
you saw nothing but fires burning ; the yjlnm* (wooden railings) *were 
instantly torn down, for firewmod; tlni liay, straw, barley and haver, were 
eaten nway, and brought to nothing ; and everything (Vom the liarns wa« 
rarried out* And, as the whole army eould not lofige itstdf with ui, 
1,300 Infantry qun.r to red at liuigwitis ; Bilr/alorf got 400 Cavalry ; and 
thii day, nobody knew what would come of It*' * 

Monday morning, tlie Prussians are up betimes ; King 
Friedricb, as above noied, luid not, or bad hardly at all, slept 
during those two nights, sucli his anxieties. This nuirning, 
all is calm, sleeked out into spotless while; Pogarell ami the 
world are wrapt as in a wlmling-shcHd-, near two feel of snow 
on the gToumh Air hard aiul crisp ; a hot sun possilile 
about noon season* * By daybreak ’’ we an* all astir, 
rendt'zvousing, ranking, into Four tbhinms ; ready to 
advance in that fashion for battle, or for tlcjdoying into 
battle, wherever the Enemy turn up. The ordcni were all 
given overnight, two niglita ago; were all uiiderstocKi, too, 
and known to be rliadaman thine; and, down to tlm lowest 
pioneer, no man is uncertain wlmt to do* If we but knew 
where the .Enemy is; on which side of us; wtmt tloing, what 
intending ? 

^ Tourist*! Note (Brivg, 1858). 


Estrimi in p, 4 
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resting-day. He is just sitting down to dinner at tiie 
Dorfschulze’s (Village Provost, or miniature Mayor of 
MolhvitK), a composed man ; when— rm^kets or projic(il<‘s, 
and successive anxious sputterings from the sUepIc lops of 
Brieg, are hastily reported : what can it mean ? Means little 
perhaps; — N('ii)perg sejuls out a Huiwir party to ascertain, 
and compoHCHlly sets hiinst*lf to dine. In a little while his 
Hussar party will come galloping Imck, faster than it went ; 
fmster and fewer; — and then; will tjews f<ir Ncippcrg during 
dinner! Better have had one i«He fellow, one «>f your 
20,000, on the Belfry-top here looking out, though it was a 
rest-day ? — 

The truth is, the Prussian odvaitra goes on with punctiliouB 
exactitude, by no means rapidly. Ck»lonel (knmt vo«i Holhen- 
bui'g, — the same whom we lately heantl of in Paris as a 
miracle of gambling,— he now here, in a new capacity, is 
warily leatling the Vanguard of Dragimns ; warily, with the 
Four Columns well to rear of him! the Austrian Hussar 
party came upon Hothculmrg, not two miles from Mollwitis ; 
and suddenly drew bri<ne.* '’Hjem Holhcnlmrg tumbh’s to 
the right-about, and cliasw finds on advancing, the Austrian 
Army totally unaware. It is Ibougbl, had E(jthenburg 
dashed forward, and scut word to tlio rearwani to dash 
forward at their swiftest, the Austrian Army might have lawn 
cut in pieces here, and never litive got together to try Iwttle 
at all. But Ilollu'jiburg Iwd no ortieim; nay, had onlers 
Not to get into fighting nor had Prledridb himself, in this 
his first Battle, learned that feline or leonine proiujililude 
of spring which he suhsc([ucnllv manifested. Far from it! 
Indeed this punctiliou.H delibemtion, and alow exactitude as on 
the review-ground, is wonderful and nofi-wmlliy at th© first 
start of Friedrich ; — the faithfo! npjircuticc haud still rigorous 
to the rules of the old shop. Tea y«» h«n«, twenty ymm 
hence, had Friedrich found Neipperg in this cowlition, 
Neipperg’s account had been soon .settled I — Rotbenburg drove 

* Plitii at p, 14a 
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back the IIiisHarN, all iimiuipr of .siu'f<'H,sivc UiiNsar parties, 
and kept steadily abend of the main battle, tw he bad been 
bidden. 

Fampit'/. Village lieing now passed, and in rear of them to 
loft, the Pnissinn Oolnnins halt for some instarits ; burst into 
fiekl-nuisie ; laki* to deploying themsOves into line. There is 
solemn wheeling, shooting-out to right and left, done with 
spotless preeision : onee in line, — iii two lines, ‘ each three 
men deep,' lines many yards apart, — they will advanee on 
Mollwitz; still sotoamly, fh'ld-muHic gnitling, and banners 
spread. Whieh will Ihi a work of time. Titat the King’s 
frugid fudd-ilinner was shot away, from its eamp-table near 
FampiU (!is Fnehs hiw heard), is eviilently mythii-.-d ; and even 
impossible, the Ansli'inns having yet no cannon within niiles 
of him ; and being intent ot» dining comfortably themselves, 
not on firiiig at other people’s dintjers. 

Faney Neipperg's state of miiHl, hnsy Iieginning dinner in 
the littJe Sehulze’s, or 'I’own- Provost’s house, when the Hussars 
dashed-in at full gallop, shouting * /)tT AVind, The Enemy ! 
All in march tlu>rt‘; viuignnrd this side of Pampitsu; killed 
forty of ns!’ htuiek, your Plan of Battle, then? Whither- 
ward ; How ; Whni ? answer or pirish I Neippeig was 
infinitely struck; dropt knife and fork: ‘Send for Hiimer, 
Genend of the Horse!’ Hiimer did the indispeus!d>le ; a 
swift man, not apt to lose head. Iliimer’a battle-plan, I 
should Inspe, is alnmdy made ; or it will fare ill with Neipj>erg 
and him. But beat, ye drummers; gallop, ye nidc.s de camp 
as for life ! U’lie first thing is to got onr Force together ; 
and it lies scattered about in Tiireo otlier Village* besides 
Mollwitz, miles apart Neipperg's trumixsts Hangour, his 
;ii<les-de camp gallop : he has his left wing formed, and the 
other |)arts in a state of mpi<l genesis, Horse aiid Foot 
pouring in from lAiigwitz, Biirzdorf, Griiningen, l»fore the 
Prussians have <piite done de|)loying thcin.selve.s, and got wd.1 
within shot of inin. Efimcr, by birth a Saxon gentleman, Ig' 
all accounts a sujxsrior soldier and excellent General of Horse, 
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commands this Austrian h(t wing; Gtmml a Swiss 

veteran of good parts^ pivsidnig over the Infmitry in that 
cpiarter# Neippcrg hiiuHcIf* wore h© once wilt 

command the right wing. 

Noipperg is to be in two tines, as the Pmmiim are, with 
horse on each wing, w5>ich is orlhotlox luilitary otticr. IIih 
length of front, I should guess, tiuiat have Iteen sometliing 
better than two Euglislx jniles : a shtggish Brot>k, oalUat of 
Laugwits!, from the Village of that name which lies some way 
across, is on his riglit hand; Hluggish, boggy; stagnating 
towards the Oder in those parts : impnivcd tanning Inw, in 
our time, mostly <lried tlm strip of lmg» and nuule it into 
coarse meadow, whieli is rattier a reiii^f amid Itje dry saiuly 
element. Nc'ipju’rg's riglit is coveital liy lliat. His lett rests 
on the Hamlet of (Ininiugi-n, a milu-anddwtf iiorltieast of 
Mollwitz ; — meant to have rested on Ilenmatorf nmriy eiwt, 
but the Prussians have already taken that up. The sun 
coming more and more round to west of south (for it is now 
past noon) shines right in N.-ippm-gM face, ami is against 
him; how the wind is, nolaxly mfiifimi-i, piobidity there 
was no wind. His regular Cavalry, 8,(}0{), outmimbers twice 
or more that of the Pnissiiuis, not to meitlioii their <|uality ; 
and he has fewer Infantry, somewhat in pr*ijHirIi<>ii; the 
entire force on each side is nmreely above the 

Prussians slightly in majority by count In fu !.! pira-H 
Ncipperg is greatly outnuinlmrdl ; Uie Prussians having 
about ^reescore, he only oigblti-n.* And now here «« 
the Prussians, close upon our left wing, not yet in contact 
with the right, — which in fact is not yet got into exist- 
ence; — thank Heaven they have not Mine before our left 
got into existence, as our right (if you knew It) hm not y«*t 
quite finished doing 1 — 

The Prussians, though so ready for di-phiyuig, have had 
their own difficulties and delajTu Betwwn the boggy Brook 

1 (Anonymowi) Mmikt 7'hrtm filrtudf cili4}i p* I 

* Kmtiikr* Jiim dir mirkwiMrdi£Mmm p J ix 
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of Laugwite on their left, and the Village of Hermsdorf, two 
miles distant, on which their right wing is to lean, there 
proves not to be room enough ; ^ and then, owing to mis^ 
take of Schulenburg (our old pipe-clay friend, who commands 
the right wing of Horse here, and is not up in time), there is 
too much room. Not room enough for all the Infantry, we 
say : the last Three Battalions of the front line therefore, 
the three on the outmost right, wheel round, and stand 
athwart ; en potmce (as soldiers say), or at right angles to 
the first line ; hanging to it like a kind of lid in that part, 
— between Schulenbuig and them, — ^had Schulenburg come 
up. Thus are the three battalions got rid of at least ; 
‘ they cap the First Prussian line rectangularly, like a lid,’ 
says ray Authority, — lid which does not reach to the Second 
Line by a good way. This accidental arrangement had 
material effects on the right wing. Unfortunate Schulen- 
burg did at last come up : — had he miscalculated the dis- 
tances, then ? Once on the gi'ound, he will find he does not 
reach to Hermsdorf after all, and that there is now too much 
room ! What his degree of fault was I know not ; Friedrich 
has long been dissatisfied with these dragoons of Schulenburg ; 
‘ good for nothing, I always told you ’ (at that Skirmish of 
Baumgarten) : and now here is the General himself fallen 
blundering ! — In respect of Horse, the Austrians are more 
than two to one; to make out our deficiency, the King, 
imitating something he had read about Gustavus Adolphus, 
intercalates the Horse-Squadrons, on each wing, with two Bat- 
talions of Grenadiers, and so lengthens them ; — a manoeuvre 
not likely to be again imitated,’ he admits. 

All these movements and arrangements are effected above 
a mile from Mollwitz, no enemy yet visible. Once effected, 
we advance again with music sounding, sixty pieces of artillery 
well in front, — steady, steady ! — across the floor of snow 
which is soon beaten smooth enough, the stage, this day, of 
a great adventure. And now there is the Enemy’s Irft wtaf* 

^ CEuvres de FrMiric^'^, 
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Homer «n<l his Horse ; their right wing wider awav, and not 
yet, by a good space, within caimon range of us. It is 
towards Two of tlic afternoon; Schulenhurg now on his 
ground, laiucnts that he will not rench to nenu-sdorf; — but 
it may be dangerous now to attempt repairing that error? 
At Two of the clock, being Jiow fairly within distance, we 
salute Riimer and the Austrian left, with all our sixty 
camion ; and the sound of drums and clarionets is drowned 
in universal artillery thunder. Incessant, for they take (by 
order) to ‘swift-shooting,’ which is almost of the swiftness 
of musketry in our rnnssian practice ; and from sixty cannon, 
going at that rate, we may fancy some cfiect. The Austrian 
Horse of the left wing do not like it ; ail the leas as 
the Austrians, rather short of ari illerv, have nothing yet to 
reply with. 

No Cavalry can stand long there, getting shivered in that 
way ; in such a noise, were tliere nothing more. ‘ Arc we to 
stand here like milestones, then, and he alt stmt without a 
stroke struck ? ’ ‘ Steiuly ! ’ answers Rdmer. But nothing 

can kcej) them sleaity : ‘ 'I'o Ins shot like dogs (xi'k /lUntixf ) ! 
For God’s sake (l/m (!o((es WiUt'n\ leait iw forward, then, 
to have a stroke at them! ’--in tonet ever more plangent, 
plaintively indignant; growing uiigovemalde. And Rdmer 
can get no ottlcrs ; N'cippcrg is on the extreme right, many 
things still to settle there ; and here is the cannon-ttumder 
going, and soon their very mnskcfiy will open. And— -and 
there is Schulcnlmrg, for one thing, stretching himself oat 
eastwards (rightwards) to get hold of Hermsdorf; thinking 
this an opportimitv for the manosuvre. ‘Forwawli’ cries 
Riimer; and his Thirty Hipnidrons, like bottled whirlwind 
now at last let loose, dash upon 8<-huIenlmrg*s jmor Ten (five 
of them of Sclmh'uhurg’s own regimmd), who are turned 
sideways too, trotting towards Hermsdorf, at tlie wrong 
moment, — and dash them into wild ruin. 'Hiat must have 
been a charge ! That was the liegiimiug of hours of chaos, 
seemingly irretrievable, in that Pnjssian right wii^. 
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For the Prussian Horse fly wildly ; and it is in vain to 
rally. The King is among them; has come in hot haste, 
conjuring and commanding ; poor Schulenburg addresses his 
own regiment, ^ Oh shame, shame ! shall it be told, then ? ’ 
rallies his own regiment, and some others ; charges fiercely in 
with them again ; gets a sabre-slash across the face, — does 
not mind the sabre-slash, small bandaging will do ; — gets a 
bullet through the head (or through the heart, it is not said 
which) ; ^ and falls down dead ; his regiment going to the 
winds again, and his care of it and of other things concluding 
in this honourable manner. Nothing can rally that right 
wing ; or the more you rally, the worse it fares : they are 
clearly no match for Rdmer, these Prussian Horse. They fly 
along the front of their own First line of Infantry, they 
fly between the Two Lines ; Homer chasing, — ^till the fire of 
the Infantry (intolerable to our enemies, and hitting some 
even of our fugitive friends) repels him. For the notable 
point in all this was the conduct of the Infantry ; and how 
it stood in these wild vortexes of ruin; impregnable, im- 
movable, as if every man of it were stone ; and steadily 
poured-out deluges of fire, — ^five Prussian shots for two 
Austrian ’ : — such is perfect discipline against imperfect ; and 
the iron ramrod against the wooden. 

The intolerable fire repels Homer, when he trenches on the 
Infantry : however, he captures nine of the Prussian sixty 
guns ; has scattered their Horse to the winds ; and charges 
again and again, hoping to break the Infantry too, — till a 
bullet kills him, the gallant Homer ; and some other has 
to charge and try. It was thought, had Goldlein with his 
Austrian Infantry advanced to support Homer at this junc- 
ture, the Battle had been gained. Five times, before Homer 
fell and after, the Austrians charged here ; tried the Second 
Line too ; tried once to take Prince Leopold in rear there. 
But Prince Leopold faced round, gave intolerable fire ; on one 
face as on the other, he, or the Prussian Infantry any where, 

^ Helden-GeschichUfL 
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is not to be broken. ‘ Prince Friedrich,’ one of llie Mar- 
graves of Schwedt, King’s (k>iisin, whom we did not know 
before, fell in these wihl rall_vin;is ami wiv-t lings ; ‘by a 
cannon-ball, at the King’s hajui,’ not said otherwise wliere. 
He had come as Volunteer, few weeks ago, out of Holland, 
where ho was a rising Cleneral : he iias met his fate Iicre,— 
and Margraf Karl, Ins Brother, who also gets womuh-d, will 
be a mournful man tonight. 

The Prussian Horst?, tins riglit wing of it, is a ruined 
body ; lioiling in wiki tlisorder, {iotaling rajndly away to rear- 
ward, — winch is the safest direction to retreat upon. 'Piiey 
‘ sweep away the King’s jicrson with them,’ my some cautious 
people; others say, wluit is t!»e fact, that Schwerin «‘tdn-alfd, 
and as it were conuuandft!. the King to go ; tlie Battie 
being, to all tippi'anmcc, irretrievable. Cio he did, with 
small escort, and on a long ride, — to Opjwln, a Prassian 
jiost, thirty-five miles rearward, where there is a Britlge over 
the Oder attd a safe country I>eyond. So much is indubitable ; 
and that he dcs|)iUchcd an Aidi‘ do ('.'imp to gallop into 
Braiulcnhurg, and t<?H the Old Dcssaucr, * Jhsstir yourself ! 
Here all seems lost ! ’—ami vanisluxi from tire Fitskl, doubt- 
less in very desperate humour. Upon which the extraneow, 
world has babbled a good <ieal, ‘Clowartlice! Wanted courage: 
Haha ! ’ in its usual foolish way ; not worth answer from 
him or from us. Friedrich’s dcmfiiuour, in that disaster of 
his right wing, wa* furious despair mther; and neither 
Scludenhurg nor Margraf Friedrich, nor any of the t nptains. 
killed or left living, was suppo:.«! to have sinned by 
* cowardice ’ in a visible degrw !~— 

Indisputable it is, though there » dwp inpteiy upon it, 
the King vanishes from Mollwit* Fidd at Rib {mint for six- 
teen hours, into the regions of Myth, ‘into Fairyland,’ as 
would once have been said ; but mij>{«?ar8 unlianned in 
tomorrow’s daylight : at wiuch time, not «»on^, mdera shall 
hear what little is to be said of thb otemr® and muidt* 
disfigured small affair. For the present we hftston back to 
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Mollwitz, — wlicre the innrderoiKH tlunidcr images unabated all 
this while ; the very noise of it alarming inankind Inr thirty 
miles round. At Ihuslan, whiedt is thirty good mihts o(F, 
horrible dull grumble was heard from the southern <|uarter 
still better, if you put a staff in the ground, and set your 
car to it ’) ; and from the steeple-tops, there was dim cloud- 
land of powder-smoke discernible in the horizon tlua’e. ^ At 
IJeguitz," which is twice the distance, the eartli Hcnsibly 
shook, ^ ^_at least the air did, and the nerves of num. 

^ Had Gbldlein hut advance<l with his Foot, in sup|)ort of 
gallant Homer!’* say the Austrian Books. But (tdldlein did 
not advance ; nor is it certain lie would have found advantage 
in so doing: Gbldlein, where he stands, has dilfieulty eiiough 
to hold his own. For the notalile circumstance, miraculous 
to military men, still is, How the Prussian Foot (men who 
had never been in hre, but whom Friedricli Willu^lm Imd 
drilled for twenty years) stand their ground, in this distraction 
of the Hoim Not even the Two outlying Grenadier Bat- 
talions will give way : those poor intercalated ({renadieri, 
when their Horse lied on tlm right and on the left, tlvey stand 
there, like a fixed stone-dam in that wiki whirlpool of ruim 
l"hey fix bayonets, < bring their two field-pieces to flank’* 
(Winlerfcld was Captain there), and, from snudl arn^s and 
big, deliver such a fire as was very unexj)ecte(L Not.liing to 
be nm<le of VViul.errcld and them. They inviiu^ibly hurl 
hack cl'iarge after charge ; ami, with doggeal steadiness, 
nmnmuvre tlicmselves into tlu^ general Line again ; or into 
contact with the I'hree 8up(n*fhiouH Batlalions, arranged m 
poimee^ wliom we heard of. Thon^ Tlnx*e, ranked athwart in 
this right wing Q like a lid,’ between First line and second), 
maintained tbemselves in like impn-gnable fashion, VVinitu'- 
fcld e<>nniiart<iing and proved tiiu‘Xp<*etedly, thinks Friedrich, 
the saving of the wliole. For they also stood their ground 
immovable like rocks; steadily spouting fire-torrents# 3P1v« 
successive charges storm upon them, fruitless : * Steady, memm 
i Jordiia's LtUtri mhk 
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Kinder ; fix bayonets, handle ramrods ! There is the Horse- 
deluge thundering in upon you ; reserve your fire, till you see 
the whites of their eyes, and get the word ; then give it them, 
and again give it them : see whether any man or any horse 
can stand it i ’ 

Neipperg, soon after Romer fell, had ordered Goldlein 
forward; Goldlein with his Infantry did advance, gallantly 
enough : but to no purpose. Goldlein was soon shot dead ; 
and his Infantry had to fall back again, ineffectual or worse. 
Iron ramrods against wooden ; five shots to two : what is 
there but falling back ? Neipperg sent fresh Horse from his 
right wing, with Berlichingen, a new famed General of Horse ; 
Neipperg is furiously bent to improve his advantage, to break 
thqee Prussians, who are mere musketeers left bare, and thinks 
that will settle the account : but it could in no wise be done. 
The Austrian Horse, after their fifth trial, renounce charging ; 
fairly refuse to charge any more; and withdraw dispirited 
out of ball-range, or in search of things not impracticable. 
The Hussar part of them did something of plunder to rear- 
ward ; — and, besides poor Maupertuis^s adventure (of which 
by ind by), and an attempt on the Prussian baggage and 
knapsacks, which proved to be ^ too well guarded,’ — burnt 
the Church of Pampitz,’ as some small consolation. The 
Prussians had stript their knapsacks, and left them in 
Pampitz : the Austrians, it was noticed, stript theirs in the 
Field ; built walls of them, and fired behind the same, in a 
kneeling, more or less protected posture, — which did not 
avail them much. 

In fact, the Austrian Infantry too, all Austrians, hour after 
hour, are getting wearier of it : neither Infantry nor Cavalry 
can stand being riddled by swift shot in that manner. In 
spite of their knapsack walls, various regiments have shrunk 
out of ball-range ; and several cannot, by any persuasion, be 
got to come into it again. Others, who do reluctantly 
advance, — see what a figure they make ; man after man 
edging away as he can, so that the regiment ^ stands forty to 
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eighty men deep, vsdth lanes through it every two or three 
yards ; ’ permeable everywhere to Cavalry, if we had them ; 
and turning nothing to the Enemy but colour-sei'geants and 
bare poles of a regiment 1 And Rbmer is dead, and Goldlein 
of the Infantry is dead. And on their right wing, skirted 
by that marshy Brook of Laugwitz, — Austrian right wing 
had been weakened by detachments, when Berlichingen rode 
off to succeed Romer, — the Austrians are suffering . Posadow- 
sky’s Horse (among whom is Rothenburg, once vanguard), 
strengthened by remnants who have rallied here, are at last 
prospering, after reverses. And the Prussian fire of small 
arms, at such rate, has lasted now for five hours. The 
Austrian Army, becoming instead of a web a mere series of 
flying tatters, forming into stripes or lanes in the way we see, 
appears to have had about enough. 

These symptoms are not hidden from Schwerin. His own 
ammunition, too, he knows is running scarce, and fighters here 
and there are searching the slain for cartridges : — ^Schwerin 
closes his ranks, trims and tightens himself a little ; breaks 
forth into universal field-music, and with banners spread, 
starts in mass wholly, ^ Forwards ! ’ Forwards towards these 
Austrians and the setting sun. 

An intelligent Austrian Officer, writing next week from 
Neisse,^ confesses he never saw anything more beautiful. ‘ I 
can well say, I never in my life saw anything more beautiful. 
They marched with the greatest steadiness, arrow- straight, 
and their front like a line (schnurgleich)^ as if they had been 
upon parade. The glitter of their clear arms shone strangely 
in the setting sun, and the fire from them went on no other- 
wise than a continued peal of thunder.’ Grand picture 
indeed; but not to be enjoyed as a Work of Art, for it is 
coming upon us ! ^ The spirits of our Army sank altogether,’ 

continues he ; ^ th© Foot plainly giving way. Horse refusing 

to come forward, all things wavering towards dissolution : ’ 

so that Neipperg, to avoid worse, gives the word to go ; — 

^ Feidziigi der Preussen (above cited), i. 38, 

VOL. IV, - 
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and they roll off at double-quick time, through Moilwitz, 
over La,ugwitz Bridge and Brook, towards Grotkau by what 
routes they can. The sun is just sunk ; a quarter to eight, 
says the intelligent Austrian Officer, — while the Austrian 
Army, much to its amazement, tumbles forth in this bad 
fashion. 

They had lost nine of their own cannon, and all of those 
Prussian nine which they once had, except one : eight cannon 
minus^ in all. Prisoners of them were few, and none of much 
mark : two Fieldmarshals, Romer and Goldlein, lie among 
the dead; four more of that rank are wounded. Four 
standards too are gone; certain kettledrums and the like 
trophies, not in great number. Lieutenant-General Browne 
was of these retreating Austrians ; a little fact worth noting : 
of his actions this day, or of his thoughts (which latter 
surely must have been considerable), no hint anywhere. The 
Austrians were not much chased; though they might have 
been, — fresh Cavalry (two Ohlau regiments, drawn hither by 
the sound having hung about to rear of them, for some 
time past ; unable to get into the Fight, or to do any good 
till now. Schwerin, they say, though he had two wounds, 
was for pursuing vigorously: but Leopold of Anhalt over- 
persuaded him; urged the darkness, the uncertainty. Ber- 
lichingen, with their own Horse, still partly covered their 
rear ; and the Prussians, Ohlauers included, were but weak in 
that branch of the service. Pursuit lasted little more than 
two miles, and was never hot. The loss of men, on both 
sides, was not far from equal, and rather in favour of the 
Austrian side : — ^Austrians counted in killed, wounded and 
missing, 4,410 men; Prussians 4,613 ;2_but the Prussians 
bivouacked on the ground, or quartered in these Villages, 
with victory to crown them, and the thought that their hard 


1 Interestir:^ correct account of their movements and adventures this day and 
some previous days, in Nicolai, Anekdotetty ii. 142-148. 

* OrHch. i. 108; Kausler, p. 235, correct; Heldm-GmhichU, i. 895, in- 
correct. 
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diiyls-work had been ’vvell done. Besi<ieH Margraf Fritxlrieh, 
Volunteer from Holland, thei’e lay among tlie sliiin Colonel 

Count von Pincken.stoin (Old 'I'litor’s Son), King’s friemi from 
boyhood, and much loved. He wu.s of the six ■whom we mw 
consulting at the door at Ih'inshtTg, during a certain ague-fit; 
and he now rests silent here, while the matter haa only come 
thus far. 

Such was Mollwitz, the first Battle for Silesia; which had 
to cost many Battles first and last. Silesia will Im gained, 
we can expect, by fighting of this kind in an honest catiso. 
But here is something alrt'ady gainetl, which is i'oiij.idemhle, 
and about which there is no doubt. A new IMilit.iry Power, 
it would appear, has come upon the scene; the f5;i/.'tl<‘cr.and- 
Diplomatic world will have to make itself familiar with a 
name not much heard of hitherto among the Nations. ‘A 
Nation which can fight,’ think the Gaztiltcem ; ‘ flglit almost 
as the very Swedes did ; and is led on by its King too, who 
may prove, in his way, a very Charles XH., or small Maw- 
donia’s Madman, for aught one knows?’ In which latter 
branch of their prognostic the Gazetteers were much out,— - 

The Fame of this Battle, which is now so sunk out of 
memory, was great in Europe ; and struck, like a huge war- 
gong, with long resonance, through the general ear. M. de 
Voltaire had nin across to Lille in those Spring days ; there 
is a good Troop of Playcm in Lille; a Ni««, Madame Ihmis, 
wife of some Military Connuissariat Denis, imporlant in those 
parts, can lodge the divine Emili© and me ;~~-and one could 
at last see MoJiomet, after five years of struggling, get upon 
the boards, if not yet in Paris by a ^mt way, yet in IJlle, 
which is som<!lhitig. Mahomet is gt^tting upon ti^ Imrds on 
those terms; and has proccccli il, not amm, through m Act 
or two, when a Note from tlie King of I^mia was haml^ to 
Voltaire, mmouncing the victory of Mollwite. Which de- 
lightful Note Voltaire stopt the jHirformance till h« to 
the Audience • ‘ Bravissimo I ' answcrdl tih« Audience. * You 
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will see; said M. de Voltaire to the friends about him, 
‘this Piece at Mollwitz will make mine succeed:’ which 
proved to be the fact.^ For the French are Anti- Austrian ; 
and smell great things in the wind. ‘ That man is mad, 
your Most Christian Majesty?’ " Not quite ; or at any rate 
not mad only ! ’ think Louis and his Belleisles now. 

Dimly poring in those old Books, and squeezing one’s way 
into face-to-face view of the extinct Time, we begin to notice 
what a clangorous rumour was in Mollwitz to the then genera- 
tion of mankind ; — ^betokening many things ; universal Euro- 
pean War, as the first thing. Which duly came to pass ; as 
did, at a slower rate, the ulterior thing, not yet so apparent, 
that indeed a new hour had struck on the Time Horologe, 
that a new Epoch had risen. Yes, my friends. New Charles 
XII. or not, here truly has a new Man and King come upon 
the scene : capable perhaps of doing something ? Slumberous 
Europe, rotting amid its blind pedantries, its lazy hypocrisies, 
conscious and unconscious : this man is capable of shaking it 
a little out of its stupid refuges of lies, and ignominious wrap- 
pages and bed-clothes, which will be its grave-clothes other- 
wise ; and of intimating to it, afar off, that there is still a 
Veracity in Things, and a Mendacity in Sham-Things, and 
that the difference of the two is infinitely more considerable 
than was supposed. 

This Mollwitz is a most deliberate, regulated, ponderously 
impressive (gramtdtisch) Feat of Arms, as the reader sees ; 
done all by Regulation methods, with orthodox exactitude ; 
in a slow, weighty, almost pedantic, but highly irrefragable 
manner. It is the triumph of Prussian Discipline ; of 
military orthodoxy well put in practice : the honest outcome 
of good natural stuff in those Brandenburgers, and of the 
supreme virtues of Drill. Neipperg and his Austrians had 
much despised Prussian soldiering: ‘Keep our soup hot,’ 
cried they, on running out this day to rank themselves ; ‘ hot 
a little, till we drive these fellows to the Devil ! ’ That was 
^ Voltaire (Euvras ( Fie Frwie)^ iL 74 . 
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their opinion, about noon this day : but that is an opinion 
they have renounced for all remaining days and years. — It is 
a Victory due properly to Friedrich Wilhelm and the Old 
Dessauer, who are far away from it. Friedrich Wilhelm, 
though dead, fights here, and the others only do his bidding 
on this occasion. His Son, as yet, adds nothing of his own ; 
though he will ever henceforth begin largely adding, — right 
careful withal to lose nothing, for the Friedrich Wilhelm 
contribution is invaluable, and the basis of everything : — but 
it is curious to see in what contrast this first Battle of Fried- 
rich’s is with his latter and last ones 

Considering the Battle of Mollwitz, and then, in contrast, 
the intricate Pragmatic Sanction, and what their consequences 
were and their antecedents, it is curious once more ! This, 
then, is what the Pragmatic Sanction has come to ? Twenty 
years of world- wide diplomacy, cunningly- devised spider- 
threads overnetting all the world, have issued here. Your 
Congresses of Cambray, of Soissons, your Grumkow-Secken- 
dorf Macchiavelisms, all these might as well have lain in their 
bed. Real Pragmatic Sanction would have been, A well- 
trained Army and your Treasury full. Your Treasury is 
empty (nothing in it but those foolish 200,000 English 
guineas, and the passionate cry for more) : and your Army is 
not trained as this Prussian one ; cannot keep its ground 
against this one. Of all those long-headed Potentates, 
simple Friedrich Wilhelm, son of Nature, who had the 
honesty to do what Nature taught him, has come out gainer. 
You all laughed at him as a fool : do you begin to see now 
who was wise, who fool ? He has an Army that ‘ advances 
on you with glittering musketiy, steady as on the parade- 
ground, and pours out fire like one continuous thunder-peal ; ’ 
so that, strange as it seems, you find there will actually be 
nothing for you but- — ^taking to your heels, shall we say ? — 
rolling off with d^patch, as second-best ! These things art 
of singular omen. Here stands one that will avenge IHedric^^ 
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Wilhelm^ — Friedrich Wilhelm were not already sufficiently 
avenged by the mere verdict of facts, which is palpably 
coming out, as Time peels the wiggeries away from them 
more and more. Mollwitz and such places are full of 
veracity ; and no head is so thick as to resist conviction in 
that kind. 

Of FriedrkK 8 Disappearance into Fairyland^ in the Interim; 
and of Maupertuis" s similar Adventure 

Of the King’s Flight, or sudden disappearance into Fairy- 
land, during this first Battle, the King himself, who alone 
could have told us fully, maintained always rigorous silence, 
and nowhere drops the least hint. So that the small fact has 
come down to us involved in a great bulk of fabulous cob- 
webs, mostly of an ill-natured character, set a-going by 
Voltaire, Valori and others (which fabulous process, in the 
good-natured form, still continues itself) ; and, except for 
Nicolai’s good industry (in his AneJcdoten-'Book)^ we should 
have difficulty even in guessing, not to say understanding, 
as is now partly possible. The few real particulars, — and 
those do verify themselves, and hang perfectly together, when 
the big globe of fable is burnt off from them, — are to the 
following effect. 

‘ Battle lost,’ said Schwerin ; ^ but what is the loss of a 
Battle to that of your Majesty’s own Person ? For Heaven’s 
sake, go ; get across the Oder ; be you safe, till this decide 
itself i ’ That was reasonable counsel. If defeated, Schwerin 
can hope to retreat upon Ohlau, upon Breslau, and save the 
Magazines. This side the Oder, all will be movements, a 
whirlpool of Hussars ; but beyond the Oder, all is quiet, 
open. To Ohlau, to Glogau, nay, home to Brandenburg and 
the Old Dessauer with his Camp at Gottin, the road is free, 
by the other side of the Oder.-^--Schwmn and Prince Leopold 
urging him, the King did ride away; at what hour, with 
what suite, or with what adventures (not mostly fabulous) is 
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not known : — but it wns towarcia I/iwon, fifloon miloa <»ff 
(where he crossed Neissc River, the other day); aiwi tlieiiee 
towards Oppcln, on the Oder, eighteen niilea farllier; and tlui 
pace was swift. Leopohl, on rcHection, ordered off 11 Squadron 
of Gens d’ Amies to overtake hi.s Miijt>aty, at laiwen t»r sooner ; 
which they never did. Ihissing Fampitz, tiio King tiirew 
Fredersdorf a word, who was among the baggage there : * 'i'o 
Oppeln ; bring the rursc, the Privy Writings !’ Wiiieh 
Fredersdorf, and the ClerkvS (and another Herr, wlio iRwame 
Nicolai’s Fatlier-in-Iaw in after years) did ; and joined Uie 
King at Liiwen ; but I Iiope stopped tlicre. 

The King’s suite was sinall, names not given ; but by the 
time he got to Ijiiwen, being joined by wvalry fugitive;; and 
the like, it hod got to be seventy persons ; too many for the 
King. He selected what was his of them ; onlered the gates 
to be shut behind him on all otheni, and again nwle away. 
The I^eopold Sciuodron of Gens d’Armes di<l not arrive till 
after his departure ; and having here lost trac*» of him, mllifd 
halt, and billeted for the night. The King sperds silently to 
Oppeln on his excellent bay horse, the worse-mounted gradu- 
ally giving in. At Oppcln is a Bridge over the Oder, a 
free Country beyond : R«-gl«m‘nl 1 .* Motte lay, and as the 
King thinks, still lies in Oppeln { — but in that he is mis- 
taken. Regiment Ia Motte is witK the baggage at Pampitr., 
all this day ; and a wandi'iing Hussar l*arty, soino sixty 
Austrians, have taken posscHsion of Oppcln. llm King, 
and the few who had not yet broken down, arrive at the gate 
of Oppeln, late, under cloud of night: ‘Who goes?* cried 
the sentry from within. ‘ Prussians I A Prussian Courier f’ 
answer they — and are fired upon through the ‘'ml lug', { and 
immediately draw back, and vanish unhurt into Night again. 
‘Hod those Hussars only let him in P said Austria after- 
wards : but they had not such luck. It was at this point, 
according to Valori, that the King bunt forth into audibk 
ejaculations of a lamentable mtmw. b no getting 

over, then, even to Brandcnlmrg, and in an iaidlwiot «n- 
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dition. Not open insolvency and hanknipt disgrace; no^ 
ruin, and an Austrian jail, is the one outlook. Oh rmn 
J)ku^ 0 C5od, it is too nuich (c\n eM tmp)V with other the 
like snatches of lamentation;^ whicli are not ineoiiceivahle 
in a young man, sleepless for the third night, in these cir- 
cumstances ; but which Valori kiunvs nothing of, except 
by malicious rumour from tim valet class, who have 
misinformed Valori about several other points. 

The King riding diligently, with or without ejaculations, 
back towards Lowen, comes at an early hour to the Mill of 
Ililhersdorf, within a mile^aruldialf of that place. lie alights 
at the Mill ; sends one of his attendants, almost tlie only one 
now left, to impure what is in Lowen, The answer, we know, 
is: ‘A s(iuadron of (lens <l''Armes there; furtluTinore, a 
Prussian Axljtrtant come to say, Victory at .Molhvit/- V Upon 
which the King mmmtH again issues into diuliglit, and 
concludes these mythic^.! adventures. That * in liiwen, in 
the shop at the corner of the Marketpliux*, Wixtow Panzem, 
Bubsecpiently Wife SonK‘thingM‘ls<% made his Majesiy a cup of 
coffee, and served a roast fowl along witli it," cannot but be 
welcome ncws^if true; and that Uris Majesty got to MoHwilr, 
again before dark that same day,"*^ is liatjfe to no controversy. 
In this way was Priedrich snatched by 'Morgan! e into 
Fairyland, carried by Diana to the top of Piiidus (or eveii by 
Proserpine to Tartarus, through a had sixteen hours), till 
the Battle-whirlwind subsided, Fritnully iuL'iginalivo spirits 
would, in the antique time, have to construed it: hut these 
moderns were malicious-valetkh, not friendly; and ^\'r^^p{)cd 
the matter in mere stupi<l worlds of cobweb, which TOjiiire 
burning. Friedrich himself waa stone-silent on this nialliT, 
all his life after; but it understowl never cpnlci to have 
pardoned Schwerin for the ill-luck of giving him such advice-* 

^ Valori, i 104. • Fttclw, p. in 

® Nicoki, il iSo-195 one trucsccount) ? L 194 ; Valori, 1 104; 

etc,, «tc. (the myth in vtrioiw stages). Most fllitmctedly mythical of all, with 
tht truth clear before it, if the kfcit version, just come out, la Ifiw M 
Sfkksim^mm Mu (Briig, llStek 
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Frieclrich\s adventure is not the only one of that kiinl at 
Mollwitz; there is another CHiunlly indubitahle, whirli will 
remain obscure, half-mythical to tin* end of the worhl The 
truth is, that Right Wing of the Prussian Army was falkai 
chaotic, ruined ; and no man, not even one wlu» had seen 
it, can give account of what went on there* sage 

Maui)ertuis, for emmple, had climbed some tret* or jdaee iif 
impregiiahility (Hree’ Voltaire calls it, though that is lianlly 
probable), hoping to see the Battle there* And he did see 
it, much too clearly at last ! In su<*h a title of charging 
and chasing, on that Right Wing and round all the h'iidil in 
the Prussian rear; in such wide l)I(*kering and boiling of 

Horsci-currenls,- 'Avliich fling out, round all the Prussian rear 

quarters, such a spray of Austrian Ilusnara for one eleniiuttr— 
Maupertuis, I have no doubt, wishes much lie were at home* 
doing his sines and tangents. An Austrian Hussar party gets 
sight of him, on his tree or other slamipuiut (\*o!laire sayi 
elsewhere he was mounted on an ass, llm nmlietcaw spirit !)«— 
too certain, tlie Austrian Hussars got sight i>( liiiu : liis piiiw* 
gold watch, all he has of movable is given fmnkty ; all will 
not do, Tliere are frills about the man, fine Iiim, cloth ; a 
goodish yellow wig on him, for one thing tlanr Htaviude 
dialect, too fatally intelligible by the pantomime otT'ornpHuV' 
ing it, forces sage Mim]H‘rluis from his Im- or i.luiiilj.nitit ; 
the big red face flurried into scarlet, I can fancy ; or scfirlet 
and ashy-white mixed; and — Ixft us draw a veil t»vcr ill 
He is next seen sliirtless, the once very haughty, bln- ten, and 
now much-humiliated man; still conscious of supreme aeima-n, 
insight and pure science ; mid, tlumgh an Austrian prisoner 
and a monster of rags, struggling to believe that he is a 
gmiius and the Ti ismcgisius of mankind. Wlmt a pickle I 
The sage Maupertuis, as was natural, keeps pussitmaicly 
asking, of gods and men, for an Officer with some tincture of 
philosophy, or even who could sjieak French. Such Offl«r is 
at last found; humanely advances him money, a diirt and 
suit of clothas ; but cmi in no wise tllsjiensc wiili his gidug to 
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Vienna as prisoner. Thither wut still iij ^ 

mythical condition. Of Voliaire^n ilirre no end; 

and he changes the myth front tittte ttt on now rumours 
coming ; and there is no truth hit. Iind from liiind 

Thus much is certain : at Vieitn% MiuijHninis^ priHoner on 
parole, glided about for some time in decjt tnitpstn till the 
Newspapers began babbling of him. lie ermfrsHod Unm that 
he was Maupertuis, Flattener of the lyirth ; but for the rest, 
Hold rather a blind story alnml himseyV Ilolfmstm; 
spoke as if he had been of the KingV sidle, ‘riiliitg with the 
King,’ when that Hussar acciikmt hefe! raf her ii blind 
story, true story being too sath The Vienna Siot-rriyjilii’s, in 
the turn things had taken, mm o?&trcnnely kiiut ; (*riind4)idit! 
Frans5 handsomely pulled out iii^i own wateti, heuriiig what 
road the Maupertuis one had gone i dismisHtai the Mao jiertuis, 
with that and other gifts, home:— to llriitnny (not to 
Prussia), till times caJmed for cui»;ranJn;.;- Hm* Scieiicts.® 

On Wednesday, Friedrich writeii this Note to Ids Sister; 
the first utterance we have from him niticc those wild roamings 
about Oppcln and llilhcn'sdorf Mill : 


£inff to WUhelmhm (at Baireutli ; two ckyn after Mollwit/) 

♦OWwn Itlli A|»ril mt 

MAEist SiiTKE,*-! have the witiiifketleiii tci Infiiritt yiiii lhat 
have yesterday* (day before yesterday ; hut Mime af %m liaw iiiily Iwil omi 
sleep 1) totally beaten the Austrian They liavt Icwt iimrt iltwi SAMKI 
men, killed, wounded and prisont^m, Wm Imvt lo»t frltiit# l•Vl«iriril, 
Brother of Margraf Karl ; Oeneral Scliulenbiirifp Warteii*lisb#n of tlie 
Carabineers, and many other OfflciCT. Out «||ii inlriirlti; and 

the result shows as much. It wm on# of the rndiiit llitllw teiif lit wltliin 
memory of man. 


Voltaire, CSm^gi ( Fm /Wo/#), li 33..4 1 iy^ im hit l$mm' im mmt mA$ 

after the event. 

** i 90a 5 R#biii»on*i Btaptcl •»! April iy4n 

K.s.) ; VoMrt, nbi suprL r 1 
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am sure you will take part in this happmes:=i ; and that you will not 
doubt of the tenderness with which 1 am, my dearest Sister/— Youra 
wholly, — ^F^DiiiRio. ^ 

And on the same day there comes, from Breslau, Jordan’s 
Answer to the late anxious little Note from Pogarell ; 
anxieties now gone, and smoky misery changed into splendour 
of flame : 


Jordan to the King (finds him at Ohiau) 

* Breslau, 11th April 1741. 

'Sire, — Y esterday I was in terrible alarms. The sound of the cannon 
heard, the smoke of powder visible from the steeple-tops here ; all led us 
to suspect that there was a Battle going on. Glorious confirmation of it 
this morning! Nothing but rejoicing among all the Protestant inhabi- 
tants ; who had begun to be in apprehension, from the rumours which 
the other party took pleasure in spreading. Persons who were in the 
Battle cannot enough celebrate the coolness and bravery of your Majesty. 
For myself, I am at the overflowing point. 1 have run about all day, 
announcing this glorious news to the Berliners who are here. In my 
life I have never felt a more peifect satisfaction. 

'M. de Camas is here, very ill for the last two days ; attack of fever: 
the Doctor hopes to bring him through," — which proved beyond the 
Doctor : the good Camas died here three days hence (age sixty- three) ; 
an excellent German Frenchman, of much sense, dignity and honesty ; 
familiar to Friedrich from infancy onwards, and no doubt regretted by 
him as deserved. The Widow Camas, a fine old Lady, German by birth, 
will again come in view. Jordan continues : 

'One finds, at the corner of every street, an orator of the Plebs 
celebrating the warlike feats of your Majesty^s troops. I have often, in 
my idleness, assisted at these discourses : not artistic eloquence, it must 
be owned, but spurting rude from the heart." * * 

Jordan adds in his next Note : 'This morning (14th) I quitted M. de 
Camas ; who, it is thought, cannot last the day, I have hardly left him 
during his illness : " ® — and so let that scene close. 

Neipperg, meanwhile, had fallen back on Neisse ; taken up 
a strong encampment in that neighbourhood ; he lies there- 
^abouts all summer ; stretched out, as it were, in a kind of 
vigilant dog-sl^p on the threshold, keeping watch over Neisse, 

^ (MuvreSf xxvii. i. loi, ® CEuvrts tk FrSdkiCt xvii, 99 . 
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and tries fighting no more at this time, or indeed ever after, 
to speak of. And always, I ilnnk, with disfulvantiige, when 
he does try a liLllt*, lie had lK*en (lnind*J)uke Franzls Ikitor 
in War-matiers ; had got into trouble at Belgrad once before, 
ami was almost, hanged by tlie Turks, (Jeorge n. hacl 
occasionally the benefit of him, in coming years. Be not too 
severe on the ptna man, as the Vienna piddic was ; he had 
some faculty, though not enough, {governor of Luxemlmrg,'’ 
before long: there, for most part, lei him peacefully drill, ami 
spend the remainder of Ids poor life. Friedrich says, neitlier 
Neipj)erg nor himself, at this time, knew tlie least of War ; 
and that it would he hard to settle wdnch of them made tlm 
more blunders in tlieir Silesian tussle. 

Friedrich, in about three weeks hence, was fully reiuly for 
opening trenches upon Brieg; did open iRmcln^H, m't'onlingly, 
by moonlight, in a grand nocturnal manner (as readers shall 
see anon); and, by vigorous tmniunuidinge'-”'^Iareclud de 
Belleisle having come, by this time, to enjoy the fine spectacle. 
^ — soon got possession of Brieg, and lieki it thenceforlli. 
Neisse now alone remained, with Xcdpperg vigilantly stretched 
upon the threshold of it. But the Marcchid de Btdleisle, we 
my, had come; that wiis the weighty circumslnnce. And 
before Neisse can be thought of, there i» a whole Europe 
bickering aloft into conflict; embattling itself from end to 
end, in setjuel of Mollwite Battle; and such a pnd'iminary sea 
of negotiating, diplomatic finessing, pul.scTreling, projt'vling 
and palavering, with Friedrich for centre all summm*, as—M I 
wish readers could imagine without my Npcnlvingof it farther I 
But they cannoi 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE BHRSTING-FORTH OF BEDLAMS: BELLEISLE AND 
THE BKE AKERS OF PRAGMATIC SANCTION 

The Battle of Mollwitz went off like a signal-shot among 
the Nations ; intimating that they were, one and all, to go 
battling. Which they did, with a witness ; making a ter- 
rible thing of it, over all the world, for above seven years 
to come. Foolish Nations ; doomed to settle their jarring 
accounts in that terrible manner ! Nay, the fewest of them 
had any accounts, except imaginary ones, to settle there at 
all ; and they went into the adventure gratis^ spurred-on by 
spectralities of the sick brain, by phantasms of hope, phan- 
tasms of terror ; and had, strictly speaking, no actual business 
in it whatever. 

Not that Mollwitz kindled Europe ; Europe was already 
kindled for some two years past ; — especially since the late 
Xaiser died, and his Pragmatic Sanction was superadded to 
the other troubles afoot. But ever since that Image of 
Jenkins's Ear had at last blazed-up in the slow English 
brain, like a fiery constellation or Sign in the Heavens, sym- 
bolic of such injustices and unendurabilities, and had lighted 
the Spanish- English War, Europe was slowly but pretty 
surely taking fire. France ^ could not see Spain humbled,*’ 
she said : England (in its own dim feeling, and also in the 
fact of things) could not do at all without considerably 
humbling Spain. France, endlessly interested in that Spanish- 
English matter, was already sending out fleets, firing shots, — 
almost, or altogether, putting forth her hand in it. ‘ In 
which case, will not, must not, Austria help us ? ’ thought 
England, — and was asking, daily, at Vienna (with intense 
earnestness, but without the least result), through Excellency 
Robinson there, when the late Kaiser died. Died, poor 
gentleman; — and left his big Austrian Heritages lying, as 
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it were, in tiu; open inarket-plnce ; clalxmitfly lied In- iliplo- 
matic packlhrend anti Pragmatic: Simciion ; hut not oUiorwise 
proleolc'd against the assomhlotl <-iipidi!ics of mankind ! In- 
dependently of Molhvitu, or of Silesia alhjgelher, it was next 
to impossible that EnroiKi eouid long avoid blazing out ; 
especially unless the Spanish Mnglisli (juarrel gcjt (pienched, 
of which there was no likelihood. 

But if not as eans(', then as signal, or as signal anti cause 
together (which it properly was), the Battle of Mollwitz gave 
the linishing stroke, and set all in motion. 'I’his was ‘ the 
little stone hroken loose from the mountain''; this, rather 
than the late Kaiser'’s Dcatij, which Frk'dricln delincd in that 
manner. Or at least, this was the first leap it took ; hitliiig 
other stones big ami little, which again hit others with their 
leaping and roiling,— till the whole mountain-side is in motion 
under law of gravity, and you behold one wide stone-torrent 
thumh'ring towards the valleys; shivering wtMHis,’ farms, habi- 
tations clean away with it: fiital to any Image of <''oinposite 
Clay and Brass wliicb it may meet ! 

There is, accordin<';!y, from this point, a change in Fricil- 
rich’s Silesian Adventure ; wliich becomes infinitely more eom- 
plieated for Inm, • and for those that write of him, no less ! 
Frieclrich'’8 bumness hcneefiirth is not to be done by tfireet 
fighting, but rather by waiting to sec how, and on what side, 
others will fight : nor cm we descrilie or umierstaud Fried- 
rich’s business, except as in connexion with Ilje immense, 
obsolete, and indeed delirious Phenomenon caileii Auslrian- 
Succession War, upon which it is diflicnlt to say any human 
word. If History, driven upon Dismal Swamp with its horrors 
and peril.s, can get across unsunk, she will te lucky ! 

For, directly on the back of Mollwitz, there ensued, first, 
an explosion of Diplomatic activity such as was never seen 
before ; Excellencies from the four winds taking wing towartls 
Friedrich; and talking and insinmitltig, and fencing and 
fugling, after their sort, in that Silaiiaa Owtnp of his, the 
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centre being there. A universal rookery of Diplomatists ; — 
whose loud cackle and cawing is now as if gone mad to us ; 
their work wholly fallen putrescent and avoidable, dead to all 
creatures. And secondly, in the train of that, there ensued 
a universal European War ; the French and the English 
being chief parties in it ; which abounds in battles and feats 
of arms, spirited but delirious, and cannot be got stilled for 
seven or eight years to come ; and in which Eriedidch and 
his War swim only as an intermittent Episode henceforth. 
What to do with such a War ; how extricate the Episode, 
and leave the War lying ? The War was at first a good deal 
mad ; and is now, to men’s imagination, fallen wholly so ; 
who indeed have managed mostly to forget it ; only the 
Episode (reduced thereby to an ^intelligible state) retaining 
still some claims on them. 

It is singular into what oblivion the huge Phenomenon 
called Austrian-Succession War has fallen ; which, within a 
hundred years ago or little more, filled all mortal hearts ! 
The English were principals on one side ; did themselves fight 
in it, with their customary fire, and their customary guidance 
(‘ courageous Wooden Pole with Cocked Hat,’ as our friend 
called it); and paid all the expenses, which were extremely 
considerable, and are felt in men’s pockets to this day : but 
the English have more completely forgotten it than any other 
People. ‘ Battle of Dettingen, Battle of Eontenoy, — what, in 
the Devil’s name, were we ever doing there ? ’ the impatient 
Englishman asks ; and can give no answer, except the general 

one : ‘ Fit of insanity ; Delirhim Tremens, perhaps Furens ; 

don’t think of it] ’ Of Philippi and Arbela educated Eng- 
lishmen can render account ; and I am told young gentlemen 
entering the Army are pointedly required to say who com- 
manded at Aigos-Potamos and wrecked the Peloponnesian 
War : but of Dettingen and Fontenoy, where is the living 
Englishman that has the least notion, or seeks for any ? The 
Austrian-Succession War did veritably rage for eight yeaas, 
at a terrific rate, deforming the face of Earth and Hearen; 
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the English paying the piper always, and founding their 
National Debt thereby; — ^but not even that could prove 
mnemonic to them ; and they have dropped the Austrian- 
Succession War, with one accord, into the general dust-bin, 
and are content it should lie there. They have not, in their 
language, the least approach to an intelligible account of it : 
How it went on, whitherward, whence ; why it was there at 
all, — are points dark to the English, and on which they do 
not wish to be informed. They have quitted the matter, as 
an unintelligible huge English-and-Foreign Delirium (which 
in good part it was) ; Delirium unintelligible to them ; 
tedious, not to say in parts, as those of the Austrian Sub- 
sidies, hideous and disgusting to them ; — happily now fallen 
extinct ; and capable of being skipped, in one’s inquiries into 
the wonders of this England and this World. Which, in fact, 
is a practical conclusion not so unwise as it looks. 

^Wars are not memorable,' says Sauerteig, ^however big they may 
have been, whatever rages and miseries they may have occasioned, or 
however many hundreds of thousands they may have been the death of, 
— except when they have something of World-History in them withal. 
If they are found to have been the travail-throes of great or considerable 
changes, which continue permanent in the world, men of some curiosity 
cannot but inquire into them, keep memory of them. But if they were 
travail-throes that had no birth, who of mortals would remember them ? 
Unless perhaps the feats of prowess, virtue, valour and endurance, they 
might accidentally give rise to, were very great indeed. Much greater 
than the most were, which came out in that Austrian-Succession case ! 
Wars otherwise are mere futile transitory dust-whirlwinds stilled in 
blood ; extensive fits of human insanity, such as we know are too apt to 
break out; — such as it rather beseems a faithful Son of the House of 
Adam Tiot to speak about again ; as in houses where the grandfather was 
hanged, the topic of ropes is fitly avoided. 

^ Never again will that War, with its deliriums, mad outlays of blood, 
treasure, and of hope and terror, and far-spread human destruction, rise 
into visual life in any imagination of living man. In vain shall Dryas- 
dust strive, things mad, chaotic and without ascertainable purpose or 
result, cannot be fixed into human memories. Fix them there by never 
so many Documentary Histories, elaborate long-eared Pedantries, and 
cunning threads, the poor human memory has an alchemy against such 
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ill usage it forgets tliom again ; grown to know them m m inert 
torpor, a stupidity and horror, ainl instiiietivtly from Dryiwdtwt 
and them/ 

Alive to any considerable degree, in the fwor huiiinn 
imagination, this Editor docs not expect or even vvi.sh the 
Austrian-Succession War to 1)0. Enough for him if it <-ouId 
be understood sidlieiently to render hi.s jjoor History of 
Friedrich intelligible, h’or it enwraps I'Viedrich like a world- 
vortex henceforth ; modifies every step of his exisU’iiee heiiee- 
forth ; and apturt from it, there is no uiulerstanding of Ids 
business or him. ‘ So much as sticks to Eriecirieh : ’ timt was 
our original bargain 1 A.ssist loyally, O muler, and we will 
try to make the indispensable a minimum for you. 

W/io WM to ihmefor the AustrimiSitccemon War f 

The first point to be noted is, Where dkl it ctriginatef 
To which the answer mainly is, With that lean Gentiwimn 
whom we saw with Papers in the <Eil-de-B<nuf on Newyear’# 
day last. With Monseigneur the Mardchal de BelMale prin- 
cipally; with tlie ambitious <u[)idili<‘s and hasciws vanities 
of the French Court and Nation, as represented by Belleisb. 
George ii.’s Spanish War, if you will exandm-, IumI a itsU 
necessity in it Jenkins’s Ear was tho ridicultais outsMb 
figure this matter had : Jenkins's l?ar was one fjjml item of 
it ; but the poor English Peojde, in their wrath and hellow- 
ings about that small item, were intrinsically nteaning! 
‘Settle the account; let us have that account cl.Mr.d up and 
liquidated ; it has Iain too long ! ’ And seldom were a People 
more in the right, as readera shall yet see. 

“Ihe Enghsh-Spanish War had a basis to stand on in this 
Universe. The like had the Pinssiau-Austrian one; m all 
men now admit. If Friedrich had not businwi there, what 
man ever had in an enterprise he ventured on? Eri diah, 
after such trial and proof as has seldom b€«n, got h|b riiumt 
on Schlesien allowed by the Deetiniei. His okfnte on 

vot. xv. 


X 
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Schlesien ; — and on infinitely higher things ; which were found 
to be his and his Nation’s, though he had not been consciously 
thinking of them in making that adventure. For, as my 
poor Friend insists, there are Laws valid in Earth and in 
Heaven ; and the great soul of the world is just. Friedrich 
had business in this War ; and Maria Theresa versus Friedrich 
had likewise cause to appear in court, and do her utmost 
pleading against him. 

But if we ask. What Belleisle or France and Louis xv. 
had to do there ? the answer is rigorously, Nothing. Their 
own windy vanities, ambitions, sanctioned not by fact and the 
Almighty Powers, but by phantasm and the babble of Ver- 
sailles ; transcendent self-conceit, intrinsically insane ; , pre- 
tensions over their fellow-creatures which were without basis 
anywhere in Nature, except in the French brain alone : it 
was this that brought Belleisle and France into a German 
War. And Belleisle and France having gone into an Anti- 
Pragmatic War, the unlucky George and his England were 
dragged into a Pragmatic one, — quitting their own business, 
on the Spanish Main, and hurrying to Germany, — ^in terror 
as at Doomsday, and zeal to save the Keystone of Nature 
there. That is the notable point in regard to this War : 
That France is to be called the author of it, who, alone of 
all the parties, had no business there whatever. And the 
wages due to France for such a piece of industry, — the 
reader will yet see what wages France and the other parties 
got, at the tail of the affair. For that too is apparent in 
our day. 

We have often said, the Spanish-English War was itself 
likely to have kindled Europe ; and again Friedrich’s Silesian 
War was itself likely, — France being nearly sure to interfere. 
But if both these Wars were necessary ones, and if France 
interfered in either of them on the wrong side, the blame will 
be to France, not to the necessary Wars, France could, in 
no way, have interfered in a more barefacedly unjust and 
gratuitous manner than she now did ; nor, on any terms, have 
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so palpably iiuule herself the aiilhor of the conll.i'fr.i! ion <if 
deliriums that ensued for above Seven years heueeforlh. Nay, 
for above Twenty yeara, — the settlement of lhi.s Silesian 
Pragmatic- Autipragniatio matter (and of Jenkins's Ear, in- 
cidentally, ahnff with this!) not liaving fairly completed 
itself till 1763. 

How Belleish miuk to TeutschUinU ; and there wm no ^fit 
Henri/ the Foider to welcome him 

It is very wrong to keep Enchanted Wiggeries silting in 
this world, as if they were things still alive ! By a sjawies of 
‘ conservatism, ’ which gets praised in our Time, but which 
is only a slothful cowardice, base iudiircrence to truth, and 
hatred to trouble in comparison with lies that sit tjuiid, men 
now extensively practise this method of jirocedtim ; little 
dreaming how bad and fatal it at all times is. When the 
brains are out, things really ought to die ; no matter what 
lovely things they were, and still afleel to be, the brains being 
out, they actually ought in all eases to die, and with their 
best speed get buried. Men had noses, at one time; and 
smelt the horror of a deceased reality fallen putrid, of a once 
dear verity become mendacitats, phantasmal ; but liiey have, 
to an immense degree, lost tliat organ sinw, and are now 
living comfortably cheek by -jowl with lies. Lies of that wd 
‘conservative’ kind,— and indecti of ail kintls wbid-Mievcr: 
for that kind is a general mother ; anti hreedsi, with a feentuUf v 
that is appalling, did you heed it much ! - - 

It was pity that the ‘Holy Romish Reich, Teutsch by 
Nation,’ had not got itself buried some agtss beFoiis. Onw it 
had brains and life, but now they were out. Under the iway 
of Barbarosaa, under' our old awti-dmotie friend Henry the 
Fowler, how different Irad it bwu ! No field for a JBelIey« 
to come and sow tares in; no rotten tlmteh for a French 
Sungod to go sailing about in the middle of, and set fir® to ! 
Henry, when the ITimgarian Pan-Sl»vonio Sacngcrv mhm 
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upon him, h.'u! gtft iv-utv in iim iniwim ; wul ft umnsy <log 

was tlu‘ ‘ trihiile' iu' il.'ivt* them ; hv the «liu* extent 

of broken erowns, sim-e they wouki not la* content with that. 
That was the < 1 ih> of Helleisle too, hail there J»een a Henry 
to meet him with it, on liis missini; Hie marehes, in 'I'rier 
Country, in Spriiiff 1741 : ‘'Hiere. you lumirhir Cpholstery- 
Belus, 'faneyiii}' ymmself (hnl of tlie Sim ; thi're is what 
Teutsehlaud owes you. (Jo liomc with Uml ; iu«i mind your 
own business, which I am told is jdeulifnl. if ytm had eye 
for it!’ 

But the sad truUi is, for above Four tViit lines now, and 
espeeially for 'I’lnw, since little Kaiser Kiirl iv. ‘gave away 
all tlie moneys of it,’ in his pressing oeea hms, this Holy 
Romish Reich, 'Fentseh by Nation, ha.s b-eii more and ever 
more becoming an iiuaginary ([uaniilN ; the Kuim r .hip of it 
not capable of Iwing worn by anyl.edy, exn-pl a Hapshurgi-r 
who had resources otherwise his own. The fact is palpahle. 
And Austria, an Anti-Refommtiim Entity, • conservatlvo ’ in 
that bail sense, of slotbfnlly abbuning trouble in eompari.son 
with lies, had not found the poison more malmiorous in this 
partienlar than in many others. And had cherished its 
‘Holy Romish Reich’ grown MJiholy, ph nl: iod. like so 
much else in Austrian things ; anti had held firm grip of it, 
these Three Hundreti years; mwi found it a furthereome and 
suitable thing, though sensible it was more and more Inxiom- 
ing an Enchanteti Wiggery pure and 8irn|iS0. Nor have the 
conseciucnces failed; they never do. Ikdleisle, liOUts xjv., 
Henri ii., Fran(|*ois i. ; it is long since the French have known 
this state of matter*; and been in tlie l»bit of bnakin*; in 
upon it, fomenting internal discontents, e; -Hing up unjust 
■Wars, — with or without advantage to Fratias, hut with end- 
less disadvantage to Germany. Schmalkaldic War ; Thirty- 
Years War ; Louis xrv.’s Wa», which brought Alsace and 
the other fine cuttings; late Polish-Election War, and its 
Lorraine ; Austrian -Succession War : many are the war* 
kindled on poor Teutschland by neighl«>iir F«nc« ; and large 
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is the sum of -woes to Europe and to it, chargenhlo to tliat 
score. Which appears even yet not to he c'(i!nj)!t li'il ? . 

Perhaps not, even yet. For it is the penalty «>f hein^i loyal 
to Enchanted Wiggorics; of living checlc-hy-jowl with litw of 
a peaceable quality, and atufling your noslrils, and .searing 
your soul, against the accursed odour they all have ! ■ For I 
can assure you the curse of Heaven does dwell in one and all 
of them ; and the son of Adam cannot too soon get quit of 
their bad partnership, cost him what it may. 

'Belleisle’s Journey as Sungod began in March, — ‘end of 
March 1741,’ no date of a day to be had for that memonthh? 
thing : — and he went gyrating about through the German 
Courts, for almost a year afterwards ; his courae rather erratic, 
but always in a splendour as of Belus, with those Hnndml- 
and-thirty French Lords and Valets, and the glory of .ttost 
Christian King irradinting him. Very diligent for the fimt 
six months, till Septomher or October next, which we may 
call his seed-time-, and by no mean.s resting after tiine or 
twelve month.s, while the harrowing and hoeing went on. In 
January 1742, ho had the great satisfaction to see a Bavarian 
Kaiser got, instead of an Austrian ; and everywhere the fruit 
of his diligent husbandry begin to heard fairly above ground, 
into a crop of facts (like armed men frotti dragon’s teeth), 
and ‘the pleasure of the’— rc/«»n was it the pleasuw of? 

‘ prosper in his hands.’ Bcllei.slc was a pretty man ; hut I 
doubt it was not ‘ the I.ord ’ he was doing the pleasure of, 
this occasion, but a very Difhu’C'iit P<*r.s(>uj(ge, disguiiied to 
resemble him in poor Bellcwlc’s eyes ! 

Austria was not dangi'rous to Franco in late times, ami 
now Imt of all; how far from it, — humbled by tluj Iom of 
Lorraine; and now as it were huikrupl, itself in' danger from 
all the world. And France, so f/ir as express I’renties conltl 
bind a Nation, was bound to maintain Austria in its present 
possessions. The bitter loss of I^orrains had been sweefete d 
to the late Kaiser by that solitary drop of cHinsolation 
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Uis Failure of a Life had been, poor man ; ‘ Failure the raoRt 
of me has been; but I have got rrngmatii- Sanction, thanks 
to Heaven, and even h’rnnee ImsHigncti it !’ Loss of Lorraine, 
loss of Klsass, loss of the 'ritree HiRhopricks ; Hiuce Karl v.’s 
times, not to speak of earlier, there has been mere loss on 
loss : — and now is the time to eonsinnnmte it, tldnk Belleisle 
and France, in spite of 'rreaties, 

I'ownrds humbling or extingiiishing Austria, Bell<*isle has 
two preliminary tilings to tlo: Flynt, Break the Pragmatic 
Hanction, and get everybody to break it ; (iuide the 

KakcnMlil (Election of a Kaiser), so tlmt it issue, not in 
(Irand-Dtike Franz, Maria 'Pheresa's Husband, as all expect it 

will, lint in aiiotber party friendly to France : say in Karl 

Albert of Bavaria, whose Family have long l«*eii g(Kid clients 
of onrs, d(‘|H‘n(lent on us for a living in the Political World. 
Belleisle, there is little <ioubt, hiul from the fimt cast his eye 
on this unlucky Karl Alliert for Kaiser ; but is uncertain as 
to carrying him. Belleisle will take another ; if he must ; !’ iir- 
Sachsen, for example ; —any other, and all others, only not 
the (irand-Duke: that is a point already fixed with Belleisle, 
though he keeps it well in the haekgmnnd, and is careful not 
to hint it till the time come. 

In regal'd to Pragmatic Sanction, Belleisle and France 
found no difficulty,— -or the difficulty only (wliich we hope 
must have been consldemhle) of eating their mvn f’ovenant in 
behalf of Pragmatic Sanction ; and declaring, which they did 
without visible blush, Tliat it was a Covenant incUidiiig, if 
not expressly, then tacitly, as all human covenants do, this 
clause ‘ Salvo Jure iertii (Saving the rights of Tliini Parties),’ 
— that is, of Electors of Bavaria, and others who may object 
against it 1 0 soul of honour, O first Nation of the r'ln' i-rsc, 

was there ever such a subterfuge ? Here is a field of flower- 
ing com, the biggest in the world, b^irt with claliorete ring- 
fence, many miles of firm oak-jialing pitched and buttreiwcd ; 
— the poor gentleman now dead gave you his I^rrainc, and 
almost his life, for swearing to keep-up said paling. And 
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you do keep it up, — all except six yards ; through which the 
biggest team on the highway can drive freely, and the paltriest 
cadger'’s ass can step in for a bellyful I 

It appears, the first Nation of the Universe had, at an 
early period of their consultations, hit upon this of Salvo jure 
tertiiy as the method of eating their Covenant, before an en- 
lightened public.^ And they persisted in it, there being no 
other for them. An enlightened public grinned sardonically, 
and was not taken in ; but, as so many others were eating 
their Covenants, under equally poor subterfuges, the en- 
lightened public could not grin long on any individual, — 
could only gape mutely, with astonishment, on alL A 
glorious example of veracity and human nobleness, set by the 
gods of this lower world to their gazing populations, who 
could read in the Gazettes I What is truth, falsity, human 
Kingship, human Swindlership ? Are the Ten Command- 
ments only a figare of speech, then ? And it was some 
beggarly Attorney- that built this sublunary world and 
us ? Questions might rise ; had long been rising ; — but now 
there was about enough, and the response to them was falling 
due; and Belleisle himself, what is very notable, had been 
appointed to get ready the response. Belleisle (little as Belle- 
isle dreamt of it, in these high Enterprises) was ushering in, 
by way of response, a Ragnarok^ or Twilight of the Gods, 
which, as ‘ French Revolution, or Apotheosis of Sansculot-- 
tismj is now well known ; — and that is something to consider 
of I 

Downbreak of Pragmatic Sanction; Manner of the chi^ 
Artists in handling their Covenants 

The operation once accomplished on its own Pragmatic 

^ 20th January 1741, in their Note of Ceremony, recognising Maria Theresa 
as Queen of Hungary, Note which had been due so very long (Adeiu^, ii 206), 
there is ominous silence on Pragmatic Sanction ; * beginning of March,’ there 
ii virtual avowal of Salvo juro {ib. 279) ; open avowal on Belleislt^s «dvent 

30S)- 
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CavamBt, Fmnw fotim! no dtlfitnilly with the oIIu^fh, hlvery- 
hotly was tliKj)ostHl to eat his Vm'vtmnU who rook! sec advan- 
tage in so doing, after tlml adniirahle c?xiunple. The 
dilliculty of France and BelleLsle ratlicr was, tt» keej> the 
hungry parties l)uck : ‘ Don't eat ytair ('ovenant till the proper 
tiuje ; patience, we say ! '^ A niost sad Slisccllany of Iloyah 
ties, coming all to the point, * Will yon i‘at your C*ovi‘nanfc, 
Will yo\i keepit?™and eating, nearly all; in fact, wholly 
all that needed to eat. 

On tlie first Invasion of Silesia, Maria Theresa had indig- 
nantly complained in every Ckmrt; and jHiiniiiig to Pragmatic 
Sanction, had demanded that such ijiw <if Nature lie complied 
with, a.cc<>rding to covenant. What Maria llH*ri\sa got by 
this circuit of the (kmris, everyhoily still knows* Except 
England, which was willing, and nidlamk which was unwiih 
ing, all Courts had n,nsw<'re<h more or less uneasily : * l*aw of 
Nature,— humph : yes I'—amI, far fnmi tloing anvlkiji;;, not 
one of them wonld with certainly prmnise to do n.n\ thing. 
From England alone and her little King (to whom Pragmatic 
Sanction is tlie Ikdladium of Human hViH'doniH ami the Key- 
stone of Nature) coidtl slie get the least hrljx din* roNt hung 
back; wonld not open h<»ari or pocki*t ; waited till Hay saw* 
They do now see; now that Belleisle has done his ft*at of 
Covenant-eating !— 

Eleven great Powers, some count Thirtism, some Twelve,^ 
—but no two agree, and hardly one iigrtsAH with himself;—- 
enough, the Powers of Europe, from Naples and Madri«l to 
liuHsifi and Sweden, have all sigma! it, lei us say a Do'^cii or 
a BakerN-Doi^en of them* And except our little English 
Paladin alone, whose interest and indttal sidvalioii to 

him to lie that way, and wlio nei*d«l no Pmgtmdlr (kivenant 
to guide him, nobody whatever distinguished hiiiiself by keep- 
ing it. Between December 1740 , when Miiriii lliercHa setaijr 
her cries in all Courts, on to April 1741, !%ng!am!, puinfidly 
dragging Holland with her, had alone of tlio B«kcFi-Do«fi 
* Schdll, ii. ai<S; Addtmg, if, 117. 
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spoken word of disapproval ; much lc.ss clone act of hindratu**. 
Two o.s})cd!dly and Bavaria, not to mcnticai Spain) 

had done the rever.se, and disowiu'd, and declared aj;ain.s(. 
Pragmatic Sanction. And after the Battle of .Mollwilz, 
wlien the ‘ little stone ’ took its tirst leaf), and .set all 
thnndi'i'ing, then came, like the inrush of a fa.shion, thionp.h 
out that high Mi.sccllany or Baker's- 1 hmm, the general eating 
of Covenants (which was again (piiekemsl in August, for a 
reason we .shall see): and before November of that Year, 
there was no Covenant left to eat. Of the Baker'.s Doyen 
nobody remained hut little George the Paladin, diagj'ini'; 
Holland painfully along with him; ami Pnignntlie SHnetion 
had gone to water, like ice in a June day, and its heautifts! 
crystalline (pialHitss and prismatic colours were forever vani.she<l 
from the world. Will the reader note a point or two, « 
personage or two, in this sordid proee.s.s,.-. not for the process's 
sake, which is very sordid ami simdl.s hadly, htd. for his own 
sake, to elucidate his own course a little in the int lii-acies 
now coming or come upon him ami me P 

1°. Elector of Bavaria . — Karl Albert of Baiern is By some 
counted ms a Signer of the Pragmatic Hanetion, and In otln r. 
not; which occa-sions that di.screp!iney of sum- Ini. si in the 
Books. And he did once, in a sense, sign it, he imd hir. 
Brother of Kdln; but, before the late IvniNer's diath, hn had 
openly drawn hack from it again; andcounteti him . If a \,,i, 
signer. Signer or not, he, for hi.s part, lost no rnnim-nl (hut 
rather the contrary) in openly protesting against il. and 
signifying that ho never would aeknow ledge it. Of fid. tlie 
reader saw .something, at the time of her litmg.'ui.tn Maj.- udi 
Accession. Date and circumstanees of it., wiiich ilt-.ne re- 
niemhering, are more precisely tliese : Oclolier h’lHh, 17 10, 
Karl Albert’s Amhassador, Perusa by name, wrnic to Karl 
from Vienna, aimouneiiig that the Kaiser was ju-.t dead. 
Prom IVlunchon, on the Karl AllK‘rt, ludicijrtling -.tich 
an event, but not yet knowing it, orders Perusa, in iv/.o of the 
Kaiser’s decease, which weis considered probable at Mi.nehen, 
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to demand instant aiiciience of the proper party (Knnzlor 
Sinzendorf), and theit; openly Itnlge his Protet. Which 
Perusa did, piinctually in all points,- -no nioim'nt lout, hut 
rather the contrary, as we wiid i I/*t poor Karl Alljcrt have 
what heneflt then* is in that fact. He was, of all the Anti- 
Pragmatic (’<}V(>iiant-Bn!akcr» (if he ever fairly were such), the 
only one that procmlw! homHiraldy, openly and at once, in 
the matter; and he was, of tljem all, hy far the most un- 
fortunate. 

'PhtH is the poor gentleman whom Ik^Ueisk* hat! settled on 
for being Kaiser. Aial Kaiser he IxTante ; to his frightful 
8orr()W, ns it provisl : his crown like a crown of hurning iron, 
or little hetter! 'Pherts is little of him in the Books, nor 
tloes one desim much ; a tall atjuiline IvjH* of nmn ; mueh the 
gc'tdleman in fwpect ; and in n-ality, of decorous serious de- 
portmejit, and the wish to be high and dignifje*!. He had a 
kind of right, too, in the Anti- Pragmatic sense; ami was 
come of Imperial kindrt'd, — Kaiser I.udwig the Bavarian, and 
Kaiser Bnpert of the Pfalz, called Bufa-rt A'/mw, or Itupert 
Smith’s-vice, if any reader now nnnemher !iim, were both of 
his anceslora. Hi* might fairly pretend to K.ais< r-hip and to 
Austrian owui iNhip, had he otherwise Imen cijuid to such 
enterprises. But, in all amhitions and attempts, howsoever 
grounded otherwise, there is this strict (pic 4 ion on the 
tiireshold ; ‘Are you of weight for the mlventnre; are not 
you far too light for it ?’ Ambitious persons often .slur tliis 
question ; and get scpudched to pim<s, by bringing the Twelve 
Labours of Hercules on nnherculcan backs ! Not every one 
is so lucky as our Friedrich in that particular,— “whose Imck, 
thougli with tlifflculty, held cait. Which {K»or Karl AllxTt’s 
never had much likelihotxl to do. Few mortals in any itge 
have offered such an example of the tragedies which Amlntion 
has in store for her votaries ; an<i what a matter Hope A’l/i- 
filkd may be to the unrcrtccting Son of Adam. 

We said, he had a kind of right to Austria, withal. He 
descended by the female line from Kaiwr Ferdinand 1. (a* did 
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Kur-Sachsen, though by a younger Daughter than Karl 
Albert’s Ancestress) ; and he appealed to Kaiser Ferdinand’s 
Settlement of the Succession, as a higher than any subsequent 
Pragmatic could be. Upon which there hangs an incident ; 
still famous to German readers. Karl Albert, getting into 
Public Argument in this way, naturally instructed Perusa to 
demand sight of Kaiser Ferdinand’s Last Will, the tenor of 
which was known by authentic Copy in Mlinchen, if not else- 
where among the kindred. After some delay, Perusa (4th 
November 1740), summoning the other Excellencies to 
witness, got sight of the Will : to his horror, there stood, 
in the cardinal passage, instead of ‘ mikmliche' (male descen- 
dants), ^ eheliche* (lawfully-begotten descendants), — fatal to 
Karl Albert’s claim ! Nor could he prove that the Parchment 
had been scraped or altered, though he kept trying and 
examining for some days. He withdrew thereupon, by order, 
straightway from Vienna ; testifying in dumb-show what he 
thought. ‘ It is your Copy that is false,’ cried the Vienna 
people ; ‘ it has been foisted on you, with this wrong word in 
it ; done by somebody (your friend, the Excellency Herr von 
Hartmaim, shall we guess .?), wishing to curry favour with 
ambitious foolish persons ! ’ Such was the Austrian story. 
Perhaps in Miinchen itself their Copyist was not known ; — 
for aught I learn, the Copy was made long since, and the 
Copyist dead. Hartmann, named as Copyist by the Vienna 
people, made emphatic public answer : ‘ Never did I copy it, 
or see it ! ’ And there rose great argument, which is not 
yet quite ended, as to the question, ‘Original falsified, or 
Copy falsified?’ — and the modem vote, I believe, rather 
clearly is. That the Austrian Ofiicials had done it — in a case 
of necessity.^ Possible ‘ But you will lose your soul ! ’ 

^ Adelung, ii. 150- 154 (i4th-20tli November 1740), gives the public facts, 
without commentary. Hormayr {Anemonen aus dem Tagebuch eines alien 
Pilgersmannes^ Jena, 1845, 162-169, — our old Hormayr of the Austrian 
Plutarch, but now Anonymous, and in Opposition humour) considers the case 
nearly proved against Austria, and that Bartenstein and one Bessel, a pillar of 
the Church, were concerned in it. 
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»aki the Pamm «iice to a |Kior out Ir Mn-v.tM;i?uu Eui^linh by 
Nation, who in to ronfrniliot mniie ilonietic 

fliiion* to givooij) Honio <loiHostio wroi : ' But: joti will lose 

your hoiiU Itliukin !' what Nij^riifios my poor silly 

HOiil coinjmrod with the honour of tho fninilyr' 

/>vV'flri>/iv'--Kin‘^ Frirdrioli may ho taken as the 
Ant.i-Ih'a«.?;in!itlr ne%t in <mter of time* He loo kwt not a 
luoinent, aiul pronailed openly; no (|ii!rkint»' fo be eliiirgeci 
upon hinu His acrount of himself in this tnailer always 
was: EBy tlie ''rrenty of Wu.N>ferhiuiNen^ uiMjur-sf !<>a, 

ably Prussia undericwk in gtiamntee Priigiiiiifje Saneiion ; 
tlie late Kaiser uiidertakiit;:^ in return, l*y I la* same 'Trt'ivt.y, lo 
manire Berg and *fblieli it> PruHsia, iiml to have some prcjgrcss 
made in it within mt montlis from mgiiing. And um|Ueslionab!y 
idsOj^ the late KaiHer tiki I hereupon, or even had alrendy ikmex 
prcdHely the revemi ; iiiimely, mmriah «,i far m in hiiii was 
fiossibh*, Berg and diilieh lo Kur4*lai/,, Stieh 'IVeaty* having 
in this way <"!one stiieiile, is dead and iMTotne */ero : and I am 
free, in respect of Pragmatic Sanction, 1,0 do wliahwer shall 
aeem gornl fo me. .My wish was, ami wimhl still be, To 
maintain IVa'ounlic Sanction, ami even to supjairt it by 
100,01)0 men, and secure the Kleelioti of the C.» rand ■Duke 
to the Kiusia'.sliipv --«-\vero my ciaimH on Silesia once lirpiidalt'd. 
But these liave no concern with Pragmatic Siiiirlioii, for or 
against: these a:re g«K.l against whoever may fail Ihdr in the 
House of Austria, .or to Silesia; and my intentitin is, that 
tlie strong hand, so long clcnchtHi upoiri my rights, Kfinl! iii‘en 
itself by this favourable opperliunty, and give them miV 
That is Friedriclfs cim And in tailh llie jury wwywhmT. 
has to fbit!, — so soon im instnieii^l, whieli m ii long pnicess 
in some sections of it (in F/u/^h^uid, for exrucplr), Hiat 
Pragmatic Sanction has not, except heipltws ifuiieiitiiliuiw, 
<Aliw that ^ou should be here to insist ii|.iofi rights, 
and to open fists long cloned i It»t word to iAj to 

Pried ridn 

8*, ■ Perhajj^ the »ott diitmctod of 
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the Anti-Pragmatic subterfuges was that used by Spain, when 
the She-dragon or Termagant saw good to eat her Covenant ; 
which was at a very early stage. The Termagant’s poor 
Husband is a Bourbon, not a Hapsburg at all : ‘But has not 
he fallen heir to the Spanish Hapsburgs ; become all one as 
they, an alter-ego of the Spanish Hapsburgs ? ’ asks she. 
^ And the Austrian Hapsburgs being out, do not the Spanish 
Hapsburgs come in? He, I say, this jBowrSow- Hapsburg, 
he is the real Hapsburg, now that the Austrian Branch is 
gone; President he of the Golden Fleece’ (which a certain 
‘ Archduchess,’ Maria Theresa, had been meddling with) ; 
‘ Proprietor, he, of Austrian Italy, and of all or most 
things Austrian ! ’ — and produces Documentary Covenants 
of Philip II. with his Austrian Cousins ; ‘ to which Philip,’ 
said the Termagant, ‘ we Bourbons surely, if you consider it, 
are Heir and Alter-Ego ! ’ Is not this a curious case of 
testamentary right ; human greed obliterating personal 
identity itself? 

Belleisle had a great deal of difficulty, keeping the Ter- 
magant back till things were ripe. Her hope practically 
was, Baby Carlos being prosperous King of Naples this long 
while, to get the Milanese for another Baby she has, — ^Baby 
Philip, whom she once thought of making Pope ; — and she is 
eager beyond measure to have a stroke at the Milanese. 
‘Wait!’ hoarsely whispers Belleisle to her; and she cm 
scarcely wait. Maria Theresa’s Note of Announcement, 

‘ New Queen of Hungary, may it please you ! ’ the French, as 
we saw, were very long in answering. The Termagant did 
not answer it at all ; complained on the contrary, ‘ What is 
this. Madam 1 Golden Fleece, you ? ’ — and, early in March, in- 
formed mankind that she was Spanish Hapsburg, the genuine 
article; and sent off Excellency Montijos, a little man of 
great expense, to assist at the Election of a proper Kaiser, 
and be useful to Belleisle in the great things now ahead.^ 

^ Spain’s Golden Fleece pretensions, 17th January 1741 (Adelung, ii. 233, 
*34) 5 ‘ Publishes at Paris,’ in March (lA 293) ; and bn the 23d March accredits 
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4 . Jihiff (if Pi>lmtd,~ 'I’Ik* most iifkiish Mini in 15cllfi.sk'’i) 
gamt', niul jn-olMihlj the gmifest ftn»! «f these Auli-Pragniatic 
Dozen, was Kur-Saehsen, King «if Fuluiul. lie, like Karl 
Albert Kur-lJaieni, tivrives from KniseT Fenliiiami, though by 
a Dnugliter, aiul Ims a like claim on the Austrian 

Succession ; chum iiHllilied, however, by that small circum- 
slimce itself, liul which he wotikl fain mend by one makeshift 
or another; and ihinks alwaya it must surely be gowl for 
sonieUiino,'. 'J'his is August ni., this King of Ihiiand, as 
remlers know ; son of August llic Strong : Paj«i imule him 
change to the Catholic religion so-called,— -for the sake of 
getting Poland, which proves a very |KH>r po.N>e,isitm to him. 
Who knows what damage the poor creatuix* may have got by 
that S)ul op, railnn ; which all Saxony sighed to the heart ou 
hearing of; for it was always ho{icti he hiui some real religion, 
and would deliver them from that niibyloni.h Captivity 
again 1 Ho married Ktuser Jowph n*8 Diuightcr, Marla 
I’heresa's Cousin, and by an Elder Brother this, too, ought 
surely to be soim’llung in the Anti-Pragmatic lino? It h 
true, Kur-Uuiern hiut to Wife jujolher Ihiughter of Kaiser 
Joseph's; hut she is the \iamgcr; *I sum senior ifurt\ at 
least ! ’ thinks the foolish nuui. 

Too true, he had finally, in past years, to sign Pragmatic 
Sanction ; no help for it, no hojas without it, in that Polish- 
Election time. lie will have to cat his Covenant, then-fore, 
as the first step in Anti-Pragmatism ; «id he is extremely in 
doubt as to the How, sometimeg a« to tl»e WhoU>er. And 
shifts and whirls, acwrdingly, at a great rate, in these months 
and years ; now on Maria Thettma's side, dcludctl by shadows 
from Vienna, and getting into Btmiian I^urtition-Trcaties ; 
anon tickled by Bellcislc into the reverse pdMture j tlien again 
reverhing. An idle, easy-tonipcred, yet git-edy creature, wln), 
what with religious apwtasy in early manluuH!, wlmt with 
flaccid ambitions since, and idUte gapings after .'•luuluws, Hm 

Mo«tljos (tk ii93) i Italian War* Md back hy Belki*l* list Etiflkb 
eaiiiiot g«i Iwgutt till Octobtf follow!^. 
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lost helm in this world ; and will make a very bad voyage for 
self and country. 

His Palinurus and chief Counsellor, at present and after- 
wards, is a Count von Bruhl, once page to August the Strong ; 
now risen to such height : Briihl of the Three-hundred and 
Sixty-five suits of clothes ; whom it has grown wearisome even 
to laugh at. A cunning little wretch, they say, and of deft 
tongue; but surely among the un wisest of all the Sons of 
Adam in that day, and such a Palinurus as seldom steered 
before. Kur-Sachsen, being Reichs-Vicar in the Northern 
Parts, — (Kur-Baiern and Kur-Pfalz, as friends and good 
Wittelsbacher Cousins surely ought, in a crisis like this, have 
agreed to be Vicars in the Southern Parts, and no longei 
quarrel upon it), — ^Kur-Sachsen has a good deal to do in the 
Election preludings, formalities and prearrangements ; and is 
capable, as Kur-Pfalz and Cousin always are, of serving as 
chisel to Belleisle‘’s mallet, in such points, which will plenti- 
fully turn up. 

5®. King of Sardinia. — Reichs- Vicar in the Italian parts 
is Charles Amadeus King of Sardinia (tough old Victor’s Son, 
whom we have heard of) : an office mostly honorary ; suitable 
to the important individual who keeps the Door of the Alps. 
Charles Amadeus had signed the Pragmatic Sanction ; but 
eats his Covenant, like the others, on example of France ; 
— ^having, as he now bethinks himself, claims on the Milanese. 
There are two claimants on the Milanese, then ; the Spanish 
Termagant, and he.?^ Yes; and they will have their diffi- 
culties, their extensive tusslings in Italian War and other- 
wise, to make an adjustment of it ; and will give Belleisle 
(at least the Doorkeeper will) an immensity of trouble, in 
years coming. 

In this way do the Pragmatic people eat their own Cove- 
nant, one after the other, and are not ashamed ; — till all 
have eaten, or as good as eaten ; and, almost within year and 
day, Pragmatic Sanction is a vanished quantity ; and poor 
Kaiser KarFs life-labour is not worth the sheep-skin and 
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stationery it cost him. History reports in sum. That ‘ no- 
body kept the Pragmatic Sanction ; that the few ’ (strictly 
speaking, the one) ^ who acted by it, would have done pre- 
cisely the same, though there had never been such a Document 
in existence.’ To George n., it is, was and will be, the Key- 
stone of Nature, the true Anti-French palladium of mankind ; 
and he, dragging the unwilling Dutch after him, will do great 
things for it : but nobody else does anything at all. Might 
we hope to bid adieu to it, in this manner, and never to 
mention it again ! — 

Document more futile there had not been in Nature, noi 
will be. Friedrich had not yet fought at Mollwitz in assertion 
of his Silesian claim, when the poor Pope, — poor soul, who 
had no Covenant to eat, but took pattern by others, — claimed, 
in solemn Allocution, Parma and Piacenza for the Holy See.^ 
All the world is claiming. Of the Court of Wiirtemberg and 
its Protestings, and ^ extensive Deduction ’ about nothing at 
all, we do not speak ; ^ nor of Montmorency claiming Luxem- 
burg, of which he is Titular ‘ Duke ’ ; nor of Monsignore di 
Guastalla claiming Mantua ; nor of — ^In brief, the fences are 
now down ; a broad French gap in those miles of elaborate 
paling, which are good only as firewood henceforth, and any 
ass may rush in and claim a bellyful. Great are the works 
of Belleisle i — 


Conc^rmmg the Imperial Election (Kaiserwahl) that is to be; 

Candidates for KaisersMp 

At equal step with the ruining of Pragmatic Sanction goes 
on ^ that spoiling of Grand-Duke Franz’s Election to the 
Kaisership : these two operations run parallel ; or rather, 
under different forms, they are one and the same operation. 
To assist, as a Most Christian neighbour ought, in picking 
out the fit Kaiser,’ was Belleisle’s ostensible mission ; and in- 
deed this does include virtually hi» whole errand. Till three 
^ Adtlung, ii 376 (sth April 1741). * Jb, 195, 4^3. 
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months after Bolleisle’s appearance in the business, Gnuul-Dtiko 
Franz never doubted but be sboulti be Kaiser ; Friedi ieli's 
offers to help him in it he ha<i scorned, as the offer of a til'Hi 
wheel to his chariot, already rushin^f on with four. ‘ Here is 
Kur-Bdhinen, Austria’s own vote,’ counts the (Irand-Huke; 
‘ Kur-Sachsen, doing Prussian-Partition Trt'aties for us ; Kur- 
Trier, our fat little Schonbom, Austrian to the bone ; Kur- 
Mainz, important chairman, regulator of the (’ondave ; hero 
are Four Electors for us : then also Kur-Pfalz, he siirely, in 
return for the Bcrg-Jiilich service; finally, and liable to no 
question, Kur-IIanovcr, little George of England with his 
endless guineas and resources, a little Jaek-the-Gianlkiller, 
greater than all Giants, Paladin of the Pragmatic am! u» : 
here are Six Electors of the Nine. Let Brandenburg and the 
Bavarian Couple, Kur-Baiern and Kur-Kdln, do their pleasure ! ’ 
This was Grand-Duke Franz’s calculation. 

By the time Belleisle had been three months in Germany, 
the Grand-Duke’s notion had changed ; and ho began * apply- 
ing to the Sea-Powers,’ ‘ to Russia,’ and all around. In Belle- 
isle’s sixth month, the Graud-Dukc, after such demolition of 
Pragmatic, and such disasters and contrmlictiona as hat! been, 
saw his case to be desperate; though ho still stuck to it, 
Austrian-like, — or rather, Austria for him stuck to it, the 
Grand-Duke being careless of such things; — and i»<l«si, 
privately, never did give in, even <j/?tr the Election, m we 
shall have to note- 

The Reich itself being mainly a Phantasm or Enchanted 
Wiggery, its * Kaiser-Choosiug’ (A'/mvvky//)/), now getting 
under way at Frankfurt, with preliminary outskirts at Ileg<‘n»- 
burg, and in the Chancery of Mainz,- is very phantasmal, not 
to say ghastly ; and forbidding, not invit ing, to the human 
eye. Nine Kurfdrsts, Choosers of Tcutschland’s real Capinin, 
in none of whom is there much thought for 'Pcutsclilantl or its 
interests, — ^and indeed in hardly more than One of whom 
(Prussian Friedrich, if readers will know it) is there the 

VOl. IV, , 
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thought that wny ; huL pfiifml, much HHiiiicrcjice to 
thiiigK <livin<' or dinUulic, ntul thuught for ouch own pnllry 
prolitH ami lo-ssi's only ! So il ha-* long Ih-cu ; mat ho it now 
is, more ihiU) iisual.' ■ ( 'oii>*hUt iigniii, arc I'.iit'huutcti \\ iggenes 
a bcauiirul thing, in tins .•\trcmciy cnincsl witrld ?™- 

Tlic Kniscrwnhl is an nlhiir di pi ndinit miirli on iinu-cssious, 
proclamalious, on clchishius ojiliciil, lunnislic ; on pahocrings, 
mamcuvriiigs, hol.Iiiipy !>nck, tl«fn hasty ptisinjigH forward; 
and indeed is nininlv, in more senses tliiui one, under guidance 
of the Prince of the Pow*>r of the Air. Ihdamutiful, like a 
World-Parliament t»f Ni-pilma;. (if the rentier eottld eonceive 
such a thing); huge forudess, !(•■■ r;!!! motisttn’s of that 
species, doing their ‘ three remlingH,'-— inuler Presideiiey or 
chii'f.pipcrship as above ! IkdletHle, fur his part, is coiismn- 
malely skilful, and matm-y ; ns only Iniimdf cauhi. Keeps hi» 
game well hidden, not a hint or wiiisjwr of it except in 
studied pro] tort Ions; sprtsuls out his linw, his hirdiinie; 
tickles, entices, twlonishes; goes his rounds, like a subtle 
Fowler, taking caiilive the mimls of men; » Phtebus. Apollo, 
god of melody and of the stm, filling his net with htixis. 

I believe, okl Kur-Pfalz, for the sake of Frencli m ighhour- 
hood, and Rerg-aml-.Iiilieh, were there nothing more, was very 
heljiful to him ; — in Mairh i«i«t, when the Election was to 
have been, when it would have gone at once in favour of the 
Graud-Dnke, Kur-Pfalz got the KlecUoii * pn IjHax d a little.’ 
Postponing, praeraslin.iling ; then again pushing i.itil<'utly on, 
when things are ripe : Ikllcisle lias only to give signal to a lit 
Kur-Pfalz. In all Kurfurst Courts, the French Amhassmion 
sing diligently to the tune IkUeisio m*!* them ; and Courts 
give ear, or will do, when the clinnner himself arrives. 

Kur-Sachsen, as alwve hinted, was hi* mtwt delicate opera- 
tion, in the charming or trout-tiekting way. And Kur- 
Sachsen, — and poor Saxony, ever stucc, knows if he dit! not 
do it well 1 * Deduct this Kur-Siachi« from the Austrian 

side,’ calculates Belleisle ; ‘ add him to mtni, it i» almost an 
equality of votes, Kur-Baiern, our own Imporial Candidate ; 
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Kur-Koln, his Brother; Kur-Pfak, by genealogy Im Comm 
(not to mention Berg-Jiilich matters) : here are three Wittels- 
bachers, knit together; three sure votes; King Iricdrich, 
Kur-Brandenburg, there is a fourth ; and if Iviir- Sachsen 
would join?’ But who knows if Kur-Sachsen will! The 
poor soul has himself thoughts of being Kaiser ; then no 
thoughts, and again some : thoughts which Belleislc knows 
how to handle. ^ Yes, Kaiser you, your Majesty ; excellent 1 ^ 
And sets to consider the methods : ^Hm, ha, hm ! Ihink, 
your Majesty : ought not that Bohemian Vote to be excluded, 
for one thing ? Kui'-Bohmen is fallen into the divstall, Maria 
Theresa herself cannot vote. Surely question will rise, 
Whether distaff can, validly, hand it over to distaff’s husband, 
as they are about doing ? Whether, in fact, Kur-Bohmen is 
not in abeyance for this time ? ’ ‘ So ! ’ answered Kur- 

Sachsen, Reichs-Vicarius. And thereupon meetings were 
summoned ; Nightmare Committees sat on this matter under 
the Reichs-Vicar, slowly hatching it ; and at length brought 
out, ^Kur-Bohmen not transferable by the distaff; Kur-Bdh- 
men in abeyance for this time.’ Greatly to the joy of Belleisle ; 
infinitely to the chagrin of her Hungarian Majesty, — ‘Who 
declared it a crying injustice (though I believe legally done in 
every point); and by and by, even made it a plea of Nullity, 
destructive to the Election altogether, when her ITiuigarian 
Majesty’s affairs looked up again, and the world woukl listen 
to Austrian sophistries and obstinacies. This was an essential 
service from Kur-Sachsen.^ 

After which Kur-Sachsen’s own poor Kaisership died away 
into ‘ Hm, ha, hm ! ’ again, with a grateful Belleisle. Who 
nevertheless dextrously retained Kur-Sachsen as ally ; tickling 
the poor wretch with other baits. Of the Kaiser he had 
really meant all along, there was dead silence, except between 
the parties ; no whisper heard, for six months after it had 

^ Began, indistinctly, 'inMarcli^ (1741); languid *fojf tome months^ (Mf*» 
lung, ii. 292) ; ‘November 4th,’ was settled in tbe negative, ‘ ICur-Bdbinm irt 
lo bavc a vote’ {Marta p. 47 



164 


FIEST SILESIAN WAR [BOOK XII. 

[April-May X741 

been agreed upon ; none, for two or near three months after 
formal settlement, and signing and sealing. Karl Albert's 
Treaty with Belleisle was 18th May 1741 ; and he did not 
declare himself a Candidate till lst-4th July following.^ 
Belleisle understands the Nightmare Parliaments, the election- 
eering art, and how to deal with Enchanted Wiggeries. More 
perfect master, in that sad art, has not turned up on record 
to one’s afflicted mind. Such a Sungod, and doing such a 
Scavengerism ! Belleisle, in the sixth month (end of August 
1741) feels sure of a majority. Plow Belleisle managed, 
after that, to checkmate George of England, and make even 
George vote for him, and the Kaiserwahl to be unanimous 
against Grand-Duke Franz, will be seen. Great are Belle- 
isle’s doings in this world, if they were useful either to God 
or man, or to Belleisle himself first of all ! — 


Teiitschland to he carved into sometTiing of Syynmetry^ should 
the Belleisle Enterprises succeed 

Belleisle’s schemes, in the rear of all this labour, are 
grandiose to a degree. Men wonder at the First Napoleon’s 
mad notions in that kind. But no Napoleon, in the fire of 
the revolutionary element ; no Sham -Napoleon, in the ashes 
of it ; hardly a Parisian J ournalist of imaginative turn, specu- 
lating on the First Nation of the Universe and what its place 
is,_could go highm: than did this grandiose Belleisle ; a man 
with cleax thoughts in his head, under a torpid Louis xv. 
^t me see, thinks Belleisle. Germany with our Bavarian 
for Kaiser; Germany to he cut into, say. Four little 
hongdoms ' 1 . Bavaria with the lean Kaiserhood ; 3°. 
^ony,__ fa^tten^ by its share of Austria; 3°. Prussia the 
hke; 4 . Austria itself, shorn down as above, and shoved out 
to remote Hungarian parts : voilL These, not reckon- 
ing Hanover, which perhaps we cannot get just yet, are Four 
pretty Sovereignties. Three, or Two, of these ' hireable by 

» Adelung, it 357, ^3,. 
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gold, it is to be hoped. And will not Fi*ance have a glorious 
time of it; playing master of the revels there, egging one 
against the other ! Yes, Germany is then, what Nature 
designed it, a Province of France : little George of Hanover 
himself, and who knows but England after him, may one day 
find their fate inevitable, like the others. O Louis, 0 my 
King, is' not this an outlook ? Louis le Grand was great ; 
but you are likely to be Louis the Grandest ; and here is a 
World shaped, at last, after the real pattern 1 

Such are, in sad truth, Belleisle’s schemes ; not yet entirely 
hatched into daylight or articulation ; but becoming articulate, 
to himself and others, more and more. Beader, keep them 
well in mind : I had rather not speak of them again. They 
are essential to our Story ; but they are afflictively vain, con- 
trary to the Laws of Fact ; and can, now or henceforth, in 
nowise be. My friend, it was not Beelzebub, nor Mephisto- 
pheles, nor Autolycus- Apollo that built this world and us ; it 
was Another. And you will get your crown well rapped, 
M. le Marechal, for so forgetting that fact ! France is an 
extremely pretty creature; but this of making France the 
supreme Governor and GodWicegerent of Nations, is, was, 
and remains, one of the maddest notions- France at its ideal 
hest^ and with a demigod for King over it, were by no means 
fit for such function ; nay, of many Nations is eminently the 
iinfittest for it. And France at its worst or neaxdy so, with a 
Louis XV. over it by way of demigod — O Belleisle, what kind 
of France is this ; shining in your grandiose imagination, in 
such contrast to the stingy fact : like a creature consisting 
of two enormous wings, five hundred yards in potential extent, 
and no body bigger than that of a' common Cock, weighing 
three pounds avoirdupois. Cock with his own gizzard much 
out of sorts, too ] 

It was ^ early in March ' ^ when Belleisle, the Artificial 
Sungod, quitted Paris on this errand He came hj 
^ Adelung, ii. 305-^ 
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Moselle road ; called on the Rhine Kurfiarsts, Koln, Trier, 
Mainz ; dazzling them, so far as possible, with his splendour 
for the mind and for the eye. He proceeded next to 
Dresden, which is a main card : and where there is immense 
manipulation needed, and the most delicate trout-tickling ; 
this being a skittish fish, and an important, though a foolish. 
Belleisle was at Dresden when the Battle of Mollwitz fell 
out : what a windfall into Belleisle’s game ! He ran across 
to Friedrich at Mollwitz, to congratulate, to consult, — as we 
shall see anon. 

Belleisle, I am informed, in this preliminary Tour of his, 
speaks only, or hints only (except in the proper quarters), of 
Election Business ; of the need there perhaps is, on the part 
of an Age growing in liberal ideas, to exclude the Austrian 
Grand-Duke ; to curb that ponderous, harsh, ungenerous 
House of Austria, too long lording it over generous Germany ; 
and to set-up some better House, — Bavaria, for example ; 
Saxony, for example ? Of his plans in the rear of this he is 
silent; speaks only by hints, by innuendos, to the proper 
parties. But ripening or ripe, plans do lie to rear ; far- 
stretching, high-soaring ; in part, dark even at Versailles ; 
darkly fermenting, not yet developed, in Belleisle^s own head ; 
only the Future Kaiser a luminous fixed point, shooting beams 
across the grandiose Creation-Process going on there. 

By the end of August 1741, Belleisle had become certain 
of his game; 24th January 1742, he saw himself as if 
winner. Before August 1741, he had got his Electors 
manipulated, tickled to his purpose, by the witchery of a 
Phoebus- Autolycus or Diplomatic Sungod ; majority Secured 
for a Bavarian Kaiser, and against an Austrian one. And in 
the course of that Month, — ^what was still more considerable ! 
—he was getting, under mild pretexts, about a Hundred 
Thousmid armed Frenchmen gently wafted over upon the soil 
of Germany. Two complete French Armies, 40,000 each 
their Be^es), one over the Upper Rhine, one over the 
Lower; about which we shall hear a great deal in time 
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coming! Under mild pretexts: ‘ IVfU'eahle ns Iniiihs, don’t 
you observe? Merely to jiroteet Freedom of I'lleelion, in this 
fine neighbour country; and as allies to our P'rieud of 
Bavai'ia, should he chance to be new Kaiser, ami lo persist in 
his modest claims otherwise.’ Thi.s wa.s his crowning stroke. 
Which finished sLraighlw.'iy tlic remnants of I’rngnmtic 
Sanction and of every obstacle; and in a shining manner 
swept the road.s clear. And so, on .lanuary W-tlh following, 
the Election, long held back by Hel k'i.shfs mamruvrings, 
actually takes eHect, — in favour of Karl Albert, our in- 
valuable Bavarian Ericmd. Austria is left solil;iry in the 
Reich ; Pragmatic Sanction, Keystone of Nntnri*, which 
Belleisle and Erance had sworn to keep in, is openly l<»rn-«ut 
by Belleisle and by France and the tn.ajorily of mankind; and 
Belleisle sees him.self, to all .appearance, winner. 

This was the harvest reaped by B('lleiHl(*, within year and 
day; after endless manccuvring, such ns only a Belleisle in 
the character of Diplomatic Sungod coukl <lo. Jh'yaiml 
question, the distracted ambitions of seveml (Ka-man Princes 
have been kindled by Belleisle; what we called the rotten 
thatch of Germany is well on fire. I'hi.s tliligent sowing in 
the Reich, — to judge by the 100,000 armed men here, and 
the counter hundreds of thousands arming,- 1ms been a 
pretty stroke of dragon’s-teetlx husbandry on Belleiski’s part 


BeUdsle on Visii to FrJcdrkh ; .w.t Friedrich besiege 
Brieg, tcHh Fj/eci 

It was April 26th when Mardehal de Belleisle, with his 
Brother the Chevalier, with Valori and other brifjht aeeum- 
paniment, arrived in Friedrich’s Camp. < Camp of .Mollwilz’ 
so named; between Mollwitz and Bricg; where h'ritdrich is 
still resting, in a vigilant expectant condition; ami, e.v;ccpt 
it be the taking of Brieg, has nothing nnlilnry on h:uui 
Wednesday 26th April, the distinguished Exe<'lk-ney,~- 
escorted for the last three miles by 120 Horse, and the other 
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cnstoinnrv nn-tniioincN ji’.n'.c*. hi* »|»j*ciiranrii ; no dotilit 

out* to FrUtlrichi for this an*i tht* dnv* nt’Xl tollow- 
iiig- Tlu'ir talk w not ; tmr !.< it wiul with 

esiu'tiliuk; how fur, whothor wholly now, or tody in {«irt now, 
Ik-lloisle cxjiouiulfil luM linbliim* iiliw to Friwiriih , oj what 
pn-cLse nwptiou thry got. Friwirirh hinwlf wnU*s 4 long 
afterwnni.H of the event ; hut, m utual, without liftcision, 
c.xtvj)l in gi'iit'ntl t'lIVft. N'«»w, or wnito time nftir, Friwirich 
miy.H lic fouml BfltciHlc, one inunting, with hi«»w cUmilwl, knit 
into intense nmfitnlion; ‘Have you h»il hml news, M, k 
Martkluil?’ asks Frkslmh. * No, oh no ! I nut fun. iih ring 
^fhat we shall make of that Momvia Mornvia ; IlmP 
Prk'drich s»j)i»ivk,si*.s the glaiKU that i» rising to his eyes: 
' Can’t yon give it to Saxony* Iheii ? Huy Saxony into the 
Plan with it!’ ‘ Kxceiiettt,' answers ik-llekle, and unjnuKent 
his stem brow ^gain. 

Friedrich thinks highly, and about Ihii time often says so, 
of the tmn Bdleixle: but as to tlie inauV ■ frst!;:i’nfi<‘s and 
wkh'-winged I’lans, none is lists sedum! by lliem Ihwi 
Friedrich: ‘Your chickens are not hufflcil, M. le Mam’hal} 
some of us hoj>e tliey never will be,~-. thougl* the inctilmticnj. 
process may have uses for some of Msl* 1-Viixlrich knows 
that the Kaisership given to any other than (irand-Duke 
Franz will be mostly an imngitjfu'v t|i!a:itity, • A grand 
Symbolic. Cloak in the eyes of the vulgar; hut empty of all 
things, empty evesi of eaidj, for the last Two Iluridretl Years; 
Austria can wear it to advantage; no other mortal, ihmg 
it on Austria, which is a solid human fo'ui.*. '.<».* And 
Friedrich wishw, and hop^ always, Maria TlitTO*a will agree 
with him, and get it for hiar IlushMiJ. * lint to hattg it or 
Bavaria, which is a Imn bare pole? t»b, M- h* MnrAlml ! — 
And those Four Kingdoms of yourt : wl»t a hrocxl of 
poultry, those I Chickens Itappily y®t wihatcheil ; — i*gg$ 
addle, I should venture to hope -«»ly do go on liicul»ling, 
M. le. Mardchal 1 That k Friedrich's notion of the thing, 
Bellaislo stayed with Friedrich * a few days,* nay the Hooks. 
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After which, Friedrich, finding Belleisle too winged a creature, 
corresponded, in preference, with Fleury and the Head Sources ; 
— who are always intensely enough concerned about those 
^ aces ’ falling to him, and how the same are to be ^ shared. 

Instead of parade or review in honour of Belleisle, there 
happened to be a far gander military show, of the practical 
kind. The Siege of Brieg, the Opening of the Trenches 
before Brieg, chanced to be just ready, on Belleisle s arrival ; 
—and would have taken effect, we find, that very night, 
April ^6th, had not a sudden wintry outburst, or ^ tempest 
of extraordinary violence,’ prevented. Next night, night of the 
^7th-28th, under shine of the full Moon, in the open champaign 
country, on both sides of the River, it did take effect. 
An uncommonly fine thing of its sort ; as one can still see by 
reading Friedrich’s strict Program for it, — a most minute, 
precise and all-anticipating Program, which still interests 
military men, as Friedrich’s first Piece in that kind, — and 
comparing therewith the Narratives of the performance which 
ensued.^ 

Kalkstein, Friedrich’s old Tutor, is Captain of the Siege ; 
under him Jeetz, long used to blockading about Brieg. The 
silvery Oder has its due bridges for communication ; all is in 
readiness, and waiting manifold as in the slip, — and there is 
Engineer Walrave, our Glogau Dutch friend, who shall, at 
the right instant, ‘with his straw-rope (StrohseiT) mark out 
the first parallel,’ and be swift about it! There are S,000 
diggers, with the due implements, fascines, equipments ; duly 
divided, into Twelve equal Parties, and ‘ always two spademen 
to one pickman ’ (which indicates soft sandy ground) : these, 
with the escorting or covering battalions, Twelve Parties they 
also, on both sides of the River, are to be in their several 
stations at the fixed moments ; man, musket, mattock, strictly 

^ Details in Heldm^G&schichU^ i. 912, 962, 916 ; in CEuvres de Fridiric^ ii. 
79f So; etc. 

* Ordre und Dispositiones (sic), wornach sick der Gmeral-Luutmoni Vfin 
Kalckstdn Hi Eroffnung der Traneheen etc. {CEuvres de FrMiric^ %xx. 39 * 44 ) • 
the Prc^ram. EeldeH-Gesc^uHe, L gt 6 - 2 S ; the Nsxt&tive. 
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exact. They are to advance at Midnight; the covering 
battalions so many yards ahead ; no speaking is permissible, 
nor the least tobacco-smoking ; no drum to be allowed for 
fear of accident ; no firing, unless you are fired on. The 
covering battalions are all to ^ lie flat, so soon as they get to 
their ground, all but the Ofiicers and sentries.’ To rear of 
these stand Walrave and assistants, silent, with their straw- 
rope ; — silent, then anon swift, and in whisper or almost by 
dumb-show, ^ Now, then ! ’ After whom the diggers, fascine- 
men, workers, each in his kind, shall fall-to, silently, and dig 
and work as for life. 

All which is done; exact as clockwork: beautiful to see, 
or half-see, and speak of to your Belleisle, in the serene 
moonlight! Half an hour’s marching, half an hour’s swift 
digging : the Town-clock of Brieg was hardly striking One, 
when ‘ they had dug themselves in.’ A.nd, before daybreak, 
they had, in two batteries, fifty cannon in position, with a 
proper set of mortars (other side the River), — ^ready to 
astonish Piccolomini and his Austrians ; who had not had the 
least whisper of them, all night, though it was full moon. 
Graf von Piccolomini, an active gallant person, had refused 
terms, some time before ; and was hopefully intent on doing 
his best. And now, suddenly, there rose round Piccolomini 
such a tornado of cannonading and bombardment, day after 
day, always ‘ three guns of ours playing against one of theirs,’ 
that his guns got ruined ; that ^ his hay-magazines took fire,’ 
— and the Schloss itself, which was adjacent to them, took 
fire (a sad thing to Friedrich, who commanded pause, that 

they might tiy quenching, but in vain) ; and that, in short, 

Piccolomini could not stand it ; but on the 4 th of May, 
precisely after one week’s experience, hung out the white flag, 
and ‘ beat chamade at 3 of the afternoon.’ He was allowed 
to march out next morning, with escort to Neisse ; parole 
pledg^. Not to serve against us for two years coming* 

^ Fnedndi in person (I rather guess, Belleisle not now at 
his side) saw the Garrison march out kept Piooolomim to 
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dinner; a gallant Piccolomini, who had hoped to do better, 
but could not. This was a pretty enough piece of Siege- 
practice. Torstenson, with his Swedes, had furiously besieged 
Brieg in 164£, a hundred years ago; and could do nothing 
to it. Nothing, but withdraw again, futile; leaving 1,400 
of his people dead. Friedrich, the Austrian Garrison once 
out, set instantly about repairing the works, and improving 
them into impregnability, — our ugly friend Walrave presiding 
over that operation too. 

Belleisle, we may believe, so long as he continued, was full 
of polite wonder over these things ; perhaps had ciitical 
advices here and there, which would be politely received. 
It is certain he came out extremely brilliant, gifted and 
agreeable, in the eyes of Friedrich ; who often afterwards, 
not in the very strictest language, calls him a great man, 
great soldier, and by far the considerablest person you 
French have. It is no less certain, Belleisle displayed, so 
far as displayable, his magnificent Diplomatic Ware to the 
best advantage. To which, we perceive, the young King 
answered, ^ Magnificent, indeed ! ’ but would not bite all at 
once ; and rather preferred corresponding with Fleury, on 
business points, keeping the matter dextrously hanging, in an 
illuminated element of hope and contingency, for the present. 

Belleisle, after we know not how many days, returned to 
Dresden ; perfected his work at Dresden, or shoved it well 
forward, with ‘that Moravia’ as bait. ‘Yes, King of 
Moravia, you, your Polish Majesty, shall be ! —and it is said 
the simple creature did so style himself, by and by, in certain 
rare Manifestoes, which still exist in tlie cabinets of the 
curious. Belleisle next, after only a few days, went to 
Miinchen; to operate on Karl Albert Kur-Baiem, a willing 
subject. And, in short, Belleisle whirled along incessantly, 
torch in hand; making his ‘ circuit of the German Courts,’—* 
details of said circuit not to be followed, by us farther. 
small thing only I have fotind rememberable ; probably true, 
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though vague. At Muuclien, stilt more out at Nyuiphetiinirg, 
the fine Coimtry-Palace not far ttl!’, thore was of vtnirsc long 
conferoiiciug, long consulting, »<'cr»,'t anti intense, Ijclween 
Belleislc with his people anil Karl Atlwrt with his, Knrl 
Albert, as we know, was himself willing. But a certain 
Baron von UncrLl, — hcavy hinlt Baviuuun of the tthl type, an 
old stager in the Bavarian Ministries,-™- was of far other 
disposition. One day, out at Nyiujfhfnhnrji, f 'nerll got to 
the Council-room, while Belleisle .-lud (‘ofnji.inv wea* there* 
Unertl found the apartment locketi, altsuiutely no athnitlauci!; 
and heard voices, the Kurfiirst s asid French voices, eagerly at 
work inside. ‘ Admit me. Gracious lierr; tim (ioUm Wilhn, 
me ! ’ No admission. Unertl, in dt*»|Mur, ruslietl rotmd to 
the garden side of the Apartment; ur r.di!\ atmtehtsd a 
ladder, set it up to the window, and con_jUr. d llie Gracious 
Highness: ‘For the love of Heaven, tny 
don’t ! Have no trade with those French ! Hemcmhcr your 
illustrious Father, Kurfurst Max, in the Thigi ie* Mar!!»tiriingh 
time, what a job he made of it, huildlng «i*{ual arclriteciun* 
on their big promises, which provtsi mere acres of gilt 
balloon!’^ Wonls teri'ibly prophetic; but they were wiUxHit 
effect on Karl Albert. 

The rest of Belleisle’s inflammu)«ry cireullings and extensive 
travellings, for he had many fiwt and last in this matter, 
shall be left to the fancy of the reader. May Irtlh, he 
made formal Treaty with Karl Albert: Treaty of Nyn plun- 
burg, ‘Karl Albert to be Kaiser; Baviiria, with Austria 
Proper added to it, a Kingdom ; Frendli armies, French 
moneys, and other fine items.’* Treaty to be kept tlead 
secret; King Friedrich, for the present, would not mmle.* 
June 25th, after some prclimhuirv survey of the place, 
Belleisle made his Entry into Frankfurt : umgninccnl in the 
extreme. And still did not rest there; but had to rush 
about, back to Versailles, to Bnendeo, Mtber, thith«r ; it was 

‘ Homayr, Ammnm (cited atovi), It, ija, 

* Given in Adelung, ii, 359. 


* jtm 4si. 
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not till the last day of July that he fairly took up his abode 
in Frankfurt; and, — ^the Election eggs, so to speak, being 
now all laid, — set himself to hatch the same. A process 
which lasted him six months longer, with curious phenomena 
to mankind. Not till the middle of August did he bring 
those 80,000 Armed Frenchmen across the Ehine, ‘to secure 
peace in those parts, and freedom of voting.** Not till 
November 4th had Kur-Sachsen, with the Nightmares, 
finished that important problem of the Bohemian Vote, 
‘Bohemian Vote excluded for this time’; — after which all 
was ready, though still not in the least hurry. November 
£0th, came the first actual ‘ Election- Conference (Wahl- 
Conferenz) ’ in the Homer at Frankfurt ; to which succeeded 
Two Months more of conferjings (upon almost nothing at all) : 
and finally, 24th January 1742, came the Election itself, 
Karl Albert the man ; poor wretch, who never saw another 
good day in this world. 

Belleisle during those six months was rather high and 
airy, extremely magnificent ; but did not want discretion : 
‘more like a Kurfurst than an Ambassador’; capable of 
‘ visiting Kur-Mainz, with servants purposely in old liveries,’ 
— ^where the case needed old, where Kur-Mainz needed 
snubbing ; not otherwise.^ ‘ The Marechal de Belleisle,’ 
says an Eyewitness, of some fame in those days, ‘ comes out 
in a variety of parts, among us here ; plays now the General, 
now the Philosopher, now the Minister of State, now the 
French Marquis; — and does them all to perfection. Surely 
a master in his art. His Brother the Chevalier is one of the 
sensiblest and best-trained persons you can see. He has a 
penetrating intellect; is always occupied, and full of great 
schemes ; and has nevertheless a staid kind of manner. He 
is one of the most important Personages here ; and in all 
thin^ his Brother’s right hand.’^ In Frankfurt, both 
Belleisle and his Brother were much respected, the Brother 

1 Buchholz, ii 57. n, 

* Voji Kleine Schriftm (cited in Adelung, ii. 400), 
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especially, fw men of dipiiliofl Indinvi^nir ntnl ftliinitijf t|uniiti(>8; 
but as to thdr llimiin'tl utid lliiiiy IViiuli Kind,’* «tui olher 
Valetry, these by lludr (•dras.’ -..Ui!; . aiul {Aimvhwd- 

yiingm) made themselves exlreunly tletetdnbte, it would 
appear.^ 


CnAPTKE XU 


SORROWS OK ins nitlTANN'IC WAJJ SIT 


Gkorge II. did not hear of Molhvitz f»»f aliove a fortnight 
after it fell out; but he hail no need of Mollwil*! to kindle 
his wrath or his ai^Livity in that mutter,* tietirgi* n, had 
seen, all along, with natural miipifold uveinion and indigna- 
tion, these high attempts of his Nephi W . * Who is this new 

little King, that will not let himstrlf 1«; sjinldwd, and laughed 
at, and led by the nose, as his Father did ; hut «ei*iiis to b« 
taking a road of his own, and taeilly tlefying i«s all ? A veiy 
high conduct indeed, for a Sov.-n-ip.n of that imi^'iutiide. 
Aspires seemingly to he the lender atmmg German IVinees ; 
to reduce Hanover and us, — im, with the gold of Ihe luid in 
our breeches-pocket, — to (he secoml place? A reverent! old 
Bishop of Liege, twitched by the rtichet, and shaken hither 


and thither, like a reverend old clothes-srreen, till he agree 
to stand still and conform. And now a Silesia aeiml ujxni ; 
a Pragmatic Sanction kicked to the winds : tlie whole world 
to be turned topsyturvy, and Hanover and iw, with our 

breeches-pocket, reduced to F 

The emotions, the proguosticulings, and diatraeted pro- 
cedures of his Britannic Majesty, of which we have ourselves 
seen somewhat, in this fennentation of the clt-m. nl t, ai« 
copiously set down for us by the English l)ry«-.du 4. (mwtty 

tuffidenl'emphwfe'^ ’ ” "•» * ea tb« ot 

JMolIwitz first heard of in London April as* {I4lhh SuW# of yiO.OOO/. 

70”* S’***"" (April mh.*4th, 174*}, 
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in unintelligiblo funri) : huh, except for wuie purposcH, one 
must be careful not to dwell on tliein, to (he .sorrow of 
readci'iS. Seldom was (here .such a lea! of Soiuii.uiiluili'-iu, ns 
that by the Jhifiiish and their Kino in the next 'rwenty 
Years. To extract Uie particle of sjuiity from it, an«l .see 
how the poor Riiftii.sh did p>t their own errand done withal, 
and Jenkins’s Far aven<vd, that, is the one interest inj.; point; 
Dryasdust and the Nightmare; .shall, (o all time, he welcome 
to the otheivs. Mere are .some Fxcerpts, a select fiov ; which 
will pcrhap.s bo our rcaditsst expedient. 'I'hese do, nnder 
certain main aspects, sh.'iilow forth the intricate {msture <4* 
Kin^^ Geor^^c and iiis Nation, when Ih-lhasle, a.s I’l 't .tf, 
or Chief Bully, slept diovn info the rii% in fh.-il ninnner; 
asking, ‘ I.s there an ,\nl:ip;oui'.te:;, ihen, or Chief Defender?’ 

[ will label them, numher them; and, with the miriiiimm of 
aeedful commentary, leave them to imaginative readers, 


No. 1. Snat<'?i t>f ParUttmmtfin/ Phojurmr hy Mr. Vittri 
(19th April n-H) 

Tho faliginotiH cxj>Ii ■ ions, mare *ir less voleuntr, which Wfitl oa 1« 
’arlkmoat imd ia Kti;(lisii six-ii'ty, i^jniaxt hVieiiciehN KnUir- 

rise, for long years from this liale. iiro now all »n.l nvoj.lsl.le, 
bough they tmvo left their elt'erts aiming its u, tl,is IVriuijw 

oaderR would like to see tlie one reaNt>iiiitile wiini ! hate fnilea in with, 
f opposite tendency; Rfr. Viner’s winil, at the fn-jg ctitjimK «f Umt 
uestion: plninly scusililo word, wliieh, tmd it Wen iillemleil tn {*« it 
as not), alight Imvo saved ii» so miieh tt(>itsen««', imt of idle talk oiilv 
ut of extremely serious deed which en-ue.l th, . .•.,.,.0 1 
London, 1!)/A April I7'll, This day' (.tiiittwiia not yet known, 
ampof Giittia too well known!), ‘King tJeorge, ia hi* own high 
srson, comos down to the i louse of W.r.h, whieh, like the Ciher 
ouse, Is sunk painfully it, Walpole (•nnt,....T.i.-., .Hpaoid, W«r 
mtroversies, of a merely domestic imtnref - aml hifomw tmih llonmir. 
'le lIouKos, with extreme emition, imiiiiiig nohody, Timt he loiich 
shes they would think of helping lihii in these atarmiog circmo.tetirei 
the Ce!e.stiai linlaaeti, ready apparently to go l,„els uppermost, T 0 
uch tlie gtmoml answer la, “ Yes, aurely F'—wiih g v«t« «f £M»,00C»fc 
r her Hungarmn Majesty, a few daya hvnre. From thmM» ss»otlB®nli 
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(if Fuflbimmitiiry tuft, m'w m nn.l uxniniful'.'iJvtf’iroue 

lIttllJ wIupIi til lir mluvritnl hitsi tia^|s|jlil • 

<J|f. Ftiirr (t»Si luM * * »* if I uiUhikr nut fJie Iriif intinilkm of 

Aiidrp'^s |irti|HHP*!/* iit inhm mmt gritriti«« 

fram tli«» 11iroiit% nn^ iinihnl in tlivliirp il«| mill «|i|*fwo the 
King Ilf rruNHm lii Im uiUmptn u|Ein hilr^ik * » ilwi^raiiitii in %'|t|eli l 
iHit liiiw liny tuiin t’4tn pPiinir iwi ||ni imiiin^ of hjg 

IViisMini!i I liiiin, ntnl tbi^ *if tlip Urriiii«i Kiii|*iii4^ (noj. 

/, Mi% r.) I ** It Hir* tu hnm llii* Itr4. riiiltiivmir of 

IIhho wlnim thin Aifilt'iHiii hmm ?i fl, if* that 

bin rniMsittii Maiitt* #4> |ittblirl)^ (% A^fiw^/rr 

ilf ip/iii| it ims sft Mr* Tinrr)^ firmly 

tU’gini iinil Mil »tntugly in ir-iihm$l friuwiliilbit feiul rmwiii, itini ig 

<mly inw of Umm imAniiiitry ’nhirli Afiibiiliin nwy iilwnyn fin^ ^ tb 
(IwiiiiikniH of fimillirr/ (/Mir* 3lin ^ 

A mmi in«li iH‘i5.:4!.b' I'lilrli wm riPiW nor 

<mu ovor \m thm j tmt ^phwihI m i^lllmr iiiitii*rmn«ry nr i4« ifone 
of its own .iirmiril* by limt CnlliMfti^# Wlwiniti tif Kiigiiwl (wltb « naga 
(imirgo ji, III ibti Inintl nf It) ; wlio filmigiMl liitn Hoitliigini, Fiintiiimy, 
Atmirmn Hi*b«iclian, Ai^; la rbA|jf*!!}\ unil f«tii«|iiibtt of felit English 
Niilioiiiil Dalil, among otimr nimign lii roOMniumiro !-'*« 

tlint of Knn/.ler l.inl«!;r, «ml Uw ‘wi jiuMic 
T'k|)Ifi!ia!i(>n’ (whifh w« «H}|;hOy hoanl of bug smoo)* l»m* is 
wiotlier Notf, wiiloss mulooi prffor In itki|» it : 

"I'liat tlifi l)l|>lf>m»tii) nm! I’olitlrat worlil 1 * unlrcruMtly !n travail at 
tliia time, no reader iieml lie told ; Eumjw (••.. ?, >, hi si. in dim aiuirty, 
honvy-lwUm rajaictatiim {whlrli to ua ha* fallm *» varwit) j iowkiiiR 
towards Inevitable changca ami the l»M|t»i htatte. All iti travail ; and 
already uttering printed MmilfMowi, Itatwite, ItedMctliirw, mid otlier 
pwbllo travall-#AHeA* of Uiat kiml. l*rliit«l f not to aimak of the im- 
printed, of the oral which vanlahed on the ajiotj or even of the written 
whicJi were ahot forth by bnmthlfiaa eetefettwi, and nnli-ipi-ilv did not 
vanlah, but lie in anshivea, atill b«m»ii»f upon «a, ••Wm’t'ym wid 
me, then? '— Alas, except on cmitjmh.iMn. N«i Life tmirig precious 
(and time, which is th® stuf of liil-), N.i 1 
'At llelnalmrg as elaowhere, at Kohuiierf flwt of all, It had le«i felt, 
in Ootobor last, that there would be ManlfeatoM needed j learned i'nwf, 
the mor® irrefragable tho better, of our Klgbt to aileai*. It wa* aettled 


* Tindal, **. 491, gives the R<^at Speeeb {daitto a wry aWdjrty eomlliionlj 

see alio Coxe, Afeuwe/ dmtrim, ill. Vteer'a Fragment of a Staweh bis 
Thackeray, /,»/««/ Cda/daw.I.Sy. “ 
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there^ Let Ludwig, Kamler of tlie University of Halle, do it/ (Herr 
Kanzler Ludwig, monster of Antiquarian, Legal and other Learning 
there : wealthy, too, and close-fisted ; whom we have seen obliged to 
open his closed fist, and to do building in the Friedidch Strasse, before 
now ; Niissler, his son-in-law, having no money : — as careless readers 
have perhaps forgotten ?) ‘ Ludwig set about his new task with a proud 
joy. Ludwig knows that story, if he know an}dihing. Long years ago 
he put forth a Chapter upon it ; weighty Chapter ; in a Book of weight, 
said Judges; — Book weighing, in pounds avoirdupois and otherwise, 
none of us now knows what : ^ — but, in after years, it used to be said by 
flatterers of the Kanzler, Herr Kanzler, see the effect of Learning. It 
was you, it was your weighty Book, that caused all this World-tumult, 
and flung the Nations into one another's hair!” Upon which the old 
Kanzler would blush : You do me too much honour I” 

^Ludwig, directly on order given, gathered out his documents again, 
in the King's name this time ; and promised something weighty by New- 
year's day at latest.' Doubtless to the joy of Niissler, who has still no 
regular appointment, though well deserving one. ^And sure enough, 
on January 7 th, at Berlin, in three languages,” Ludwig's Deduction had 
come out ; an eager Public waiting for it : ^ — and at Berlin it was gener- 
ally thought to be conclusive. I have looked into Ludwig's Deduction, 
stem duty urging, in this instance for one : such portions as I read are 
nothing like so stupid as was expected ; and, in fact, are not to be called 
stupid at all, but fit for their purpose, and moderately intelligible to those 
who need them,' — which happily we do not in this place. 

Judicious Mr. Viner availed nothing against the Proposed 
Address ; any more than he would against the Atlantic Tide, 
coming-in unanimous, under influence of the Moon itself, — as 
indeed this Address, and the triumphant Subsidy which was 
voted in the rear of it, may be said to have done.® Subsidy 

^ Title of this weighty Performance (see Preuss, Thronhesteigung^ p, 432) is, 
or was (size not given), Germania Princeps (Haloe, 1702). Preuss says farther, 

* That Book ii. c. 3 handles the Prussian claims : Jagerndorf being § 13 ; Liegnitz, 

§ 14; Oppeln and Ratibor, § i6;— and that Ludwig had sent a Copy of this 
Argument’ (weighty Performance altogether? Or Book ii. c. 3 of it, which would 
have had a better chance ?) ‘ to King Friedrich, on the death of Kaiser Karl vi.’ 

* Title is, Pechtsgegrundetes Eigeitthum (in the Latin copies, Patrimoniuniy and 
Propriiid fondic en Droit in the French copies) des that is to say, Legal 
Right of Property in the Royal- Electoral House of Brandenburg to the Duchies 
afid Principalities of Jagerndorf Liegnitz, Brieg, fFbto/ (Berlin, 7th January 

1741)* ^ 

® Coxe, iii. 265, 

VOL. IV, « 



178 FIUST StLESlAN WAE [book XH. 

[April- May 174* 

of SOO.OOOZ. to her Hungarian Majesty; which with the 
2OO,OO0Z. already gone that road, makes a handsome Half- 
million for the present Year. The first gush of the Britannic 
Fountain, — which flowed like an Amalthea’s Horn for seven 
years to come ; refreshing Austria, and all thirsty Pragmatic 
Nations, to defend the Keystone of this Universe. Unluckily 
eveiT guinea of it went, at the same time, to encourage 
Austria in scorning King Friedrich’s offers to it; which 
perhaps are just offers, thinks Mr. Viner ; which once listened 
to, lh*agmatic Sanction would be safe.^ 

This Parliament is strong for Pragmatic Sanction, and has 
high resentments against Walpole ; in both which points the 
New Parliament, just getting elected, will rival and surpass it, 
— especially in the latter point, that of uprooting Walpole, 
'which the Nation is bent on, with a singular fury. Prag- 
matic Sanction like to be ruined; and Walpole furiously 
thrown out : what a pair of sorrows for poor George ! 
During his late Caroline’s time, all w'ent peaceably, and that 
of ^ governing ’ was a mere pleasure ; Walpole and Caroline 
cunningly doing that for him, and making him believe he 
was doing it. But now has come the crisis, the collapse ; 
and his poor Majesty left alone to deal with it ! — 


No. Comtuvtwnal Historian on the Phenoinenon qf 
Walpole im England 


^For above Ten Years, Walpole himself/ says my Constitutional 
Historiaii (unpuhlished), 'for almost Twenty Years, Walpole virtually 
and through others, has what they call "governed” England; that is 
to say, has adjusted the convicting Parliamentary Chaos into counter- 
poise, by what methods he had; and allowed England, with Walpole 
atop, to jumble whither it would and could. Of crooked things made 


Mr. Ymerwas of Pupham, or Pupholm, in Lincolnshire, for which County 
be sal then, ^ for many years before and after.-from about 1713 till 1761, 
^ instructed man, say his contemporaries. « He was ft 

fo^d of ]^Iu^lce»vand had a house near Bolingbroke’s Battersea one*’' 

gL ^ CoonteM dft 

Urey md Ripm ; which is an interesting little fact, ' 
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straight by Walpole^ of heroic performance or intention^ iegisiativ© or 
administrative^ by Walpole^ nobody ever heard ; never of the least 
handbreadth gained from the Night-Realm in England, on Walpole’s 
part ; enough if he could manage to keep the Parish Constable walking, 
and himself float atop. Which task (though intrinsically zero for the 
Community, but all-important to the Walpole, of Constitutional 
Countries) is a task almost beyond the faculty of man, if the careless 
reader knew it ! 

‘^This task Walpole did, — in a sturdy, deep-bellied, long-headed, 
John-Bull fashion, not unworthy of recognition. A man of very 
forcible natural eyesight, strong natural heart, — courage in him to all 
lengths ; a very block of oak, or of oak-root, for natural strength. He 
was always very quiet with it, too ; given to digest his victuals, and he 
peaceable with everybody. He had one rule, that stood in place of 
many : To keep out of every business which it was possible for human 
wisdom to stave aside. ^^What good will you get of going into that? 
Parliamentary criticism, argument and botheration ? Leave well alone. 
And even leave ill alone : — are you the tradesman to tinker leaky vessels 
in England? You will not want for work. Mind your pudding, and 
say little !*’ At home and abroad, that was the safe secret. Eor, in 
Foreign Politics, his rule was analogous : Mind your own affairs. You 
are an Island, you can do without Foreign Politics ; Peace, keep Peace 
with everybody : what, in the DeviFs name, have you to do with those 
dog-worryings over Seas? Once more, mind your pudding!” Not so 
had a rule ; indeed it is the better part of an extremely good one ; — and 
you might reckon it the real rule for a pious Britannic Island (reverent 
of God, and contemptuous of the Devil) in times of general Downbreak 
and Spiritual Bankruptcy, when quarrellings of Sovereigns are apt to be 
mere dog-worryings and DeviFs work, not good to interfere in. 

‘In this manner, Walpole, by solid John-Bull faculty (and methods of 
his own), had balanced the Parliamentary swaggings and clashings, for 
a great while ; and England had jumbled whither it could, always in a 
stupid, but also in a peaceable way. As to those same methods of his 
own,” they were — in fact they were Bribery. Actual purchase of votes 
by money slipt into the hand. Go straight to the point. The direct 
real method this,” thinks Walpole : ^^is there in reality any other?” A 
terrible question to Constitutional Countries ; which, I hear, has never 
been resolved an the negative, by the modern improvements of science. 
Changes of form have introduced themselves ; the outward process, I 
bear, is now quite different. According as the fashions and conditions 
alter, — according as you have a Fourth Estate developed, or a Fourth 
Estate still in the grub stage and only developing, — ^mucb variation of 
outward processes conceivable. 
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^ Blit Votes, under pain of Death Official, are necessary to your poor 
Walpole : and votes, I hear, are still bidden for, and bought You may 
buy them by money down (which is felony, and theft simple, against the 
poor Nation ) ; or by preferments and appointments of the unmeritorious 
man, — 'which is felony double-distilled (far deadlier, though more refined^, 
and theft most compound i theft, not of the poor Nation s money, but of 
its soul and body so far, and of all its moneys and temporal and spiiitnal 
interests whatsoever j theft, you may say, of collops cut from its side, 
and poison put into its heart, poor Nation I Or again, you may buy, not 
of the Tliird Estate in such ways, but of the Fourth, or of the Fourth 
and Third together, in other still more felonious and deadly, though 
refined ways. By doing claptraps, namely ; letting-off Parliamentary 
blue-lights, to awaken the Sleeping Swineries, and charm them into 
diapason for you,~what a music ! Or, without claptrap or previous 
felony of your own, you may feloniously, in the pinch of things, make 
truce with the evident Demagogos, and Son of Nox and of Perdition, who 
has got within those walls” of yours, and is grown important to you by 
the Awakened Swineries, risen into alt, that follow him. Him you may, 
in your dire hunger of -votes, consent to comply with ; his Anarchies you 
win pass for him into ^^Laws,” as you are pleased to term them -instead 
of jiointmg to the whipping-post, and to his wicked long ears, which are 
so fit to be nailed there, and of sternly recommending silence, which 
w'ere the salutary thing. — ^Buying may be done in a great variety of w^ays. 
The question. How you huy.^ is not, on the moral side, an important 
one. Nay, as there is a beauty in going straight to the point, and by 
that course there is likely to be the minimum of mendacity for you, 
perhaps the direct money-method is a shade less damnable than any of 
the others since discovered; — while, in regard to practical damage 
resulting, it is of childlike harmlessness in comparison ! 

^ That was Walpole’s method ; with this to aid his great natural faculty, 
long-headed, deep-bellied, suitable to the English Parliament and Nation, 
he went along with perfect success for ten or twenty years. And it 
might have been for longer, — ^had not the English Nation accidentally 
come to wish, that it should cease jumhling Tzowhither ; and try to jumble 
somewhither, at least for a little while, on important business that had 
risen for England in a certain quarter. Had it not been for Jenkins’s 
Fkr blazing out in the dark English brain, Walpole might have lasted 
still a long whila But his fate lay there :-~the first Business vital to 
England which might turn up ; and this chanced to be the Spanish War. 
How vital, readers shall see anon* Walpole, knowing well enough in 
what state his War-apparatus was, and that of aU his Apparatuses there 
was none in a working state, but the Parliamentaiy one, — resisted the 
S^msh War ; stood in the door against it, with a rhinoceros determina- 



CH. Xlt.l SOKHOWS or liHITANNIC XUJKS'I'Y 181 

Apfll*Mif s’Mil 

tittlli wrtiitlliiiif 4if ii r#Mi|«t0 tm% lit iitltiiii itp In 

tilittit imih w sttiiti, he Imtl » it htt lifiilli, tliii 

t^iiprifiui wiirh ll li rmw jimving; the ,\Iiiiii4|ry 

tlyliiil ly Itwhm from II ; «lyiiiir haril, htil Irmtifiiinhly. 

Kiigikli Niillfiii wm IfiitiiPiiiirly wliinlshfil, wfilrh irii« 

nol, «iiy mow lliaii iit tim nther nf Naltire* In ihnl IVi?I|ihIp ^ IFttr- 
ill iiifli ft fiiinlitiiiit. Ali hm A|t|iariilii«e«, gmmmmf 

lire ill lift lirtlrp, if It he md tlir i^ariiiimriitiiry ntit, 1‘htf Niillnti 

li imiitriiifly whirli agfilti k iliil* Iti liinl ttiiit Itlsi 

Piirliftitifiiliirf Ap'fniiatjr: Iia4 h»n in gmt iiinl hy tli# 

iKii Ilf «|j ** IliriMnilfiiii Brftiiikl nf Sirmnlufsi !** ihinh^' the 
Kfttiofi* «if HftUire, fn%% thiiih^ AiiftI 

ill fitrt k »yrlt ft ifiririii riiftHnic In Kiinlwil* hi thiwe ami in the Inti 

iiiicl tli« rricinllii,| M llirimietiii Iti he ihiiigennii tii lii|fli 

iliiiigermiii In !■'''* Iitwl nt titi« lltm flliirfit ismit ii linil mil kw 

witniwuril In niiin*M fiitniiiry | ill mmmtt itf Ccniiillii« ftinl riitiilJliiinieitfii 
with iiileniri iiiiliftifttinii, etiiir^hiir their frj.rr' rjjtJnr. In »arrfi Inin 
that iwlmfiiliiiii Hiwiiilfil nf l^rafidak, law nf Haliirr, nr wlmtiH'rr It snay 
Im ; ftfici aliiti ilit itmt, tt their fmrit. 

*T 0 tilt iiftw reftifrr llierii In nninefhlnfr almnnl imthellr hi ll»r«e 
liidilpiftibnn, Mil lilgli rwilw Itt have Ihirity tif l*iirikfisrtitiinii lliiirfiiiifii 
flefhrm, in nt Naltir# atnl llni ifiiiwfltiilloiwl Rlw; 
I hfiw tiiel wlilr, ni4 #ren the tViiankn Hryamliiiti 1$ m 
uM‘.un'i'u!‘!y wearkimm^ nr mn fmftmul In ri|ii.ftl In nf iliill iiiatiit|'| 
III Iiiffininyf Hying r««l#ri| niir fintir Enflkh liitirtiiltiilfie. 

iillrii«w|*f«t#4 Hftrrallffti, frilnnm arter nf lli# ntnl 

4*(»!hs(i,Mhn;t'3» Ih© aiitl linrniliii^ «tnl In Nalititt 

ftiiii whlfh fiiiiieil llmfenfwnn tralifole (In iihtmt » 

ymr llioiigli lit iltirh tii Ihii grmmit ilk© a rhinfirnrO'S ir»il 

mllwl mil. Awl » Siiertiiivr, ftinl m^rim iff Kiirrmiftnrs, In the Infill 
lirwiikrifw itfite, wm pit rnlkrl In ; with hnwiw^e 'fjfnnitlng fi'otn iiinii* 
kirwl lip ti> llik flute m$ Imyp fin te t»rll«ivn IfnA the iawi 

of Mftiliri wiirnfnl filirrigfttefl oii llfut nrcmUm, nr lh«t ilie nnistlttiiJwiftl 
itm» fifty® wtipfi ilteriM'l tlwir mnmm ^Inrn.* 

Tint irnl|m!r‘ will i^u.h>.hh ti® bit, gfw* iiilifli home to 

the Royal ia tli««e trouhloHs Spring hiiwIIki of 1741, 

M it haa don# wd will do. And li#j«, t-iu.-i;;!)!,-: from lli« 
Spanbb Main ju»t now, f* n second sorrow, which might fpiit# 

‘ Ftbrasry ijih (sd), ly^t, qtiiiting Ihs ttawM tfitr t.i«l Mwgfl »«M 
ht WO0M o«w tnttr ll sgaifi t nni did 1 Febmry ifd, twJgniid |« fiiyMr 

ef Paltcn^ and r..!j friwtsl, *■. |pi Hindiimy, J. 4JJ, 
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transfix the Eoyal bosom, and drive Majesty itself to despair ; 
awakening such insoluble questions, — furnishing such proof, 
that Walpole and a good few other persons (persons, and 
also things, and ideas and practices, deep-rooted in the 
Country) stand much in need of being lost, if England is to 
go a good road 1 

The Spanish War being of moment to us here, we will let 
our Constitutional Historian explain, in his own dialect. How 
it was so vital to England ; and shall even subjoin what he 
gives as History of it, such being so admirably succinct, for 
one quality. 

No. 3. Of the Spanish War^ or the Jenkins'^s->Ear Question 

^Tliere was real cause for a War with Spain. It is one of the few 
casesj this, of a war from necessit7. Spain, by Decree of the Pope, — 
— some Pope long* ago, whose name we will not remember, in solemn 
Conclave, drawing accurately ^^his Meridian Line,” on I know not what 
Telluric or Uranic principles, no doubt with great accuracy, between 
Portugal and Spain,” — was proprietor of all those Seas and Continents. 
And now England, in the interim, by Decree of the Eternal Destinies, 
had clearly come to have property there, too ; and to be practically much 
concerned in that theoretic question of the Pope’s Meridian. There was 
no reconciling of theory with fact. Ours indisputably,” said Spain, 
with loud articulate voice; Holiness the Pope made it ours 1” — while 
fact and the English, by Decree of the Eternal Destinies, had been 
grumbling inarticulately the other way, for almost Two Hundred years 
past, and no result had. 

^n Oliver Cromwell’s time, it used to bo said, "^With Spain, in 
Europe, there may be peace or war ; but between the Tropics it is 
always war.” A state of things well recognised by Oliver, and acted on, 
according to his opportunities. No settlement was had in Oliver's brief 
time ; nor could any be got since, when it was becoming yearly more 
pressing. Bucaniers, desperate naval gentlemen living on houcan, or 
hung beef; who are also called Mibustiers {FimUers, Free-booters ” in 
French pronunciation, which is since grown strangely into FilihusterSf 
Fillibustiers, and other mad forms, in the Yankee Newspapers now 
current) : readers have heard of those dumb methods of protest. Dumb 
and furious; which could bring no settlement; but which did astonish 
the Popes Decree, slashing it with cutlasses and sea-cannon, in that 
maimer, and circuitously forwarded a settlement. Settlement was 
becoming yearly more needful: and, ever since the Treaty of Utrecht 
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iliero hnd beeiii m\ lnce««iint iinixgle going on, to proauo# 
one; without thu Iwwt eiTout hithorto* Whitt oniU:issyiin,r>i, hur^.-utiitii-vj, 
l)iirgain-lu-ojikiugs ; wlutt gitllojiiug of tlo« ; Arrm of tlipluuutf to 
paper, now fallen to ilte who itlwayn privately were the rem! 

ownern! Not in tlte 'IVeatty of Utreeht, not in the < ’ongrei4f4e^ iif Chtnihriiy, 
of Somsoiw, Convention of Pardo, hy Itipperda, liitnteo Walpole, or llio 
wagging of wigH, could thin matter ho settled at all. Near Iho himdretl 
yearn of citron ie. luiaery and had there been, under any of tlmno wigi, 
a Head capable of reading the Heavenly Mandates, with heart capable of 
following them, the ntinery might have been hrndly endeti, hy a direct 
melhoil With wlmt ImmenHO waving in all kind^, rotopiu-cil with ili« 
oblique method g<um upon I In quantity of hlotoNhed needed, of money, 
of i<llo talk and entafettea, not to apeak of higher roiwideratlinta, tlit 
saving had been incahnilahle. For it was F 4 ig!iind*a one Canw of H'ar 
dttring the ('enittry wo are now upon; itnd poor Eng!and*ii nmfm\ wlien 
at hwt driven into it, went iimhiguouHly circling round the witol# ilfdverwi, 
instead of atraigliit to the mark. Had Oliver (!romwell lived ten yean 
longer 'hut Oliver Crotnwell did not live; and, Instead of llerolo 
IleadH, there came in Ciowtitutional Wigs, which makes a great diderenet. 

'The pretensioiw of Spain to keep Half iho Wmdd locked 4t|i Iti 
embargo w’cro entirely chimerical ; plainly contradictory to tire I aw* of 
Nature ; ainl no anuntnt of Popea Donation Acts, or i Vrenumial in llol* 
or Propaganda, wmhl redeem lliem from untenahility, In theimMlern daya^ 
To lie like a dog in the manger over South America, and iay aiiarlingi 
*^'None of you nhall trade here, though I ciinnoi I ***»«- wlmt Pofie or tnuly of 
Pojjes can wmciion «uch a procedure ? I Inti England had a lleitd, limtead 
of W'igw, amid iti diplomatbti, England, m the chief parly liUere»leti^ 
would have long Mlnm inlirniited gently to «nch dttg In the manger: 

Ih»g, will yon he so tdiliglng m rise! I am grieved to any, w'o slmlt have 
to do unplenHaut tilings otherwise. Doga have dtiors for Ilnur hutrlmi : 
hut to pretend barring the Tropic. <^f C'ancer,- that N IfHi lug ii dmtr for 
any dog. Can noluHiy hut ytm have Inminesi here, theti, winch is not 
dlsjilcavdug to the godi ? tVo hid you rise! And in llila mode fliero ii 
no doubt the dog, hark and bite m he migliti would haw otidfeMl Ity 
riilng ,* not only England, hut all llm Ihtiverao being against liitii* And 
furthermore, I caimpuie with cerUnnty, the i|imntily of fighiiitg 
to ohtiiln «uch rwult wouhl, by this mode, have been » mitiliiniin. ITit 
clear right being there, and iii»w alst» the clear miglil, why Inki reftigt 
in diplomatic wiggerles. In Aaalento IVenllea, and Arrwigettifiiilii wlilcti 
are 7wt iinalogcnm to tlm facta ; which are hut wigged metnliciites, Iher#* 
fore ; and will hut iggravai# In quanlily and In i|imlily tliw ftgiitliig ytl 
needed? Fighting Is but {at hm b#en will iakl) a lmttorifif>oiil of ih« 
mtndacititi, pritiueti-^ imd imngiuarv ikmtiilii : wiUlmltoml-ottl, 
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liJu^ dtmt ati*! flMi-’, fhr* nml Jili tli# 

gskv; ths' .K r^^mmn J.-irU mml |li»‘ir vi'4l»lt* wIiiU«)ll 

ti> t>ti4 finoUii*!'. i*t 

*''rh(‘. A-. Tiri^v n%vA npimt ffi# ri»4(fit fii hm% 

it. Pitit {1.S-* I :?j •.:»!* tt'>4 aay nw^innr*^; iitir tawid |»r*4i<iifl 

to h;iv«‘ tlo?4\ 'I.'!avv »n|«|*ly Nr/rtiri^, itt Hiir*it iifiil »iif|| 

ntiinkKi', aiititK.'ilv t-'» t’:*' rinol4!2«i?ii4 ; Hn4 liA'* 

hraurh i»t‘ tr.i.P*, t*> h lht» isl' rnfiiift |i| 

tltoir rn;ia?ir;uiurr^l a; : on Ifin-ii” ♦anint'* J 4|niiaf A ff%»nl.4h*ii lirwlly 

Viv tliis sf :pij{;aitoi, 'l .h -.f ]!a»ir Nhi|»a4^!i t» l*it l*nrflfni| 

m luaiiv laid tin lU'u'o. Tlio mm tlul y of r,iwi' Ioiih 

tn tli# ryo ; hut llso A^sunitn Mii|i wm 
attoudi’d tuid »>nnill rrrif'l wii4 In loMiftiii 

tnosl intis ttliil 

nbl«* t-inall rrait. tnd <'-'dy rarriod W »idl, l«il. woiil l*li*l 

niinr tn .PmuiicM a^i'l UH4*'*r VArtoijai wjili iH't*r tlfHt »iit|i|d}iti 

td' imn-idMiidi : .'n;rs »■*: !|h*» info# i'li»i4!iii|| flin 

Ton*. atfil 'Inn - ^-.ih wliirit »f»t «f, f|i*JLifim '“llik urn.* 

tho tkid, janfnrpv Hnll Larmn in Kniebsid, %'o4r4 nvm l»y tiiin'n »«ni|li?br 
pndcfiia'n iiiui ob ill, mt it, P'rriindly 

wtdl knuvvn in Sjnnsi sil .o^ anrl fii thii liiiiirfla t lunl 

(npt^iinsin wIm> rniliir^ilfy ko|»t Isi *i tliiliMif 

ra;';(' l*y it, and dj.|u» nd fti ||r omI ijifo fbnnt^ ii|«iii if, iifirn it ImiiI KWi 
tiinind tip) Sn«‘]i A t '♦ Uni! of' Intd ftonttwi I*'* ihrin l iioil thoir 
inoih* of t rs'.'itin.": it, bv toarmil' ol'f Ivn* iiro^-rd In 

binl hhall wn ’..tv. ur .;*nr»«i ? ■■■■■intolTrfildo |o liiirli 'ttkiil J iiltil 

broii'dit inatft'rs tn n tab.;*, in iltit * '* * 

Tht* 4<‘nIwinN''s Ivnr Q\w-Aunu whJrh tlirri Itiobii »4i iiiiict to 
(*v<‘rybotlv, bow sntu* hiui it tunv gniwit tw *i*y rofistilii'tiiMifil 
I'Vioufl I In fili-druse Iiitlirrmw form llitiv fny iiinriidimi 
(|nt.%slious i'nvolvntl in it 5 wliirti WiTO nrrion*! tiimii^ln rt-rliiifi 
m()U‘;'li, l.lun3;.*h iutidlite to <!VCTy!M>iiy* llntf tlir World lil| 
lud(l(.'n in ('inhrvii nntlef it. t'ootau! i\un^U*\ w!io»i:* il tl> 
b(^ ? Slinll Half ill© Wiirld l»© En|^!iuidX fnr iiititisiriii! 
))urpnN«’s ; whirh h iiilici©ent| liuidiltlli*i ©itiiforiliillili* to tlic 
Mnlt'ipru'.Hlion-d.ahln at li*mt| and iilJ'itr jilfilii iMm^i CIr 
sluill it la.‘ SjiniiPa for arro;,;;mf ■forjdi} »!ifiiii«cii*vi»lifiniil 
j)urpos(\s% eonlradi<dt'»fy to mi^ty law? TIi© itiriilriibitili 
'Vfuik<*(; Nation bigg©iit ll'itriottiffiiiri (ciiiw |}toiig!it 

beniilirulcst) of ttase tm>i lift!© at caititoi 



CIL XIL] SOIIIIOWS OF BIUTANNIC 18S 

April “ M «y X74r3 

readers on either Kide of the sea now know il, ki,y invotwL 
Shall there be a Yankee Nation, shall there not he; slifilt 
the New World be of Sjamlsh tvjH% shall it: be of Jhij„(!isli ? 
Issues whieli we may call immense. Among the tlaai exliint 
Sons of Adiimi wliere was be who could in the fniniesi ilegree 
surmise what issues lay in the ih‘nkinsVvFa,r hhmsiiim ? And 
it is curious to consider mnv, witii what fierce <!ee|> hi‘rnl!ied 
dogg(‘dness the poor Fnglisli Natitm, drawn by llielr instincts, 
held fast upon it, and would take no di.mia!, as if //a*// Iiad 
surmised and secau For the iiislincis of simph* guileless 
persons (liahle to he counted dfiph!^ hy the unwary) are soniis 
times of |)ri>pht‘!ic nature, ami spring frtmi the deep pliices of 
this lJiuvia\se Corislilulionid Friend entities ids neit 

Section CarOutiyna % but might nujre fitly biive headi'd it 
(for such in reality it is, ("arihayema {uoving Ihe evaiiesreiit 
point of that sad birhu'ss). 


SueemH Mhtorp of the Spmmh Wm\ te/nV/i hep^m in 17S0 ; 
and ended ~ When did ii end ? 

l\ Watf and PnrOhlkik (Nmmnhr 17*10— Jfiiitj/i l740),^*^Nciw»law 
4tln 17*1it? W'nr wim at hsitgih (niter nhova fair-iMMiitlH a1w«nir« 
declaring of it, in tha sliajm of Orclam in t'ounrll, l^lirrs of Miiri|no, mill 
so on) got openly tiiicliirati ; llarahii nt Arnm nt tlie umml pliirw** 
Wowing Irumpati npon it, ami ramlhig tlni royiil MiiiiifcKto,«|{ila of whlrli 
ii live cliiya curlier, Kinisingion, Oetoher noth (liilli)/* line prhiri|Msl 
Bventi that atisna, arrimge theniselves imiler Hrree Ibrndji, tlhn of IhntO'* 
Bello being ihe JirH ; ami (hy InieuMe mnolUng) are itiiteiihle m follewi :* 

^Tuoicifiy Eveningi l^»t Deeeinher ITUIh ^dunral Verinnn t*iir eliii«#n 
.Anii-Spmuanl, llmling, a while ago, lliat hn hiol rnf'^sr*! Iliii 
Ships on the Foiiit of %S|iiiiin and nnmt try Annn*in4 ami ili« Spiiiblt 
Main, in tliat view irriven at Porto- 1 lei In* Next iliiy, lloeeinlmr 2<l, 
Vernon titfieki Portmllello ; atturks certain »ti-*rai!cib with 

furloni hroadslinnir* followed hy reminding; gets siirrerider (on 
«— leameii iiav# aUciwatmt iiiMlend of plunder; hlo^4?.'tsp what Caillea 
there are ; and returns to Port Iloyal in dimialrii. 

^Nev(‘r -imagined Joy In Engiiiml, and fame In Veriioiii wlieii tim liiiti 

» Cmikmm^s Magunim, In. 551* m. 134* *4iS, 144, 3501 Tindal, m 4SO*3i 
443, etc* 
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oatiift : ''Took it with Six Shipjt,*' cry they; ^^th© fcurvy ftliiiislry, wli© 
had heard him, in the firo of Parliamentary (h‘hate» Kay Six, wtnild grant 
him no more: invincible Vernon Nay, next Year, I «ee, *M.oudon 
was illuminated on the Anniversary of Porto-Jbdlo*' clay sallied in 
permanence as one of the Iligh-tides of the C’alendar, it would appear. 
And Vernoids Birthday'* withal,— how touching is stupidity wdum 
loyal I — was celehratad amazingly in all the chief Tennis, like a kind of 
Christmas, when it came round ; Nature having deigned to produce such 
a man, for a poor Naticm in dilHculties. Invincilde Vernon, it b thought 
by Gazetteers, ^^will look-in at <!arthagena shortly**; much more 
impox'tant IHace, where a certain Governor Don Bla» has been insolent 
withal, and written Vernon letters. 

^2*. PreHminaries to Cartha{fena (Marok — I^otrmher 1740). •^Monday 
14th March 1740, Vernon did, accordingly, look-in on C'arthagena ; ^ 
cast anchor in tho shallow waste of snrfs there, that iVlomlny; and tried 
some bombarding, with boinh-ketches ainl tho like, from I'lnirsday till 
Saturday following. Vernon hopes ha did hit the JtmwitH* (kdlega, 
South Bastion, Cuatom-hous© and ot!;.‘r principal ediliceH ; hut found 
that there was no getting near enough on that seawinal side. Found 
that you must force the Interior iliirhour,- a hig Inland <»uif or Imko, 
which guahea-in by what they call Lltth Mouth (Boca4*hiea), and low its 
Booms, (Castles and Defences, winch are numerous and »tr<»ngish ;'“«and 
that, for this end, you must have Seven or Fight 'riiousand Duid l''orceH, 
as wcdl as an addition of Hhips. On Saturday Kvening, therefore, 
Vernon calls-in his homh-keiehes ; aails past, examining these tilings; 
and goes forth on oilier small adventures. For e\amp!»*, • 

^ Sunday Ikl April 1740 ** about 10 at night,** opein cannonade on 
ChagrCB (place often enough taken, by cuthiHs and iiistol, in the Buennier 
times); and, on 'ruesday 5th, gets surrender of idmgres; *‘(*nHtom- 
house eraramad with goods, which we set lire to/* Gii news of whicli, 
there is again, in England, joy over the day of small lliinfcs. *rhe poor 
English People are set on this business of avenging deiikiiis*H Ear, ami ot 
having the Ocean Highway unbarred ; and hope iilwaiys It can bo doiiii by 
the Walpole Apparatuses, which ouglit to li© In working order* and are 
not I Support this hero, you Walpole luwl Company, In liiiCiirtJmgoiia 
views : it will be better for you P* 

nValpol© and Company, aware of that fact, do take »««© trmildi 
about it; and now, may not we say, Ptiuih mtijorn mmimmf All 
through that Summer 1740*— while King Friedrich weiii rnslting about, 
to Strasburg, to Wesel ; doing his lierstal# and Ih’iielieiiliiitw, with a 
light high hand, in almost an entertaining ntaiiiiir; and intent, itili 

^ Afuptsimi x. J5a 
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more,, on Voltaii^-.^ iim! » !♦» tins ^ thf^ni wa«*. In Eiig-kn^l# 

serious lu»avy iuuiuli of iuiiviiy* Menroi lunl iHiMit*. lit lUo Doi'kyiirili, 
on tlie what a nfir; <’utuf» in tho kfo of Wight, not to 

mention Portsmouth mid the ^Soaontluhtrie?* ; Murhum are lo ho 

embarked^ an well iw lanul HoginuuiiM, •■ attyhofiy mini her? 

America iinolf In to furui*^h wiih »Hcotch itihcori to 

(liBcipiiiHUfe^** if they cum 

^llore in real hasto and oirorl ; but hy no numiH Huch npncd iw riinlil 
be winhed ; mulilplcx cmifusitow and coni rad tction'.‘i occurring, m k 
usual;, wdien your miicliinory riniH foul. Nor am the Ua/.olti*cr!** W'llhmit 
their guesseSj tlnmgh they Hindy to ho discmd. ** Hero k winiidhiiiif 
consideraldo in ilro wind; a grand idim, ft>r certain;**- mid to inrii of 
diHcerninent it points Hurcly touardu ( nrlhugcna imd lirroic \‘crn«« owl 
yonder? (Government is dumb idiopetlier; and lays i»ecuHtoiiai emhargo ; 
trying hard (without smu'ess), In this delaya that imcorreih lo hei?|i ll 
secret from Ikm BIjw and oiliers. 11ie <iitttn*iiie uf ail which 

CariktgmtiiineijX^'^ir^mkr lT 4 d l 74 i,,)- (hi Kovemher fillip 

—by no means *’kluly »1d/* as ytmr fin^i fond program boro ; whtclt didiiy 
was Itself likely to be fatid, unlcws the Almanac, ami cont'^e tif the 
Tropical Seasoiw would diday ahmg W'lth yon!' we aay, (hi Nnmiay dih 
November 1740 * (Kidser IvarPa inutcra! juni uver, ami great IlHuighlit 
going on at Ueinsberg), MlcaC'* Admiral Mr Cbaloner (kh%*'f»o iiiaity 
wetdirt and monilw after tire 'S'Ot time, doei* sail from St llidwik 
(gueHMcd, for ( ’arihagena) ; all people semling Idewi'ing^ with Inniv 
IVentydivo big Slupg id' tbe Line, wdih three llalfUegiineiit» on iHiard ; 
fn*(>Hhl|w, bomb'-keiclies, in iilmndancn; and lughty 1>an«pnrl.ii,. with 
0,000 drilled Marinei: a Seieaml-kind Force lit lo utrenglbeii Hero 
Vernon with a witneHS* and realine Ids (■‘arilmgmm views, A I'cry great 
day at Portsmouth and St. Hclenk lor thic^.e Sunday hdk J 
* Alost oliHcure among the other ItemH in ihui Armudu of Sir 1 1ialonef*ii| 
Just taking leave ol FnglamI ; most olMtmre of tfje ilenH Ihen* bnl iiow 
most imtHH*able| or aliiio.'fit ainne notn'eaidei im a young 
—on© Tobiiw Siuolleft; hufking over the watto's there iintl tli© fadiiig 
coasts, not without tlioiigbls, A pr«mil, Milidiearleti, though w.iiiiiewp||#| 
Kteru-visaged, ciitwile and liidlgnatii young gentirmam A|d ti# It© wiiitle 
in speech, having sorrows of Ids ow-n tinder lock and kayi tin tldii iiid 
subsetiuent oecaslons. Esccidlrnt Toldiw ; h© Iuh, little ha li»pw if, 
something coiisideritble by way of tni^»*!on In ihU Rupethlimi, ami ut llili 
Universe generally. AIis»ioii to lake Purindiur© of EugU»h 

^ Tiiitkl, xx. 463 (luii i/r. iberc ; ikn^ wtoag, \|iil Ocm!«rP iiiiiiwd irf 
mh (o, sAr^^mtiy t!tiu|;s wrmig, and all ihiegu hh hmm m4 iiii m 

right ! A» h poo? TindtPs w»y}, 



188 


FIRST SILESIAN WAR [nooK xn. 

fAprll.Maiy X74t 

with tlw due grimnas^ due fidelity ; and convey th© same to remote 
generatioiiR, Ixdbra it vanish. Courage, my brave young Tobias; 
through endless sorrows, contradictiona, toils and confusions, you will do 
your errand in some measure ; and that will be Komeihing !— 

^Fivo weeks before (2i)th September 1740, winrh wuis also several 
months beyond time Bet)| there had tailed, strictly hidden by embargoes 
whicli were little etTectual, another Expedition, all Naval ; inteiuled to he 
snbsidlary to this one; C'ommodore Anson'% of Three InconKiderable 
Ships ; who is to go round Cap© Horn, if he csan ; to bomlmrd Spanish 
America from the other side ; and stretch otit a hand to Verntm in his 
grand Carthagena or ulterior views, T<jgether they itmy do some 
execution, if w© judge by th© old Bucanier and Queen- El i'/a!)eth 
experiences? Ansoifs Expedition has become famoni in tlia world, 
though Teriion got no good of it' 

Well I Hero truly wm a business; not so ill-eontrivecL Somebody 
of head must have been at th© centre of this : and it might, in result, 
have aHtonished th© Spaniard, and tnmidad him mucli topsyturvy In 
those latitudes,— had the machinery for executing it been well in gear* 
Under Friedrich Wilhelm's captaincy and management, every person, 
©very item, correct to it» time, to its place, to its function, what a thing ! 
But with mere Widpole Machinery ; alas, it was far too wide a Plan for 
Machinery of that kind, habitually out of order, and only used to he as 
correct as— as it could. Those ddm^$ themselvci, first to Anson* then to 
Ogle, since the Tropical Almanac would not delay along witli tliem, had 
thrown both Enterprises into weather such m alFbut meant impossibility 
In those latitudes ! This was irremediahle had not biHin remedial)!©, 
by efforts and pushings her© and there, 111 © h«t of miinagement, m 
under Anson, could not get the better of this ; worst of management, m 
in th© other cm©, was likely to make a fine thing of it ! Li't wi 
hasten on : 

^January 20th, 1741, W© arrive, through mueli rough wither and 
other confused hardships, at Fort Eoyal In damaloa ; find Verncm 
waiting on th© slip ; th© American Eegiment, tokrabiy drilled by the 
Scotch Lieutenants, in full readiness md e(|uipment ; a body of Ntgrooi 
suiieraddiul, by way of pioneer labourers fit for those hot climate, (In© 
sad loss there had been on th© voyage hither : Ijuid forces had loit ilmir 
Commander, and did not find another. Otniral Calhcart l«id died of 
sickness on th© voyage ; a Charles Lord Catheart, who w« und«r»tood to 
poiseai some knowledge of his businois ; and hit Suc«»*Of, on© Went- 
worth, did not happen to have any# Which was reckontd unlucky, by 
the more obaervant Vernon, though in haite for Cartlmgen.'i, ii in 
iom© anxiety about a powerful French Fleet which hw httn mamvuvnng 
in those wateri for some time, intent on no good that Vtrnoa 'Csan 
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iinagiMe. Tlw imt thing now i», Bm into that French Fleet French 
Fleet, on our going to look In the proper iMliniul, la found to ho idl oil* for 
home ; wen iiumtly *tiirved or oihorwko dmul/* we Iimr ; so that now, 
after tluH la«t short delay, —To Carthagena with all sail. 

^WetlncMday Evening lUth March 1741, We anchor in the Pkya 
Grande, the waste iurfy Shallow which washes Carihagena seaward, 124 
sail of m, lug and littla We find Don Bhii in a very prepared posture. 
Don Bla« has been doing hii heat, this twelvemonth past; plugginguip 
that Boca-diica {LUtk Mauih} Ingate, with hatteries, hoomi, great whips ; 
and luis castles not a few tliereahouti and In t!ie Interior kike or 
Harlxmr ; all which he hm put in tolerahle defencCi «o far as can he 
judged: not an inactive, if an liiiolent Don, We spend the next five 
days in considering and Hurveying theie Performances of hii ; What Is to 
he done with them ; how, in the first place, we may force Eoca-Ghiem ; 
and get in upon hii Interior Custloi ami him* After couiideritlon, and 
plan fixed ; 

^Monday 20th Marclii Sir Chabner, with hroadildts, »w©aps away 
some mall defencei which He to left of BtHm-€hl«i' (to our /#y!, to Boca* 
Chica’s rlghi if anybody eare« to be pnrticukr). ntdiertnipon the 
IVoops land, iome of them that same evening ; and, witiuii the next two 
days, are all ashore, implement, Negroes and the rest; building 
hiitierici, felling wood ; Intent to capture Boett4,1dca Ciwtb, and 
demolish the War^ Ships, Boomi| and fry of Fascine and other Batterl«; 
and thereby to g«ft in upon Don Bias, «md have a stroke at hk Interior 
Gwtles and Garthag ana itself. Till April fith, here are ilxt^n days of 
furious intrlwte work; not 111 donoj^the physical lalmur itnelf, the 
building of l»att«rii% wIDi Boca*Chl» firing on you over the woods, li 
scarcely doable by European® bn Biat teaaoii ; and the Nogroei, who are 
able for it, down their burdem, and ucamper, whenever a gun 

goes off.'" Furious ightlng, too, there was, by ioiimen and landsmen ; 
not ill done, conilderliif oireumatanoas. 

H)n the sixteentli day, April fitlG (King Friedrich hurrying from tlit 
Mountains that iame day, towards Steliiau, which took fire with him at 
night), ^Boca-Chica G««tb and tim Intricate War**Slil|», Ilooriii, *ad 
Caitlis thir^bouti (Don Bias ruimliig off when the push htmnio lateiiti), 
are at liat pi So that now, through Boca-€hl<m, wo enter thi Interior 
Harbour or Hurboum Harbours "" whbh »wi of w!d« tateal, ttid imp 

enough y bilx^ ia a«| a I^ke, or rather Fair of Ukm, with Caiilts 
(Cm'tiilo Ommkf Cw^tloGrraud,"* thiohiif of Bitm), witti War-Ship iimk 
or ailout, and misooUan^us otetruotloiii: boyoiid M which, at the 
farther shore, some five mllw of, Carth^ena Iteelf does at last lie 
tklly accoislbli | and we hof§ to pt Is ups Don BIm mA it 
emue 'five days of bulrlwte ap^work; sot much if broadsidlng, mainly 
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tuggiug-out of muik War-Slnp»* nod tho like, to got aloisgfciilo of Ctti»U 0 
Graiul, wliiah m tlio cliief ohslrurtion. 

^ April 10th, (Jastlo (Jnuol itholf in got ; noloMly fuond In it when we 
Btonn. Don lilas and tho Spaniardn Koem inuoh in liOTor ; Imniing any 
Ships they Blill liave, near CArthagena; m if there nera no rhanee now 
left/ This is the very day of Moll wit/* Battle ; near nhont the hour when 
Schwerin broke into fieid-nmnic, and advanced with thunderoim glitter 
against the evening sun I ‘(’nrthagena Kxpetliiioii is, at length, fairly in 
contact with it» Froblein,— the queation rising, ** Do you niuierstand it, 
then ? '' 

^ Up to this point, nustakes of inanagenient lun! hrsui nunh* gota! hy 
obstinate energy of execution ; (dtuir victory luid e;one on far, the 
CaptiU’O of Carthagena now seeiningiy at hand, <hie thing wars unfor- 
tunate: *‘'tho aide Mr. Moor** (lueritoriouw Captain of Foot, who, hy 
accident, had Hjuuit nonte slntly <01 ids buHiness), the one real Engineer 
we had,'* got killed in that Boeii«Cinea nli-ugglo: an end in poor Moor I 
So that the Siege of (Jarihagiuia will liave to go on wliiimit Engineer 
science lumceforth. ,May be iiuportaut, that,**- who knows? Antdher 
thing was still more palpaldy huportaui : »Scf|.4h*neriil Viuuion Imd an un- 
disguised contempt for liutd-tJonend Weniwortin A mere Idoekhead, 
whose Brother has a Borough/' thinks Vernon (liiittHelf an i^ppOHition 
Memher, of high*Bni fling, angry, not too magnaninuuiB turn) j^-aiul 
withdraws now to his Ships ; iutiinaliue: your Frrddeiti, then; 1 

have set you downi Iieside it, wdiieh wan my part of the utlair!'''*“T4st ui 
give the attack of Fort Lav.ar, mul end this sad biwIne^H. 

^Sunday Idih Ajiril, Wentworth, once nnmter of the 1'jjpt‘rmo'd; I'jike 
or Ilarhonr (what the NatlvcH call the KargiVere, or Anrhorago Broper), 
had disembarked, high up to the right, a good way of C hirilutgima ; 
meaning to attack therefrom a eertuin I'ort l^izar, witleh siinwls on a 
Hill between Carthagena and him ; this Hill and Fort om^a hl«| ha him 
Carthagena under his cannon; (Jarthageiifi in h!:i m It were. 

^•^Fort not to be had without batteries/' Ihinki ^Vt•ntw<»rlh ; though the 
sickly rainy season hat set in* Battarioi f Seiillng^'ladde w, you ineari I ” 
answers Vernon, with undisguised contempt For llic two »r«, by tliw 
time, almost in open quarrel, Wentworth atarts building btitlerks, in 
spite of the rain deluges ; then atops biilhling ;--flecld« to do it by 
scalade, after all. And, at two In the morning of tliii Sunday April 10 th, 
sets forth, in certain columns,— by roads ill-known, with irriiiigeminti 
that do nM fit like clockwork,— to storm said Hill and Port Tlie Eng Ikh 
wre an obstinate people ; and strenuoui execution will •ornetlmei amend 
defects of plan,— sometimes not 

' The obstinate English, nothing in them but iullen fir# of mlour, 
which has to bum tiwlumlnous, did, after miitokt on «l»talci| climb the 
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nicks ^0^ lulifflits of I.a'/.nr Hill, in of ilin wovlil ntul Hon 

5 but ioiUHi» wIifu utop, I Itiit boj’t ruitiiiin 

sliotj waH hUII ilivitloti iVoiu thorn by that Koaliiii-t latblrw 

bad not ronia (inHH‘r did conus owiu^ to iudiMdjdiiio -ahocw horoK and 
that, without m of cajA'loa* they could not rojudi Fort L?i/ar iil all ! 

For about four bourn, ilu^y Kirupi*h*d vvith t% do.puruto dt*|,ti 4 ctltuYo*, to 
overconio tbo <‘basuin, to wrench a^idt* tho l#nwn of Nature, and do lutfoio 
tiling UHcfu! for ihciustdvcH ; palicidly, Ihotinh Hulldly ; rcjsirdlcnn of the 
Btorm of Hhot vvliicJi kilhui tiOO of ibciis the while. At length, faidiiig 
the LawH of Nat.uro too ^4,^on|,»: for tbcin, they dc-uauulcd gtoouuly ; ** III 
gloomy Hilcnco inarched lunno t.o their tenia ii|snii| ■ in a huiiiuur loit 
deep for wordu. 

^ Yen ; and wo find they fell mck in inu!titude*i, that luglil ; and, lit 
two daya inorts w'cro reduced from to H.lHitt efl'ertiviF'j \huinus 

from the aea, looking dindainfully on :■■■■■ and It became in-i»lenl llmt the 
big Project had gone to water , and that imtidng W’ouhl reiindn hut tit 
return utraightway to Jamaica, in Irnnkrupt eondithm* 'lYhirIt accord* 
ingly wuH act about. Ami ten dayn hence (April ytllh), the final party 
of them did get on Imnrd,- -■■punctual to take ** tbroi^ tenfis** the^ir laat 
rag of Sieg^^■■furnilun^ along with them ; ** lent Ihm Ilian have trii|dne*i/* 
thinks poor Wentworth. And nailed away, wifh tbeif wid Siege lini’dnwl 
in such fanhion. Htrenuons Siege; wddt'h, had tire War'^Sciencei Imen 
fotdiwhncBH, and ilm Lawn of Nature and the rigoum of Arithiiielic 
Geometry heen Htrctchahki oniiiies# might have miecpeiiotl heller I * 

‘Evening of April yOlli;’*— I pemdvo it %mn in iiw very 
hourn while BelknHle arrived in Friedrielui {jini}i iii Altillwit;/:.; 
eve of tliat Hiege of Bring, whieh we mw prffinnlng 
with piinciiial regard to said I/iwh and rigours, rnni issuing in 
so different a manner! Nothing that my (Vnnd,i!nlioniil 
Historian has .said ecinals in punruui! monutly ilte initlter''Of* 
fact .Picture, left hy Tohias Hmolloli, iff tin* rdek and uunmlrd. 
in the interim %vhii*h followetl that ailem|ff on Fort Ijiw 
and the Laws of Nature ; 

*As for the sick and wounded/ say# Tohlat, Hhty «#iil tlif, 

sent on hoard of tlio triwwport^ and called luij'jpltid frlviir# 

tlmy langulihed In want of cwory luicosaary eotifforl and accoiiimiiiiatltni. 

^ Smfdlctt^s Accenmt, IF^rl# {Edlnliinghi Iv. 411*46% ii 

tbit of a highly Initlligcat luycwiiactoi, ci#dlhk imd lalfi%IW« in mwf 
p$xtkmkr 
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They wore tle.4,ituie of KtupMras» iiurM^s, coohn, mid pru|HT provinioo; 
they were pent up heiweeii dtwks iu Hmali where they had not 

rooju to sit uprip'hl; they wallowed to fdlh ; loyrlutlH of iita;;goiH were 
hateiied io the pulrefaeUoit of Iheir noren^ wlileh Itaii ito oilier dreHmitg 
than that of ludofr wa.'.hed hy themM'dveH with their own iillowutire of 
brandy ; and nolhin^ wan heard !»ut p:roan?i, laioenlatioiH and the 
laii^;'uap;'e of tie-pair, invoking death to deliver I hem from iheir miseries. 
What Htnwetl to eneourag’o thia de'^pmudi-nre. was the prospei't of thoae 
poor wreieht's who luol atrenpl.h aatl tipporinnity to hitdi aronud them; 
ibr there ilo'y helrnhl the naketi Intdien of Iheir fellmv-soldiers and 
comrades ihiaiui’^* up iiml tlown the harbour, airordin^ prey to the 
carrioa-ermvH nml Hharks, whieh tore them iu pieees wiiliout iaierrup- 
tiou, aatl coairihuiiag by ilieir sieaeh to the aiortiilily tliat prevailed, 

picture r.mamt fail to he i^imekia^ to tlai Immaue reader, 
espeehdly when he In iaforiae<K that while llar-e miserable olijeetn cried 
in vain for asHislanre, and miaally perished for w^ant oi* proper utteud- 
aace, every ship of war ia the Heel could have spared a couple tif auriteoiii 
for tlieir relief; and iiuiuy you up: gen tie men of Ihid prof’^dhoi aolieited 
ihdr eaptaias in vain for leave to go «ud lalmiais^ter ladp to the sick imd 
w’ouaded* Ihe aeceMsities of the poor peo|iki w’cro wadi known ; the 
remedy wan easy and apparent; but the tliHConl between the cldefn was 
iaduuied to Htich a degree of diabolical rmwum\ that the one eliosa 
rather to see his men periMh ihua ask help of the oilier, who diHdidned to 
offer law asKisiance unasked, though it might have wived the liveji of hiti 
fellow«'Huhj<‘ctM/ ^ 

In Btich an aninstinf^ ctnuHlion in tlic Kiiglinh Figliiliig 
Ai>j)nra..his nmbr ’Wnlpule, Indiig nn|H)rtriiil for KnglainrH gelf 
only; while tho Talking Apparalus, iniporlaitl i\ir Waljade* 
is in Btich execdlent gearing, so wcdl kept in repair anti tdl ! 
By Wentwortli^s blante, who had no knowledge! of war ; by 
VernonX wlu) nat faiaoun on llto Ojiposilitni siile, yvi 'wniittal 
loyalty of nnnd; hy ono''s hlmno and niH)lheFs* le/io.vc it is 
idle arguing, here is how your Flpdding' AppnriitiiH perforins 
in the Iiour when needinL Unfurtunale Ctent?rii!, or (leiierars 
Cocked-Hat (a brave heart too, they say, tliongh of brain too 
vacant, too opiupie); nnfortunatc Admiral (inticli blown away 
by vanity, ill-nalura and Farlianienlary wiiid); — doubly 
unfortunate Nativm, that employs such la lead lb ariiiiiiiieiib ! 
How the English Nation took it ? The Eiiglbh Nation h« 
^ Smolktt, ih\t (Andcijimds Editionh iv» 4W, 
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had much of this kind to take, first and last ; and apparently 
will yet have. ^ Gloomy silence,’ like that of the poor men 
going home to their tents, is our only dialect towards it. 

This is a dreadful business, this qf the wrecked Carthagena 
Expedition ; such a force of war-munitions in every kind, — 
including the rare kind, human Courage and force of heart, 
only not human Captaincy, the rarest kind, — as could have 
swallowed South America at discretion, had there been 
Captains over it. Has gone blundering down into Orcus 
and the shark’s belly, in that unutterable manner. Might 
have been didactic to England, more than it was ; England’s 
skin being very thick against lessons of that nature. 
Might have broken the heart of a little Sovereign Gentleman, 
Curator of England, had he gone hypochondriacally into it ; 
which he was far from doing, brisk little Gentleman ; looking 
out elsewhither, with those eyes a Jlevir de Ute^ and nothing of 
insoluble admitted into the brain that dwelt inside. 

What became subsequently of the Spanish War, we in vain 
inquire of History-Books. The War did not die for many 
years to come, but neither did it publicly live ; it disappears at 
this point : a River Niger, seen once flowing broad enough; but 
issuing — Does it issue nowhere, then ? Where does it issue ? 
Except for my Constitutional Historian, still unpublished, I 
should never have known where. — ^By the time these disastrous 
Carthagena tidings reached England, his Britannic Majesty 
was in Hanover; involved, he, and all his State-doctors^ 
English and Hanoverian, in awful contemplation on Prag- 
matic Sanction, Kaiser-Wahl, Celestial Balance, and the 
saving of Nature’s Keystone, should this still prove possible 
to human effort and contrivance. In which Imminency of 
Doomsday itself, the small English-Spanish matter, which 
the Official people, and his Majesty as much as any, had 
bitterly disliked, was quite let go, and dropped out of view. 
Forgotten by Official people; left to the dumb English 
Nation, whose concern it was, to administer as it could. 

VOL. IV. N 
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Anson, — with his three shi])s gone to two, gone nUiinntely 
to one, — is henc-oforth what Spiuush War there oilteiully is. 
Anson could not meet those Vernon- Went worili gentiomen 
‘from the otluT side of the Isthmus of Darien,’ llie gentle- 
men, with their EnU-rpiise, heing already hanknipt ami away. 
Anson, with three ineonsiderahle ships, which roltetl gradually 
into one, could not himself settle the Spanish War : hut he 
dkl, cm his own score, a series of things, ending in beautiful 
finis of the Ac'npulco Ship, which were of eonsidcu'ahle detri- 
ment, and of highly considerable di.Ngrnce, to Spain ; — and 
were, and are long likely to be, memorable among the Sea- 
heroisms of the world. (living pimof that real ('aplains, 
taciturn Sons of Anak, are still born in England; and Sea- 
kings, ecjual to any that were. Luckily, too, he had some 
chaplain or Khij>’s-surgC!on on Imard, who saw gotxl to write 
account of that memorable of his ; and did it, in 

brief, perspicuous terms, wise and credildc : a real Poem in 
its kind, or Uoinanee all Fact ; one of the pleiusante.st little 
Hooks in the World’s Library at this date. Anson sheds 
some tincture of heroic bc'auty over tljat otherwise altogether 
hid(a)ns puddle of mismanngemeut, platitude, disaster ; and 
vindicates, in a pathetically potential way, the honour of his 
poor Nation a little. 

Apart from DlHcial Anson, the Spainsh War fid! mainly, 
we may say, into the hands of — -of Mr Jenkins himself, 
and such Friends of hw, at Wajiping, Bristol and the 
Seaports, as might be disposed to go prlvuicering. In 
which courae, after some crosses at flmt, and great com- 
plaints of loH.se.s to Spajiish Privateers, Wappiug ami Bristol 
did at length eminenlis get the upper hand ; and thus 
carried on tins Spanish War (or Spanish - French, Spain 
and France having got into one boat), for long years 
coming, in an entirely inarticulate, but by no means tjuite 
ineffectual maimer,— imU'cd, to the ultimate clearance of 
the Seas from both French and Sjiani.ird, within the next 
twenty years. Readers shall take this little Excerpt, dated 
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Thrcc'^Tenra henco, ftiid set it twinkling in the night of 
their iiuaginationa : 

Bristol, Mandmj tist (lO/A) Ssptfimbor 1744. * * ‘Nothinfr 1* to he *«*<•« 
hero but rejoicing* for the luimltor of French prizes brouglit into this 
port. Our Sailor# are in high Hpirits, and full of rnoiiey ; «n<l while <m 
shore, si)ond thoir wlxilo time in carousing, visiting tlieir niislcesMCS, 
going to plays, serenading, ete., dresscd-oul with laced hats, tnssels (mV), 
swords with sword-knots, an<l every other way of Bjieuding timir 
money.’ ^ 

Carlhno'ena, Walpole, Vincrs : hero are Borrows for a 
Britannic Majesty ; — and tltese are nothing like ii!i. But 
poor rcachn-s sliould have sotne respite ; brief hreulhing-tiine, 
were it only to use their pocket-handkerchiefs, and sunnnon 
new courage 1 


CH AFTER Xni 

SMAIX-WAR : FIRST K.MKUCKNCK OF ZlF.TlIF.N THE 
HI’S.SAR (JKNKUaI, into NOTK’K 

Arncn Brieg, Frietlrich undertook nothing ntilitary, except 
strict vigilance of Neipptwg, for a couple of months or more. 
Military, esjtecially oflfensive opemtion.s, are not tluj mctluals 
just now. Rest on your oars; see how this seething Ocean 
of European Politics, and Peace or War, will set tle itself into 
currents, into set winds ; by which of them a man may steer, 
who happens to have a tlxed port in view. Xeipperg’, too, is 
glad to be quiescent; * my Infant rv hopelessly inferior,’ he 
writes to headquarters : * Couki not one hire 1 0,000 Saxons, 
think you,’ — or do several other ehlmerical tiling, for help ? 
Except with his Famitnir people, working what mischief they 
can, Noip[)erg does nothing. But this Hung^an rabble li 
extensively industrious, scouring the country far and wide; 
and gives a great deal of trouble both to Friedridb and Um 
* Ixtruet of * Letter from BHttol, la Gmiltmm't Magmim, idv. 
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peaceable inhabitants. So that there is plenty of Small War 
always going on : — ^not mentionable here, any passage of it, 
except perhaps one, at a place called Rothschloss ; which 
concerns a remarkable Prussian Hussar Major, their famed 
Ziethen, and is still remembered by the Prussian public. 

We have heard of Captain, now Major Ziethen, how 
Friedrich Wilhelm sent him to the Rhine Campaign, six 
years ago, to learn the Hussar Art from the Austrians there. 
One Baronay {Baroniay^ or even Baranyai^ as others write 
him), an excellent hand, taught him the Art ; — and how well 
he has learned, Baronay now sadly experiences. The Affair of 
Rothschloss (in abridged form) befell as follows : 

' In these Small-War businesses, Baronay, Austrian Major-General of 
Hussars, had been exceedingly mischievous hitherto. It was but the 
other day, a Prussian regular party had to go out upon him, just in time ; 
and to re-wrench sixty cartloads of meal,” wrenched by him from suffer- 
ing individuals; with which he was making-off to Neisse, when the 
Prussians ’ (from their Camp of MoUwitz, where they still are) ^ came in 
sight. 

^ And now again (May 16th) news is. That Baronay, and 1,400 Hussars 
with him, has another considerable set of meal-carts, — in the Village of 
Rothschloss, about twenty miles southward, Frankenstein way ; and 
means to march with them Neisse-ward tomorrow. Two marches or so 
will bring him home ; if Prussian diligence prevent not. Go instantly,” 
orders Friedrich, — appointing Winterfeld to do it : Winterfeld with 300 
dragoons, with Ziethen and Hussars to the amount of 600 ; which is more 
than one to two of Austrians. 

* Winterfeld and Ziethen march that same day ; are in the neighbour- 
hood of Rothschloss by nightfall ; and take their measures, — block the 
road to Neisse, and do other necessary things. And go in upon Baronay 
next morning, at the due rate, fiery men both of them ; sweep poor 
Baronay away, minus the meal ; who finds even his road blocked (bridge 
bursting into cannon-sbot upon him, at one point), instead of bridge a 
stream, or slow current of quagmire for him, — and is in imminent 
hazard. Ziethen’s behaviour was superlative (details of it unintelligible 
off the ground) ; and Baronay fled totally in wreck ; — ^his own horse shot, 
Bud. at the moment no other to he had ; swam the quagmire, or swashed 
through it, by help of a tree” ; and had a near miss of captux’e. Recover- 
ing himself on the other side, Baronay, we can fancy, gave a grin of 
various expression, as be got into saddle again: *^^Tbe arrow so near 
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killing was feathered from one’s own wing, too ! ” — And indeed, a day or 
two alter, he wrote Ziethen a handsome Letter to that effect/ ^ 

Ziethen, for minor good feats, had been made Lieutenant- 
Colonel, the very day he marched ; his Commission dates 
May 16 th, 1741; and on the morrow he handsels it in this 
pretty manner. He is now forty- two; much held down 
hitherto; being a man of inarticulate turn, hot and abrupt 
in his ways, — liable always to multifarious obstruction, and 
unjust contradiction from his fellow-creatures. But Winter- 
feld’s report on this occasion was emphatic; and Ziethen 
shoots rapidly up henceforth; Colonel within the year, 
General in 1744 ; and more and more esteemed by Friedrich 
during their subsequent long life together. 

Though perhaps the two most opposite men in Nature, 
and standing so far apart, they fully recognised one another 
in their several spheres For Ziethen too had good eyesight, 
though in abstruse sort : — ^rugged simple son of the moor- 
lands ; nourished, body and soul, on orthodox frugal oatmeal 
(so to speak), with a large sprinkling of fire and iron thrown 
in ! A man bom poor : son of some poor Squirelet in the 
Ruppin Country ; — * used to walk five miles into Ruppin on 
Saturday nights,’ in early life, ^ and have his hair done into 
club, which had to * last him till the week following.’ ^ A 
big-headed, thick-lipped, decidedly ugly little man. And yet 
so beautiful in his ugliness : wise, resolute, true, with a dash 
of high uncomplaining sorrow in him ; — not the ‘ bleached 
nigger ’ at all, as Print-Collectors sometimes call him ! No ; 
but (on those oatmeal terms) the Socrates-Odysseus, the 
valiant pious Stoic, and much-enduring man. One of the 
best Hussar Captains ever built. By degrees King Friedrich 
and he grew to be, — ^with considerable tiffs now and then, 
and intervals of gloom and eclipse, — ^what we might call 

^ //i/den-GesMktefl 9«7; Orlich, i. I20. The General de Zietm 

(English Translation, very ill printed, Berlin, 1803), hy Frau mn Blumentkal 
(a vaguish eloquent Lady, but with access to informaticMi, being a conneadon of 
Z’S), p. 84. 

* Militedr-'LexikoHt iv. 31a 
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sworn friends. On which and on general grounds, Ziethen 
has become, like Friedrich himself, a kind of mythical person 
with the soldiery and common people; more of a demigod 
than any other of Friedrich’s Captains. 

Friedrich is always eagerly in quest of men like Ziethen ; 
specially so at this time. He has meditated much on the 
bad figure his Cavalry made at Mollwitz ; and is already 
drilling them anew in multiplex ways, during those leisure 
days he now has, — ^with evident success on the next trial, this 
very Summer. And, as his wont is, will not rest satisfied 
there. But strives incessantly, for a series of summers and 
years to come, till he bring them to perfection ; or to the 
likeness of his own thought, which probably was not far from 
that. Till at length it can be said his success became world- 
famous ; and he had such Seidlitzes and Ziethens as were not 
seen before or since. 



BOOK XIII 


FIRST SILESIAN WAR, LEAVING THE GENERAL 
EUROPEAN ONE ABLAZE ALL ROUND, 

GETS ENDED 

May 1741— July 1742 


CHAPTER I 

BRITANNIC MAJESTY AS PALADIN OF THE PRAGMATIC 

Part First of his Britannic Majesty’s Sorrows, the Britannic 
or Domestic Part, is now perhaps conceivable to readers. But 
as to the Second, the Germanic or Pragmatic Part, — articu- 
late History, after much consideration, is content to renounce 
attempting these ; feels that these will remain for ever incon- 
ceivable to mankind in the now altered times. So small a 
gentleman ; and he feels, dismally though with heroism, that 
he has got the axis of the world on his shoulder. Poor 
Majesty ! His eyes, proud as Jove’s, are nothing like so 
perspicacious ; a pair of the poorest eyes : and he has to scan 
with them, and unriddle under pain of death, such a waste of 
insoluble intricacies, troubles and world-perils as seldom was, 
— even in Dreams. In fact, it is of the nature of a long 
Nightmare Dream, all this of the Pragmatic, to his poor 
Majesty and Nation ; and wakeful History must not spend 
herself upon it, beyond the essential. 

May 12th, betimes this Year, his Majesty got across ta 
Hanover, Harrington with him ; anxious to contemplate nw 
at hand that Camp of the Old Dessatier’s at Gottin, and the 
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othw fotrfiil {>htTu>uu''na, Fmich<^ Frimiiui atul in that 

Country. IILh m wan miidt in ilmumy in 

tliOHC Yuarn ; Huiuuhng tho phrutuntui.-i ; a wliile not 
knowiu}:; what in tln^ w<»r!i} to mako of tlifoi* Itiilty 
having .slt‘|ji inii) Iho ring, it in ovuiiaiC as thu stin,, that 
one nnisi act^ anti aet at once ; inii it h a sjihiinc. 

enigma to say How. Ir^'ehloni was J^io'rreign m man ho 
H pnrmh am! goiithsl oig !jy the higliesi taiiaidt^rat imts ; nml 
i\mi m held dowig and rhainni to Ids |i!mag by an imbroglio 
of cmmter-eoriHkleralionH and Hjihiirnnhihlles ! lliritv 4jvei\ at 
different datcw (whieh shutl 1 h" givenh t!'*r of ihmn thifi 
Year^ he Htartn up' an in apn^nn itelermined tn iiraw sword^ 
*uu! plunge in ; twiee he in mtshei! down iigaiig with Hwtird 
half drawn; and only the thirrl time (in ITUJ'lihios lie get 
sword aut» and hrandiHli it in a surpri'.Iu*'; Ihmigh UHeleH?! 
nmnnert After which 1 .* feel» Iwdter. lint up li* i!i?d; crisifii. 
Ms 'Case is really Iragieal, luul idle reiidew any laiwek for 
him ; whieh th«*y ha%*e not ! One or IW'O Fractioiw, siiat'ched 
from tlie circumanihi<mt Paper Vorteiei miist sidllce us for the 
indispensable in this place * 


CundaUom^. f/ri mrmmit mid uhujuUiyu.^ ,E?uh:*mnirin^t{.s\ qf 
hii Mritmmk MuJedij ( 174147411 ) 

* * After the woivderfa! Ilnuslim PfirtiliainTrealf* 'wlikit hi* English 
Walpoles would not hear whir I* hfis iirotiurwl tliii C*ft«ip of 

Qlittin, net, your M^tity *h«ii nothing ra5*lilf. Ear from It: 

Indeedi except It he paying money, lie htoontrs agiiiii a ittiriirle of ciinctft" 

tioiis; and staggeri akiut for year* to corne, Ilk# Iti# '%H|ifil| wt say, 

like the White Hanover Hone amid lialf«»4cw#it ilevts of k'niw ? Alii, 
no, like the Hanover Horw with the ihadowi of liaif-a^down lliimnclirf- 
swords dangling Into' tlit ey« of It;- -enough to 'drive any llnrie to its 
wiEi end I— 

^TO' do, to dare/ thinks the Britannic MiJ#«ty;-“y», and 'Of during 
tdiere is a plenty: hut, ^In which dlrw^tion? Wiiat, liow?^ the*# are 
qucitloni for a fusiy little gentleman called to take thi woilci mi his 
shoulden. We iuppoit It ww hy Wi!pol«*i adfloi that lie gave licr 
IHmgarian Mi^esty that 200,00oj» of ^rekSirvict Monry j'-'-advioe 
sufficiently Widpolean : ^Enwilan Partltlon-TrMtlwi' : hmrrihk to thlal 
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of ; — beware of these a^ain ! Give her Majesty that cash ; can be done ; 
it will keep matters afloat, and spoil nothing I ’ That, till the late Sub- 
sidy payable within year and day hence, was all of tangible his Majesty 
had yet done ; — truly that is all her Hungarian Majesty has yet got by 
hawking the world. Pragmatic Sanction in hand. And if that were the 
bit of generosity which enabled Neipperg to climb the Mountains and be 
beaten at Mollwitz, that has helped little ! Very big generosities, to a 
frightful cipher of Millions Sterling through the coming years, will go 
the same road ; and amount also to zero, even for the receiving party, 
not to speak of the giving I For men and kings are wise creatures. 

But wise or unwise, how great are his Britannic Majesty*s activities in 
this Pragmatic Business ! We may say, they are prodigious, incessant, 
ubiquitous. They are forgotten now, fallen wholly to the spiders and 
the dustbins ; — though Friedrich himself was not a busier King in those 
days, if perhaps a better directed. It is a thing wonderful to us, but 
sorrowful and undeniable. We perceive the Britannic Majesty's own 
little mind pulsing with this Pragmatic Matter, as the biggest volcano 
would do ; — shooting forth dust and smoke (subsidies, diplomatic emis- 
saries, treaties, offers of treaty, plans, foolish futile exertions), at an 
immense rate. When the Celestial Balances are canting, a man ought 
to exert himself. But as to this of saving the Flouse of Austria from 
France, — surely, your Britannic Majesty, the shortest way to that, if 
that is so indispensable, were : That the House of Austria should consent 
to give-up its stolen goods, better late than never ; and to make this 
King of Prussia its friend, as he offers to be ! Joined with this King, it 
would manage to give account of France and its balloon projects, by and 
by. Could your Britannic Majesty but take Mr. Viner'shint; and, in 
the interim, mind your own business ! — 

His Britannic Majesty intends immediate fighting; and, both in 
England and Hanover, is making preparation loud and great. Nay, he 
will in his own person fight, if necessary, and rather likes the thought 
of it : he saw Oudenarde in his young days ; and, I am told, traces in 
himself a talent for Generalship. Were the Britannic Majesty to draw 
his own puissant sword I — His own puissant purse he has already drawn ; 
and is subsidising to right and left ; knocking at all doors with money 
in hand, and the question, ^Any fighting done here?' In England 
itself there goes on much drilling, enlisting ; camping, proposing to 
camp ; which is noisy enough in the British Newspapers, much more in 
the Foreign. One actual Camp there was ^ on Lexden Heath near 
Colchester,' from May till October of this 1741,^ — Camp waiting always 
to be shipped across to scene of action, hut never was ; — this actual 

* Manifold but insignificant detaili about it, in the old Newspapers of those 
Months. 
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CVwpi will wvernl iinnginnrv hrn\ itlJirrniiig^\*f tIJJ 

Ktii^laurl Iuh k liiiMy if^a. way; itill 

litoiT iM»W' iiuilt^r liU ru^n;*! iiiid 

IiIh Diiiiiw fiinl wlioiin hin iir»w ln‘Min4il inin* iiiftt liaii<n’«r 

to €«»fl{ilniio witli tho mul kiiid| 

ho for wnno tittio hiirk hi H|**»n HiihHitly* rt-'intly lor ioi orrawiou* 

llioir M'aospat Ilnoiolii/ * riiiop itt Niotihtu'^^ ' willi tlio Ilimy- 

vofiiuw,, Iw inhl) ; tlioir HWiii-ihioiif niuf hhu'iiif^ ahoo!^ inloiyiiiig t^i 

eiuminp lit IliiiiifhH iii Ki«»iitnux» orid otfior hot liovor iloiiig It, 

or doiiip; It with uny ronult ; \hk, with tin* alHrioiii^r C‘itiii[Httt 

I^xder* mid hi Droaioliiiiii, whhdi aUn woro Viod i4* |iriirlinil fillocl 

Europe with rumour thk luiouglt to t% iioblo 

martini firdour hi our liillo ilorruloH* Atht.-* ! Hul thinv lit’* «m*h lUior- 
mou» dillhniltioi <m iho thro-Jiokl ; r.-p/rlally ilimi Two, which ara 
iusuprrahlo or Jtifiirly mh 

Dillknilty l*VrA'(| k tiint of tlia Ihitrli; i IhHi|ilo apt to h# 

lioavy In the «toruwork«, T.h«\v nro i|uilo luiiguiti iilunil ITiigmatlc 
Sanotloii, tiumi Diitoli ; they auawor hk ilrllaiuiit! ,\|a]o«ity*a otilhiwiMm 
with an oh®»i torpidity; ami hope alway^i thoy will drill llirougli, in 
iome way j Ituoyaut in thoir own fat, wolf hiil!a.44ul ; atiil not iiaad 

mioh nwlmmiug for life HThatii %|iC'urd iiolioii/ ihiokM liifi Mfijoaty; 
*m>tkm hi ton pair of hroorhon, mi to a|ioitk T* 11ii« 'tirrin.-r op of tfit 
Putoli, which la«t« year on year, ami almiwt Imiila hml Ktair, l^rd 
Cartoratj atul our clilof ArliHi^, h iiMolf a Ihiiiif like tow ! Chin of liii 
Brituuuic MajoiNty''w groat diiliroltioH ; hiMijM'ra.hlo ho itrvor rouhi atliull 
it to bo. * Suroly you ara a Soa4*owor, ye valiant Ihitrh ; the (Kkir 
Soii^Poww? Iloumi hy Barrier Treaty, Treaty of Vioiiim, «wl l^iw of 
Nature itoelf, to rko with uh agaiimi the total <te«lgiifi of Fraoee; fatal 
to your Dutch Barrier, firMt of all ; if the l#iherliea of Itijiiikhiil wwt 
indifferent to you I How h it that you will m4?* Ilui Ihitoli wiiiol 
lay how. Franc© rocki them hi aiHmrity, hy oily mt>nth**d liiploimilkti*, 
Fdnilofi and otheri ; * Would not touch a atoiiii of your lliirrieri for tlit 
world, y© admirittile Dutch fieiglikitim ; cm our homitir, thrice ami four 
tiwi®i, No r They have an eIot|u«it Van lloiiy of their own at Parli; 
renowned In Newnpapew: * Nothing hut toh-nd^dp Imre I ' r#|ifirti Van 
lloey alwiiyii and the Dutoh amewer hia Ilritoniiio Majtuly : * lliii, rl»#? 
Well then, If we muHt ! '—hut alt always itllL 

Nowhere in Political Mechanioa have f «oeii tuoh » Prohlem m thii of 
hoisting to tlieir feet the heavy-hothmird Dutrli* Tlii rmmiuireHt 
leverif©, every sort of Diplomatic libck-arid-litcklt, Carliirii ttid Stoir 
themMtivoi running over to help In critical •««»!», ii ; to alm^ofl 

no purpose. Puli long, pull strong, poJ! .'tUityvthcr,— ine, the km'ff 
Itotoh do ilir I mm% four Inch^ daylight fairly rWWe Wow |h«« 
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bear a hand, oh hear a hand ! — Pooh, the Dutch flap down ag^ain, as low 
as ever. As low, — unless (by Diplomatic art) you have wedged them at 
the four inches higher ; which, after the first time or two, is generally 
done. At the long last, partially in 1743 (upon which his Britannic 
Majesty drew sword), completely in 1747, the Dutch were got to their 
, feet ; — unfortunately good for nothing when they were ! Without them 
his Britannic Majesty durst not venture. Hidden in those dustbins, 
there is nothing so absurd, or which would be so wearisome, did it not at 
last become slightly ludicrous, as this of hoisting the Dutch. 

Difficulty Second, which in enormity of magnitude might be reckoned 
first, as in order of time it ranks both first and last, is : The case of dear 
Hanover ; case involved in mere insolubilities. Our own dear Hanover, 
which (were there nothing more in it) is liable, from that Camp at 
Gdttin, to be slit in pieces at a moment's warning 1 No drawing sword 
against a nefarious Prussia, on those terms. The Camp at Gottin holds 
George in checkmate. And then finally, in this same Autumn 1741, 
when a Maillebois with his 40 or 50,000 French (the Leftward or 
western of those Two Belleisle Armies), threatening our Hanover from 
another side, crossed the Lower Rhine — But let us not anticipate. The 
case of Hanover, which everybody saw to be his Majesty's vulnerable 
point, was the constiint open door of Prance and her machinations, 
and a never-ending theme of angry eloquences in the English Parliament 
as well. 

So that the case of Hanover proved insoluble throughout, and was like 
a perpetual running sore. Oh the pamphleteerings, the denouncings, the 
complainings, satirical and elegiac, which grounded themselves on Han- 
over, the Case qf the Hanover Forces, and innumerable other Hanoverian 
cases, griefs and difficulties ! So pungently vital to somnambulant man- 
kind at that epoch ; to m fallen dead as carrion, and unendurable to think 
of. My friemlH, if you send for Gentlemen from Hanover, you must take 
them with Hanover adhering more or less; and ought not to quarrel 
with your bargain, which you reckoned so divine ! No doubt, it is 
singular to see a Britannic Majesty neglecting bis own Spanish War, the 
one real business he has at present; and running about over all the 
world; busy, soul, body and breeches-pocket, in other people's wars; 
egging-on other fighting, whispering every likely fellow he can meet, 
^ Won't you perhaps fight ? Here is for you, if so ! ' — hand to breeches- 
pocket accompanying the word. But it must be said, and ought to be 
better known than in our day it is. His Majesty's Ministers, and the 
English State-Doctors generally, were precisely of the same mind. To 
them too the Austrian Quarrel was everything, their own poor Spanish 
Quarrel nothing ; and the complaint they make of his Majesty k lather 
that he does not rush rapidly enough, brandished swo^d, its well as 
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with guineafi rainhig fmm him, hilo thin mm !!;41 hSiiaHi! 

^ Owing to hiH foaw for i!amm*r !* my willi with nu 

end of Bunpicioiij aii,trry t»ai!up!i*-:*fr<.o’;iL; iiini coiwl within 

those w’allH^ and 

The snspioion of iliini>ver*H rherklng lil« Mitj#s|j*g Triigrnatic ¥idiicity 
k altogeUier well founded ; and there iieeil iio niiirn he wiid im 
Hatiover seora. lie it wall mniar.HtiMid and inltiiiiir'd, ilmifivar wa,i ih^ 
Britannic Majehty's heloved mnt ,* and Ih# Kiii|iire his optilant 

nnlk-eow. JlieliaHt of inilk-eow!^ ; of iiinfs liif% fur grin id purpiiMw 
and small ; heautiful hig animal, not to \m iimndcrfl ; toil In Im wlroked 
and milked Friends, if you will do a t,1orionf» Miiroliitliiii of ilmt kind 
and burn such an mmnmi of lar n|mii It, wdiy ea| stmr herl« i\if mi |||» 
evitable corollary tlterefrom I And lei my prinimt reitifew niiderstiiiid, 
at any rate, that, fvu'opt in ^Vapping, llri»»l*d ami itiioiif ||m ilfiipfii 
instinctive (daHses (w'ith whom, It i^ trim, go anil mmrn illiistriinii 
dgureH),*«»-poIiticaI Knglinid gonondly, wiintever of Kriglwnf Iiat| Parlia- 
mentary discourse of reason, and did ran;p!4h': , ih' .I'.i/elieii, 
went greatly along with lik IVInji?«ly in finu Ilniin^ '^ul 

he the blame of delirium kid on Iho riglil hark, wlmr© il etiffiito Hf 
not on the wrong, which lias i*niiiigli to Imm of it# own, Ami go imt 
into that dust-whirlwind of ejctliiet . il reiiikr rrader 

would, except for dkkcik objwta? ICiiiiw nrily iliii ii 
whirl there; and fancy id ways, if you ran, tl«| rtrlain Itiingi mul 
Human figures, a hriedrich, a C*hiiihafit ftiiti iiipi# liivii It for 

their Life-Klement Whkh, I ofiim think, l« lltilr |*rifml|ial iiiklrirtiiiii 
with Jkaterity ; said LlMllmumt having fot» t# iiieh m iiiiiillerahk 
condition for godi «*d men. 


^On© other thing ©nrprliti wi In tliwt Old Lmnddr; • m§ m.w 
itituMonal Friend: *llow the phrmNn, ui' wer and 

aiwn turns up, with great though txllnct iwidtiilly 

After froping, one Is aitonliheil lo inif It lotiiii Supimrt #r t!i# llwwe 
of Austria; keeping of tlie llapshii^ oatir# in timir old Ihmm^knm 
among mankind 1 That, to onr i-n-at .-‘camindlo*. wan ttm Vmum of 
Liberty ;-™.iaid '^Caune^* Wiig, with m Elwliiwl tk, % ^ c 
other thmp; a notably diferwit dffinltloii, prltp i|||i wldtr of tli# 

IWcUrjcCis 

'Our gm^grandfathew llwd la parpatwa tmor thal th#y wauld b« 
devoured by France; that Prenoh amidtu.fi wmU evimi«| Uio Cidtitiia 
Balance, wd proceed next to eat l!.e Hriti .u N*ti«. itwd apon your 
^wd then, one would have aald; Look to yow ehipa, la y«„r 
reno^, to your mdtistnoH,* to your vlrtuM flw* of all, "V»»ur viHtOm. 
luanhoodH, oouformWee to the Ohdne Uw appointed m t '^hhh ai^ 
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tlie great and indeed sole strength to any Man or Nation ! Discipline 
yourselves^ wisely, in all kinds; more and more, till there be no 
anarchic fibre left in you. Unatiarchic, disciplined at all points, you 
might then, I should say, with supreme composure, let France, and the 
whole World at its back, try what they could do upon you and the 
unique little Island you are so lucky as to live in ? — Foolish mortals ; 
what Potentiality of Battle, think you (not against France only, but 
against Satanas and the Ministers of Chaos generally), would a poor 
Friedrich Wilhelm, not to speak of better, have got out of such a 
Possession, had it been his to put in drill ! And drill is not of soldiers 
only ; though perhaps of soldiers first and most indispensably of all ; 
since without Being,” as my Friend Oliver was wont to say, ^^Well- 
being is not possible.” There is military drill; there is industrial, 
economic, spiritual ; gradually there are all kinds of drill, of wise dis- 
cipline, of peremptory mandate become effective everywhere, Obey the 
Laws of Heaven, or else disappear from these latitudes 1 ” Ah me, if one 
dealt in day-dreams, and prophecies of an England grown celestial, — 
celestial she should be, not in gold nuggets, continents all of beef, and 
seas all of beer. Abolition of Pain, and Paradise to All and Sundry, but 
in that quite different fashion ; and there, I should say, there were the 
magnificent Hope to indulge in I That were to me the Cause ot 
Liberty”; and any the smallest contribution towards that kind of 

Liberty ” were a sacred thing ! — 

^ Belleisle again may, if he pleases, call his the Cause of Sovereignty. 
A Sovereign Louis, it would appear, has not governing enough to do 
within his own French borders, but feels called to undertake Germany as 
well ; — a gentleman with an immense governing faculty, it would appear } 
Truly, good reader, I am sick of heart, contemplating those empty 
sovereign mountebanks, and empty antagonist ditto, with their Causes of 
Libex’ty and Causes of Anti-Liberty ; and cannot but wish that we had 
got the ashes of that World-Explosion, of 1789, well riddled and smelted, 
and the poor World were quit of a great many things ! * — 

My Constitutional Historian of England, musing on Belle- 
isle and his Anti-Pragmatic industries and grandiosities, — 

‘ how Chief-Bully Belleisle stept dovm into the ring as a gay 
Volunteer, and foolish Chief-Defender George had to follow, 
dismally heroic, as a Conscript of Fate,'*— drops these words, 
in regard to the Wages they respectively had : 

^ Nations that go into War without business there, are sure of getting 
business as they proceed; and if the beginning were phanta-Smis,— 
especially phantasms of the hoping, self-conceited kind, — ^the results for 
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tliein arc apt t<» be r^xtrcmcly real I Aa wm flic ni^r^ %\Hh lltc |•’r<*m-lt in 
tloH War, atai thtwa iis wltirb Iii4 BnUmnk M.rifr4.v phyH 

cliicf couniTr-trimr* From IT-H, liiiiK Frimlrirb^H Fii>!: ^Vnr, auAunlt 
to Fricdriclfrt 'llunl Wur, tin* vtihmtm^r Fwirh loiimi a i^mit 

deal of work lying tlnmu— Kriihiiltitw on llirir foirt, ffom ikn 

beginning* And ilia rtwjllst to tliaiii mna out, fir«t 
in tlio World4!inicIaw of l7dlF and the ymit^ following ! 

^ Nations, again, may ba driven iipot* W*iir by /ermw, and 

go into it in sorrow of heart nol gidaiy of hmrt ; liinl that. U » nhmh 
better, And one always pities a poor Nation, in *4nrh riine ; iw the very 
Destinies rather do, anti judge it more mereiiufly. Nay, llie pHtir ii«» 
wildered Nation may, among its brain ph .jo =. Iiave nf 

reality and sanity inartieubitely stirring ii wtilnil ft may loive ii n^jtl 
ordinance of Umnnx to aceomfdish on those lerms iimi {f wi, i| will 
sometimes, in the most chaotic einniitona ways, lliroiigh liiw.arik, 

at a hundred or a hiimlwFiliotiHancI timw the naturiil *n|ieiwit, tilth 
mately get it done ! 1'hk ww tho mm of the poor Fngli.f«h In llowe 
Wars. 

^They were Wars extraiieon* lo Engkiid lillle lm§ than In Fraiien; 
neither Nation had real bitilnipi in theni ; and tliey weeitt to tm iiiiw a 
very mad object on the part of hciih, lint they were nut gratiiltoiwly 
gone into, on the part of England ; far from tliat. Engliirid nfidertoiik 
them, with its hig heart very aorrowftil, atrarige ^ipertrolith-s hpirilderlftg 
it; and managed them (a» men do sleep u-ulh-heF? with a glootiiy wdiility 
of purpose, with a heavydadtm energy* aiidi on tlio whole, with », deplli 
of stupidity, which were vary grant Yat look at Ilia ih,** nti 

results. France lies down ti> rot Into grand SpriuFm.'ttr,-, 

Apothoosii of Sansculottism, and mnrh #lwa ; wlilrli ulill to liar own 
great peril, and the grant aflliaiion of iiaiglihoiiri. INwr Eiigkiid, ill#r 
such enormous stumbling among the ahimnay»|mtn, and mitiiiwfiilmliini 
over all the world for twenty years, finds #ii awiikimiiig, Ilml iliit li,i» 
arrived, after all, where she wished to he, and a gfinil ibal farlhtr ! 
Finds that her own important little errand Is iiifiielitiw nr otimr ikiiw p--- 
and, in short, that Jenklni*s Ear'* {m she iiamtil llie itiiiig) km ln^n 
avenged,'* and the Ocean Higliways '* and i gofiil 4md iiinr#, in 

a most signal way ! For the Eternal Provi«h‘nrt*s. liiUt* m |M»r Hryia* 
dust now knows of it, mumbling and manfidtrltig tlifti aid #f lili,— 
do rule ; and the great loul of the world, I yiiii #iic# m%m% kju^. 
And always for a Nation, m for a m«. It !• firy liiliovifiil t*i loiiwl, 
to be modest, however stupid F-**- 

By tWs time^ however, — Midi w Hi; liarlng ffilfwi mndl 

Belleisle being evidently on the tteps, — hii Britwinic M«J««ty 
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recognises clearly, and insists upon it, strengthened by his 
Haningtons and everybody of discernment, That, nefarious 
or not, this Friedrich will require to be bargained with. That, 
far from breaking-in upon him, and partitioning him (how 
far from it 1), there is no conceivable method of saving the 
Celestial Balances till he be satisfied, in some way. This is 
the one step his Britannic Majesty has yet made, out of these 
his choking imbroglios ; and truly this is one. Hyndford, his 
best negotiator, is on the road for Friedrich’s Camp ; Robin- 
son, at Vienna, has been directed to say and insist, ‘ Bargain 
with that man ; he must be bargained with, if our Cause of 
Liberty is to be saved at all 1 ’ — 

And now, having opened the dustbin so far, that the 
reader’s fancy might be stirred without affliction to his lungs 
and eyes, let us shut it down again, — ^might we but hope for- 
ever ! That is too fond a hope. But the background or 
sustaining element made imaginable, the few events deserving 
memory may surely go on at much swifter pace. 


CHAPTER II 

CAMP OF STBEHLEN 

Friedrich’s Silesian Camps this Summer, Camp of Streblen 
chiefly, were among the strangest places in the world. Fried- 
rich, as we have often noticed, did not much pursue the 
defeated Austrians, at or near Mollwitz, or press them towards 
flat ruin in their Silesian business : it is clear he anxiously 
wished a bargain without farther exasperation ; and hoped he 
might get it by judicious patience. Brieg he took, with that 
fine outburst of bombardment, which did not last a week : 
but Brieg once his, he fell quiet again; kept encamping, 
here, there, in that Mollwitz-Neisse region, for above three 
months to come; not doing much, beyond the indispensable; 
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negotiating much, or rather negotiated with, and waiting on 
events.^ 

Both Armies were reinforcing themselves ; and Friedrich^s, 
for obvious reasons, in the first weeks especially, became much 
the stronger. Once in May, and again afterwards, weary of 
the pace things went at, he had resolved on having Neisse at 
once ; on attacking Neipperg in his strong camp there, and 
cutting short the tedious janglings and uncertainties. He 
advanced to Grotkau accordingly, some twelve or fifteen miles 
nearer Neisse (£8th May, — stayed till 9th June), quite within 
wind of Neipperg and his outposts ; but found still, on closer 
inspection, that he had better wait ; — and do so withal at 
a greater distance from Neipperg and his Pandour Swarms. 
He drew back therefore to Strehlen, north-westward, rather 
farther from Neisse than before ; and lay encamped there for 
nine or ten weeks to come. Not till the beginning of August 
did there fall out any military event (Pandour skirmishing 
in plenty, but nothing to call an event) ; and not till the 
end of August any that pointed to conclusive results. As it 
was at Strehlen where mostly these Diplomacies went on, 
and the Camp of Strehlen was the final and every way the 
main one, it may stand as the representative of these Diplo- 
matising Camps to us, and figure as the sole one, which in 
fact it nearly was. 

Strehlen is a pleasant little Town, nestled prettily among 
its granite Hills, the steeple of it visible from Mollwitz ; 
some twenty-five miles west of Brieg, some thirty south of 
Breslau, and about as far northwest of Neisse : there Fried- 
rich and his Prussians lie, under canvas mainly, with outposts 
and detachments sprinkled about under roofs : — a Camp of 
Strehlen, more or less imaginable by the reader. And worth 
his imagining; such a Camp, if not for soldiering, yet for 

* In Camp of Mollwitz (nearer Brieg than the Battle-field was) till 28th May 
(after the Battle seven weeks) ; then to Camp at Grotkau (28th May — 9th June, 
twelve days) 5 thence (9th June) to Friedewalde, Herrnsdorf ; to Strehlen (2 1st 
June — ^20th August, nine or ten weeks in all). See Helden'^G^schichte, i. 934, 
ii 9|i ; Rodenbeck, Orlich, etc. 
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negotiating and ^^'agging of diplomatic wigs, as there never 
was before. Here, strangely shifted hither, is the centre of 
European Politics all Summer. From the utmost ends of 
Europe come Ambassadors to Strehleii ; from Spain, France, 
England, Denmark, Holland, — there are sometimes nine at 
once, how many successively and in total I never knew.^ They 
lodge generally in Breslau ; but are always running over to 
Strehlen. There sits, properly speaking, the general Secret 
Parliament of Europe; and from most Countries, except 
Austria, representatives attend at Strehlen, or go and come 
between Breslau and Strehlen, submissive to the evils of field- 
life, when need is. A surprising thing enough to mankind, 
and big as the world in its own day ; though gone now to 
small bulk, — one Human Figure pretty much all that is left 
of memorable in it to mankind and us. 

French Belleisle we have seen ; who is gone again, long 
since, on his wide errands ; fat Valori too we have seen, who 
is assiduously here. The other figures, except the English, 
can remain dark to us. Of Montijos, the eminent Spaniard, 
a brown little man, magnificent as the Kingdom of the Incas, 
with half a page of titles (half a peck, five-and-tweiity or 
more, of handles to his little name, if you should ever require 
it); who, finding matters so backward at Frankfurt, and 
nothing to do there, has been out, in the interim, touring to 
while away the tedium ; and is here only as sequel and cor- 
roboration of Belleisle, — say as bottle-holder, or as high- 
wrought peacock’s-tail, to Belleisle : — of the eminent Montijos 
I have to record next to nothing in the shape of negotiation 
Treaty ’ with the Termagant w'as once proposed by him 
here, which Friedrich in his politest way declined); and shall 
mention only, That his domestic arrangements were sump- 
tuous and commodious in the extreme. Let him arrive in 
the meanest village, destitute of human appliances, and be 
directed to the hut %vhere he is to lodge, — straightway from 
the fourgons and baggage-chests of Montijos is produced, 

^ Me 2 d 4 H-GesckichUf i. 932. 
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first of all, a round of arras hangings, portable tables, 
portable stove, gold plate and silver ; thus, with wax-lights, 
wines of richest vintage, exquisite cookeries, Montijos lodges, 
a king everywhere, creating an Aladdin’s palace everywhere ; 
able to say, like the Sage Bias, Omnia mea mecum porto. 
These things are recorded of Montijos. What he did in 
the way of negotiation has escaped men’s memory, as it could 
well afford to do. 

Of Hyndford’s appurtenances for lodging we already had 
a glimpse, through Biisching once ; — pointing towards solid 
dinner-comforts rather than arras hangings ; and justifying 
the English genius in that respect. The weight of the 
negotiations fell on Hyndford ; it is between him and French 
Valori that the matter lies, Montijos and the others being 
mere satellites on their respective sides. Much battered upon, 
this Hyndford, by refractory Hanoverians pitting George as 
Elector against the same George as King, and egging these 
two identities to woful battle with each other, — ‘ Lay me at 
his Majesty’s feet’ full length, and let his Majesty say which 
is which, then ! A heavy, eating, haggling, unpleasant kind 
of mortal, this Hyndford; bites and grunts privately, in a 
stupid ferocious manner, against this young King : ^ One of 
the worst of men ; who will not take up the Cause of Liberty 
at all, and is not made in the image of Hyndford at all.’ 
They are dreadfully stiff reading, those Despatches of Hynd- 
ford : but they have particles of current news in them ; 
interesting glimpses of that same young King ; — likewise of 
Hyndford, laid at his Majesty’s feet, and begging for self and 
brothers any good benefice that may fall vacant. We can 
discern, too, a certain rough tenacity and horse-dealer finesse 
in the man ; a broad-based, shrewdly practical Scotch Gentle- 
man, wide awake ; and can conjecture that the diplomatic 
fiinciion, in that element, might have been in worse hands. 
He is often laid metaphorically at the King’s feet, King 
of England’s; and haunts personally the King of Prussia’s 
dbow at all times, watching every glance of him, like a 
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British house-dog, that will not be take3:i-in with suspicious 
travellers, if he can help it ; and casting perpetual Itoroscopes 
in his dull mind. 

Of Friedrich and his demeanour in this strange scxiuc, 
centre of a World all drawing sword, and jumbling in luige 
Diplomatic and other delirium about his ears, tJie rcvuler will 
desire to see a direct glimpse or two. As to tbe sral <>’C 2 K*nil 
Imbroglio of Diplomacies which then weltered everywh(!re, 
readers can understand that it has, at this day, fallen con- 
siderablj obscure (as it deserved to do) ; and that exvn 
rich’s share of it is indistinct in parts. The game, wide* as 
Europe, and one of the most intricate ever played by Diplo- 
matic human creatures, was kept studiously dark while it 
went on; and it has not since been a pleasant objtH'-t of 
study. Many of the Documents are still unpublished, in- 
accessible ; so that the various moves in the game, especial Iv 
what the exact dates and sequence of them were (u|[)on wlucij 
all would turn), are not completely ascertainable,— nor in 
truth are they much worth hunting after, throng!) sncli an 
element One thing we could wish to have out of it:, the om; 
thing of sane that w^as in it: the demeanour and phjsiog- 
nomy of Friedrich as there manifested ; ¥rm\ridi nlornu or 
pretty much alone of all these Diplomatic Con j urors, having' 
a solid veritable object in hand. The rest— tl'ie spiilcrs jnv 
very -welcome to it : who of mortals -would road it, won- 
it made never so lucid to him ? Such traits of i-’i-irdrich 
as can be sifted out into the conceivalile and i!idubil..-d)io 
stete, the reader shall have ; the extinct Bedl.-un, that Ik- 
girdled Friedrich far and wide, need not be rosuscitutod 
except for that object. Of Friedrich’s fainiess, or of l‘ri<!tl 
rich’s ‘trickiness, macchiavelism and attorneyisin,’ rwulors will 
form their o-wn notion, as they proceed. On one point tliov 
will not be doubtful, That here is such a sharpness of 
rt^y ey^ight (like the lynx’s, like the eagle’.s), atul pri- 
vately such a courage and fixity of resolution, as are hydv 

UnCOTTlTYimi ^ V 
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A)n*i! fZOih, ITtl, in llu‘ sani;' dnvs wL Ie Ik'lleisle amved 
in the Vniup at luul \vituf:^sed that fine opening of 

tlu' efinnon.'Silr \i\Hn\ Uvlr;\. i'lxvrlieucv Ilyndford got to 
Berl'm ; and on tudifviii;;’ tin* event, was invited by the King 
io roiue alon<; to IsrivAeii, rnui h* ;nn husiiaeNs. Kiigland has 
been profu.-'e eaouidi in ouerine' la r ‘ gt>od olliees wilii Austria’ 
towards nriLiu;*' haz'naati ior his Prtissiau IMnj(‘Nty ; but is 
busy also, al the Hay;iu*, eontsa'i iiiyi: ''dth the Dutch ‘some 
vstroug ji>ini resulntioad n*so!ulit>n, Op^^nly to advise Fried- 
rieh to wiilidraw his troops troui Silesia,, by w-ay of starting 
lair lo\va,nlN a iKir sihi. A very slrtjug resolutioiu they and 
the C5ays‘Urers thiidc it ; oiel e* -k themselves. Is it not likely 
to have soiu<‘ eahet r 'Their Ili;;h Mightinesses have been 
sci’ewiu;,/; their eour.s;;i', and vtmler Ivujdl^b urgency, have de- 
cidetl (April jMlh),’ ' ^‘e», wv will jointly so advise!’ and 
Kriedricli baa g-ot iuIJhig td’ it from Uiish'ld, his IMinister 
there. HyndioivTs lirst !ni‘4n4*ei (wen^ tlu^ Dutch Excellency 
once <‘omiMtp, hut Un>se Dutch are ahvays hanging astern !) 
is to prt'sent se/id ^ Advire,' am! Iry what will eorne of that. 
All VAdvict*" m>w falUm lohnlty inMgniru’aut io the Uni- 
ver.st‘ ami to us, otdy that naAlvu's will wish to see how 
bViedrii'h takes it, and if any fealure of I'Viedrich discloses 
itself in the aiihir. 

MymIfimI hm hm Fimi Judimce (Camp of Moll- 
witet May 7tli) ; md Prirdrieh malw a mmi imp&rimi 
Tmdpf-- vaf ftymifiwd 

May SSd, HjiKlfo'ttl arrived in itolmi; and after some 
pr«dimiuai*y floiiri^hingt, and dlffittillki akiiit po«t-liorses and 
fumiturei in a seat of WiXt got to Iritfg ; and thence^ May 
T'tti, fto tile Camp' (Oamp of MoIIwiti still), * which is about 
m EngliA mik sorting him from Brieg, 

m& wlai Pi note IHlaite too ; our poor old PdlF 

* !• #4 1 thi JMm ititlfi » islld-ipoken Pkce, M 

dl liilcish mUm thhili tbt Dutch# It glmt #« '96|4« 
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nitz, some kind of Chief Goldstick, whom we did not other- 
wise know to be on active duty in those rude scenes. Belleisle 
had passed through Breslau while Hyndford was there : — ^ am 
unable to inform your Lordship what success he has had/ 
Brieg Siege is done only three days ago; Castle all lying 
black ; and the new trenching and fortifying hardly begun. 
In a word. May 7th, 1741, ‘about 11 a.m.’ Excellency 
Hyndford is introduced to the King’s Tent, and has his Eii'st 
Audience. Goldstick having done his motions, none but 
Podewils is left present ; who sits at a table, taking notes 
of what is said, Podewils’s Notes are invisible to me ; but 
here, in authentic though, carefully compressed state, is Hynd- 
ford’s minute Narrative : 

Excellency Hyndford mentioned the Instructions he had, as to ^‘good 
offices,’’ friendship and so forth. “ But his Prussian Majesty had hardly 
patience to hear me out ; and said in a passion ” (we use, where pos- 
sible, Hyndford’s own wording* ; readers will allow for the leaden quality 
in some parts) : 

Mnff (in a passion). ‘ How is it possible, my Lord, to believe things so 
contradictory ? It is mighty fine all this that you now tell me, on the 
part of the King of England ; hut how does it correspond to his last 
Speech to his Parliament ’ (19tli April last, when Mr. Viner was in such 
minority of one), ‘and to the doings of his Ministers at Petersburg’ (a 
pretty Partition-Treaty that ; and the Excellency Finch still busy, as I 
know !) ‘and at the Hague’ (Excellency Trevor there, and this beautiful 
Joint-Resolution and Advice which is coming !) ‘to stir-up Allies against 
me ? I have reason rather to doubt the sincerity of the King of England. 
They perhaps mean to amuse me.’ (That is Friedrich’s real opinion.^) 
‘But, by God, they are mistaken ! I will risk everything rather than 
abate the least of my pretensions.’ 

Poor Hyndford said and mumbled what he could ; knew nothing what 
instructions Finch had, Trevor had, and — 

Ki72g, ‘ My Lord, there seems to be a contradiction in all this. The 
King of England, in his Letter, tells me you are instructed as to every- 
thing; and yet you pretend ignorance 1 But I am perfectly informed of 
all. And I should not be surprised if, after all these fine words, you 
should receive some strong letter or resolution for me/ — Joint-Resolution 
to Advise, for example ? 


^ His Letter to Podewils (Ranke, ii. z68). 
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Hyndford^ not in the strength of conscious innocence^ stands silent ; 
the King, ^ in his heat of passion,^ said to Fodewils : 

King to Podewils (on the sudden). 'Write down, that my Lord would 
be surprised ’ (as he should he) ^ to receive such Instructions ! * (A mig- 
chievous sparkle, half quizzical, half practical, considerably in the Fried- 
rich style.) — Hyndford, " quite struck, my Lord, with this strange way 
of acting/’ and of poking into one, protests with angry grunt, and 
''was put extremely upon my guard.” Of course Podewils did not 
write. * * 

Eyndford, 'Europe is under the necessity of taking some speedy reso- 
lution, things are in such a state of crisis. Like a fever in a human body, 
got to such a height that quinquina becomes necessary/ " That expres- 
sion made him smile, and he began to look a little cooler.” * * 
'Shall we apply to Vienna, your Majesty?' 

Friedrich, ' Follow your own will in that.' 

Eyndford, 'Would your Majesty consent now to stand byhia Excel- 
lency Getter's original Offer at Vienna on your part ? Agree, namely, in 
consideration of Lower Silesia and Breslau, to assist the Queen with all 
your troops for maintenance of Pragmatic Sanction, and to vote for the 
Grand-Duke as Kaiser ? ' 

King, 'Yes' (what the reader may take notice of, and date for 
himself). 

Eyndford, 'What was the sum of money then offered her Hungarian 
Majesty?' 

King hesitated, as if he had forgotten ; Podewils answered, 'Three 
million florins (800,000/.),' 

King, ' I should not value the money ; if money would content her 
Majesty, 1 would give more.' " Here was a long pause, which I did not 
break ; ” — nor would the King. Podewils reminded me of an idea we 
had been discoursing of together ("on his suggestion, my Lord, which I 
really think is of importance, and worth your Lordship's consideration”) ; 
whereupon, on such hint. 

Eyndford, ' Would your Majesty consent to an Armistice? ' 

Friedrich, 'Yes ; but' (counts on his fingers. May, June, till becomes 
to December) 'not for less than six months,— till December Ist By 
that time they could do nothing,' the season out by that time. 

Eyndford, ' His Excellency Podewils has been taking notes ; if I 
am to be bound by them, might I first see that he has mistaken 
nothing?* 

King, 'Certainly I'-^Podewils's Note-protocol is found to be correct 
in every point ; Hyndford, with some slight flourish of compliments on 
both sides, bows himself away (invited to dinner, which he accepts, 'will 
surely have that honour before returning to Breslau ') ; — ^and so the First 
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Audience has ended.* Baronay and Pandouri ara about, — tMs is tea 
days before the Ziethen feat on Baronay; — but no Pandour, now or 
afterwards, will harm a British Excellency. 

These utterances of Friedrich’s, the more we examine them 
by other lights that there are, become the more correctly 
expressive of what Friedrich’s real feelings were on the 
occasion. Much contrary, perhaps, to expectation of some 
readers. And indeed we will here advise our readers to 
prepare for dismissing altogether that notion of Friedrich’s 
duplicity, mendacity, finesse and the like, which was once 
widely current in the world ; and to attend always strictly to 
what Friedrich says, if they wish to guess what he is think- 
ing ; — ^there being no such thing as ‘ mendacity ’ discoverable 
in Friedrich, when you take the trouble to inform yourself. 

‘ Mendacity,’ my friends ? How busy have the Owls been 
with Friedrich’s memory, in different countries of the world ; 
— perhaps even more than their sad wont is in such cases ! 
For indeed he was apt to be of swift abrupt procedure, 
disregardful of Owleries ; and gave scope for misunderstanding 
in the course of his life. But a veracious man he was, at all 
points ; not even conscious of his veracity ; but had it in the 
blood of him ; and never looked upon ‘ mendacity ’ but from 
a very great height indeed. He does not, except where 
suitable, at least he never should, express his whole meaning ; 
but you will never find him expressing what is not his 
meaning. Reticence, not dissimulation. And as to ‘ finesse,’ 
— do not believe in that either, in the vulgar or bad sense. 
Truly you will find his finesse is a very fine thing; and that 
it consists, not in deceiving other people, but in being right 
himself ; in well discerning, for his own behoof, what the facts 
before him are ; and in steering, which he does steadily, in a 
most vigilant, nimble, decisive and intrepid manner, by 
monition of the same. No salvation but in the facts. Facts 

* Hyndford’s Despatches, Breslau, sth and 13th May 1741. Are In State- 
Paper Office, like the rest of Hyndford’s j also in British Museum (Acklilional 
MSi. 11,365 ttc.), the rough draughti of them. 
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arc a kind of diviut‘ to kru'drirh; invirh more no than 

to common men : lliin is csscntinll v what Kcligion I have 
found in Friwirich. And, h‘t me mmw vou, it is an invalu- 
able element in m\y innirH Udigitiii, and highlj indispensable, 
though HO often di^j><'n:,ed with ! Hendera, <‘.sjH'cia!Iy in our 
time I'higliHh midiTs, who werntd gain the least knowledge 
about Friedrich, in the extinct lledlum where his work now 
lay, have a great many things to forget, and sad strata of 
Owl droppings, ancient and recent, to sww{» away ! — 

'Fo Friedrich a hargiun with AuHlria, which would be a 
getting into port, in eiiniji;n-I.un to going with the French in 
tliat distrncUsi voyage of theirs, is higidy ilesirahie. ‘Shall 
I join with the English, in hijpe of some tolemhle bargain 
from Austria? Shu!! I have to join with the French, in 
dcKpair of any?' Headers muy consiiler how stringent upon 
Frieilrich that question now was, and how ticklish to solve. 
And it must be soivtd soon, — ^^under |)ena!ty of ‘being left 
with no ally at all’ (as Friedrieh i xpr. himself), while the 
whole world is grouping; ilstdf inlo armed heaps for and 
against! If the English wuuhi tmt get me a bargain — ? 
Friedrieh dare not think they will. Nay, .s<'aiuung these 
Fhiglish incohereiict-i, these contradi»'ti»ns lielwts'U what they 
say here anti what they <lt> and say el . ew here, he begins to 
doubt if they zealously wish it, — nntf at last to believe that 
they sincerely do tud wisli it; thnl ‘they mtian to atmi.se nte’ 
(as he rnitl to Hyntlfonl)-— till my h’riaich chance too is over. 
‘To amuse me; but, jtwir Ills Notes to FtKiewils, 

of which Ilanke, who has seen them, gives us snulchcs, are 
vivitl in that sense : ‘ I shotdtl b« ashiiiiietl if the cunn:nge.st 
Italian could du|)e mo ; but that a lout of a Himoverian 
should do it !’ — and Fodewils has gwat dilRcidty to krep him 
patient yet a little ; Valori being so busy on the other side, 
and the time «» pri-.;,iiig. Mere arc some thdes and some 
comments, which tltc render shouhi take with him;— here is a 
vei7 strange issue to the Joint-Iteoiutioii of • strong iiatura 
now on hand ! 
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A few days after that First Audience, Ginkel the Dutch 
Excellency, with the due Papers in his pocket, did arrive. 
Excellency Hyndford, who is not without rough insight into 
what lies under his nose, discovers clearly that the grand 
Dutch-English Resolution, or Joint-Exhortation to evacuate 
Silesia, will do nothing but mischief ; and (at his own risk, 
persuading Ginkel also to delay) sends a Courier to England 
before presenting it. And from England, in about a 
foitnight, gets for answer, ‘ Do harm, think you ? PIm, ha ! 
— ^Present it, all the same ; and modify by assurances after- 
wards,’ — as if these would much avail 1 This is not the only 
instance in which St. James’s rejects good advice from its 
Hyndford ; the pity would be greater, were not the Business 
what it is ! Podewils has the greatest difficulty to keep 
Friedricli quiet till Hyndford’s courier get back. And on his 
getting back with such answer, ‘Present it all the same,’ 
Friedrich will not wait for that ceremony, or delay a moment 
longer. Friedrich has had his Valori at work, all this while ; 
Valori and Podewils, and endless correspondence and con- 
sultation going on; and things hypothetically almost quite 
ready ; so that — 

June 5th, 1741, Friedrich, spurring Podewils to the utmost 
speed, and ‘ordering secrecy on pain of death,’ signs his 
Treaty with France! A kind of provisional off- and -on 
Treaty, I take it to be ; which was never published, and is 
thought to have had many ifs in it : signs this Treaty ; — 
and next day (June 6th, such is the impetuosity of haste) 
instructs his Iliisfeld at the Hague, ‘ You will beforehand 
inform the High Mightinesses, in regard to thfit Advice of 
April 24th, which they determined on giving me, through the 
Excellency Herr von Ginkel along with Excellency Hynd- 
ford. That such Advice can, by me, only be considered as a 
blind complaisance to the Court of Vienna’s improper urgencies, 
impoper in such a matter. That for certain I will not 
quit Silesia till my claims be satisfied. And the longer I am 
forced to continue warring for them here, wasting more 
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rMcwrc* and risk upon tlicm, • the higher they wllfrise 
And this i* what aimw of tliat terrililj courjigoous Dutch- 
English * Joint* Ikwoltition of a jitrtHig nature ’ ; it has literally 
cut l>t*fore the point : the Eshorlntion is not yet presented 
but tJj« Treaty with l‘'raiH'e is signwl in %'irtu(! of it ! ' 

IJntioubteily this of June iilJ» is the most important Treaty 
hi tii® Austriiui'Suceessitm War, ntw! the cardiunt element of 
Friiairieh’s pruHSMUire in that Aiiwnture. And it has never 
been jaihiishtaJ ; nor, till Herr Professor Rmike got access to 
the rmssiwi Aivld^.-., has even the tlatc of Higuing it been 
riglstly known; but is given two or thn»e ways in dilfereut 
expn*ss Coilcftiona of Treaties.* ilerr Kanke knows this 
Treaty, and the ttomU'tuM-,, ^-.pivially Friwlrich’s cor- 
n»}Himien« with Ftakwils pivjmnJnrv to k; and speaks, as 
hi« wont it, iwajml eieaet tilings about it ; thanks to him, in 
th® dmimstiuice*. I wish it could be made, even with his 
help, fully intelligible to the remler ! For, were the Treaty 
never to exprwt, surely th® niodo of keeping it, on both 
parts, wm very stranp ; and Umt latter concerns us some- 
what. 

A very fa«t-am!"Ioo*e Trtaty, to all appearance! Oat- 
wariily it it a aici® T'reaty of Allianee, each party guaran- 
tying the other for Fifteen Years; without mention made of 
the Joint tkiteibie Adventunj now in the wind. But then, like 
tib® imteoript to m laiiy’s letter, lliero com® ‘ueertit articles’ 
benring upon that ysential item ; How Fmtice, in the coitrae 
of this ciimnt teaton 1741 , is to bring an Army across the 
Hhine in supfwrt of ite friend Kisr-Waiem ntrsua Austria ; is, 
in the tame term of tim®, to make Sweden declare war on 
Kiwia (important for Prietirich, who i* never sure a moment 
that Ihwe Hussians will not bimk«in upon him) ; and finally, 

* MMm-GutkkhU, i. 903. 

* SoWtl, B. * FI*W(UJ, Mist, tbh l^brnf. v. 14*’), gives 

'jib July' St the dstw! Adeluug (i), ||7, 390, 441) gueiMeti that it was 'in 
Avgust ’ I Vskel ( 1 . toS), who was himsslf in It, give<« the eotrect date,— bat 
thm Ui Editor (thought Inquiring readers) wm such « slovtn and ignoramus. 
Set StetUM), iv. 143 1 H«nk«, 11 . eye. 
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®o‘*JfLiportant of nil, Tlml Fmnc« • 'pi.-irsnit;-:; Ixjwisr Sileii* 
with Breslau to his I’nissian IVtajirnty.’ Iti rrtunt for whivh 
his Prussian Majesty will do what ? It i» wally diilicult to 
say what ; Be a tnie ally ami nuroml to I’ninw in it* grand 
German Adventure? Not at nil. Friitirich thmi not y«t 
know, nor does Bellewlo himself tjuife • U. what the 

grand Genutin Adventure is; ami I'ViwIrieh’a wirfhtm never 
were, nor will be, for the pror.jxTiiy of that. Sii|j}tt*rt 
France, at least in its small Bavarian Anti Austrian 
Adventure? By no means definilely even that. * Maintain 
my.sclf in I.ower Siitwia with Bi*e»lau, ami figiit iny lawt to 
such end ; ’ really that, you iiiigitt say, is in »ui»tiint» the 
most of what I'Viedrich timieiiakcs ; though inartiailateiy he 
finds hiiuHcIf bound to mueh more, ato! will frankly go into 
it, f/’ you do as you have said ; and unless joti tin, will nut. 
Never was a more rmitiieeiil Treaty: * unIriMi you stirug 
Sweden, Measieurs; unlw you jirmluee that Hltine Army; 
unless — ’such is steadily Frietlrich's attitudin long after tld*, 
he refuses to my whom he will vote for a* Kaiwer : • Fortune 
of War will deride it,’ answers he, in regard to Uiat and to 
many other things; and ka;fw himiwlf to an inenmjnelaiwlile 
extent loose; remly, for weeks and monliw after, to mak# 
bargain on his own Silesian AHkir with :u(y !'. ;!■ tlmt ran.* 

For indeed the French also are very . ;;l ; Fhmry 

hanging one way, Belleislii jiushitig another ; and know not 
how far they will go on tlie grand Cteriniui A.!', u’--;, , nor 
conclusively whether at Ml. Here is an A>i»c»lote by Friwl- 
rich himself, Valori waa, on® night, with him ; and, on 
rising to take leave, tl»e fat hand, stiekinj: }'■<.? , I, >... fht 
big waistcoat'pocket, twitched out a littl® 

Note;^ which Friedrich, with gentle mlroitncuii fy eod- ■ q.!,- in 
such circumsbuirrs), set his foot U|»on, till Valori had flowed 
himself out. Th® Note wm from Amrli.J, French Mini»t*ir of 
the F ‘ 

Glatz, 
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Friedrich ; and did not forpiet the fine little Note'ot/bu^^^ 
ing There went, in Frendi couriers' leigs, a groat many 
such, to Austria Home of them, of far more (jiu' stioimble tenor 
within the next twelve njonths. 

Two things wt* have to remark ; That I-'Hodrich, 

with mi cyt! to real huNiness on his ji.irt in the Hnvarian 
Advent lire, in whi«-h Kur-Ffa!z is sure to aeeomjmny, volun- 
teemi (like a nsal man of lm>ii»"«, and miuh to Belloisle’s 
surprise) to retiounee the Berg .lulieli e.mtrover.n', and let 
Jvur-Pfalz have his way, that then* might he no (jiianvlling 
among allies. This too is etmlingt ii! ; hut was gladly accepted 
by Belleisle. AVeom/, B'hat Ih-lleide had instructed Valori, 
Not to insist on active lielp froni hVietirieh in the German 
Adventure, but mendy to sltpulale for his Neutmli tv through- 
out, in cmw they could gi!t no mon*. ilow joyfully would 
Friedrich have accepted this, had V’aluri voiuutecml with it, 
which ho did not !® But, after all, in result it was the sfime; 
and hful to only a great deal of clamour by and by, 

from the French and the Ga/cUifj :, about the Article in 
question. 

Was there ever so TOntingimt a Treaty before ? It is 
signed, Breslau, 5 111 June ITU, and both {wrtiea have their 
hands loose, and make use of their liberty for months to 
come ; nay, in some sort, all along ; feeling how contingent 
it was ! Friedrich did not deihdfely tie himself till 4th 
November nest, five months after: when he signed the 
Preneh-Bavarian Treaty, renounmi Berg-Jiilich e(mln)vcrsies, 
and fairly went into the Preiich.Ikvarian, sitinller French 
Adventure ; into the greater, or wiile- winged Belleisle one, he 
never went nor intemled to go,— jierlmps even the contrary, 
if needful. Ilendem may try to reuiemher these elucidative 
items, riddled from the immensities of Dryasdust : I have 
no more to give, nor can afford to return upon it. May not 
we well say, as above, * A Treaty thought to have many j/S 
in it r — And now, 8 th June, comes solemnly the Joint- 
' CS»pm a* FrMirle, it, vo, » Itimke, ii. iSa 
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8th June 1741] 

Ilesolution itself ; like mustard (under a flourish of trumpets) 
three days after dinner : 

^ Gamp of Gfothaii, Zth June, Hyndford and Ginkol ^ (the same respect- 
able old Giiikel whom we used to know in Friedrich Wilhelm’s time)^ 
^ havings according to renewed order, got out from Breslau with that 
formidable Dutch-'Bnglish Advice” or Joint-Exhortation in their 
pocket, did this day in the Camp at Grotkau present the same. A very 
mild-spoken Piece, though it had requix*ed such courfige, and which is 
not now worth speaking of^ things having gone as we see. Friedrich 
received it with a gracious mien : Infinitely sensible to the trouble his 
Britannic Majesty and their High Mightinesses took with his affairs; 
Document should receive his best consideration,*'— which indeed it has 
already done, and its Answer withal : A French Treaty signed three days 
ago, in virtue of it ! Might I request a short Private Audience of your 
Majesty?” solicits Hyndford, intending to modify by new assurances, as 
bidden. — Surely,” answers PMedrich. 

‘‘The two Excellencies dine with the King, who is in high spirits. 
After dinner, Hyndford gets his Private Audience ; does his best in the 
way of new assurances ” ; which produce what effect we can fancy. 
Among other things, he appeals to the King's ^^magnauimif.y, how grand 
and generous it will be to accept moderate terms from Austria, to—” 
(interrupting): ‘^My Lord, don't talk to me of magnanimity; 
a Prince” (acting not for himself but for hia Nation) ought to consult 
his interest in the first place. I am not against Peace : but I expect to 
have Four Duchies given me. " ' ^ 

Hyndford and Ginkol slept that night In Grotkau Town: 'at 4 next 
morning the King sent us word, lhat if we had a mind to see the Army 
on march,' just moving of, Strehlen way, ^we might come out by the 
North Gate. We accordingly saw the whole Army leave Camp ; and 
march in four columns towards Friodowald, where Marshal Neipperg is 
encamped.' Not a bit of it, your Excellency! Neipperg is safe at 
Neisse ; amid inacccsBible embankments and artificial mud ; and these 
are mere Hussar-Pandour rabble out here ; whom a push or two sends 
home again,— would it could keep them there I But they are of sylvan 
(or salvage) nature, affecting the shade ; and burst out^ for theft and 
arson, eometimos at great distances, no calculating where. ' The King's 
Army lay all that night upon their arms, aird encaniped next morning, 
the 10th. I believe nothing Happened that day, for we were obliged to 
stay at Grotkau, for want of post-horses, a good part of It' 

Hyndford hears (in secret Opposition CirclciNS, and lays the flattering 
unction to his soul and your Lordship's) : ' The King of Fruwia't Army>" 

^ State-Paper Oflace (Hyndford, Breslau, lath June 1741). 
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♦m I am iafornieid, mltm ho wiU t«ho ftnnise!, anoihor 
nwar to ruin. Kvcrytliiii-'; in In tho fjii'attmt distinior ; utiniwt doioot'^'* 
snjoiiftHt the Offieom fnmi hi>{hi*.*t t« Itn*p»i - kdrig that tho Kir 
liiw imji.i.v.'iiu ni . and new tlrillinjfs i„ vtaw (to go on at 

Strehloji), Cavalry imiirovpumuta, Ailillery iiajinHomcnts, unknown to 
Hymlford mid the t)pi«»4U..n ; wi.I ail! n.it Im ruimul next campai™ 
‘1 hoi» the Howa w« have here, of the laking of Carthageiia, is true’ 
ooricludea he, AIa«, your Kacollcm-y i ’ ’ 

By a difllwtjt hnud, fmjii the ruui l.u.-inl IIiiii<ran(U) regions 
far over the Iliils, take tljis other entry ; almost of enthusi- 
astic style : 

*Pfeiiburg, mh Jum. hJnria 'rher»«, In high ipiribi about her 
English Kuluddy and th« bright a»|MH-ts, tea Vinmia «lK>ut » week ago 
for Iht'shurg' (a drive of liay miliwi down iho fita, country); and 

1» cebhratliig her Coronation there, m« Qtii<en of ilimg»ry, in a very eub- 
Hm« manner. Suiulmy gfllh Juno 1741, that i« tho day of putting on 
your Crown,— Iron Crown of Ht, Klephen, at reailor* know. 'Ihe 
Chivalry of lfun'>..‘tiy. from Ptlfy and Ksforhmiy downward, mid all the 
world are there; tblnliig hi loyalty mid harlarie gold and pearl. A 
truly beautiful Young tVoman, Imaiitiriii to wml and eye, devout too and 
nolilo, though ill-informed In Colitiral or other Science, lx In tho middle 
of it, and maket the nceiie tlill more soticealde to ut. See, as tho finish 
of tho cciviii..iiif the ha* mmuited a high »wift home, tword girt to her 
aid#,— a great rider alway*, tliit young Queen ; .-md ivullcps, Hungary 
following like a comet tali, to Ui* Konigsberg' (^*«V* f/»V/ *o-callod ; no 
great thinp of a Hill, O reader ; made by barrow, you can see), ‘to the 
top of th* ESalgtherg j there draw* eword ; and cut*, grandly flourish- 
inf, to th® Four Qiiiirtcr i of the Heaven* i “ l*st any mortal, from what- 
ever quarter coming, meddle with Hungary if he dare !'*> Chivalrous 
Hun^y bamtn into puHsloiiale acclaim ; old Faliy, I could fancy, into 
tear* ; mid all the world murmur* to Itiiclf, with mei d alcnming eyes, 
‘ Mx nmier /' 'Oil* l«. In foot, the beautlfwlest King «jr QuiHiu that now 
I*, thi» radiant young woman ; hsmaUfol thing* have been, and are to he, 
reported of her ; and *h® ha* a terrible jii .t ahead,— little dream- 

ing of it at this w-and moment. I wl»h hia Hiitannic M^wty, or Robin- 
■on who ha* followed out hither, could perouade her to tome compliance 
on the Sili«l» matter ; what a thing were tlmt, for herself, and for all 
mankind, Juat now 1 But Nhe will not hear of that ; and in very obstinate, 
end h«r atuidi Hoftath* equally and much moro Mamably *o. Deaf to 


* Adeluiif, U. api, *94. 
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ffSknockinp Ht tlw-u- door ; I t«v# 

brokeii-out upon theiu^ ami are rimhing oa iian ilabbt 

By a Botal)le coiiU’i<!tnuas pna^isrly wltilo 
flourishings go on at Fr(‘s!)urg, MunVhn! llrlir^ 

isle is making bis rublic Entry into VmuUmi tm \hnn: 
Frankfurt too is in dwvry iunolion; htiwin la.joilnu-. \\tlh 
Sunday gazers, and erities <d tin* suldimi* in ‘-iM'i'f.-ii !o ! i lii* 
is not Belleislels first eidmnro; Im fiiinself hm lirrfi lirrr 
some time, settling bis Ilonsehold, am! a gomi nranv ffting^ : 
but today be solemnly lends in his Eountens anti 
(over from Metz, wliere Mailaim* ami he iillieiHlIy in 

common times, ‘•(Jovernor of Meiz’ one of bi^ many «il!tr‘r8|s 

leads-in Madame, in snitahly r»'- |d'rai!< at iimniirr i In 

kindle bouselu>ld fire, n« it were; and imlieate llml here U 
his place, till he have gtd. a Kaiser h* Ids mind. 'lAiin 
Phenomena, these tw<K going on fiiHI mileH njmif; nii' 
conscious of one another, or of wlial kiiwhip they lia|i|trn to 
have ! — 


ExcelUmy Uobhuon bim/ in thr. Vienna CArr-lrf, 

to priuluir a Ct^inpUamr 

Britannic George, both for l'¥iigniatie'*'i» aake find for dmr 
Hanoveris, desires much ilierc! weri* a hargaiii imide »illi 
Friedrich: *IIow is the lb‘ngmafir to he mived at all, if bVif^h 
rich join PVance in its Ihdieisle innehimition? 4 , tldnk?^ CJrorge 
And already here is that Gamp of Goltin, p.ii? faring m view 
like a drawn sword poitileil at oneV lliroat or at otieV I Ian* 
over. Nay, in a month or two lienee, as the Ik*llei«le Kdieiiiti 
got above-ground in llie slnifH! of facts, this Iwaitip 

passionate, and a bargnin with Prussia wniml the one tiling 
needful. For, alas, the remler will st*i* iherti roiiirsi aimiit 
that time, a second sword (the Mailfebois Army, iwiiieiyh 
pointed at one's throat from the French side cif things i 
that a Paladin of the Pragmiitlc, and II«'KivtriMi Eieg mt 

* »5th Jiiir* tf4t (Adilufti* ii W). 
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I I I 4 1*1 4 1 

Lrigltitirl, Etimrs niit njiirh wm ftirii f Hiiiwrity 

tif wi4i i's jH‘rhnj« yinlrrvHlril liv ; who ituked 

kiitiwn ifrll Oil C#riir|;f*H wihIioh wtmkt fall, 

if ttirv hail lilw'rlv (whirli tloH' lirtvi* not), liui ntticlj ovormles 
* t!tP ii*tiiril y " of poor Cirorj^o mui hk. Kiiglish; n<n-Ihinn-, aa 
i?i iiflni iliiiir, Iti liiir'Hjinn I in whai i.H more cuncta- 

lioii* u>- mul iilhor fomw of a sfopulity 

jM*rlm|>^ ll«* miol honr»^t in t!io' iH»rhl ! Ily Frietlrich 

tiiiiirr^tiaM! lielfrr; hut he novt^r miirli lilni the Englinh 
wayi Ilf lining Cirorgtk ilr-hiv U nliiiiuhmtly mm 

«w.| fitit W'liiilJy rr.^liitg iiii Aulihintf griHiml?* ; ami grovv.s more 
mnl tiiiiti? iiii-riiw iky ; lint cniikl tioi lie gmtifleci for a 
giioil ii'liile yrt. 

with from the Vienna fiifle, is 

L\^/*-'!!r-Oiy ItiiliiriMiii; who hm a itill finnter job of it Hum 
Pity I'Wir 0 m'wlrri if ymi run for iiidig- 

imiioti At til® liiiiiiiiw ho ii tin Slicing the iiiherlitfs of 
Eiirt'i|«tf tliiiiki* liiihin^oii rtmfiilimlly : Fmimling the English 
Niitioiiiil lh*ht, iiii*aiTrfi Enrl ; nml ifiiing llotlom the Weaver, 
with long wii% ill tin* init4*riili!ei4. IVngehy tluit 

tvff wiifi in tin* mnm HobiiiMiii wlni immortallHcd 

tiirio or ten yeai*?* ago^ i.iy tlio Fiwt IVeiity of Vienna; 
tllfiro-’Mtliiittfy I'mtty, whirh iihjahted Atmlria from Boiirhom 
S|miii»ti innl lirfiiigiit her into the arms of the 

pmtirfiil again, liiiiiiiiiont Biiwnrnll of the Uni- 

ftiwt wm thiii, glory to H«bi«»ri, itrit*st«l for that time. 
And now w hart this iwiw lliiliiiisori iiiitmcled to sliarfien 
ali liii fiii?iiltl« to tht eyttiiig fiilch* iiiitl do the Juipo.ssihle 
for tliii otw anti mmrm tmm of unit tew. Wlinl a ehange 

fooiii 11’il to l?4l ! Bughear of liimdfnl Aiistrkm 
Sfwiinh Allifim» ilmdvm now l»to iinilit clooik, eneirelirig a 
l^iitiful Atiitiiitn AiulriOMedn, alMiiit to Imi clevoiireil for us; 
tact Hit Ifowiifiili of tha IMmtm li a^iii hmainent from 
irwi olln'i'*'4 AtiMlria. 01% yt 

wdwiO'Oi- wighloeku, eallrtl ryil'dn'miUir.tJile ! If a wau 
»Mvt';-s.dgu or otIlWi wort to itoy wall at hoiiiti and his 
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sStli June-7th Aug^i74iJ 

own visible affairs, trusting a good deal that the Universe 
would shift for itself, might it not be better for him ? Robin- 
son, who writes rather a heavy style, but is full of inextin- 
guishable heavy zeal withal, will have a great deal to do in 
these coming years. Ancestor of certain valuable Earls that 
now are ; author of immeasurable quantities of the Diplomatic 
cobwebs that then were. 

To a modem English reader it is very strange, that 
Austrian scene of things in which poor Robinson is puffing 
and labouring. The ineffable pride, the obstinacy, impotency, 
ponderous pedantry and helplessness of that dull old Court 
and its Hofraths, is nearly inconceivable to modern readers. 
Stupid dilapidation is in all departments, and has long been ; 
all things lazily crumbling downwards, sometimes stumbling 
down with great plunges. Cash is done; the world rising, 
all round, with plunderous intentions ; and hungry Ruin, you 
would say, coming visibly on with seven-league boots : here is 
little room for carrying your head high among mankind. 
High nevertheless they do carry it, with a grandly mournful 
though stolid insolent air, as if born superior to this Earth 
and its wisdoms and successes and multiplication-tables and 
iron ramrods, — areally with ^ a certain greatness,’ says some- 
body, ^ greatness as of great blockheadism ’ in themselves and 
their neighbours ; — and, like some absurd old Hindoo Idol 
(crockery Idol of Somnauth, for instance, with the belly of 
him smashed by battle-axes, and the cartload of gold coin 
all run out), persuade mankind that they are a god, though 
in dilapidated condition. That is our first impression of the 
thing. 

But again, better seen into, there is not wanting a certain 
worthily steadfast, conservative and broad-based high air 
(reminding you of ^ Kill our own mutton. Sir ! ’ and the 
ancient English Tory species), solid and loyal, though stolid. 
Ancient Austrian Tories, that definition will suffice for us 
and Toryism too, the reader may rely on it, is much patronised 
by the Upper Powers, and goes a long way in this wprld. 

VOL. IV, 



am FIRST siLKsiAN WAR Ends [bookxih 

Nay, witlmiit a gowi saliti stihHlmlinu of liuR^wliat ^tiiin'v' 
with never ho many hatlot-hoxi-H, ‘nnip nmlors, nnd liberties 
of the Huhjeel, in nijiahle of goitig nt all, cxeept swiftly to 
perdition? 'I'lirsc AnslrinnH have taken n great deal of ruin- 
ing, (irnt and IrtHl! 'rheir relati.as to tin; then Sea-Powere 
especially to England emharkwi on the Cause of Liberty, fills 
one with ania/entenl, liy no infaiis of an idolatrous nature- 
and is diilicnlt to mulerstand at all, or to la* patient with at all' 
Of dispoKilion to comply with Prussia, liohinson finds hi 
spite of Mollwitz and the siul t-xp^-j it-nct-::, no tnwe at Vienna 
The hutnour at Vienna is olmtinatciy ilcllant; simply to 
regai-d l^'raulrich iw a houHehreitkcr or thief in the night- 
wlunn they will soon deal with, wen* they once on foot and 
implements in their hand : * .Swift, ye Kea-Powera; whore are 
the iniph-nii-nls, the cawh, Uiat means intph-menls?’ The 
Young Hungarian Majessty herself is magnificently of that 
opinion, which is sanctioncil by her Rartensteins and wisest 
Hofraths, with hardly a dissentient (old Sinwndorf almost alone 
in his contrary notion, anti he soon dies). Robinson urges 
the dangtOT from Fmsjm No Ilofmih here will allow him- 
self to believe them ; to believe them would l«j too horrible. 

‘ Depend upon it, Fmm-e's intentions aa* not that way. And 
at the worst, if Frnius! do rise against ««, it is but bargaining 
with France; better so than h:ii;;.t!!iing with PniH.sia, surely 
Ffan<» will be contentabie with MaiicUdug in the Nether- 
lands; what else can she want of m? Parings from that 
outskirt, what are these ci.mp u-i-d with Silesia, a horrid gash 
into the vital parts ? And what is yielding to the King of 
Prance, compared with yit-ldlng to yoiir Prussian King!’— 

It is true they have no money, uit^se blind dull {ample; but 
are not the Sc, -i Powers, l-’.nglnnd c-ju-cially, there, created by 
Nature to supply money? WImt else is their purpose ill 
Cr<-atiou ? By Nature’s law, as the Sun mounts in the 
E<-lij)lic and then fails, tbewi Sea-Power*, in the Cause of 
I.dberty, will furnish us money. No aurtender ; talk not to 
me of Silesia or summder; I will die defending my inherit- 
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ancesT^what are the Sea- Powers nixnit, lliat Ihey <!<> jn»t 
furnish more money in a prompt ninmier? 'I'lifst. mr the 
things poorllobinson has to listen to : liohiiison MiKniiigl/md, 
it is self-evident at Vienna, have one tlnly, that; of uoii: loto; 
money. And in a prompt manner, if yon jilrase, .'^ir; why 
not prompt and abundant ? 

An English soul has small exhilaration, ItMfktng iiiiti those 
old expenditures, and hullyings for want of proaip: iltalo ! 
But if English souls will solemnly, under high Unmat, etn)- 
stitute a Duke of Newcastle and a George n. their Ciipliiitis 
of the march Hcavenwartl, and say, without, bin hiii •, for it, 
nay, rejoicing at it, in the face of the sim, ‘ You an* the nitwt 
godlike Two we could lay hold of for that object,' • what 
have English souls to expect ? My consolation is, and, ala*, 
it is a poor one, the money would have Iwen mo?.l ly w«ste»i 
any way. Buy men and gunpowder with your nioney, to be 
shot away in foreign parts, without nmowii or icic: is llint »« 
much worse than buying ridicuioiw uphu! , itlle In u , 
frivolities, and in the end imheautiful poUadlics 1 and 

spiritual with it, here at home? I am stnick BiJerifc, baiking 
at much that goes on untler these stars find that tnis- 

appointment of your Caplfuns, of your E.rii'},'.! aiui 
Guiding and Governing individuals, higher and lower, ir n 
fatal business always; and that cMpi'ci.'dly, as highi'st iiiNtnt ft- 
of it, which includes all the lower ones, Ihis of sol, «•, !! 
ing Chief Captain, and King by the CJroce of <Jm!, a genC* 
man who is not so (and #m«.» to ho so juiuiily by IHalieo ut 
the Devil, and by the very great and nearly u tfut'- Kiiiblr 
indifference of Mankind to resist the Devi! in timt |Mrti«Ml.u' 
province, for the present), is the deejjost fountain of hamfot 
wretchedness, and the head luend.Hcily ca{mbie of 
done ! — ■ 

As for the brave young Queen of Hungary, my 
goes with that of all the world. Not in the If. uf u -f 
fettery, but of evident fact, the royal qualities abotiUil in thul 
high yoimg I^dy; had they left the world, and grown io 
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11 • l I r 1 , Aue.x 

tneiT c*osiuiu(‘ cls:‘n’lit*n% \oa iiriil wrtain of tlieiu ao'(» 

lu>n\ iiJo-:! f.T'iViS liiii'h 1\:A p'i^iS- ; IniUltiful tc 

fiiui railio-nt vFill! h'!r‘-% t!icni|;'li cif toin|H:T tliat; w 

easily ns’vh Dro : is p-;‘rliH|i.H lui iioliler wonimi \h 

!ivin<>;. And sh-* fnaits llu* nf,.nn|j; eliiiieiilH in a truly grai 
feininino inann?*r; as if itself jyu! llie voice of Du 

called leer: "The inlieriiruiri-, which luy Fatluu's left nie, i 
will TU)i. {KU'l- ^vilh Ihe-e. Hn if it so must he; hut u 

di.sl ono'ir : l.islen not lo Fr«i i!ii<*f in ilm night ! ** Mai 
Tht'resa has not; siudicih af alh the Ilhlmy of the Silesu 
she knows only ilm-l her Fiilhcr and Dnimlfiith 
ptuuasahly held \)v-in ; if. w ei uni .she that sent out Seckemk; 
to ri(h.‘ 2rkOOO miles, t>r hmhti tiu! heart of 'Friedrii 
Willudm and hi:; llouM-lndtl. rify ^he hiid not complied wi 
hViethicln ajuJ sau-'<I such rivers of IjillcrncH^ to hemdf at 
mankind 1 Ihil hi>w couki ^Ite sea to do iti- especially wi 
little (Jcor*.\‘e a!; her hack, and aliniidniice of money? Tli 
for ilu^ ])r(‘.scn|!, is Inn* nudlunl tif looking at the imitlcr; tt 
magnanimomn heroic, and occn-dorially soniewlmt female one 

n<*r liushand, Hu* (h'aml Duke, an inert, hut gmahter 
perod, well eijndil ionetl Duke after his itort, goes wiili he 
Him wo shcdl see try various lliingfi; and at length take * 
biinking aud merc!mndisi% and even meat dealing on the gre 
scale. *Our Armie:; hail iiuwt part of their meal circuitous 
froi'ti himd says hViisinciu of fimea ioiig siilmKjiient# Now; 
always lie follows hnally Ids \Vife« ieacl, never «lic his ; Wi 
being, inirinsicaJly as wtd! ers i*xtriii«ie«ll}% the better ma 
what otlum cam In* ■ Of eoin|i!iiiiict with Friedrich in th 
Court, then* is jnvuiifvdly no luipe HU after a great deal ^ 
b(.‘aling Imve <‘nlighteutsl it. Dot of <lfftimnc!C to (Jeorge ar 
his ardoui-s, they pr(‘tend sonu* iriteiitiiift that way; aud a: 
‘’willing to hargnin, your l-Xcei'ieiwj ' ;--rio doubt of it, pn 
vifled only the price vvi*rc next t.o noHbiiig f 

Aud ^50, wliile Uu.j walidiful ediicioas Ilyndford is cloir 
his best at Htreldeu, ptior Jlobimion, blown into triple activit 
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3 tst- 3 xst July 1741] 

corresponds in a boundless zealous inannw from Vicuna ; ami 
at last takes to flying personally between Strehlen and Vienna; 
praying the inexorable young Queen to comply a Hi l ie, ami 
then the inexorable young King to be satisfied with imuginary 
compliance; and has a breathless time of it imiml. His 
Despatches, ])assionately long-w'inded, are exccc<litigty stifl 
reading to the like of us. O rca<lcr, what things have to be 
read and carefully forgotten ; what mould ains of linst and 
ashes are to be dug through, and tumbled down to Oirus, to 
disengage the smallest fraction of truly memorable 1 Well 
if, in ten cubic miles of dust and ashra, you discover tlie 
tongue of a shoe-buckle that has once la-lougcd to a man in 
the least heroic ; and wipe your brow, invoking the ^.u|u•ru!d 
and the infernal gods. My heart’s desire is to compress these 
Strehlen Diplomatic horse-dealinga into the smallest couceiv- 
able bulk. And yet how much that is not metal, that is 
merely cinders, has got through: impoNsiblc to ptv\(‘ut, 
may the infernal gods deal witli it, and khIuco Dryiisdust to 
limits, one day! Here, however, are imporlnul Public News 
transpiring through the old Gtizetteers : 

‘MUndm, July hi ' (or ia effwt a few days later, when the Lettew 
dnM July Ist had gone through their oirouitous forMmlit!»t),i 'Karl 
Albert Kur-Baiern publicly declares himself CaiiriidatB for the Kaiser- 
ship; as, privately, ho had long been rumoured and Iftlioved to lie. 
Kur-Baiern, they say, has of militias and regulars together about ;«1,(K10 
men on foot, all posted in good places along the Austrian Frontier j and 
it is commonly thought, though little credililo at Vienna, tliat ho inteuds 
invading Austria as well as contesting the Kleetion. To which the Vienna 
Hofrath answers in the style of “ Fshaw 1 
' Vermilles, llth July. Extraordinary Council of State { BeiMsle 
being there, home from Frankfurt, to tidie final orders, and net offlelal 
fiat put upon his schemes, "AH the Prltuw of the Bfimd and all the 
Mare'chals of France attend question is. How t!»e War is to he. nay, 
Wliethor War is to be at alI,-~«o e.mUngent !s the Fretieh-lhuBsiim 
Bargain, signed five weeks ago. Old Fleury, to give flrwjdom of rou- 
•ultatiou and vote, quits the room. Some are of opinion, one Priwe 
of the Blood emphatical ly so, That ftuipoatie Hanction idtotiM he 

^ Meluiigp ii* 411, 
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kopt^ afe IfiiKt; "Ifar It ku fiviiblml Hut 

trhiatpiw, Kiit^ UAni^ tl ; llri|i*is|t» guprome 

ill fH*lil autl rnkiaet ; liliall lila+ it kiitil uf IHilator or Vice* 

Majesty, i>y uwn mnnnWuHmt tlio.o iiiiigiiilinuit deviningg of 

lii% giorioiia tt» I'riuii-o aial to ilt«s uinuy oioutlw, tlie 

FroiH'h liovo Inoii with iWlr wlado liii^'ht, Tito Vienna people 

Hear now, That lui Army of U riiiiHiiire<l !« lieetiinlni^/^ or even 

two ArnimAf wiuh i hut will not that ting in certain, or 

that It can lie tserloio^ly mt^nt aicaln?** tlieir liiKli iltnige, preciouH to gods 
and ineiL lltdlokhi having pin*i\'c!rd tlio itntiliplese Army detailn, hihIics 
back to Friiiikfiirt iiiui hl*« IH|il«iiifiifc hiiHiitegHCii (July 25 th): 

Annim to Im cm actual miirch by the ltdh «f Augu«t coming. During 
thii Veriuilllas vbit* ho liad wuch a crimd «f Clilicew ami great people 
paying court to him wim liko tlm liiiigN f#ifvctt limdf.** 

* PmsuUf tiI 4 Jri///. Piwmu is lliii Friiiillcr Acmlrku (hty on the 
Doiifui (tucoiing of th^ litriiiiid Ihiiiaii Valleys); ii placcof considerable 
«tr«uigtli, unci ii key or grimt |it»iitloo hr iiitliiary piirpo-g's. Anstrian, 
or Qua;d ■Au^Jrbvi ; for^ lik® Buliliurg^ It has a ilishop claiming some 
imaginary t.ovcrcd;',uii»' -♦ hut always litihls with Aimirb, #fu!y tUnt^ early 
in tho moniliig, ii llavarliiii Eiciiifmait {*" ^^n^ Ijr.prrinr**) applied at the 
gate of I%i«au for admission ; gate was fip«mcd j-'-aluitg witli the Excise- 
man certain peiwinte** (d I '•■:*«] -.ml lliivarkii aolillew) pUMhed in; held 
the gate choked, till C#eiieml liar! Alhertk tieneral, with 

boraoi fcmti cfiunon, who had been lurking chwii by, likewise pushed 
in; and at unco at‘i#,e<| the lowm Tmin upeedlly Kccured, Alimmi 
informi the Hmhop, who Uvea in lili Sclili>s#i iif Oherliatm (wtrongiHh place 
on a IIIIDtopi other aide ih# Ihiniin), llnil ho llkewke, tinder pain of 
bombimlmiiit, miwt admit garriaom 11i« |Mi«r ili«ltop hesitates; hut, 
finding bomlmrdiiient aoiaalJy ready for hint, yield* In al«mt two hours. 
Earl Albiirt publlshoi hli In forlydive piiges fedio " ® (to the 

©feet, All Auitrk rolfit ; wm fiioil I liked !“); mid foriihes 

himwlf in it«&rioiii t** ihrkik* Aiwirliii In Dounter- 

Manifistoi oaleuklc's prlvandy i| will won wiille liarl A Unless, 
O Hettv©n% Friine© with Fm rio dM iiimii to back hirn r'-'-wid begins 
to hfiva iniHgningH, In «pite of Itealf/ 

Misgiving;, S5 which soon fiitnl citrtaiiitie^* Ilobiiison 

pecorclin cloiilrilcsn m% itirt thotigh not eluting a 

curions pitcf of stege-tfihel in tJhi form of imlity: *On 
bo«ri»g» btyond pof.:d!>IIUy of cloubti that l^nssiii, France 

^ AMmgt ii» 417, 418 ; ate tlio Eammei, p* (ii ymi can for his date, 
which Is given la OM »» If It wtjft l« Niw | » wy tcllpiag aicthod 1 )* 

® Barbier- ii. 305* » Adtliwf » ii 4^* 
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and Bavaria had coiiihiiictl, tlie whoh* Atilia 1 ’ouiicil,’ 
Hofrath in a body, ‘foil back into llicir cliair-. ' (niul na-fa 
phorically into llobhi.son’.s arms) ‘ like dem! men ! ‘ ’ Sat 
staring there; — the wind .struck out of Ihem, but not nil 
the folly by a great deal. Now, however, is Ibtbiiistm’s time 
to ply them. 

Excellency IMmsoti has Autlkncc of' Frutlrhh (t’aiiip t»f 
Strehlcn, 7111 August 17’M) 

By unheard-of entrealic.s ami c<itijiiriili.m.., aided by lltese 
strokes of fate, Ilobinsoii has at length exlort»d from bis 
Queen of Ilungary, ami her wise llofrnth.s, sometbing re- 
sembling a phantasm of compii.unce ; with wldcb be Imrrit# 
to Bre,slau and Ilymlford ; hoping against hope that Fried- 
rich will accept it as a reality, <}ef.s lo Bresbm on the ;iii 
of Augiust; thence to Slrchlen, con.sultiiig mm'ti aiih lluui- 
ford upon this })hantasm of a couiplianej-. llyorlford looks 
but heavily upon it;— from us, in tin's place, far lie it to !ot»k 
at all: — alas, thi.s is the famed Smtt* they 'I'wo had at 
Strehlen with Friedrich, on Monday Atigu^’ 7th ; r.porled 
by the faithful pen of Iloliiie.un, ami vividly r.i oii.'i.- lu! of 
Friedrich, were it hut compressed to the <lue piteh. We will 
give it in the form of Dinlo'-ia-; the thiog of itself falls 
naturally into the Dramatic, when the flabby pniD me mi 
away;-— and was perlmjis worthier of a Sb.-!, j, ttmn ot 
a Itobinson, all facts of it con.sidereil, in a light tbi:y bavo 
since got. ' 

Friedrich’* Tent, Pru»»i«i Camp in the aeijdibourhirwd of the 
httle town of Strehlen : time 1! o’clock a.w. IVmiriiMte* of it. Two 
British suhjecti m the high Dipbmatic line ; poiuieroMii Scotch oi 
Ml edacious gloomy countenance ; florid Yorkiiliim (tontlcman with im- 
porbnt Proposal* in hi* pocket. <;o.tume, friaalml peruke p.mder..4 : 
frills, wnst-fnlls and other; *hoe»bucklrm, flapped waieteuat, conn coat 
of antique cut and much trimming; all ihia ahafl conceived hy th« 

* Raumer, p. 104, 
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reader. 'I'igltt youi'K Uentleman hi milttiry muiorm, blue 

foiil brwflien, limttM ; with alert fljNhliijf eyes, tmi careless ele- 
guilt l«Mriii(.% wilute-* I’Hurtetiualy, rnWHir hi* jdunted Imt. Podewik in 
cmiiHXi drexM. who lina entered esHWlii!)? the other Two, Bita rather to 
reurwitrtl, takintf ref'nno l«wide the wriltiiif I'irnt jiiwKajfes of 

the Uialoftne I omit: mere jdekeeritiir* »tid he«tiit>ce about the Imuh, 
iM'fore we eoitio to eloee ijoartor*. b'or HohiTiion, the tlorid Yorkuliire 
(Jentleiuiui. ie eh«rj{i'd to otter, -wlml thiiihx iho render? twoimllion 
giiilderx, iiboiit -.‘ixi.dii''.'.. H" that will aati^ry this youiif? military King 
with tlie alert ejw! 

Ktihinmn. * * * Two huiidreiHhousoiiid [..>iind : st,-rhn;:. if your Majesty 
will Im iiUwed to retire oat of .Hiloaia. ;.!m 1 tlii . eoleriirwo !’ 

King. ‘Hetire out of Hileaia? And for money? Do you take me 
for a itegtcar ! Ketire out of .Hitesia, wltirh ha» roil me so mueh treasure 
and blood hi the eomnieBt of It? No, Momdeur, iio; that is not to 
be thought ofl If you have tw Iwttor to make, it is not 

wortli while talking.' “ Thetw word* « -ue ...■.■..tos.atdi-il with threatening 
KtwlnreH and mark* of great anger ; ’* eoimideraldy sli^rgering to tlio 
Two Diidomatio British gwiUemen, and of evil omen to Rohiiwoii’s 
phantasm of a e.im]di,(nee. Hobhiaon BjmlogelirBlly hums and liahs, 
jsoimdera through the bad hit of road m ho rail ; flounderingly imlieato 
that lie ha* more to olfer. 

Kino. ‘ Ut H« mo then (en.von*), what k there more ?' 

RohinMn (with pr.dimin.iry flourishing* and floomlerings, yet confi- 
dently, as now tiiiding hi . best .-..id). * * * Permitted to oifer your 
Majesty tlie whole of Austrian UuelderlMid ; lie* contigiimi* to your 
Majost/s Possessions in tho Rhino Toimtry; important eomidetiou of 
tliwJ I am |iermi!ted to say, tb# whole of Austrian (!netderlawl 1’— 
Important indeed ; a dirty atrlpo of moorland (if you look in Hiisching), 
about enuiviilent to half a do*en parUhe* in t'oiinemarn. 

King. “ 'Vlmt do you mean?* (turning to PodewlN) i^MVrf-er qm 
noui mangm de mto la GuMra (How much of Ouoliiarkud k tiieirs, and 
notour* already)?' 

PoHmilt. ' Almoat nothing (/hiB«?»i« rtes). 

King (to Rohinson), * Void enmm d# gmmfdm (more rags and rubiush 
yet)! sueh a paltry neraphif (Mref«*) m that, for all my just 

claim* in Kilosia? Monidour— **!»• Majwty’ti Imlignation in- 

creased here, all the more a* I kept a profound alknoe during hi* hot 
oapresHions, and did not Bpeuk ut all eaeept to h^ hi* Majesty • reflection 
umm what I had wid/”' neileeli<.n?**»k*the King, with eye* d.-mgerou* 
to behold;—'* My Itord," uontlimM Rohlaaoa, heavily narrative, “hi* 
contempt of what I bad said wa* so freat," klck^ hl» boot threngh 
fJueldorland and the guelder* as the moat i-onlomptiblo objeete, and 
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was expressed in such violent terms, that now, if ever (as your Lordship 
perceives), it was time to make the last effort ; '' play our trump-card 
down at once ; a moment longer was not to be lost, to hinder the King 
from dismissing us ; ** which sad destiny is still too probable, after the 
trump-card. Trump-card is this : 

Robinson, * ^The whole Duchy of Limburg, your Majesty ! It is 
a Duchy which — extolled the Duchy to the utmost, described it in 
the most favourable terms ; and added, that ^ the Elector Palatine ” (old 
Kur-Pfalz, on one occasion) ^ had been willing to give the whole Duchy 
of Berg for it.*” 

Podewils. ^ Pardon, Monsieur : that is not so ; the contrary of so ; 
Kur-Pfalz was not ready to give Berg for it!* — (We are not deep in 
German History, we British Diplomatic gentlemen, who are squandering, 
now and of old, so much money on it I The Aulic Council falls into 
our arms like dead men ** ; but it is certain the Elector Palatine was not 
ready to give Berg in that kind of exchange.) 

King. ^ It is inconceivable to me how Austria should dare to think of 
such a thing. Limburg? Are there not solemn Engagements upon 
Austria, sanctioned and again sanctioned by all the world, which render 
every inch of ground in the Netherlands inalienable?* 

Robinson, ^Engagements good as against the French, your Majesty. 
Otherwise the Barrier Treaty, confirmed at Utrecht, was for our behoof 
and Holland*s.* 

King, ^That is your present interpretation. But the French pretend 
it was an arrangement more in their favour than against them.' 

Robinson, ^Your Majesty, by a little Engineer Art, could render 
Limburg impregnable to the French or others.* 

King. ^ Have not the least desire to aggrandise myself in those parts, 
or spend money fortifying there. Useless to me. Am not I fortifying 
Brieg and Glogau ? These are enough, for one who intends to live well 
with his neighbours. Neither the Dutch nor the French have offended 
me ; nor will I them by acquisitions in the Netherlands. Besides, who 
would guarantee them ? * 

Robinson, ‘ The Proposal is to give guarantees at once/ 

King, ‘ Guarantees I Who minds or keeps guarantees in this age ? 
Has not France guaranteed the Pragmatic Sanction; has not England? 
Why don't you all fly to the Queen's succour ? * — Eobinson> inclined to 
pout, if he durst, intimates that perhaps there will be succourers one 
day yet. 

King, * And pray. Monsieur, who are they ? * 

Robinson, ‘^Hm, hm, your Majesty , . . , Bussia, for example, which 
Power with reference to Turkey^ 

King. ^Good, Sir, good (hmu. Monsieur^ beau), the Eussians ! It is 
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not i>r«i>or to explain nij’xolf; lint I Itavo mi'iiHn for tlio uLsiunB 
Swoilinli Wiw jiwt s’tmiiiiK Itii'xi/i. to lo'.'ji itn lunnl in u.so; ko dili- 

gent hiive the Frent‘1* iu tliwi i|uni'ltT !|i 

IMfifiAwt (with liome n.^ ii llsiliiftirK! niuHsia is 

not the only Fowm* thiit Jnis t»uKRire»itent4 willi /tuHtriii, imd that must 
keep them too 1 lhiii» however lo ii Itreiivli 

iiirn; (‘Maying I lif^ linger <m Iiih noi^e/* imirk him r'-alom!^ and with 
iwch eyes), MNo tkreiili*,, Itleaso! N'o threats^.' (‘'Mn a loud 

voice/* linger to nm^h ninl with taneb eye^ looliitig in n|Hiri me)* 

IIi/m(/brfi (lumvily roming to the remme). M'lm i4iire big Excellency is 
far from sueh meiiiting* HiriL Hi?* Kxretlenry will mlvimeo nothing bo 
very contrary to Fmliniik too put In nomething 

proper** in th# apixm-in-^ way. 

JMdnmm* MSirts I am not talking 4if wluit thi^ Ihm-er or that means 
to do; blit of wiiiit will romo of lt«eif. Ttt priipIji^My k not to 
threaten, 3iro 1 It k my sseal for tim Ibiblte Ibiil brought mo hither; 

^Tlia Piiblto will tm miirli olillgetl to yiin, I^liiiwleur 1 But 
hoar mo. With l«i lliiwia* ycni know how maiterii stand* 

From the King of l%kncl I have nolliifig l« feiin An for the King 
of Enghnul,— ho k i«y roktbir (dmv IJimIe, In llio Ikwnhroker sense), 
^ ho in my all . if bo don’t attack »iio, I won’t lam. And if ha do, 
the Prineo of Anluili* (tlld IhH^anur not of Clditin yotidor) * will take 
oaro of him.* 

MiMnmm. *^Tho oonmain newanowk* (riinioitr In Ibplomatio eircles^ 
rather below the truth thig time), * your ,^li*jofily» lifter tha Pith of 
Anguift, wdll join tlio Froneh/ (King lookit fixedly al him in silence.) 
*Siro, I venttiro to liopo not I Atmirhi pridofi ymir IVIendsdap ; but if 
your Majesty tikdaiit Aitelrlifi advanros, wliiit m it Iti do? Aiwfxia must 
throw itBolf tiitiroly Into tlm hiindi of* e, ..a*! tntletivour to outbid 
your MajtilyF (King uulh-* wlliwt) 

King was qult« »ll«itit u|ioii tlik litad/* wiyi Itohiiiionj, reporting ; 
wloneo, guMiOi lloliliiioi*, fouiicied mn'-t pro?^i?dy laHoi lik^Mmnwiouiiiesi 
of guIlt*^-«“Whit I, fliirld yorkulilr© * ioiaiemnn, 'ao'/l, ti being against 
th© Cause of liberty and tii ! ** From ilm© to li« throw out remarki 
cm the advanUg'cour-XM-; . of hit iliuaticm ; ***»- 

King, * * ^ At tho h«ad of iuoli an Ariiiy» W'iileli the Enemy 
hai already made c*\|>Krimieu of| and wliiclt Is rmif for the Enemy 
again, If ho have apjMi.!f»^ I With tht ibiiutry wlilcli lilmio I am concerned 
with, oompiored ami mmimd hahliid wi«; « Country that aloii© lleiccm* 
venient to tm | which li all I want, wliloh I iiow lia?« ; which I will and 
must keep I Shall I hmighi out of lliis coiiiitry f Htvtr I I will 
sooner periiih la it, with all lay troops. Wte wlial &c# thiill I moot m? 
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An(H‘si:t»rS| if I iihaiulon my w-IiIpIi Uhh’ lutv** tir'iiril |»* hh^ ? 

My first {*nlpr|>ris<* ; and tn Ui* i^ivni »i|» ‘ Unit !fjt» 

like snrt ; wliiidi Fripdripii, in wriHufC *d' il iMtijt nlrpr, '.nu;'. rA?|irr 
ashaimnl of; and would fain fousidor to. iioou iompI fip. |irMVM|*fo| 
bytliomd fusHau of *Sir I'hoiuns HoIoomhi, ** n|i«» no^HliAlfd ni n ttitrd? 
h 4 di-dronin;’i‘ wityi uh if lie wvro in rarlijooonl,'' furdioii 

(a Friednoli not taktui with that stylo of ohMjoom'o* iiimI hit|«iog fio 
rather <juim*d it lliau \uw serlouH with itd th«oi^.;it llMhiio.iiii 104I 
Ilyndford foiiud in him no want of vidunnont '^^indooMfOHH, hnf lallior llio 
reverse I)—! la eomdudes: * Hava I tiaed of Pouiu*? hr! flor.o iHo* nonl 
it; give me what I want; or lot them fight mo again, and l»o hoatm agmin 
Have not they given whole Kliigdonm to hpain f* (Na|do>i., <in»< nwni}|n 
to the Termagant ; m hrokon giaKH» In Hont l*oli>.h - hh'iiion fioak !| 
'SA.nd to me iliey aaiinot sfuim 11 feiv trilling Ih !oei|*ahltete? If iho 
Queen does not now grant ine all I rei|ulro» I ahall in four dornaiMl 

Four IVineipalities morel* (Kay, i now do it, hoing In wliylllim InnoJ 

now demand the whole of Lower Hilo^da, llriv^fan imdmletl ; 'anti wllti 

that Answer you oini return tit Vienna./ 

Eobinmn, * With that AiwW'er: is jonr ,MaJe.Hy nm'Hfnnf* 

Ki){g, * With that./ A mo-a. vehement young Knig; no nogMiiA'inig 
with him^ Sir 'rinmnw ! It h liko negotiating for tho Vh ; llm 

longer you Imrgain, tim higher ho will rino. In fmir work/ thim ho will 
demand Four Friiteipalitios more ; imy.idroatly detmimK lhom,tlio wFoli* 
of Lower SiloHla and IlroHlain A proeiims iiegotiatmn I Imm made of ii I 
Sir Thoma% w^lde'-'eyed, unUn a weeond time : 

MoMnmn» * Is tliiil yrmr l^fajesty^a doliherato Amoior?* 

Ain/g ‘lien, I say 1 *lhat Is my Answer; timl I will never giv# 
another/ 

li^HiiJhrd and Eobimim (luiieli Hurried, to Foil'eWilft)* * Vmir Ivvrel- 
lemj, ideana LM*om|trehend, the Fro|awt!a tVimi \"ienna were ' * 

Kitiff, ^ Mes/tetiru, AfesHleura, it k of no m^e men t** Unnh id' u/ *'Antl 
taking off ills Jiat/' slightly mlHing loj^haf, ih »alu!afimi and 
retired preeipii lately hehiinl thoiHirtiiiti of the interior e.iii'ner i#f‘ the lent,** 
Bay« tins raimiier : iUii King 1 

IMdimii (ioifilly flurrie'd, to PmUmiU). ^ Vmir l-Avelleimy, »iii 

abandon Frnwiii, will puerhiei t« wIMniiirefit/ 

Podiimik, Nof no I Fnitieci wdll not docelvo tii; wo hav© ii«| 

Fraiicf/ (Seemickiw* mirinin 


* CEmm A ErM/nr, H $4, 

• State-Faper Office (Robiimn to n.ia gtj, Au«eM iJei), 
Rmmer. pp, io6.na Compwe (KmuUt MMk, U. «»4 VeuL I, 
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The unsuccessfulest negotiation well imaginable by a public 
man. Strehlen, Monday 7th August 1741 : — Friedrich has 
vanished into the interior of his tent ; and the two Diplo- 
matic gentlemen, the wind struck out of them in this manner, 
remain gazing at one another. Here truly is a young Royal 
gentleman that knows his own mind, while so many do not. 
Unspeakable imbroglio of negotiations, mostly insane, welters 
over all the Earth ; the Belleisles, the Aulic Councils, the 
British Georges, heaping coil upon coil ; and here, notably, 
in that now so extremely sordid murk of wiggeries, inane 
diplomacies and solemn deliriums, dark now and obsolete to 
all creatures, steps forth one little Human Figure, with some- 
thing of sanity in it ; like a star, like a gleam of steel, — 
shearing asunder *your big balloons, and letting-out their 
diplomatic hydrogen ; — salutes with his hat, ‘ Gentlemen, 
Gentlemen, it is of no use ! ’ and vanishes into the interior 
of his tent. It is to Excellency Robinson, among all the 
sons of Adam then extant, that we owe this interesting Pas- 
sage of History, — ^authentic glimpse, face to face, of the 
young Friedrich in those extraordinary circumstances : every 
feature substantially as above, and recognisable for true. 
Many Despatches his Excellency wrote in this world, — sixty 
or eighty volumes of them still left, — but among them is this 
One ; the angriest of mankind cannot say that his Excellency 
lived and embassied quite in vain ! 

The Two Britannic Gentlemen, both on that distressing 
Monday and the day following, had the honour to dine with the 
King; who seemed in exuberant spirits ; cutting and banter- 
ing to right and left; upon the Court of Vienna, among 
other topics, in a way which I Robinson ‘ will not repeat to 
your Lordship.’ Bade me, for example, ^ As you pass through 
Neisse, make my compliments to Marshal Neipperg ; and you 
can say, Excellency Robinson, that I hope to have the 
pleasure of calling, one of these days ! ’ — Podewils, who was 
civil, pressed us much to stay over Wednesday the 9th. ^ On 
Thursday is to be a &rand Review, one of the finest military 
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sights ; to which the Excellencies from Breslau, one and all, 
are coming out.’ But we, having our Despatches and Ex- 
presses on hand, pleaded business, and declined, in spite of 
Podewils’s urgencies. And set oflp for Breslau, Wednesday 
morning, — meeting various Excellencies, by degrees all the 
Excellencies, on the road for that Review we have heard of. 

Readers must accept this Robinsoniad as the last of Fried- 
rich’s Diplomatic performances at Strehlen, which in effect it 
nearly was ; and from these instances imagine his way in such 
things. Various Letters there are, to Jordan principally, 
some to Algarotti ; both of whom he still keeps at Breslau, 
and sends for, if there is like to be an hour of leisure. The 
Letters indicate cheerfulness of humour, even levity, in the 
Writer ; which is worth noting in this wild clash of things 
now tumbling round him, and looking to him as its centre : 
but they otherwise, though heartily and frankly wi’itten, are, 
to Jordan and us, as if written from the teeth outward; and 
throw no light whatever either on things befalling, or on 
Friedrich’s humour under them. Reading diligently, we do 
notice one thing. That the talk about ‘fame {glmrej has 
died out. Not the least mention now of gloire ; — ^perception 
now, most probably, that there are other things than ‘ gloire' 
to be had by taking arms ; and that War is a terribly grave 
thing, lightly as one may go into it at first ! This small 
inference we do negatively draw, from the Friedrich Corre- 
spondence of those months : and except this, and the levity of 
humour noticeable, we practically get no light whatever from 
it ; the practical soul and soul’s business of Friedrich being 
entirely kept veiled there, as usual. 

And veiled, too, in such a way that you do not notice any 
young King being, as we often intimate, a master 
in this art. Which useful circumstance has done him much 
ill with readers and mankind. For if you intend to interest 
readers, that is to say, idle neighbours, and fellow-creatures 
in need of gossip, — there is nothing like unveiling yourself: 
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witness* .siM!! ,i!u-inn's Hoiisswni, ntul many otht*r poor waste 
«-rr;ihn-i-;;, f|oing oirin sflf for aimisemcnt of the 

parisli, ill Ihal mnmuT. liul nmy not a nmn have sometliiniT 
oUu'f on hniui w'ilh his Existonce than tluit of ‘sctlinf» fire to 
it’ (linc)i the proeess terribly w)* * to show the people a fine 
play of colours, and get himself apjihuuled, and pathetically 
hliililiered over ?’ Alas, my friends ! — 

It is cerlain there was seldom such a life element as this 
of Friedrich's in Summer IT'tl. Here is the enormous 
jundiling of a Work! broken loose; boiling as in very chaos; 
asking of him, him more than any other, ‘ lluw ? WhatP’ 
F.iunigh to jml fflohr out of his head ; and awaken thoughts, 
“—terrors, if you were of apitrchcn -h*' turn! Surely no 
young man of twfuly tune more newled all the human 
ipmlilifs than FritKlrieh now. The Ilirea! t ilings, the seduc- 
tions, big IkdleiHio Imllueinnlioir-', the perils to you infinite, 
if you tn'm the roail. Friedrich did not miss it, ns is well 
known ; he mati.!;;i-il to pick it out from that enormous 
jnmhle of the elements, and victoriously arrived hy it, lie 
alone of them nit. Which is evidence of silent or latent 
faculty in him, still more woiulcrful than tlie loud resound- 
ing ones of which the world lias heani. Frohably there was 
not, in Ids history, any chapter more significant of human 
faculty than this, which is not on record at all. 


CHAPTER in 

<}R.\ND RKVIEW AT Sl't!!;ttl,r.N^ J N'F.U’I'r.RO TAKES 
AIM AT UliKSI.A!', ROT AN'oi'HF.U HITS IT 

A BAY or two liefore that famous Audience of Ilyndford 
and HohiniionX Xeipperg had quittcil his impirgnahlc Camp 
at Neisse, mid taken the field again j in the hope of iierhaps 
helping Rohinson'* Negotiation by an inverse method. Should 
Robinson’s offers not prove attractive enough, as is to be 
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feared, a push from behind may have good effects. Neipperg 
intends to have a stroke on Breslau ; to twitch Breslau out of 
Friedrich’s hands, by a private manoeuvi’e on new resources 
that have offered themselves.^ 

In Breslau, which is by great majority Protestant in creed 
and warmly Prussian in temper, there has been no oppression 
or unfair usage heard of to any class of persons ; and certainly 
in the matter of Protestant and Catholic, there has been per- 
fect equality observed. True, the change from favour and 
ascendency to mere equality, is not in itself welcome to 
human creatures : — one conceives, for various reasons of lower 
and higher nature, a minority of discontented individuals in 
Breslau, zealous for their creed and old perquisites sacred and 
profane ; who long in secret, sometimes vocally to one an- 
other, for the good old times, — when souls were not liable to 
perish wholesale, and people guilty only of loyalty and ortho- 
doxy to be turned out of their offices on suspicion. Friedrich 
says, it was mainly certain zealous Old Ladies of Quality who 
went into this adventure ; and from whispering to one another, 
got into speaking, into meeting in one another’s houses for 
the purpose of concerting and contriving.^ Zealous Old 
Ladies of Quality, — these we consider were the Talking- 
Secret-Parliament of the thing : but it is certain 
one or two Official Gentlemen (Syndic Gutzmar for instance, 
and others not yet become Ex-Official) had active hand in it, 
and furnished the practical ideas. 

Continual Connspondence there was with Vienna, by those 
Old Ladies ; Gutzmar and the others shy of putting pen to 
paper, and only doing it where indispensable. Zealous Ad- 
dresses go to her Hungarian Majesty, ‘ Oh, may the Blessed 
Virgin assist your Majesty!’ — accompanied, it is said, with 
Subscriptions of money (poor old souls) ; and what is much 
more dangerous and feasible, there goes prompt notice to 
Neipperg of everything the Prussian Army undertakes, and 
the Postscript always, ‘ Come and deliver us, your Excellency.’ 

^ ffeldm-Cmhichte, i 982, and ii. 227. 2 (Euvres, ii. 82, 83. 
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Of thm* InltiT I hnvc hcnnl of some with Syndic 

am! utlmr OlUcIal hamis to Uu'ii). Geuerully such 
tliitigi. Clou t!inni}*l> m'cidriita! I’nndour chaiuuds, wore there 
nil uUht, cH-iily Ni'i|HH‘rfj; ; though they do not always. 

Hinnigh, could Ni appear at the (lales of Breslau, in 

Koinc couc«TU<d night hour, j>r push-out suilnhk Detachment 
oil ftared unu'ch t!ad way, -it is evident to him he would be 
let in ; might Hmothcr the few i’nis.siiuis that arc in the Dorn 
Island, and get possession of the Hia'iiiy’.s principid hlagazine 
and the Mctnij'ini; of the Bnoinee. Might not the Enemy 
grow nuHti iruelidile to Uohinson's Keduclions in such case ? 

Xiippi-r;': itmrchcH frtan Nei.s.se (lat-dlh Augmst) with his 
whole Army ; first stmie lliirty milen westward up the right or 
MHilherii hank of the Neissc; then crosses the Neisse, and 
circle.-* renmd to northwanl, giving Friedrich wide room that 
night of Rtilnnson’s Aijdiencc, when Friwlrich was so merry 
at tlinncr, N'cepp'-rg was engjagit! in crossing the River; the 
M-nnul night after, Neipperg lay encamped and entrenched 
at Raumgarlen (old scene of Friedt-ieh's I’andour Adventure), 
while Uyndford and Rohins«m had got hack to Breslau. In 
amdher day or so, he may Impe to he within forced-march of 
Hrrslnu, to tletach Fi-ldmarsclinil Browne or some sharp head; 


and to »!o a highly consitlerahle thing ? 

Unluckily for 'N. ipperg’a Adventure, the Prussians had 
winti of it, some time ago. 'I’liey have got *a false Sister 
wimgglcil into that ()ld4jM!H!.s’ Uomiuitlee,’ who has duly 
ffporled }>r«gre«s; nay, they have inlerci-pied something in 
Syndic Cliitrnmr'a own hand ; and everything is known to 
hVietlrich. ’I’he Protestant population, and generally the 
pmctii-nl cjuiet part of the Bred.-mers, are harassed with 
M(-piciou of some such thing, hut can gain no certainty, nor 
unclerstaml what to do. Proti-stants espca-ially, who have 


luMiti ill * whil wt*rc BCiil i!r<>[. clown oii Ihs streets 

to pray, while llie inufllwi thunder came from Mollwitz that 
Buy,’ * fancy how it wouhi now he, were the tables suddenly 

» OrUeh, i. ijo, m. * ”• 
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turned, and indignant Orthodoxy made supi^eme again, with 
memory fresh ! But, in fact, there is no danger whatever to 
them. Schwerin has orders about Breslau ; Schwerin and the 
Young Dessauer are maturely considering how to manage. 

Readers recollect how Podewils pressed the two Britannic 
Excellencies to stay in Strehlen a day or two longer : ^ Grand 
review, with festivities, just on hand ; whole of the Foreign 
Ministers in Breslau invited out to see it,’ — though Hyndford 
and Robinson would not consent ; but left on the 9th, meet- 
ing the others at different points of the road. Next day, 
Thursday 10th August, was in fact a great day at Strehlen ; 
grand muster, manoeuvring of cavalry above all, whom Fried- 
rich is delighted to find so perfect in their new methods; 
riding as if they were centaurs, horse and man one entity ; 
capable of plunging home, at full gallop, in coherent masses 
upon an enemy, and doing some good with him. ‘ Neipperg’s 
Croat-people, and out-pickets on the distant Hill-sides, 
witnessed these manoeuvres,’ ^ I know not with what criticism. 
Furthermore, about noon time, there was heard (mark it, 
reader) a distant cannon-shot, one and no more, from the 
Northern side ; which gave his Majesty a lively pleasure, 
though he treated it as nothing. All the Foreign Ministers 
were on the ground; doubtless with praises, so far as re- 
ceivable ; and in the afternoon came festivities not a few. A 
great day in Strehlen : — but in Breslau a much greater ; 
which explained, to our Two Excellencies, why Podewils had 
been so pressing ! 

August 10th, at six in the morning, Schwerin, and under 
him the Young Dessauer, — who had arrived in the South- 
Western suburbs of Breslau overnight, with 8,000 foot and 
horse, and had posted themselves in a vigilant Anti-Neipperg 
manner there, and laid all their plans, — appear at the Nicolai 
Gate ; and demand, in the common way, transit for their 
regiments and baggages: ‘bound Northward,’ as appears; 

^ Kanke, ii. 2S8. 


von. IV. 


a 
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^ to Leubus,’ where something of Pandour sort has fallen out. 
So many troops or companies at a time, that is the rule ; one 
quotity of companies you admit ; then close and bolt, till it 
have inarched across and out at the opposite Gate ; after 
which, open again for a second lot. But in this case, — 
owing to accident (very unusual) of a baggage-wagon break- 
ing down, and people hurrying to help it forward, — the whole 
regiment gets in, escorted as usual by the Townguard. Whole 
regiment ; and marches, not straight through ; but at a 
certain comer, strikes off leftward to the Marketplace ; where, 
singular to say, it seems inclined to pause and rearrange itself 
a little. Nay, more singular still, other regiments (owing to 
like accidents), from other Gates, join it; — and — in fact — 
^ Herr Major of the Townguard, in the King’s name, you are 
required to ground arms ! ’ What can the Town Major do ; 
Prussian grenadiers, cannoneers, gravely environing him ? He 
sticks his sword into the scabbard, an Ex-Town Major; and 
Breslau City is become Friedrich’s, softly like a movement 
during drill.^ 

Not the least mistake occurred. Cannon with case-shot 
planted themselves in all the thoroughfares. Horse-patrols 
went circulating everywhere; Town-arsenal, gates, walls, are 
laid hold of ; Townguards all disarmed, rather ^ with laughter 
on their part ’ than otherwise : ^ Majesty perhaps will give 
us muskets of his own ; — well ! ’ The operation altogether 
did not last above an hour-and-half, and nobody’s skin got 
scratched. Towards 9 a.m. Schwerin summoned the Town 
Dignitaries to their Rathhaus to swear fealty ; who at once 
complied ; and on his stepping out with proposal, to the 
general population, of ‘ a cheer for King Friedrich, Duke of 
Lower Silesia,’ the poor people rent the skies with their 
^ Friedrich and Silesia for ever 1 ’ which they repeated, I 
think, seven times. Upon which Schwerin fired off his signal- 
cannon, pointing to the South ; where other posts and cannons 
took up the sound, and pushed it forward, till, as we noticed, 

1 Heldm-Geschichte, i. 982, ii. 227-268 ; Adelung, ii. 439; Stenzel, iv. 152. 
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it got to Friediich in lew nuiuile.s^ ou the review •»;roititd ni 
Strehlen ; right welcome to him^anioiig ilje iuijefreu in;- . Uieiv. 
Protestant Breslau or cordwaiaer Dublin cannoi hiusenl mhU. 
a result; still less dare the devout Dli! LadiVs mI’ 
openly lanient, who are trembling in the hear!, poitr old 
creatures; though no evil came id* it them; juadlfut* let* 
off for the fright; checking twen their iepindim. biiitrl'uilli. 
Syndic Gutzmar and the peccant Ollicials briii;*; .Mimniimni 
out to Strehlen, it liad been asked of them, 'Ih* uni know 
this Letter Upon which they fell on their knie-H* * Jih 
Ikro MajestlitP unable to deny llu‘ir Imiiiiwritiug ; 
anxious to avoid death ou tlie scaflblck an hViialrlcb wtid ivmi 
usual under such behaviour; ami were stmt Inmi*’, idler 11 few 
hours of aiTcstd Schwerin (as King's snhsliiule fill t!ie King 
himself one day arrive) conlinuecl to take tin* ! h nnd 
to make the many new arran/.;vmi'nf • needl’uL All widih 
went off in a soft and pleasantly Imnnoniims nmnut r; mii^ 
the Jesuits scrm)ling a little to swi‘ar an vi*! ; iind grltiiig 
gently sent their ways, willi riWiames Hinpi in cmiHi.jiiriire. 
Otherwise the swearing, whicli lashnl for days 

to appearance a joyful process, and on the jmrl of the gi nriii} 
population an enthusiastic one, ^iCv ktk^ #ViVilnV/i U 

lising to the welkin with insultabh^ eniph i i , seven 
over, on the least signal given. Neippri'^fs Atheidun*, ninl 
Oithodox female Parliament, have issued in this wallv 
verse manner. 


Eobinson and Ilyndfonl havit to witness Ihvsv phtmmmm ; 
Robinson to shoot off for Preshurg- ngaiia with l!t« wvirftt 
news in the world. Qucfcn and IIofraUrH hmu hmi wmimM 
in agony of suspense, ‘Will Friedrich bargaht tin IIiimi! gnilir 
terns, and help us with 100,000 men r hlir from il, my 
riends; how far! ‘My most important iiilelligeiirc; wril« 
the Russian Envoy there, some days ago/ ‘ iit, ilmt 11 ltiivarii*ii 


^ Orlich, L 134 * it mB. 

; - 5 th August 1741/ not mid m whwui (la n. J44 
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Wht IiHH hrakeu out', tliui Kur-lkiienj is in Passau, God 
griiiii I bill Hidiiu.suii may succeed in Ins iiegotia- 

t4C)ii ! All here art‘ in Ihe cie-n^sb-lcsi. irre.aiiniion, and total 
inacli^dv, till Mun.sieur Hohluson relum^ or at least send 
imm of Idm.seH? 


(niAPTKIl iV 

FMiEUIUtil TAKK.s THH FIKIJ) AGAIN, INTENT ON 
HAVING XFJSKE 

GiH/dmi AtUtMdnre, which had yielded Friednch. so 
ircen rind an lunjuisiiiou, waa furlhermorc the cause of ending 
tlieii! SIrcldca and of n'conuncncing field opera- 

tloiw* August mill Neipptn’g^ provoked by the grievous 
tmwn jnst ruiiie from Bresliiu, pnaheH sndilcnly forward on 
Sc}iwi*idntt/., by way of conHoIaliun ; Sc’hwtndnitz, not so 
fi4 it might; he made, where the Prussians have a 
Mhu! might at least sem* that ? ’ thinks 
NV;]*jtr!;s in hi.H vc\ihI htimouG But here too Friedrich was 
bcliirehiind with him; broke out, rapidly enough, to Eeichen- 
liiichi wcniward, w'hich ham ihe Ncippi*!’/;’ road to Sohweid- 
liibs : iipiiii w’hiehi'— or evim before whicli (cm rumour of it 
eoiiiitig, wliidt wioi not /jH trmd, N'ciujaag, half-done with 
ills first diiy’^a iiiiireh, cvdled halt ; prmlently turned back, and 
linsteiied, 'll'umigvu'h’n way, lo his strong Camp at Franken- 
stein figaiin His hof'ie in the Schweidnite diiection had 
linted only a few hours ; a hope spriug^lug on the mere spur 
of piqur, :..ann itfcogiusable by him as futile; and now anxieties 
for :*c!r Miv . i-uunm hiu! sticceedai it on Kcippcrg'‘s part. For 
now Fritdrich aciuldiy advances on him, in ii menacing manner, 
hutily hoping Neippcrg will fight ; but determined to have 
done with the Ncissc Im.iduc.ss, in spite of strong camps and 
cunctations, if it be possible*^ 

* Uilkh, i li7, 1^4 
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Itwas August 16th, when Friciirieh Nltrrs'd mif lilt u ; 

August 21st, when he eneiunped at Ihuhruliarh. 'I .11 :^Vjt 
tember 7th, he kept luninruvnug NVipper;.’;, v. k » I'ntnilr'i 
manoeuvred with vigilance, good jiulgNiva!, and vnnld imi| 
come to action: September 7t.h, h'lh'drieli, nc.’U't uf 
.hagglings, dashed olF for Neks<» ilM-If, hitprd ht fir ri'ron,^t 
Neisse River, and he hetwtHai Neisst* iUn! Xtipji-’-, 

before Neipperg could get up. Thtw \uai!d ihiu |i*‘ 1 u 
method of preventing the Si(‘gt'‘ of Svhsv, tv^ivpt hv n RnUr : 
so Friedrich had hoped; fmt NVipp(‘rg again proud n; diuL 
Accordingly, September 11 fh, Frinlrieh % Vniii'ii'Uii Him 
actually across the Nei.sse ; hiul <TtiN,,f(l n! u jiiru-i- 
Woitz, and had there got Two Foiilomi liridgiH rcHity, nh«n 
Friedrich, in the evening, came n|> wilh ihe m-iin’ Armv, 
intending to cross; — and wa.s asiouislmii hi (iml N ■ ... 


taking-up po.sition, iti iniricale groiiml, !>;, na the 

opposite side! Ground so inlneale, hilli, h.i;- ,, lui h, •, ,,f 
wood, and so do, so upon the River, there ans m. n*. .in- jH.«. 
sible ; and Fricdrieii’s 'align, •in! had hi la- ri eitllr-,!. 
days of waiting, of earnest ocular sliul)' ; mt j.,. v vidfile. 
On the third day, I'ncdrich, gni hcriti;; in hiw jionlonici loer 
night, inarchwl oft, down stream, NeisHewanis, lait nu (in* Iri! 
or north bank of tlve River; passed Nei..,.c 'ruwt, Un.r 
between him and it); an<l I'ncanijii-d at Gross 
several miles from Neipperg and the HImt. .... at 

equal step, has been wending towards ids old Gmal.. »!,„!, 
hes behind Nekse, between NVkse nml the Ijdl. . ih.rc a 
river in front, dams and tmuhly inundahum, „|1 ,.aoul !„m 

, 7 “^ 

Will attempt from Gross Nenmlorf, 

Neundorf, Friedrich j.i twelve ih,v« 

2Sth September), studying, emlcHVemring ; mere ii.-’. . • . - 

Hyndford, silently quitting Breslau, hnn got hn.k to 
n^ of war, occasionally visible in Friedrich' . rami, umin i 
on important mysterious business; wl.ieh wall Imvi rt!nlt. 
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Valori also is Iiere in camp ; these two Excellencies jealously 
eyeing one another ; both of them with teeth rather on edge, 
— Europe having suddenly got into such a plunge (as if the 
highest mountains were falling into the deepest seas), since 
Friedrich began this Neipperg problem of his ; — in which, 
after twelve days, he sees mere impossibility ahead. 

On the twelfth day, Friedrich privately collects himself for 
a new method ; marches, soon after midnight,^ fifteen miles 
down the River (which goes northward in this part, as the 
reader may remember); crosses, with all his appurtenances, 
unmolested; and takes camp a few miles inland, or on the 
right bank, and facing towards Neisse again. He intends to 
be in upon Neipperg from the rear quarter ; and cut him off 
from Mahren and his daily convoys of food. ^ Daily food cut 
offy — ^the thickest-skinned rhinoceros, the wildest lion, cannot 
stand that : here, for Neipperg, is one point on which all his 
embankments and mud-dams will not suffice him.?’ thinks 
Friedrich. Certain preliminary operations, and military indis- 
pensabilities, there first are for Friedrich, — Town of Oppeln 
to be got, which commands the Oder, our rearward highway ; 
Castle of Fiiedland, and the country between Oder and Neisse 
Rivers : — ^while these preliminary things are being done (Sep- 
tember 28th — October Sd), Friedrich in person gradually 
pushes forward towards Neipperg, reconnoitring, bickering 
with Croats : October Sd, preliminaries done, Neipperg’s rear 
had better look to itself. 

enough seeing what was meant, has by this 
time come out of his mud-dams and impregnabilities ; and 
advanced a few miles towards Friedrich. Neipperg lies now 
encamped in the Hamlet of Griesau, a little way behind 
Steinau, ^poor Steinau, which the reader saw on fire one 
night, when Friedrich and we were in those parts, in Spring 
last Friedrich’s Camp is about five miies from Neipperg’s 
on the other side of Steinau. A tolerable champaign country; 

I should think, mostly in stubble at this season. Nearly 
^ 26th September, 2 a.m. : Orlich, i. 144. 
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between these two Cnnips is a pretty S<-h!ms caI1.hI 
Klein-Schnellenclorf, oceu{)iecl hy NeipiH'iK's Croats jtJsfc now, 
of which Prince Lobkowitz (he, if 1 rememlier, hut st ninttert 
nothing), an Austrian General of mark, fur away at present. 

is proprietor. . 

Friedrich’s Ol)pcln pre})aralions are about. cotnjM.'.o; ai.a 
he intends to tuh-an«; .straigbtw.ny. ‘Hold, for H'-aY',, •- 
sake, your Majesty!’ exclaims llymllord; g-'ihn;'; hold id 
him one day (waylaynni: him, in (;u't ; lt>r it h djihotjU, 
to Valori); ‘Wait, wait; 1 have just b.-cii to lltc to the 
Camp of Neipperg,’ silently gesticulates Ilyudfonl : ‘Uitlun 
a week all shall he right ; and not a drop id' blood si., d ! ' 
Friedrich answers, by silence chitdly, to the eir.'ct. ‘ 'I'u h. 
tush’; but not quite, negatively, and does in eliect ^vuit, U e 
had better give the Siuiteh of Dinlogue in primitive authentn 
form; date is. Camp of Niaindorf, Septejnber M'dd : 


* Friedrich (paumng'impal.lcuLly, on Uk' way towurdti hi * tesity Mu**'- K 
de quoi s'agit-il d prhent (W’liat is it nc»w, then) > " 

^ HgridJmL Should uiucli dodrn to havn avturanm iVotn vnttr 

Majesty with re|4*anl to that lunitmlity of Uatuiver yon woro T«» 

promise/* All else is com inf? ri‘?ht.; haHUnuaf? townnl’i hcautiiul umle 
meut, were that setUeth 

' Friedrick Have not 1 f?reat to ho dibsati dh tl u ii h yonr t Ven t ' 
Britannic Majenty, iw Kin|? of Knnhuni and m Kh*<*tor r»t Ihuotwn', i/i 
'wonderful! Milord, when y<m say a thim? is wlutp, hrlt, fhe 

Hanoverian Excellency, calls it black* and r/cc vrru. iiut I ivsH d>t 
King no harm; none^ I say! Etdhnv me tc» dinner; dann^n- I'^ld hy 
this time ; and we have made mere ihun <»ne pcci.en think of m. f « ' 
(and exUy ^ 


This is a strange motion on the part of lly^nlfHni; hvjt. 
Friedrich, severely silent to it, imderatiimti it very well , m 
readers soon will, wlum lluw Itear fartlu^r. Hut urnfAriinn'^ 
things have happened on tin- stuhlfti! In tltr-.e thcrr 
since the Camp of Stndileii hrt>Le up, there ha\e lo ru h 
Events; stralogic, diplomatic ; a very uxulmahe tif non, 
hurling Austria down to the Nadir; <*f which it U imw lit 

^ Hyudford’q Hespan h, NVk r, *}?h^a n.hf*f 
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that the rouler hnve «o»ne foint couet‘{)tion, an adetjuate not 
being poanihlf' for hiiii or me : 

I*V/i| I 74 L liti!nn!4t«i n»ap|»wir« in Prmlnirg; and precious 
iurtd’f are the iiewii he hriiii.^'i tt> iin Aulic Chnincjl fallen batdc in its 
clifiiw, anil wtarinif with the wind i^truek nnt of it 'rheir expected 
Sei’/iire of llre^hin irnna hwda over head, In that way; Friedrich im- 
|>eriiHi«ly re'iDhtiti ^leanuni^ iikn the Ihwh of «teel amid these murky 
iiiiheei lilies, mid witlunii the t of iSileaia no Peaea to^ be made with 

him I And all thk In t%n nothiniJ!:, in new^i wddeh arrives just on the back 
of llohinHon, frmn iinnth«*r .qnartar. 

* AMjmt French Army of men, special Army of 

nodalrniwly €t|nipt and tRuaplDiDtl, visildy eroHaas the Rhine 
it i’ori i,#mni (an bhmd Fortrosa in the Rhine, thirty miles below 

; Mhmr^^ of ii are from the old SchloiH of Ilagcnau) ;«-8teps 
over dclibcndely there ; and on the sixth day in all on Cierman ground. 
1he«i troofw, to be eommiimletl by Ilellelsle, so noon as he can join 
them, mm to lie the Elector of llavariii'K troops, K«r4laiarn (xoneral- 
kiinio over llelleisli tml them * * mul limy are on riipid march to join 
llmt ambiliimi KnrfdrsI, in Idi l*mmn Expedition ; and probably sub- 
merge Vienna Itself. 

^ And what i« thli* wo hear farther, O Robinson, O Excellencies Hynd- 
for«l, Hrltweirhidt and C'hni|wny5 That iiiiother French Army, of the 
aaine -irength, under Alinllehoii, him In the itlfsamo days gone across 
tbii Lowiw Rhino (at Kaberawdrth, an honFs ride below Dusseldorf) ! 
At Kiiiser^w'Mrth ; o4en«4ildy for fomforiiitg and strengthening Kur-Koln 
(Ih# lanky Eerlewiitstiral tSenlleman, Kiir- Baierifs Brother), their excel- 
kiil idly, ihonld iriybiKly meddle with him, Osfmisibly for tliis; hut in 
tmllty to keep the mill e-.pDel.dly Cleorga of England quiet. 

It marcliPi lowartlfi O^niibrlielc, tlila Mailleboia Army ; quarters itself up 
tfid dowti, IiMikiiif mm into llanoviir,*«-aliio to eat Hanover, especially 
If joliioil by tlii Prtwiaiii and Clld l^opold, at any moment 

* 11n»o thirip liftp|ioii in tblfi month of AugUKt, idose upon the rear of 
thiit .'dDt'l 'hiny mmw In the it Htrehlen, winsre Friedrich lifted his 
hat, wyliig, **Tii of no mi#* Miwleiiri **'««-wh!eh was followed by the 
iiteiira of Ilroiliiii ilio wrong way. Never came iueh a cateract of evil 
iiiiwi on an Antic Foiiindl bofam. lit® poor proud pisople, all these 
TOcitiihi timy liiivi been altllng torpid, helplei#, loftily itupid, like dumb 
iiloli; did <!«-pair/* m Eohliiwni «yi one#, **onIy without the 
iirtrigtii to do j>**r;ifc/' 

* Sitfff trioisgli tli« ioa^Powen «r# elieclctntttil now. I##t them make 
thii Imit attempt In ftvowr of tha Qmm, if they dart. Holland can be 


* Aarto d$ Ms XE, IL ad#. 
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overrun, from OBiiabnlck quarter, afc a <lay'H warning*. Litiin Hoorgn 
has his Hanoverians, his suhsidiserl IIcsHians, Danes, In lliiiinver, 
English on Loxdcn Heath : lot hitn ootuo one Hiiq* <»ver tlu^ niarrltt^H, 
Maillehois sind tho Old Dessauer Hwalhnv him. It is a siu Hn' .hir: strolo 
of theatxdcal-practical Art ; brought nliout, to ohi Fleury’s sorrow, liy 
the genius of Belleisle, and they say of Madame ('hateanroux ; emmgh 
to strike certain Govex'ning PerHons hreatlilesH, for hoiiu^ lime ; mid 
denotes that the Universal Hurricane, or Work! '"roniudo, has broken 
out. It is not recorded of little George that he bdl Imrk in IiIm chair, or 
stared wider than usual with those fish-i'yes .* but he diHcennal well, 
glorious little man, that here is left no shadow of a chance by fighting; 
that he will have to sib stock-still, nnder awful penalties ; and that if 
Maria Theresa will escape destruction, she must make her peace W'iili 
Friedrich at any price.' 


This fine event, 80,000 French actually across the lihirie, 
happened in the very day.s while Fricalrich anti Xcipji.-i-o' IhuI 
got into wrestle .again, — Neippcrg just off tVoin Hint rash 
march for Schwoidnitz, and whirling hack <m rumour (Ifith 
August), while the first instalment oi the French wort* gt'tiiug 
over. Friedrich must admit that the Freneh fuliil their pro. 
mises so far. A week ago or more, liiey umtle tho Hweties 
declare War against Russia, as covemmled War is nctnaily 
declared, at Stockholm, August 4ti», the Faction of Hats 
prevailing over that of Nightcaps, after terrihht delmies ami 
efforts about the mere declaring of it, as if that altau' wt>rc 
the thing needed. We mentioned this t\'ar uhvmlv, and 
would not willingly again. One of the imjst 
Wars ever declared or carried on ; hut useful to Idhsirieh, iw 
keeping Russia off his hands, at a (witicai time, and con. 
clusively forbidding help to Aiislria from llmt (|twrlfr. 

Marechal de Belleisle, wrapt in Diplonintic and Klee- 
tioneering busine,ss, cannot pta-sonnlly hike command for the 
present; but has excellent lienicimnts, • ■ one of wlami is 
Comte de Saxe, Moritz our okl fritmd, afterwards MartVlnd 
de Saxe Among the finest Freneh Annies, lliis of Hdlride's 

TO 

Mar^chals, we have. Army full of spirit ami splendour; 
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t'«me t0 cut f.i'nitmiv m I-<nii’, niui juit Fmiu-u at last in it* 
pliMt* in thf 1 'luvri -,,-. II. re is courage, liore is patriotism, of 
rt Hint. .-\tui if this i-, Hn! (he j.utxi sort, the divinely pious, 
the htimudv nnhle, la .hininihie Sucietv feels it to bo so, 
«n»i inn hit in. n.-ti.T, New fnsiuuned ‘ Army of the Ori- 
thuiime,’ one mi.'ht enll this of HeUeisle's; kind of Sham- 
Ssrn-d IV.-n.-li Aren (.|nile in ns it thinks); — led on, 

not In M. D. iiis and liie 1 ira;ln, Imt hy Hnn^rnl Bclleisle and 
the I'linte.itMuus, nude)' ihi-.e snd new onulilions ! Which 
did not pMisjHT Its , \ pet ted. 

'Dt lh»* Ihdv fienmm Heieh take no ofFeneo,’ said this 
Atnt\, eajt.r to finieiUate ; ‘ we eomi' ns friends merely; our 
nitiutiixis (leiidnhle, nml Hint tmly. Hnvnrinii Treaty of 
N a , \ ' flhih -May hetl ) innds m (> [veinlly, this time; 

‘rmily nf Weslphidin himls us sncrtslly iit nil times, I’eace- 
«hlr to you, nny, hrolherly, if only you will be. peaceable!’ 
Width tin* j«w*r Heieh, nil hut. Austria ami the Sea-Powers, 
strtOe what it etiillii to heliete, 

I til 1. 101011;; the {lennnn shore out of K!.sas.s, ‘every Officer 
put tie- lia^iiuan ('iihinrs. enekniie of him- mul- white, on his 
imt'.* » mere ‘Havaijan Army,' don't you see? And the 
ya.iUHt wend stenddy forwanl thrtnigh Schwidicn eastward, 
till they emi join Kail .Mherl Kur D ii.-rii. who is General- 
issinnj, or Imu* the mime of sueh. Tht'y march in Seven 
Diej«ti»jis. Ifemiuttiirth (»t Town we used to know, in Marl- 
! ■!.'» fituc mil! fiirlier) is to he their lir-st re-sting-point; 
Ii»g»»l»t4«lt their j.'ace of : will rentiers recollect those 
twii rMeiitial rireuiiislmictsi ? 'I'o Jhmnmviirth is 250 miles; 
tn IVwni will !«• IMC) iiiiiw : five or six long weeks of 
Hut ftfler Ihiimuwiirth they are to go, the In- 
fnnliv t»f them nre, ill hunts ; Horse, under Saxe, marching 
H«r»!leh lorwmd, ever ftirwnnl, to Pa.swui (properly to 
s.lh'. twelve miles up the Inn Valley, where his Bavarian 
11 is in (’amp); nml theticc, under his Bavarian 

Iliithms.#, a«d in rom-ert with him, to pour forth, deluge- 
< Afklune, ti. 431. 
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like, upon Linz, probably upon Viinnm itself, clown the 
Donau Valley, — wliy not to Vienna itself, and ruin Austria 
at one swoop ? ^ 

The second or Mailloboi.s Frenc'h Army .sj)rt‘Hd.s itself, by 
degrees, considerably over Wcsstphnlia ; — .stniiU'iied for forage, 
and otherwise not the best of tieighlxairs. But, in theory, in 
speech, this too was abundantly eoneilifilorv, - to tlu^ Dutch 
at least. ‘Nothing earthly in view, nothing, ytr inopsiniuiuous 
Dutch, except to lodge here in the most peaecsible manner, 
paying our way, and kec'j)-down disturbance.s that might arise 
in these parts. That might ari.se ; not from you, yo «mg- 
naniinons High Might;ines,ses, how far from it 1 N«»r wilt we 
meddle with one broken brick of your respcainble Barrier, or 
Barrier Treaty, which is sacrtal to us, or do you the shadciw of 
an injury. No ; a thousand times, upon our honour, No ! ’ 
For brevity’s sake, I lend tliem that loeutiou, ‘ No, a thou.smul 
times, — and in actual ariiluiietie, I shotdd Ihink t!>en* are 
at least four or five hundred times of it, — in those extinct 
Diplomatic Elociuences of Exeelh-uey Feuelon and the other 
French; — vaguely counting, in one’s oppres.sed ijn;i;.lii;il ion. 
during the Two Years that ensue. For the Dulelt lazilv 
believecl, or strove to believe, this No of Fcmelou’s ; and tcR»k 
an obstinate laggard sitting pcssture, in regard tes I’l.ifiurdic 
Sanction; whereby the ta.sk of ‘hoisting’ then; (aa' ahove 
hinted), which fell upon a certain King, heenine ho famous in 
Diplomatic History. 


Imagination may faintly picture what a blow tliis advent 
of Maillebois was to his Britannic; Maiestv, over in Hermi- 
hausen yonder! He has had of Daiuw six iluai,H,»l. of 

Comlede .V<*.«((;crman Tr»«skil»n, Uindg, 

(Maillebois, Broglio, Belleisle ; Anistctdani, J773), ii. ia niiir f>«n,!v 

!ir iociwie the MaiVAtjand the ftyw/ wi, mating • »‘,W 

Mneteen volumes In all, atid a twemielh for 

the Newpapens); which are elucidative CSo-narf bargain, and w«!rer„*^ 
amusing to rend.-were the topic itself worth one’s time ^ 
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Hesians six, of Hanoverians sixteen, — in all some 30,000 
men. on foot here since Spring last, camping about (in two 
formidable Camps at this moment) ; not to mention the 
6,000 of English on Lexden Heath, eager to be shipped 
across, Tvould Parliament permit ; and now — ^let him stir in 
any direction if he dare. Camp of Gottin like a drawn 
sword at one’s throat (at one’s Hanover) from the east ; and 
lo, here a twin fellow to it gleaming from the south side ! 
Maillebois can walk into the throat of Hano%'er at a day’s 
warning. And such was actually the course proposed by 
Maillebois’s Government, more than once, in these weeks, had 
not Friedrich dissuaded and forbidden. It is a strangling 
crisis. What is his Britannic Majesty to do ? Send orders, 
‘Double yowr diligence. Excellency Robinson !’ that is one 
clear point ; the others are fearfully insoluble, yet pressing 
for soluticm : in a sk weeks hence (September 27th), we shall 
see what they issue in ! — 

As for Robinson, he is duly with the Queen at Presburg ; 
duly conjuring incessantly, ‘ Make your peace with Friedrich ! ’ 
And her Majesty will not, on the terms. Poor Robinson, 
urged two ways at once, is flurried doubly and trebly ; tossed 
about as Diplomatist never was. Ring of Prussia flashes 
lightning-looks upon him, clapping finger to nose; Maria 
Tfaer^ knowing he will demand cession of Silesia, shudders 
at of him ; and the AuHc Council fall into his arms like 
dead mmi, muraiuring, ‘ Money ; where is your money ? ’ 


Raednch was pushing into Neipperg, in the 
femagarten Country, and conld get no battle out of him. Excellency 
^bm^n ^ppears at Breslau ; Maria Theresa, after deadly efforts on 
If®, her offers, in these terrible circumstances; and 

almost half, provided his 
against the French theL, secretly, 
offfflw b*/? *» offi^ The Queen, on consenting to these new 

a fortnight, I will not he hound by 
V-: tr ^ ExceUency to the honour of an iaterviL " 
-U. .a.. „ 
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Friedricii will not see Robinson at all tliis time^ nor even permit Podewils 
to see Mm ; signifies plainly that lie wants to hear no more of his ofiers^ 
and thatj in fact^ the sooner he can take himself away from Breslau^ it 
will be the better. To that effect^ Robinson, rushing back in mortified 
astonished manner, reports progress at Presburg ; to that and no better. 
‘^^High Madam,” urges Robinson, still indefatigable, ^Hhe King of 
Prussia’s help would be life, his hostility is death at this crisis. Peace 
must be with him, at any price !” Price?” answers her Majesty 
once : If Austria must fall, it is indifferent to me whether it be by 
Kur-Baiern or Kur-Bi*andenburg ! ” ^ Nevertheless, in about a week she 
again yields to intense conjuring, and the ever-tightening pressure of 
events ; — King George, except it be for counselling, is become stock-still, 
with Maillebois’s sword at his throat ; and is, without metaphor, sinking 
towards absolute neutrality : Cannot help you. Madam, any farther ; 
must not try it, or I perish, my Hanover and I ! ” — So that Maria Theresa 
again mends her offers : Give him all Lower Silesia, and he to join with 
me ! ” and Robinson post-haste despatches a courier to Breslau with them. 
Notable again : King Friedrich will not hear of them ; answers by a No, 
I tell you ! Time was, time is not. I have now joined with France ; and 
to join against it in this manner ? Talk to me no more ^ * * 

Here is a catastrophe for the Two Britannic Excellencies, 
and the Cause of Freedom 1 Robinson, in dudgeon and 
amazement, has hmuied back to Presburg, has ceased send- 
ing even couriers ; and, in a three weeks hence (9th October, 
a day otherwise notable), wishes ^ to come home,’ the game 
being up.^ Such is Robinson’s gloomy view : . finished, he, 
and the game lost, — ^unless perhaps Hyndford could still do 
something ? Of which what hope is there 1 Hyndford, who 
has a rough sagacity in him, and manifests often a strong sense 
of the practical and the practicable, strikes into — eReaders, 

^ Stenz-el, iv. 156. 

® Fxiediich to Hyndford ; *Au Camp ’ {ds Nmmdoff\ ‘ I4w*« sepfembre^ 1741. 

* Milordy fai re^u les nouvelUs propositions d^ alliance qne Vinfatigahle Mohinson 
vous enmie. Je les trouve aussi chimiriqtces que les pr^c^dentesd — * Ces gens 
sont-ils folSf Milord, de sHmaginer que je commisse la trahison de toumer en leur 
faveur mes armes, et de ^ — f *Je vous prie de ne me plus fatiguer avec de 
pareilles propositions, et de me croire assez konntte hfitnme pour ne point violer 
mes engagements.— 'FtXitRiC.* (British Museum : Hyndford Papers, fol. 133.) 

® His Letter, * 9th October 1741 ’ (in Lord Mahon’s Bistory of England, iii. 
Appendix, p, lii. : edit. London, 1839). 
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frtiiii tlia folliiuiiig Fragments of Cimv-. i-i^nil^nrv, now Onst 
inmla public, will giitber for Uicuisc!vi‘s wlwit new course, veiled 
ill Irijde iiijHterVi IlytuJford bad struck iiiltu lumr bits of 
iNoteit, well wwili reading* under tlieir dato; 

1*. Mkvdkmei/ flj/nJ/hnl In AVcTcfcir^ iFiwrhi^iiy/i 
(Two Notes) 

* Bmfimp 2*1 li##l of lliiliiiwciifi iw’oiul mw- 

citrrliiKii), ■*** l^ml^ nit the^’iit «intrclriti|w are very wiilyrky at 

|»r<«eiit, wlitni liiue U w* piwieufi ; for Fraiire Is prc#iaiii|| llm Kiuk «f 
Priwsla 111 iliti sirongesi lasiinicr la ilwittro bl»wi4f'; btifc wliaievrr 
tivaiilual |trentnlj;r!.vl«‘i iimy \m beiwteii iliem, I tttiil 

dowt^t If tliey litive any tt‘»*aty si'oe-d' Imm lii-il case, mif ikiwi llim^ 
tliree w«»»ilw (^liire ailt June ; sigiiwl iiOllriiaitly ; tint of « «u»«t faHt- 
ittiiidiHiie inilure ; iieltlier lairty bifoiidlliig Iti to ri|ri'irtiii« In kia*|iiiig it 
* I wkii til ibnl ilia Court of \ktuitm itiiy Ins liroiifclit to iliiiik latforo It k 
too 

%\ * Br0$hm^ iUk * I tin iiol willioiil lw|ai« of nurceed* 

ing In a |ifojeri wlilrli has omirroil to ffm on llili orriwkttt iinil wlilrlt 
mmm to l«s |iretty well by soino iiwifib * (|iro|ior!y by mm in» 

divkitttk lioli*, tliii likigV iltljulaiii mnl fkcloluiiik i» In gmit 

tuinfnfoiiro tboot Ibo liktu of tVus.wki's yormii * ; arid I tliiiik il k tlie only 
ilikig littt now riniiakis to bo tHoil ; anil t« It li llm Iwwl of Iw'o evik, 1 
bo|i» I ilmll Itfiva tins Ekti? toy .Mwtork tfifirtibiilion in ttfomfilinn It ; itml 
If till Court of Vlinuw will ii|iiut Ibolr mym^ ihoy iiiiiit mm II k llm only 
tiling left to iliiifii fmm nUisr dwIrnciioR iiiilly, liiirii it li i 

Mr. left lliit foii fii| ili« lustleri 

ilr !**),««-*'* 1 l«v« Imtii mniitillng lit# tfor® tiwiillofi#il/ th« In* 

dlfMad Bfam hliitti tl, * Wlitllifr tlit liltif ©f l*ri«ii wottlil liwirlcoii 
to ai Niiiitrtllly witli to lli® Qumm mi , tml at tlm mtm 

ilm# fulfil lili ojaunouMent^i It Wt wllli r^fwil I# llio doffiiro of 

lili Cleritmii Homlntoni* ifil# woiilil flvt liiwi llm foiwer Hikwiii 

witli Ilrotlitt ? At ir»t thty II ; It ww m iWiif llicy donol 

iml llowtvor, I htirt rta^tl b^ta^vr, Ity m imtim i itw llik 

tity* Unit It liw Iwti profit^ to Iht Eli^, •imI lliit lii li iiol iibwilufoly 
m%fm til li I il»ll know m&m in a fow 4ap ; but if It e»ii l« iloti# it 
all, it imiit tii lion# In tkm vmrf r-ov^vry . ndihm Hit ICitif nor 

till Mlfiiitiw wkli to ipjimr In U ; ;n;4 I Aum if Mi Miiiltltr l%idiwlli 
will tm iaforw»i #f lit* * 

* Ihfut-rJ (tklU Um, Aidllioiiil llii* liil#!, ii fob fl» 

* B-iJ, ivl. Of, 0, 
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3°. Excellency Robinson (in a flutter of excitement, temporary 
hope and excitement, about Goltz) to Hyndfbrd at 
Breslau 

^ Preahurg, Zth September (n.s.) 1741. My Lord, I could desire your 
Lordsliip to summon up^ if it were necessary, the spirit of all your Lord- 
ship's Instructions, and the sense of the King, of the Parliament, and of 
the whole British Nation. It is upon this great moment that depends 
the fate, not of the House of Austria, not of the Empire, but of the 
House of Brunswick, of Great Britain, and of all Europe. I verily 
believe the King of Prussia does not himself know the extent of the 
present danger. With whatever motive he may act, there is not one, 
not that of the wildest resentment, that can blind him to this degree, 
of himself perishing in the ruin he is bringing upon others. With 
his concurrence, the French will, in less than six weeks, be masters 
of the German Empire. The weak Elector of Bavaria is but their in- 
strument : Prague and Vienna may, and probably will, be taken in that 
short time. Will even the King of Prussia himself be reserved to the 
last } 

‘ Upon this single transaction ' (of your Lordship's affair with the 
mysterious individual) ^ depend the dta mors, or the victoria Iceta of all 
Europe. Nothing will equal the glory of your Lordship, in the latter 
case, but that to be acquired by the King of Prussia in his immediate 
imitation of the great Sobieski ' — reputed saviour of Vienna,” O your 
Excellency t * * ^ Prince Lichtenstein will, if found in time upon his 

estates in Bohemia, be, I believe, the person to repair to the King of 
Prussia, the moment your Lordship shall have signed the Preliminaries. 
Once again, give me leave, my Lord, to express my most ardent wishes, 
my' — R obinson.^ 

4°. Excellency Hyn^ord to Secretary Harrington 

^ Breslau, September, * * Received a message to meet him,'— 
Kim, for we now speak in the singular number, though still without 
naming Goltz, — ^ one of the persons I mentioned in my former Despatch : 
in a very unsuspected place i for we have agreed to avoid all appearance 
of familiarity. He told me he had received a Letter this morning from 
the Camp,' — Prussian Majesty’s Camp, or Bivouac (in the Munsterberg 
Ilill-Countiy), on that march towards Woitz, for crossing the Nei^ 
upon Neipperg, which proved impracticable, — ^ and that he could with 


^ Hyndford Papers, fob loa. 
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pleasure tell me tliat the King agreed to this last trial, although he 
would not, nor could appear in it. ^ Then this person read to me a 
Paper, but I could not see whether it was the King’s hand or not ; for 
when I desired to take a copy, he said he could not show me the original ; 
but dictated as follows : 

^ Toute la Basse SiUsiey la rimer e de JVeisse pour limiter la ville de Neisse 
d nousy aussi lien que Glatss ; de V autre ebte de I* Oder Vancien limite entre 
les DuchSs de Brieg et d'Oppeln, Namslau d nous, Les affaires de religion 
in statu quo. Point de dependance de la BoMme ; cession eternelle, En 
Schange nous ri irons pas plus loin. Nous assiSgerons Neisse pro forma : le 
commandant se rendra et sortira. Nous pr&ndrons les quartiers tranquille- 
menty et ils pourront mener leur Armie ou Us voudront, Que tout cela soit 
flni en douxe jours,'* ' That is to say : 

^ The whole of Lower Silesia, Neisse Town included ; Neisse River 
for boundary : — Glatz withal. Beyond the Oder, for the Duchies of 
Brieg and Oppeln the ancient limits. Namslau ours. Affairs of Religion 
to continue in statu quo. No dependence * (feudal tie or other, as there 
used to be) ^ on Bohemia ; cession of Silesia to be absolute and forever. 
— We, in return, will proceed no farther. We will besiege Neisse for 
form ; the Commandant shall sui-render and depart. We will pass 
quietly into winter-quarters ; and the Austrian Army may go whither it 
will. Bargain to be concluded within twelve days.”’^ — Can his Excel- 
lency Hyndford get Vienna, get Feldmarschall Neipperg with power from 
Vienna, to accept : Yes or No? Excellency Hyndford thinks, Yes ; will 
try his very utmost ! — 

‘ He (Goltz) then tore the Paper in very small pieces ; and he repeated 
again, that if the affair should be discovered, both the King and he were 
determined to deny it. But how about engagements with regard 

to my Master’s German Dominions; not a word about that?” He 
answered, You have not the least to fear from France protested the 
King of Prussia’s great regard for his Majesty of England, etc. I told 
him these fine words did not satisfy me ; and that if this affair should 
succeed, I expected there should be some stipulation.’ ^ Yes ; and came, 
about a fortnight hence, waylaying his Majesty’ to get one, — as readers 
saw above. 

Prussian Dryasdust (poor soul, to whom one is often cruel !) 
shall glad himself with the following Two bits of Auto- 
graphy from Goltz, who had instantly quitted Breslau again ; 
— and, to us, they will serve as date for the actual arrival 

^ Coxe (iu. 272) gives this Translation, not saying whence he had it. 

^ Hyndford Paper SyicA, 115. 
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of Excellency Hyndford in those fighting regions, and com- 
mencement of hia mysterious glidings about between Camp 
and Camp- 


Goitre to the EmilerKy Ilymlfm^d^ at Bredati. (most I’rivate) 

*Au Camp N"t%m\dorf^ 1C»»« sepkmhr^t ei 9 heureB da soir, 

(L) ^ Milord j queje mh port^ pour la bonne muse, ^nr ce 
piedje prends la MmE do vom oonseiller en ami et serviteur, de venir ki 
inaessamment, et de presser votre voyage de sorts gue vous pumiex pataUre 
publiquement lundi* (IBth) * vers midi. Vous trouveress 0 (nic) chevuux 
de posies d Olau et d Grottkau tout prits. Udtess-vom, Milord, tout ce que 
vous pQurrex m monde* J*ai thonmur de\ Meaning, ixi brief Englisli : 

^ Be at Neundorf liere, pnblioly, on Monday next, 18th, towards 
noon/ Things being ripe- ^ Hast©, Milord, haste I' 

‘ Ce d 3 hmres aprk midi. 

(2.) ^ Je suis au dSsuBpoir, Milord, de votre maladie. Void ie courrkr 
que vous attendiess. Vmess le plutU que vous pourrex au monde ; si non, 
kites au GinSral Marwitx de qmi U iagit, afin qu*il puisse me le/uire savoir. 
* ^ Le courrkr serait arrivi quatre heures plutbt, si nous ne tadons 
renvogS au Comte Meuberg (sic) d muse de votre maladie/ — ^ Gonras-'^ — 
That is to say : 

^ Distressed inexpressibly by your Lordship's biliary condition. One 
cannot travel under colic j — and diings were so ripe ! Courier would have 
reached you four hours sooner, but we had to send him over to Neipperg 
first Com©, oh cornel' — Which ilyndford, now hixnself again, at 
once does. 

This is the Mystery, which, on September 22d, had arrived 
at that stage, indicated above : ‘ Tush ! Follow me : Dinner 
is already falling cold, and there are eyes upon us !’ And in 
about another fortnight — But we shall have to take the 
luggage with us, too, what minimum of it is indispensable ! 

^ I/pn^ord Papers, fob x 50 -isa. 


von. IV. 


E 
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CHAPTER V 

KLEIN-SCHNELLENDORF ; FEEIDRICH GETS NETSSE, 
IN A FASHION 

While these combined Mysteries and War-movements go 
on, in Neisse and its Environs, the World-Phenomena con- 
tinue, — in Upper Austria and elsewhere. Of which take 
these select summits, or points chiefly luminous in the dusk 
of the forgotten Past : 

Una:, September 14:th, Karl Albert^ being joined some days ago at 
Scharding by the first Three French Divisions, 15,000 men in all (the 
other Four Divisions of them are still in the Donauworth-Ingolstadt 
quarter, making their manifold arrangements), has pushed forward, 
sixty miles (land-marches, south side of the Donau, which makes a bend 
here), and this day, September 14th, appears at Linz. Pleasant City of 
Linz; where, as readers may remember, Mr. John Kepler, long ago, 
busy discovering the System of the World (grandest Conquest ever 
made, or to be made, by the Sons of Adam), had his poor Camera 
Obscura set out, to get himself a livelihood in the interim : here now is 
Karl Albert's flag on the winds, and, as it were, the Oriflamme with it, 
on a singularly different Adventure. ^Open gates!' demands Karl 
Albert with authority : ' Admit me to my Capital of Upper Austria ! ' 
Which cannot be denied him, there being nothing but Town guards in 
the place. 

Kali Albert continued there some weeks, in a serenely victorious 
posture ; doing acts of authority ; getting homaged by the Stande ; push- 
ing out his forces farther and farther down the Donau, post after post, 
— victorious Oriflamme-Bavarian Army may be 40,000 strong or so, in 
those parts. Friedrich urged him much to push-on without pause, and 
take opportunity by the forelock; sent Schmettau (elder of the two 
Schmettaus, who is much employed on such business) to urge him ; wrote 
an express Paper of Considerations pressingly urgent : but he would not, 
and continued pausing. 

Vienna, all in terror, is fortifying itself ; citizens toiling at the earth- 
works, resolute for making some defence ; Constituted Authorities, 
National Archives even. Court in a body, and all manner of Noble and 
Official people, flying elsewhither to covert : chiefly to Presburg, where 
her Majesty already is. The Archives were carried to Gratz ; the two 
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Dow 1 l|or''W^)rc 8 seH (for thero m two, Mtria niorowis Mtillior* mti\ 
Maria Tliorosffs Aunt, Kniwr Widow) Hod ilitlVrrtil i 

forget wliiclL An agitated^ paralysed populatioft, RnvnA lliii dillptit 
wheelbarrows on the ramparts, no vehiolo l» rolling lit t'iotinii Init for* 
niture-wagons loading for flight. General Khevfinliiilior with ll/IMh wli» 
presides with fine scientific skill, and m Iron calttinO'Hi iiitil isIntriwMi 
over those fortifyings, is the only force otir only Army 

in the world, is hundreds of tniles away, countormiircltlng and tiiiinwtivriitg 
about Woitz, and NeiBse Town and lllver,“*preity ««rii to Im himtoii in 
the end and it is high time there were a felilwlan bargain li«d| If ilyttch 
ford can get ns any, 

Dresden, SepUmiher (Excellency Hyndford Juit reetjuoher from 
his colic, in Breslau), Kur-Sacliien, after many wavorlngii ilpta 1V«ity 
of Copartnery with Franco and Bavaria, iidiicod by * that Morivk/ mi 
the ticklings of BoHeisle acting on a weak mind.* Hli troop i*rc 
or rather more; said to be of good quality, wid well cqtuppi'it in 
February last we saw him engaged in Euiilftn, Anil4Vuiil«i Bartllloii 
schemes. In April, as these suddenly (on sight of the Camp of Gfltiiii) 
extinguished themselves, he agreed to go, In the imelllc way, with litr 
Hungarian Majesty for friend (Treaty with her, signed Mill April); bill 
never went (Treaty mn'cr ratified) ; kept hla 20,000 lying abmil in C‘«ifsp, 
in an enigmatic manner,— first about Torgau, latterly In thi laiiiite, 
much nearer to the Drfi(;eMrge (Metel-Mountiiitt*), Froiitler of lloli»»li { 
—and now signs as above ; intent to march as m pomlblt* It te 
have Four Circles of Bohemia, imaginary Kinphlpi of Momvla, and 
other prisses. Bollcisle has tickled that big trout : llellililt ooiild now 
have the Election as he wishes it, would the Electom but Ij# ipotdy ; liui 
they will not, and he is obliged to push contlnuftlly* 


‘ Morianmr pro liege nostro Mnrifi Tliercmiil,' in ike Pmik^ 
and then aUo in the Fnm Farm 

Freshurg, Sepiemher 21 st Tliis i« the date (or ohlif i»t©, 
there turn out to bo two I) of the world-famoui ' JWflmitr pn 
nostro Marid Theredd* ; of which there are now Two Manwit* I 


‘ Anonymous, Msioin di h Gmm AMmi fl f »acf«ft, iy4S*4?« 

4 tomes), i. 190. A lively succinct little Book, vapt not filst | itlll rtwlablii 
though not now, as then, with complete intelllgtnet, to the iui|>^rr|i;uTd ^mim* 
Said, in Dictionaries, to be by Mauidllott FirWp tboiigli it ^ 

of his that is known to me. 

* Adelimg, ii, 469 , 304 , 503 . 
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lisp ir^rrU**4 *'if^ jnirt tiiytliiral) gmng firit, in ilio inilowing 

ftlnriii : 

‘ ilw i^nmn miiliily* wliwtiie Ilin^tx-nan Diet 

Si *nrr if'i ? i)ti thi** lltli Scpt.embor' 

lof iiih n.ipl ;‘Ut * thf^ iilllirtpii W!ikx‘» an appearance 

ilspip, «lu»1n rr4liiy» Inw |■||nnilln^ wry eel el mi ted. Alas, 

;! !;•? leil 11^1 *-E wUiep nallnpeil In llin top fd‘ the Konigshorg, 

nn4 rill «lrr.:'Us!lv ^mi 1» hri^lil nahre tnwiird^ the Feur Ihdiits of the 
r'lMfPf'ftp ; niyA fthr.ii'h 4 tito emite tn lht*i. Iltiii|(iiri}in iVIiiguates in high 

ihe }H|,'h enter*, heiniltthl find wnl. and among her 

\|ieitjieri t® iaiiM-eiilde ^ Xome with tln^ young Areliduke, some six 
seoiilli® elii* a fine ihrA lug rlilhl, perliiifw tno mm for his age, who 
linker Jfwpph a, In alter time. 

^ Ilin oni N tint in* «Hmn! for iin% Hall of meeting, 


Magyar h^iisirnUry rie*|uenee nnliioni'u; nor In any point rujeipieuously 
imhy, Pt^ri iiml einfa»o, «n«‘e|il the»oi* (alas, not even thene) ; * That it 
Ihe IHhof" N^’piiontier i thnX her ^lojeHly roming forward t<* speak, 
li,w|i ihe rioid Hi her mtm, and ihere. lit » eleiir ami meltidioiisly piercing 
fiih"'#. and nmrag^ on her liohli* Ihns heiiiiiifiil ns the moon riding 

ftinting «ei Mimmf rhn*d«» »pke, as Ihe llniigarian Archives still have jt, 
# ftlmrl llariHigae J In nulwlanee ii« fnllows: ♦ # «« IIOHlile iuv**ttion 


pf AnHtm . lunnmpnt |>er*l, to this Ivliigdoiii of Hungary, U> our person, 
III rhddrrn, to nor ermi n. Forsakrti hy itmuthm (im*iidi 

l'|tii!.siiune ■♦^hofosly hioinplf ^landing fitork-stilli^-Mdafiiahly, one thmks, 
il.P iitii hrnm only at hi* Ihrmil, wnl it good way of have 

ii*t tmnuifp hoi to throw inysidf m ill© loyalty and hcdp of Your 
fPieriwnod Hodv, and invoke the iimdeitl lltiiigartiiu virtue to rise swiftly 
»jiil me tVInweal the wmsernlded liungariiiit S^yitod, their wild 
Msigyaf lieaftf* iiHirhi^l to Iho core, sliirtoip in lw|mtuoim acclaim, 

iitiirbh Mt ilmir drawn sworti#, and shout umitilimnwly in p:e.sionate 
...... ^1, .. . ’'lUwii-i'.j.t I *' I 


iwwr-wliw, >• <l 4 it m iJJe) for ««r H«s* Mitna Uii‘: 

. •« ...I f i 


Wlileli wer© fi«l wontu. For a general fiistirrioiion was theie- 

umn d^crwl J *J.»t Uw Mw«r« mil their “ l«iurre.ti(.n. ’ w uoh is 
♦.fMii «f rwhelliwi* itttlur# ; ami many noblemen, old ( ount i Hiy 

bltn«itir a rbief aw««jt ‘hem, though fMwt thrwwore and ten, took the 
Md at ihetr own r«»t-. «mJ th« nolae of the Himicarittn Inaurreotion 
Dwead like a volio of hope over al! IVaffmatle eountriw.'— 

’^A very beaolifoi liermfi aeene { whieh hat gone aimnt the world, cir- 
VittwphanUy through all hearta for above a Century pwt; and 


» Afirfo (wMch iptaki hypothetkaliy), iv. 44 ! Co«. 

»yo (•ho i» paViJfe ' afttr eaamiaiof ih# Docawentt'J. 
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has only of late acknowledged itself mythical^ — not true, except as 
toned-down to the following stingy prose pitch : 

Preshurg, September 21st, Maria Theresa, since that fine Coronation- 
scene, June 25th, has had a naixed time of it with her Hungarian Diet ; 
soft passages alternating with hard : a chivalrous people, most con- 
sciously chivalrous ; but a constitutional withal, very stiff upon their 
Charter {Pacta Conventa^ or whatever the name is) ; who wrangle much 
upon privileges, upon taxes, and are difficult to keep long in tune. Ten 
days ago (September 11th), her Majesty tried them on a new tack ; sum- 
moned them to her Palace ; threw herself upon their nobleness, ^ No 
allies but you in the world’ (and other fine things, authentically, as 
above, legible in the Archives to this day) : — so spake the beautiful 
young Queen, her eyes filling with tears as she went on, and yet a noble 
fire gleaming through them. Which melted the Hungarian heart a 
good deal ; and produced fine cheering, some persons even shedding 
tears, and voices of ^ Life and Fortune to your Majesty I ’ being heard 
in it. In which humour the Diet returned to its Session-House, and 
voted the ^ Insurrection,’~or general Arming of Hungary, County by 
County, each according to its own contingent ; — with all speed, in pur- 
suance of her Majesty’s implied desire. This was voted in rapid manner ; 
but again, in the detail of executing, it was liable to haggles. From 
this day, however, matters did decidedly improve; Pacta Cont>mta, or 
any remainder of them, are got adjusted, — ^the good Queen yielding on 
many points. So that, September 20th, Grand Duke Franz is elected 
Co-regent,— let him start from Vienna instantly, for Instalment and 
it is hoped the Insurrection will go well, and not prove haggly, or hang- 
fire in the details. 

At any rate, next day, September 21st, Duke Franz, who arrived last 
night,— and Baby with him, or in the train of him (to the joy of 
Mamma 1) — is in the Palace Audience-Hall, ^ at 8 a.m. ; ready for the 
Diet, and what Homagings and mutual Oath, as new Co-regent, are 
necessary. Grand-Duke Franz, Mamma by his side, with the suitable 
functionaries ; and to rearward Nurse and Baby, not so conspicuous till 
needed. Diet enters with the stroke of 8 ; solemnity proceeds. At the 
height of the solemnity, when Duke Franz, who is really rken now to 
something of a heroic mood, in these emergencies and perils, has just 
taken his Oath, and will have to speak a fit word or two,— the N^, 
doubtless on hint given, steps forward ; holds-up Baby (a fine noticing 
feEow, I have no doubt, — ^weighed sixteen pounds avoirdupois when 
born’) ; as if Baby too, fine mutual product of the Two Co-regents, w^e 
mutually swearing and appealing. Enough to touch any heart. 
and blood {vitam €t rnttgumem} for our Queen and Kingdom ! * 
the Grand-Duke, among other things. ^Yes, ^am et r 
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re-eclioes tlie Diet^ ^ our life and our blood ! " many-voiced^ again and 
again ; — and returns to its own Place of Session, once more in a fine 
strain of loyal emotion. 

And there, O reader, is the naked truth, neither more nor less. It 
was some Vienna Pamphleteer of theatrical imaginative turn, finding the 
thing apt, a year or two afterwards, — ^who by kneading different dates and 
objects into one, boldly annihilating time and space, and adding a little 
paint, — gave it that seductive mythical form. From whom Voltaire 
adopted it, with improvements, especially in the little Harangue ; and 
from Voltaire gratefully the rest of mankind.^ Cut-down to the prac- 
tical, it stands as above: — by no means a bad thing still. That of 
^ bringing-in Baby ' was a pretty touch in the domestic-royal way ; — and 
surely very natural; and has no ^art' in it, or none to blame and 
not love rather, on the part of the bright young Mother, now girdled 
in such tragic outlooks, and so glad to have Baby back at least, and 
Papa with him! It is certain the ^Insurrection' was voted with en- 
thusiasm; and even became rapidly a fact. And there was, in few 
months hence, an immense mounted force of Hungarians raised, which 
galloped and plundered (having almost no pay), and occasionally fenced 
and fought, very diligently during all these Wars. Hussars, Croats, 
Pandours, Tolpatches, Warasdins, Uscocks, never heard of in war before : 
who were found very terrible to look upon once, in the imagination or 
with the naked eye ; but whose fighting talent, against regular troops, 
was next to worthless ; and who gradually became hateful rather than 
terrible in the military world. 

Hanover y September 2 ^th. Britannic Majesty, reduced to that frightful 
pinch, has at last given way. Treaty of Neutrality for Hanover ; engage- 
ment again to stick one's puissant Pragmatic sword into its scabbard, to 
be perfectly quiescent and contemplative in these French-Bavarian Anti- 
Austrian undertakings, and digest one's indignation as one can. For 
our Paladin of the Pragmatic what a posture I This is the first of Three 
Attempts by our puissant little Paladin to draw sword ; — not till the 
third could he get his sword out, or do the least fighting (even foolish 
fighting) with all the 40,000 he had kept on pay and subsidy for years 
back. The Neutrality was for Hanover only, and had no specific limit 
as to time. Opportunities did rise; but something always rose along 
with them, — ^mainly the impossibility of hoisting those lazy Dutch, — and 
checked one's noble rage. His Majesty has covenanted to vote for Karl 


1 Voltaire, Sii^U de Louis XV . 6 {(Euvres, xxviiL 78) ; Coxe, Hous§ 0 f 
Austfiat iih 27O3 and innumerable others (who give this Myth); Maria 
Tkmsiins Zedm, p. 44 (who dies the Vienna Pamphleteers, without much 
believing them) ; Mailath (a Hungarian), Gmhkktodes CEsterrdchischen Xaisor^ 
Stoats (Hamburg, 1850), r. 11-13 (who explodes the fable). 
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Albert as Kaiser ; even he, and will make the thing unanimous ! A 
thoroughly checkmated Majesty. Passing home to England, this time 
in a gloomy condition of mind, shortly after these humiliations, he was 
just issuing from Osnabriick by the Eastern Gate, when Maillebois’s 
people entered by the Western, — the ugly shoes of them insulting his 
kibes in this manner. And a furious Anti- Walpole Parliament, most 
perturbed of National Palavers, is waiting him at St. James's. Heavy- 
laden little Hercules that he is ! 

Karl Albert lay at Linz for a month longer (till October 
Sdith, six weeks in all) ; pausing in uncertainties, in a plea- 
sant dream of victory and sovereignty ; not pouncing on 
Vienna, as Friedrich urged on the French and him, to cut the 
matter by the root. He does push forward certain troops, 
Comte de Saxe with Three Horse Regiments as vanguard, 
ever nearer to Vienna ; at last to within forty miles of it ; 
nay, light-horse parties came within twenty-five miles. And 
there was skirmishing with Mentzel, a sanguinary fellow, of 
whom we shall hear more ; who had got ‘ 1,000 Tolpatches’ 
under him, and stood ruggedly at hay. 

Karl Albert had been sending out sovereign messages from 
Linz : Letters to Vienna ; — one Lietter addressed ‘ To the 
ALTchduchess Maria Theresa’ ; which came back unopened, 

^ No such person known here.’ October 2d, he is getting 
homaged at Linz, by the Stande of the Province, — on sum- 
mons sent some time before, — many of whom attend, with a 
willing enough appearance ; Kur-Baiern rather a favourite in 
Upper Austria, say some. Much fine processioning, melodious 
haranguing, there now is for Karl Albert, and a pleasant 
dream of Sovereignty at Linz : hut if he do not pounce upon 
Vienna till Khevenhiiller get it fortified? Khevenhiiler is 
drawing home Italian Garrisons, gradually gathering some- 
thing like an Army round him. In Khevenhuller’s imper- 
turbable military head, one of the clearest and hardest, there 
is some hope. Above all, if Niepperg’s Army were to dis- 
engage itself, and be let loose into thc^ parts ? 
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Excellency Hyndford brings about a Meeting at Klein- 
SchnellendoT^ (%\h October 1741) 

It was the second day after that Homaging at Linz, when 
Hyndford (Sept. ^2d) with mysterious negotiations, now 
nearly ripe, for disengaging Neipperg, waylaid his Prussian 
Majesty; and was answered, as we saw, with ^Tush, tush I 
Dinner is already cold ! ’ 

It must be owned, these Friedrich-Hyndford Negotiations, 
following on an express French- Prussian Treaty of June 5th, 
which have to proceed in such threefold mystery now and 
afterwards, are of questionable distressing nature : nor can 
the fact that they are escorted copiously enough by a cor- 
respondent sort on the French side, and indeed on the 
Austrian and on all sides, be a complete consolation, — fai 
otherwise, to the ingenuous reader. Smelfungus indignantly 
calls it an immorality and a dishonour, ‘a playing with 
loaded dice ’ ; which in good part it surely was. Nor can 
even Friedrich, who has many pleas for himself, obtain spoken 
acquittal ; unspoken, accompanied with regrets and pity, is 
all even Friedrich can aspire to. My own impression is,; 
Smelfungus, if candid, would on clearer information and con- 
sideration have revoked much of what he says here in censure 
of Friedrich. At all events, if asked ; ^ Where then is the 
specifical not ‘ superstitious ’ want of * veracity ’ you ever 
found in Friedrich ^ and How, otherwise than even as Fried- 
rich did, would you, most veracious Smelfungus, have plucked 
out your Silesia from such an Element and such a Time ? — ■ 
he would be puzzled to answer^/ 1 give his Fragment as 1 
find it, with these deductions : 

^What negotiating we have had, and shall have/ exclaims SmelfunguBj 
my sad foregoer, — 'fit rather to be omitted from a serious History 
which intends to be read by human creatures ! Bargaining, Promisingj 
Non-performing. False in general as dicers' oaths ; false on this sid^ 
and on that, from beginning to end. Intercepted Letters from Fleury. 
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letter dropping from VdorVn wmatooat-pookot, upon whwh Friedrich 
claps his foot : alas, alas, wc ar© In th© middlo of a whole wtndd of that. 
Friedrich knows that the Fretich are false to him ; he hy no means 
intends to be romantically true to them, and that also tlicy know. 
What is the us© to human creatures of recording all that melancholy 
stuff? If sovereign pmwms want their diplomacieH not to be swept into 
the ashpit, there are two conditions, especially one whitth is peretnptory : 
Fint^ that they shoidd not he lies that they should b© of some 

importance, some wisdom ; wliich with known lies is not a possible con- 
dition. To unravel cobwebs, imd register Inhoriously and date and sort 
in the sorrow of your soul the «wths of crowned dicers, — what use is it 
to gods or men? Having w^ell dressed and sliced your cucumber, the 
next clear hinnan duty is : Throw It out of window. In that foul 
Lapland-witch world, of seething Diplomacies and mouHtrems wigged 
mendacities, horribly wicked and despicably unwise, I find nothing 
notable, memoral)le even in a small degree, except this aspect of a 
young King who does know what he means in it. Clear as a star, sharp 
as cutting steel (very dangewous to hydrogen balkjons), lie stands in 
the middle of it, and means to extort his own from it by such methods 
as there are. 

^MagnaniinouH I can by no means call Friedrich to his allies and 
neighbours, nor even BuperstitiouHly veracious, in this buiincss : but he 
thoroughly understands, he alone, what just thing ho wants out of it, and 
what an onormouH wigged uuuidnciiy it in ha has got to deal with. For 
the rest, he is at the gaming «tahh^ with these sharpers ; their dice all 
cogged and he knows it, and ought to profit by his knowledge of it. 
And in short, to win his stake out of that foul weltering melley, and go 
home safe with it if he cmn. ' 

Very well, my friend ! r,et us keep to windward of the 
Dii)loraatic wisiartrs-oildrou ; let Ilyiidford, Valori, and Com- 
pany preside over it, (hniwing-iu their eye of newt and limb 
of toad, as occasion may he. Enough, if the I'cader can be 
brought to conceive it ; luid how the young King, — who per- 
haps alone had real business in this foul clement, and did not 
volunteer into it like the others, though it now unexpectedly 
envelops him like a world-whirlwiiid (frightful enough, if one 
spoke of that to anybody), is struggling with his whole soul 
to get well out of it. As supremely adroit, all readers 
already know him ; his apjiearance what we called atarlike, — 
always something definite, fixed and ludd in it. 
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He is dextrously holding aloof from Hyndford at present^ 
clinging to French Valori as his chosen companion : we may 
fancy what a time he has of it, like a polygamist amid jealous 
wives. It will quicken Hyndford, he perceives, in these 
ulterior stages, to leave him well alone. Hyndford accord- 
ingly, as we have noticed, could not see the King at all ; had 
to try every plan, to watch, waylay the King for a bit of 
interview, when indispensable. However, Hyndford, with his 
Neipperg in sight of the peril, manages better than Robinson 
with his Aulic Council at a distance : besides he is a long- 
headed dogged kind of man, with a surly edacious strength, 
not inexpert in negotiation, nor easily turned aside from any 
purpose he may have. 

Between the two Camps, nearly midway, lies a Hamlet 
called Klein-Schnellendorf, Little Schnellendorf, to distinguish 
it from another Schnellendorf called Greats which is a mile or 
two north-westward, out of the straight line. Not far from 
the first of these poor Hamlets lies a Schloss or noble 
Mansion, likewise called Klein-Schnellendorf, belonging to a 
certain Count von Sternberg, who is not there at present, but 
whose servants are, and a party of Croats over them for some 
days back : a pleasant airy Mansion among pleasant gardens, 
well shut out from the intrusion of the world. Upon this 
Castle of Klein-Schnellendorf judicious Hyndford has cast his 
eye: — and Neipperg, now come to a state of readiness, 
approves the suggestion of Hyndford, and promptly at the 
due moment converts it into a fact. Arrests namely, on a 
given morning (the last act of his Croats there, who withdrew 
directly with their batch of prisoners), every living soul within 
or about the Mansion ; — ^ suspected of treason ’ ; only for one 
day and in this way, has it reduced to the comfortable fur- 
nish^ solitude of Sleeping Beauty’s Castle ; a place fit for 
high persons to hold a Meeting in, which shall remain secret 
as the grave. Such a thing was indispensable. For Fried- 
rich, keeping shy of Hyndford, as he well may with a Valori 
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watching every step^ has, by words, by silences, wnen yn - 
ford could waylay him for a moment, sufSciently m icate 
what he will and what he will not ; and, for one in is- 
pensable condition, in the present thrice-delicate Adventure, 
he will not sign anything ; will give and take word of honour, 
and fully bind himself, but absolutely not put pon 
at all. Neipperg being willing too, judicious Hyi^d or n s 
a medium. Let the parties meet at Biein-Schnellendor , an 
judicious Hyndford be there with pen and paper. 

Monday 9th October 1741, accordingly, there is meeting 
to be held. Hyndford, Neipperg with his General Lentu i^ 
(a Swiss- Austrian General, whose Son served under Fne ric 
afterwards), these wait for Friedrich, on the one hand . ~ to 
fix some cartel for exchange of prisoners,’ it is said ; t ese 
precincts of Elein-Schnellendorf ; which are silent, vacant, yet 
comfortably furnished, like Sleeping Beauty’s Castle. An 
Friedrich, on the other hand, is actually riding tkat way, mt 
Goltz ; — ^visiting outposts, reconnoitring, so to speak. 
you with Prince Leopold (the Young Dessauer), my fine 
Valori; I fear I sha’n’t be home to dinner!’ he had said 
when going off; hoodwinking his fine Valori, suspects 
nothing. At a due distance from Klein-Schnellendorf, the 
very groom is left behind ; and Friedrich, with Goltz only, 
pushes on to the Schloss. All ready there ; salutations soon 
done ; business set about, perfected : — and Hyndford with 
pen and ink in his hand, he, by way of Protocol, or summary 
of what had been agreed on, on mutual word of honour, most 
brief but most clear on this occasion, writes a State-Paper, 
which became rather famous afterwards. This ^is the Paper 
in condensed state ; though clear, it is very duB ! 

Klmn-SchmUmdorf, m October 1741. Britannic Hyndford 

testifies. That, here and now, his Majesty of Prussia, and Neippeig on 
behalf of her Hungarian Majesty do, solemnly though only ver y> 

agree to the following Four Things : x. » / v* a 

^Mrst, That General Neipperg, on the 10th of t he month (this day 


^ Orlich, i. 146; 
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SWH imv» liWrty t« rvtirv ihriiufjh tl,« AI»uiitHiim,*'t('waniB 
M«ra»pJiij or ■tilb !««{ »!mtn nUnfkn in thnmrof 

him. 'I'lml. Ill liU l*iti«i)in M«j,.sty, .in umkinu; 

hJ" Sfi>.»p, nhnil l»ar» llip jjla.-r snrrint.lfnni to him on tin. 
#ftr«(lh lUy. TM, I hal tlirw «h»tl (»*., imy.hi „ tlmra hereW 

In, » ; hi* .Majmly rrtAiuitiif itml (m'ctiraiHir'to 

tht limit* hin>«n »« «*; *«i<l i»t t.l .i/) ; «u! tlmt a ctimjiliite 

1‘rMly l»» that nffrrt shall tw y - f.-.. ?..'.!. rutiticii, hcliire the 

Ymt U Iiul. /'hurtA, That th««»« ■ hut miiy «h«ll 

«oiilln«« ; Riiii that hi* Alajiwiy, wliilrriinit in Ilnhi.miN, ami ritrryiut,' <m 
•ham Iwslilitimi' {l« the »ali«tiirtiuii of Iho Frwnli), ' simll jiay hw own 
i>«{wnMi*«i ftiiit 4o no mlwhirf.* ' 

T» UwMJ Four 'tlilK#* ihry ()lmli;» timir mini of Imii.mr; ami Uynd. 
forrf ilsw anil itplirom w»rh « < «|ty, rmlorwritli'ii a Filth thing is 
arttlwl, I’hat the jirrsoiil tfaiiwlinn in all jiart* tif it shnll liosmTotas 
dwtli.- Ill* .Mujiwiy piijir«»*«ljf in»i*iiii|f that, n ilm tiihling oJ'ltoosM 
out, ho *||*I| liaro riuht In deny it, uiiii rrl'Uiw in any way to hn Imiiinl 
by IL Wblcb likiraiiNt i* mwentm} to. 

Hew fa ti pretty pirn? of wwik tlotto fur oumtlf uiid our 
nJliw, wliiln Valori is quietly (Ittitiig wiUi the J’riiitx! of 
Ibwuntt ! I’lie King staywl ttbnnt two hotu» ; wu« extraucly 
{Milite. atul fveu friwik iu«l cuiniituitirnUvti, * A v«rv high- 
spiritml young King,' thinks jvj.ujluy »f it; ‘will 

not stAHMl conlratUi'lioH ; Intt a grtmii tleal am bo titiule of 
him, !f you go into his Uleiui, ami hmmnif hint in a dolicate 
clmtrou* way. Ho did not tho k*n»l hitlo his ^•i^;;n”Vluenls 
with Pmiw, Ihutnrk, &s*ony ; hut wouhl reiillv, so far as I 
Ntipjwi'g wuld prefer hiii with Aii.>tti'ia, on the 

gireti term t and Mem* to hii%e secretly a ktiiti of idtiuo at 
Saxony, and no {arour for the Fmidi And thoir phws.'^ 

‘Busimwi being done' (thi* i» I!uulf.n'.!\ re|Hjrt), Hhc 
King, who had been . itself, took Xiijijicrg aside, 

ln*»’kw«)ii|| Hyndford to be of tJie party, “ I wish you too, tiiy 
.Lord, to hear weiy word hU Britannic i\Iajt»ty knows or 
should know my IntaiUotit never wen to do him hurt, but 
only to tidte tsare of mytudf i and pray inform him " <what is 

* Gi«Hi to I. loctp { In stu. 

* l%riA, L 149 <tA MwibHiMtl imwb 
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the fact) that I have ordered my Army in Brandenburg to 
go into winter-quarters, and break-up that Camp at Gottin ” 
Friedrich’s talk to Neipperg is. How he may assault the 
French with advantage : Join Lobkowitz and what force he 
has in Bohmen ; go right into your enemies, before they can 
unite there. If the Queen prosper, I shall — perhaps I shall 
have no objection to join her by and by ? If her Majesty 
fail; well, every one must look to himself.’” These words 
Hjmdford listened to with an edacious solid countenance, and 
greedily took them down.^ 

Once more, a curious glimpse (perhaps imprudently allowed 
us, in the circumstances) into the real inner man of Friedrich. 
He had, at this time, now that the Belleisle Adventure is left 
in such a state, no essential reason to wish the French ruined, 
— ^nor probably did he ; but only stated both chances, as in 
the way of unguarded soliloquy ; and was willing to leave 
Neipperg a sweet morsel to chew. Secret mode of correspond- 
ing with the Court of Austria is agreed upon ; not direct, but 
through certain Commandants, till the Peace-Treaty be per- 
fected, — at latest ^ by December 24th,’ we hope. And so, 
‘ Bon myage^ and well across the Mountains, M. U Marichal ; 
till we meet again ! And you. Excellency Hyndford, be so 
good you as write to me, — ^for Valori’s behoof, — complaining 
that I am deaf to all proposals, that nothing can be had of 
me. And other Letters, pray, of the like tenor, all round ; 
to Prevsburg, to England, to Dresden : — if the Couriers are 
seized, it shall be well. Your Letter to myself, let a 
trumpet come with it while I am at dinner,” and Valori be- 
side me ! ’ — ^ Certainly, your Majesty,’ answers Hyndford ; 
and does it, does all this ; which produces a soothing effect 
on Valori, poor soul 1 

^ Hyndford's Despatch, Breslau, i4tH October 1741. 
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Frii-tfrifh fidri Xri^<r % Xham (Cdpturr nut Sham); 

f^t$ iJi lirfikti ; ,vi4 iriitrm tf< ikiTm 

if {}»• Aii«lri«»u» to tht-ir Iwi-guiii, Im-* iTinlrich 
in a mo.it i-**:,-!;:- ■ imnun-r, gut ilimi? wiib i}u» Htisinuss 
wliifh thrriilt-mt! to Im? inliiulr ; l»y this »lnn t t Mt !»*, {hr liis 
part, if< cjiiili* uiil of thi? howiiog uf Ihu'lmniwl 

Fo«»«t, ami hU fool again on th« Siiin i>(«< Jviclh. If only 
Uh’ Anitrirtini huh! to llohr Itiirgain ! lint jttuhnhly he 
tUiuhtK if Ihfy win. Woll, in (hut akM\ he hits got 

Nfistw; stamli* S' for mi'etihg them ngnitt; niid, in 

the mean while, Imu frmlom to deny thi't there ever wiw 
sui'h a Imrgain. 

Of the I’olilical ; ; • ,*;*% of thi» giUlie uf fiO.t (tliti. loose, 
what havB we t«» ' that the »!ire on lutlh lulis 

«e®m Ui las Itnwlwl ; that logic might la; rimjijied iijwii it 
forever ; that a eamliil inioil will w’ltle what ilegree of wLstioin 
(wliirli is always e i Sit ’ .I'. , veracity ), anil what of hilly (whieh 
ia iilwaya f«l"ily), there wm in Fihnlrich and the othew; 
whftho r, or to what tiegiw, there waa a Iwlter rtmrse open to 
Fritalrich in the cii'cntn*taner« ; -ami, in fine, it will have to 
Ikj gmntcil that yon eaniiot wi»rk in pilch niui kii’p liantls 
evidently ckavn. Frieiliich has got into the Kiielmntet! Wil- 
derneas, juKi-oh"!: with dovib and their works ulus, it 

■will be long Ijcfow He get out of it again, hi* life waning 
towards night before be get vi.’uiinn.K unhand hi-mu-nlh his 
conquiwt to liiekier fneressoiw 5 !l i» one of tl»e tragic ele- 
ments of this King's life 5 iilUe « »>ntt-ni|diiSt t! by him, when lu! 
went lightly into tine Sileaian Adventure, iooking fj>r honour 
bright, what he callei! *gloiiT,* m one jntm ijiul conMih'niHon, 
haitily a year ago f-»— 

'Neippeig, aecorriing to emrimnf. broke-iip punctually that 
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imaginary or ostensible purposes. After a three-weeks march, 
he gets to a place called Frating,^ easternmost border of 
Mahreii, on the slopes of the Mannhartsberg Hill- Country, 
which is within wind of Vienna itself; where, as we can 
fancy, his presence is welcome as morning-light in the present 
dark circumstances. 

Friedrich, on the morrow after Neipperg went, invested 
Neisse (October 17th) ; set about the Siege of Neisse with all 
gravity, as if it had been the most earnest operation ; which 
nobody of mankind, except three or four, doubted but it was. 
Before opening of the trenches, Leopold Young Dessau er took 
the road for Glatz Country, and the adjoining Circles of 
Bohemia; there to canton himself, peaceably according to 
contract ; and especially to have an eye upon Glatz, should 
the Klein-SchneHendorf engagement go awry in any point. 
The King in his Dialogue with Neipperg had said several 
things about Glatz, and what a sacrifice he made there for 
the sake of speedy peace, the French having guaranteed him 
Glatz, though he now forbore it. Leopold, who has with 
him some 15,000 horse and foot, cantons himself judiciously 
in those ultramontane parts, — ^ all the artillery in the Glatz 
Country ’ ; ^ — ^and we shall hear of him again, by and by, in 
regard to other business that rises there. 

Neisse is a formidable Fortress, much strengthened since 
last year ; but here is a Besieger with much better chance I 
He marked -out parallels, sent summonses, reconnoitred, 
manoeuvred, — ^in a way more or less surprising to the eye 
of Valori, who is military, and knows about sieges. Bather 
singular, remarks Valori ; good engineers much wanted here 1 
But the bombardment did finally begin : night of October 
S6th-27th, the Prussians opened fire ; and, at a terrible rate, 
cannonaded and bombarded without intermission. In point 
of fire and noise it is tremendous ; Valori trusts it may be 
effective, in spite of faults ; goes to Breslau in hope ; ‘ Yes, 
go to Breslau, mon cher Valori ; wait for me there. Neippeig 

^ Espagnac, i. 104. •GescJiichtey ii. 431; Orlich, i. 174. 
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me at once, wliy I was so heated. I made his Majesty a faithful report of 
all my disasters. He laughed much ; and advised me seriously not again 
to go out by night, and alone, beyond the circuit of Head-Quarters.’ ^ 

After four days and nights of this sublime Playhouse 
thunder (with real bullets in it, which killed some men, and 
burnt considerable property), the Neisse Commandant (not 
Roth this time, Roth is now in Brunn), — his ‘ fortnight of 
siege," October 17th to October 31st, being accomplished 
or nearly so, — ^beat chamade ; and was, after grave enough 
treatying, allowed to march away. Marched, accordingly, on 
the correct Klein-Schnellendorf terms ; most of his poor gar- 
rison deserting, and taking Prussian seiwice. Ever since which 
moment, Neisse, captured in this curious manner, has been 
Priedrich’s and his Prussia’s. 

November 1st, the Prussian soldiers entered the place; and 
Priedrich, after diligent inspection and what orders were neces- 
sary, left for Brieg on the following day; — ^where general illumi- 
nating and demonstrating awaited him, amid more serious 
business. After strict examinations, and approval of Walrave 
and his works at Brieg, he again takes the road ; enters 
Breslau, in considerable state (November 4jth) ; where many 
Persons of Quality are waiting, and the general Homaging is 
straightway to be, — or indeed should have been some days 
ago, but has fallen behind by delays in the Neisse affair. 

Tlie Breslau Huldigung ^ — ^Friedrich swom-to and homaged 
with the due solemnities as ‘ Sovereign Duke of Lower Silesia,’ 
— was an event to throw into fine temporary frenzy the 
descriptive Gazetteers, and Breslau City, overflowing with 
Quality people come to act and to see on the occasion. 
Event which can be left to the reader’s fancy, at this date. 
There were Corporations out in quantity, ^ all in cloaks,’ and 
with sublime Addresses, partly in poetry, happily rather brief. 
There were beautiful Prussian Life-guards First Battalion,*’ 
admirable to the softer sex, not to speak of the harder); 
much military resonance and splendour. Friedrich drove 
^ Biclfeld, ii. 31, 32. 
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In * Riy, »rriAgf>*iiiicig!it» horeei 

cmm-colour ’ : « very Injjli Kihu iml»«l ; nmi a very Inwy 
one, for thwMj fottr ihyn (XiivnnWr 4th.Htlt, 1741), but full 
of gxnc^ ami romlrn’en-ouit, '’Ilw itself look (.fibct 

on tJb« 7th ; »i thw fiii» ohl Itathhans, whiih 'FotiiiMt.s still 
know,-— tho w..;,-.!; •ovci'jnii.f llicinselvos 

clear away for one Jay. Am-ienl Jhieal throne juul proper 
oj)|)jtrotii;; there wa* ; utate-nwonl ^ ' lly wnntinj' : Schwerin, 
who was to act GmiiJ-Mawhal, «»i»hl tiiul no state sword, till 
Frietlrkh drew hi* own ami gave it him.* 

Ptxlewils the Miniiter said 'Mioi tlru '. not t<m much; to 
which on® Frittwit^, hen*! of a Sifeiaii h'amily «f which we 
shall know imlividiials, made pithy and pndty re pun c, Wore 
.swcjo'iinp * There were alicive Four lltindnxi of Quality pre- 
•ont, aJi in gala.* ITie • '.c . in- Fa^j.ciifl of the kliimk 

Rriedridi inji-piunuinn! a peftiiwil ; • Im|KMaibie to he a Inmlen 
to our Silesia in mu h fiaraimwi war ciivuni ifunccs, instead of 
benefactor and pitdiftor, a* wo ii»trndi*i! and inlentll’ 'I'he 
Gcrcinoiiw swcarhtjj atui all, wa* over in two hour* ; hiimireds 
of silver medals, not to H])eak of the gold mm, Hying about ; 
and Breslau giving itoelf up joyftdly to dinner and festivities. 
And, after dintior, that cu nhj!', to liluminatiott j followed by 
Wl* and Jttfdhif iutf. for Jay* after, in a highly harmonious key. 
Of th® lamps fi'donits, aitotiinbing triut .pan*iici«'s, arid glad 
symbolic JsvImi, I omiWl «ay a groat dm! ; hut will mention 
only tw% botih of comfortably cdibl# or ♦pm-.i ■edible tendency: 


1*. Tbsl! of IMvM Sebaiso, RosfeiMP by jiuif. l.m • who hsi aTrsns* 

parency larpi m Htb, reprp bis own fet Ptrsoa io tbs act of felling 

a fat Ox I to which was appciHici this ap%n^h i 

* Ifsr mir wM 4m JRfmf-.t in Pmum tn.i Hat, 
Xkmmrnmwkdimm t-i-'h^rn M'hlacttn.'' 

* Who Awm n« lb* Kiaf d! itouwia tawll, 

'■ , , ' . ; mn 1 smt Mrv« Uko lUo fot ImmI of ndl.* 


.,■ , iigawl * SsMuioKSiBiMsa'-* 

And then, 

8*. How, la totother quarter, tows wm Mk aloft in n, by «<mio Ptwhy- 


* 1. tms, io»s > U. iSjx 
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cook of patriotic turn : ‘ An actnal Ox roasted wliolo ; filled with 
pheasants, partz-idgos, grouse, hares and goose; Prztssizin Kizgle atop, 
made of roasted fowls, larks and the like,’ — unattainahle, 1 doubt, except 
for money down.’- 

On the fifth morning, 9th November, — after much work 
done during tliis short visit, much ceremonial nudicncing, 
latterly, and raising to the peerage, — Friedrich rolled-on to 
Glogau. Took accurate survey of tlie engineering and other 
interests there, for a couple of days ; thence to Berlin (noon 
of the 11th), joyfully received by Royal Family and all the 
world ; — and, as we might fancy, asking himself : * Am I 
actually home, then ; out of the enchanted jungles and their 
devilries ; safe here, and listening, I alone in Peace, to the 
universal din of War?’ Alas, no; tliat was a beautiful 
hypothesis ; too beautiful to be long credible 1 Before 
reaching Berlin, — or even Breslau, as appciu-s, — Friedrich, 
vigilantly scanning and discerning, had seen that fine hope 
as good as vanish ; and was silently busy upon the opposite 
one. 

In a fortnight hence, Hyndford, who had followed to 
Berlin, got transient sight of the King one morning, h!ust.«'uing 
through some apartment or other : ‘ “ My Lord,” said the 
King, “ the Court of Vienna has entirely divulged our secret. 
Dowager Empress Amelia” (Kaiser Joseph’s widow, mother 
of Karl Albert’s wife) “ has accjuainted the Court of Bzivaria 
with it; Wasner” (Austrian Minister at Paris) “has told 
Fleury; Sinzenclorf ” (ditto at Petersburg) “ has told the Court 
of Russia; Robinson, through Mr. Villiers” (your Saxon 
Minister), “ has told the Court of Dresden ; and several 
members of your Government in England have talked publicly 
about it 1 ” And, with a shrug of the shoulders, he left me,’ 
— standing somewhat agape there.* 

^ ii 359. 

« Hyndford*^ Despatch, Beylfe, a8th No¥emb«r 1741 1 ik Bmkw, afth 
October (secret already kcowu). 
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CHAPTER VI 

NEW MAYOU OF LANDSHUT MAKES AN INSTALLATION 

SPEECH 

The late general Homaging at Breslau, and solemn Taking 
Possession of the Country by King Friedrich, under such 
peaceable omens, had straightway, as we gather, brought 
about, over Silesia at large, or at least where pressingly need- 
ful, various little alterations, — ^rectifications, by the Prussian 
model and new rule now introduced. Of which, as it is 
better that the reader have some dim notion, if easily pro- 
curable, than none at all, I will offer him one example ; — 
itself dim enough, but coming at first-hand, in the actual or 
concrete form, and beyond disputing in whatever light or 
twilight it may yield us. 

At Landshut, a pleasant little Mountain Town, in the 
Principality of Schweidnitz, high up, on the infant River 
Bober, near the Bohemian Frontier — (English readers may see 
Qimicey Adamses description of it, and of the long wooden 
spouts which throw cataracts on you, if walking the streets 
in rain^) : — at Landshut, as in some other Towns, it had been 
found good to remodel the Town Magistracy a little; to 
make it partly Protestant, for one thing, instead of Catholic 
(and Austrian), which it had formerly been. Details about 
the ‘high controversies and discrepancies’ which had risen 
there, we have absolutely none ; nor have the special functions 
of the Magistracy, what powers they had, what work they did, 
in the least become distinct to us: we gather only that 
a certain nameless Biirgermeister (probably Austrian and 
Catholic) had, by ‘ Most gracious Royal Special-Order,’ been 

^ John Quincey Adams (afterwards President of the United States), Lett$n on 
Silesia (London, 1804). ‘The wooden spouts are now gone* (Tourisfs 
^71858). 
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ttt ieugth relit'vcci tVum hia labours), and Iherewith ‘the much 
by him |)er.secutt'd aiul alHicleci Ilmr 'I'ht-iuluru.s Sponcr’ 
been named nuigcnm-isier iiistwui. Which nspcclable Herr 
'rhtHxloniH Spcner, and along with him Herr Johaim David 
h'ischor aa aud Herr .Johuuu t’nspnr Hidfer, and 

also Herr .lohnmi .lacob Ommiiiger, as new Ibitlw (how many 
of the ok! being left I cannot say), were accordingly, on the 
4th of December 1741, publicly inshdlcd, nmi with proper 
solemnity look their places; all Ijindshut looking on, with 
the conceivable intenmt ami nslonishmcnt, almost as at a 
chang<‘ in the oblitiuiiy of the eclipl.i<\ changn- probably for 
the better. 

Ili '.pcelnble Herr Themloiajs Spelter (we hope it is Spe/icr, 
for they print him in otie of the two places, and we 

have to go l»y guess) is nmdy with an Instidhition S])iH:ch on 
the occasion; and his S|MS'ch was judged so cxeeliout, that 
they have presiTV(>d it in print. Fs it hy no means strikes 
hy it* Demosthenic or other tjualilies : meanwhile we listen to 
it with (he closest ivltenlion ; hoping, in our grt'at ignorams', 
to gather from it some grmimerings of instruction m to the 
affairs, humoui’s, dispcjsition and genemi outlook and condition 
of Umdshut, and Silesia in that juncture -and though a 
(s^ckI deal disappoinlctl, have nnulc an Ah.slmct of it in the 
English liiitgu.'if’e, which j«*rhiip» the reader too, in his grait 
ignorimc.-, will accept, in defect of better. Scene is I^ukIs- 
hut among the Giant Mountnina on the Hohemian Dorder of 
Sile.sia : an old stone 'Pown, where IIutc is fi'otn of old a 
busy tmtie in thread and linen ; 'Iknvn consisling, as is com- 
mon there, of various nniiuw wimiiiig streets conijoirable to 
spider Ic'i;,. atid of a rcamiv ecntral Market-jdnce emuparable 
to the bmly of the spider; wide irregntnr lihukit ril-ice with 
the wowlen sjanits (dry for the nionmnl) all jiiojr. ling round 
it. Time, 4 th JDecemtier 1741 (doubtless in tlio fun noon) ; 
unusual crowd of population sinnnering about the Market- 
plave, ami full audience of the Iwetter sort gravely attentive 
in the interior of the Rathhaus; Bi'irgertneister Spenejr 
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tofirtJSwr ’ to ahridgHii*nt hw* «i«i tluu-. ost warning 

given) : 

I enter, ilwn# In tlie imme nf tlie H«1f Trittiif » mi f 
te wliieh Divine Frnvlilenee liw i|ipilntetl» llie iifiii inmmi 

'titling ni a gnmt Kinic lat mlmd in#, ikmi m k *!■ 
lieiglit of Miiyiimity ill l-nmyini), **thm%^h Evrr- 

Merelful liw tliw ronfermi n|Kit» we, frral ati4 ii-!t!r|i gritulr^r 

ii 111# burilen minerleil 1 ecinf*’**'** " Up m liliili* 

«talking winwt wncwlen IwiKOftite vrry fiirelgn ta m iu i»vrrf w?iy : ir.) 
llwt liifi slitnikleri are ten w-^nk ; but Iw Iriini^ in ¥m iT,') li 

li God*« doiiif ; Witl llelimt hm rsilted H|rt!sitfr, will five ?itr#ii|clli; 

tlw eweiiilii! work firing In iln CSwr^^ will, in iirnnwte lii* Iniiiisnr, nirtl 
tke common weal. That he nmm mil nf a Wfinllpr tefltr# fClltkf# 
not farther prolwil4|' r^rterWr In ili# Haiht-fhikgpt an4 ioWterii 

to the late tymnrimia l^laynr ami It), and fia* lakcti liitii lli# 
Mayoralty of thi« Town (an evidtiit fmtt}; hit that ifw biwnir and 
teaponrahHity are dreadfully inrreated t and ihai tlw pnint i'«i $iii| 
imrmm of honour, of iMtiiy or liiciwie, hiil of hmtf 
(A ionoroui, inotV'-'ntinhnl Spi$#r; mitcli mor# Iti curiiMl ilian rraileri 
now think !) 

^ It In eaay/ Intimated he, * to itfivem a Town, if/ m mm^ har# pthafii 
4 onO| *' you follow alwply your own will, rcf-ardloai of lli» *titli* ami 
eomplahitii your auhjcrte utter for Injimilc# iimteriofmM'- ipdiforeiil In 
the thonghi that ilir eafirlr# of oiw Town la t« W glorifipil liy 

io many tlnnwaml teari' (dim ^latice tt^telli# piwl liiftery of l^iitl#liiii ?). 
*Suc.h Town Eowiign por-j»Tut»-'-. Innocunr#, itiip hh naw l« lla cry ; 
flouriihei hit iharp woufft mi# aliall «iii«|il*iiti : for ia ii iiiil 
Juitioi? ttiinki iuoh a Town Sotartign. *rim i», II# ti«« iioi 

know himitif, pcmr man ; hm had hla ty# alwaya on ih# tiwilw ©f hli 
ittbjeete tewardi him, ami rartfy or ntvtr o» hii lowardi A 

Sovtreifo Mayor that pverni liy fii^r,*^h# wiwl Hr# iti wMiilfitial fmr of 
every m% and of llmiolf wilhah A lmd § ; wwl eapW# nf ioIaI 
overturn In one day. On tlit contrary, lli« lofu of yiiti? Iiiirflmr ttil^ 
jecti : that, If you mn kindle It, will fo m Ilk# a hmnm on lr» (dm$ymk 
dtm Fmm% and ilmmi of water wonT pul it tiii* ♦ • Afiii/* Ci»t » 
now take Sp*>m;r*M mrf wmi§) If a man keep tli» f«ir of CW liit 
%jm, fttri will hi 00 ntod for any olhtr kind of ftar. 

« I will thi»fori, jm capneinny f!lgth4iOU4H:i*.4 f|#fitl#tti«i, ^tiily m 
airtol 'ill my jodloW indmvotim lo ilit htiiomr tf iii fr»| 0#l. and !» 


* i» 414 
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inviolable fidelity towards my most graciotii King and Lord *’ (Friedricli^ 
“by Becisicra of Providence — at Mollwitz and elsewhere). 

To the Citizens of this Town, from of old so dear to me, and now by 
Royal grace committed to my charge, and therefore doubly and trebly to 
be held dear, I mean to devote myself altogether. I will, on every 
occasion and occurrence, still more expressly than aforetime, stand by 
them ; and when need is, not fail to bring their case before the just 
Throne of our Anointed’' (Friedrich, by Decision of Providence). 

Justice and fairness I will endeavour under whatever complexities, to 
make my loadstar. Yes, I shall and will, by means of this my Office, 
equip myself with weapons whereby I may be capable to damp such 
humours {Intel ligentien), should such still be (but I believe there are now 
none such), as may repugn against the Royal interest, with possibility of 
being dangerous ; and to put a bridle on mouths that are unruly. And, 
to say much in little compass, I will be faithful to God, to my King and 
to this Town. 

Having now the honour and happiness to be put into an Official 
friendship with those Gentlemen who, as Burgermeisters, and as old 
and as new Members of Council, have for long years made themselves 
renowned among us, I will entertain, in respect of the former" (the 
old) a firm confidence That the zeal they have so strongly manifested 
for behoof of the most serene Archducal House of Austria will hence- 
forth burn in them for our most Beloved Land's-Prince whom God ha* 
now given us ; that the fire of their lately-plighted truth and devotion, 
towards his Royal Majesty, shall shine not in words only, but in works, 
and be extinguished only with their lives." (Can that be, O Spener 
or Speer ? Are we alarm-clocks, that need only to be wound-up, and 
told at what hour, and for whom ?) God, who puts Kings in and cast* 
them out, has given to ns a no less potent Sovereign than supremely 
loving Land’s-Father, who, by the renown of his more than royal virtues, 
had taken captive the hearts of his future subjects and children still 
sooner than even by his arms, familiar otherwise to victory, he did the 
Land. And who shall be puissant and mighty enough, now to lead men'* 
minds in a contrary direction ; to control the Most High Power, ruler 
over hearts and Lands, who had decreed it should be so ; and again to 
change this change (Hear Spener : he has taken great pains with his 
Discourse, and understands composition !) 

Tins change. High-honoured Gentlemen," of the Catholic persuasion, 
^‘‘is also for you a not unhappy one. For our now as pious as wise King 
will, especially in one most vital point, take pattern by the King of all 
Kings ; and means to be lord of his subjects only, not of the consciences 
of his subjects. He requires nothing from you but what you are already 
bound by God, by conscience and duty, to render : to wit, obedience and 
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msssI miihmt ftiwi* mkml limn 

tlilit.| 'V^Hi will v»Hir«.**hr5i ttl h^n «ii4 

pfiriftkpw nf till* lliiyiil liiuiur. N«v, mil nnnlrr ail llwi 

wfirtlii^^r lii tliat ffimrlrr*. iiii«l nnii'p mrfihsrHmi triw^nli inir 

<4vje foiiiiimiiwrpil* tli** iimrr* ymi* ll^uls t iif tliii 

i'lillHiIii* ’* ari'rpt, ^ till ^11 lr«iiktirw pf lin"n iii4 

»itiil:|% HIP iiial tlit^ lvv«inep|}»m! timlliPT ll^lli* ipiw' iPlriHiumi l*y 

rtml |mwrf i aiiiI iimliii ti^nurstsisiy tittiai*Iii' «titl 

iiviiiiiililis til iw ; ■ Mwl tlmrrliy l»iwl with m llm ippri* tlrwly tlir Ititpl nf 
fur yp afiti fi»r 

grwitly fkllpri* Ihwn iilmig with tm. 

** W4% fiir tnir piw pari* will, nim ninl piII* iilrh'ii imly to 'iyrpirw pieli 
Citlier In ithpilmm* ai«l fnilli In mir llrarlipm 'tiitin, ^V'li will^ i* 
iif tlw rilbwiry rniiimiltnl In im, f«i hpfi»ri» lliPin with 11 gmmi 
0xmnpk ; wi*i pnn*0 In all mnl ri*nry iiiin* Hint* liiflp ttiwl in W’lir iin- 
fpimhip m nnr i^, it limit, in fsttniil aii«l '-■■i ./ 4 ’i'V, r*f' fnitli 

tnwanlM Hi Mmi ih^urwl laiitr»J^riiirp^ 4t**p|f''’ 

Ai w«ll I as t\m iiilrlrai# |ilira*fcW'tlrt|iy, liml li«, 
aiiil Fiswlmr tiitil tJiiwiliticitr liiliw, hni m »iirp|iirl 

hfiiinry nf all tlirni,, In a Ir** !*^i iIip irr*?!* !), 

a Iriii Imart* al«. ate. '4)r waiihl lli# raaiirr fiatlmp i»k« In m 0 H 

in wtitmli a« a upwinmn nf ttermiiit Itiiittati-iialiira, »ii4 ili» ml Ilia## 
MIIPMiaii ipinnarH Imva In thnir yartu ^ 

** A« wall I ai** (T.) **Tiia I'ltnlar Harr Jnlmfin Fmchar* fli#^ 

tliiKnlihaii tmtlar aiul marrlmiit nf ihi# Inwii. wiw* hf hi# Ira4n»ifw in ati4 
Imynml nnr M!ai*lan Iw# itmila h*fn#t»ll' mmmumU ai»4 hy hi# 

inarit and aililraiii in imrtkwiar ** (ilftliriite limtanra^i htinwii to 

lAmlihnt, not to na) ha# iimilp hlnwlf fsaliiwl, who ha# «ww hf#ti iti* 
italleii i* !lat}wi«B«iilor ; mti al«* m** ** Tli# llinkr llrrr Jtihiiiii 

Cwpar llilftri wtlt*»iprii4 anti }i»rf| 

who for 'iwatiy ytari liai witli wad* hiltilty iiiil tlnilitie# ili* 

and who for lit Iti ihn riiiwtitislioi* 

of till* Town lia* ^ 1 * iionni*»l««|. Il«ili»*»llfrr tinl 

liii** (*T) **ThiTitttlar 4f4tnnn r?iOph*M''rsi wliilwwi A4wal# at 
l^aw In Broilftu, who, for hli gmi v^uilm I** taw, anil allil 

in th# prautbi of law, hai lioan yll 

Conncnllor mti NotaryVAdlJimol »pII I a-: ihs.-f'- 

not only Mum yoti, fllgli4i«wotir»l of all Iw^liiihl© 

^tiiftation Miti rttarii of kw# on onr ptrl | hot i« lih«wl** ^iiw all aiwl 
sundry Ih^ wytotelili liiirroti Town^owite"* r#» 

prt»»ntlnf htrt tho unlmrsal w«lkh#tefi^ tliiiiirf «if «*ir Towii|«lts«l 

wi bring » htart sliioiw, and ltilii**l only tii .atiiiliif il lli« wtifor# mi ti 

Citizoury ho loveworthy. Wi hav# ill# ii» |ii*r|^», hy piir% m* 
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to order our walk, and so to conduct our government that we may, 
one day, when summoned from our judgment-seats to answer before the 
Universal J udgment-seat of Christ, be able to say, with that pious King 
and Judge of Israel : ^Lord, thou knowest if we have walked uprightly 
before thee/ And we hope to understand that the rewards of justice, in 
that Life, will be much more than those of injustice in this. 

We believe that the Most High will, in so far, bless these our honest 
purposes and wholesome endeavours, as that the actual fruits thereof 
will in time coming, and when Peace now soon expected (which God 
grant) has returned to us, be manifest ; and that if, in our Office, as is 
common, we should rather have thorns of persecution than roses of 
recompense to expect, yet to each of us there will at last accrue praise in 
the Earth and reward in Heaven.” (Hear Spener 1 ) 

Meanwhile we will unite all our wishes. That the Almighty may 
vouchsafe to his Royal Majesty, our now All-dearest Duke and Land's- 
Father, many long years of life and of happy reign ; and maintain 
this All-highest Royal-Prussian and Elector-Brandenburgic House in 
supremest splendour and prosperity, undisturbed to the end of all 
Days ; and along with it, our Town-Council, and whole Merchantry and 
Citizenry, safe under this Prussian Sceptre, in perpetual blessing, peace 
and unity ” (what a modest prayer 1 ) : to all which may Heaven speak 
its powerful Amen ! ” ^ 

Whereupon solemn waving of hats ; indistinct sough of 
loyal murmur from the universal Landshut Population ; after 
which, continued to the due extent, they return to their 
spindles and shuttles again. 


CHAPTER VII 

FRIEDRICH PURPOSES TO MEND THE KLEIN-SCHNEIX- 
ENDORF FAILURE : FORTUNES OF THE BELLEISLE 
ARMAMENT 

We shall not dwell upon the movements of the French 
into Germany for the purpose of overwhelming Austria, and 
setting-up Four subordinate little Sovereignties to take their 
orders from Louis xv. The plan was of the mad sort, not 
^ Heldm-Geschichtey ii, 4x6-22. 
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recognised by Nature Rt al! ; the wm w'uic, expoii- 

slve, grauiHti^.f, bul vnin ntid bas»‘b“>s ; nor (lit! !hc soldier- 
ing thnt followed take ' hohl of imnitury. 

Ilmimn nnlure eaniuit iifl’tml la fnlluw (uit then- loutl in- 
nniticH ; and, ai a cerliiin distamt? of tiuie, is bmind U» forget 
them, as ephemi r i <if no aecmint in the griieral nuiu. iSillh 
cult to my what proOt human imtuw* could get out «if sm h 
transacUoiiH. There was no good soldiering on tlu* part of 
the I'Vench, eseepl hy gleams here and there ; bad soldiering 
for the most part, niul the enute was nulieally bad. lad us 
be brief with it; try to snatch fr«nn it, huge rotten heap of 
old exuvia* and forgotten noises and delirimns, whaf fractious 
of [lereiminl may turn-up for us, e.r . fidh. f.>’ f‘!n>r the nat. 

Mnillebois with his 40,000, wc have seen !u»w Ihev got to 
Oanabruck, and efTeetjnilly stilled the war-fervour of little 
George lu ; sent him home, in fact, to Ih ■! i,!;d r chcckmaleil 
man, he riding out of Osimbri'ick by om? gjdc, the h at 
the same moment marehin!', in by the other. 'I’Ihw Ikw 
Maillebois ever since, and will lie, cantoned mcr U' !. 

‘uot nearer than three leagues to the liunn.! r;. of Hanover,' 
for a year and more. 'I'herc let MiiillelKH* be, til! we see 
him called away cksewhilher ; upon which the gallant little 
George, checkmate being liftcsl, will get into mgidde military 
activity, and attempt to draw his sword n< !, with*, 

out succesa, owing to the laggard HcNh. Ul.i.h sd»«, ns 
British subjects, if not olhcru'. c, the rntdera of this Book 
will wish to see somclhinp, of. Maillebois did not quite keep 
his stipulated distance of ‘ three Imguea frmii tb« h. . ■ d irv ' 
(bdng often short of victual h and was otherwi« no good 
ncighhoiir. Among his Field -Oflicerji, there is visible (some, 
times in trouble about quarters and the like) a XIarquis <lu 
Chfltelet,— -who, I find, is Husband or Ex*IIu»band to lb« 
divine Emilie, if readew care to Uiiiik of that ! * Otliw 
known face, or point of interest for or against, d«« not turn- 
up in the Maillebois Opi ralion ia Giose parts. 

‘ Ciow/i^M (i. 4j, i93Jt »tsil French Feerafe-awki, | /% ChSttht. 
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As for the other ilill graiulfr Anny» Antiv uf the Ori- 
lliiiiiiiie as we have aillttl ^whii'h woiihl be 
were oot lie so averwhelnunl with In;.':, aiii! perHantling 

the I\)wei^ of (h'rtnntiy,— this, sijire %fe last saw il^ luw 
siniek into a new eoiirse, which it is esHcntial to iiidicfile. 
The major part of it (Four rear Divisions^ if reatha^s recol!«*rt) 
lay at tn?o)l;'^!ad!\ its I'lhire of arms; while the Vanwiinl Three 
"Diviiihuis, miller ^Iiuirice C'omte de Htat% llowetl onwiinh, join- 
ing w'itli llavariii at PasHfiu ; that* the Domm Foiinlry^ to 
fJn« iiihI farlhcfi terrifying Viemm itself; imtl driving all the 
CVmrt ii> Prr*sinirg, miih (falnthnis) ^ Marmiinr pru Mtgr 
fimim Mhrii 7*hfn\\u%'' lint with acliiid armiimeiil of Till- 
patches, Pnndonrs, Waimdiiis, llacoc'ks and the like unsightly 
lieiiiga of a pndalory milaiir nature* Which fine llim|,;:arimi 
Armament^ find olhem still more ominous, Imve been d!!!y;>’n!ly 
going oiii while Kar! AIIhtI sat enjoying hia at 

LiirWi Ilia PlMp;Hh-\i»'\vs Vienmowartl ; and asking himself, 
* Shall we venture forward, anil capture Vienna, then r" 

The ipu'B.lioti i« intrirnie, and Ihrre an^ inany Mecrel liiaai- 
inga concerned in the solution of it. Friedriciti tiefom Kleiro 
Schnelletidorf limei laid written eagerly, had mni Schmetiiiii 
with eager mesmget, * Push forwaitl ; it in fcaaililr, even mny : 
cut: the niiilter by tlie root!' they way, mm Karl 

Atherfi own noliciii*, had not the French overruled him ; ^ 

not willing, some guvm^ he should get Au^lria, mul bci'imm 
too iiiclej'wmiiciit of them nil at once. Nny, it fij'ifn'ars liiirl 
Albert lii«! iiiduccmeiifs of liis own towanls Itolitiitia riilher. 
The French lifive lind ICiir 'Farit sen to manage wilbid ; iiid 
tliew aw? iiiterfita in llriheiitk of his am! flndr;, . ciipplccr- 
cif Ilciheitim him m lirilies, Ijenidcii thfil • Kiupyh^m 

of to get his iliOtll) w;t on niarrln * fTpj'mt;-'* of 

lloliemia ? Iritertsta of KurFathseriV In tliiit (Aiiiiitry P 
iiiks Kiirl Albert with alarm: and thiriki It will lie S'lifer, 
wort hi! hitiiself pweiit lliere, while Saiotiy and Fraticf do 
■flit* flipping; in cjiifftiofi ! Siiri tiiough, hi did not puili tin, 
llclha-!c, ft'vHn flit? dwtiilicOi slontgU opinttl ollterwi^; Karl 
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AJllcrt !iil4 jrah'JiH fmn ^hmil ll*4itiiriL I' i ir^nrli’f 

'im|.K,u'!!’.ni I *•>. ■ mill ''■ iii-ul Ihr nrw rliaiH^t* 

lltfit* wr wri« f«r Karl wlUw^rt, ttn*! t}ir lluifi nf 

AiiHtriii* vtiiiifiliril witliinit rrhmi 

lifirl Altiii'l liiH'tiiriml JlHlirinian 

I'jilrrpr; i*-. : Fniirlt* h% Ih^-ir M-krtnl 

Niiiit* tlir }iwl liri'V^ Ilf thiuln-ti iirr .fill *m nvfinli llnil win 

Wr will murk fili rxnri lUtr hrtr «fr«l Ihrtr, 1^,% ii%r*! |»rniil 
fur tin* mMi«n‘"s ffinrv. Knrl AU*rrl, lu* liiiil ml wiiiir 

«lx Wrf‘k« nl IJli/s allimt tliTr^' fiui*-*’ lliiil 

tllffr Ifirliilwr fill;," Siiingmjtrv Siiirfr^l^n l/jij>rr ; 

iivrr t« Viriiiin ntnl iHi* iVnmiwI f,/uiil in i^rnrml 
Ami tlinl tirif* l*n.gii!i"Virw %tm nil hr nrr Innl iif it Clf 
Aimlrifiii w filhrr rriiii|iirsiit,!i wtli.!)' m f • ■.'■■'■ ■ ‘n tlirrr rmtit 
tci Itiiti III tlii» Ativrntnn^ ; ■ mnmj i|tmii!i!ir?i Ihry 

all |iriiv>«:i Ffir a frw wr*?k» nntr'r, lhr,rr arr, hlrii4fil wiltl 
Awfiil poili-nf,'., an u.t^ or lwii in nihrr 

tew; fifl.,rr whirh* iinlhiiig tail iilurk litimir mnl iii»|^riiri*, 
<lri'}K‘n!n‘r illtii ntter iterknr«.t, for tlir jimir iwili, 

m im iiiiiiKiir?ir\ ; hut tlir }ii«ir Irarir*^* 

tetnptiil iiliift ill tiiiit fimiiiirr inici Ih# mnir'?!! rlriiiriit:«i* anil 

iiielliiig at iwi*© ttilii f|iiilk anti h a tmgir rwlitf * 

I^t Hi til 0 iir tiatei : 

fl# *riir IkvarUii «lio li©>l imin »l w\ ifiit 

llmiill icitat llr#i»| furli? lalli!* fnnn ^Ir-finn «tn4 l,h» fill 

niiier wijf nftia «.liii.f'| 2 i ©» Ip©, ■«.# *ii'rrilr»#r'4, 

llti p^rlm Tiilllitr all ihr |iipllp|*!ii ai# iifi* 

Imiinil; atiiipiiiiy ilitfn l* m 'li# #,1 , fwr rf««|iii»t 

of tliiil Country, i« itno Aopiriai ni im 

Bixr, w|i« li««i liilri »t Hi l•a|trll, a m$mh la mitiiiwiiftl nf li# 

wiili Hill Viiiwifii of ilio fr#il IlrllpWa ks^ilrml »t tli# 

mm§ tifii# I md fiillwwtti (tiirl AlWn In putM*#* mm* »«li 

it * hiiiily liy puralbl mmitk Ta IVaf m»f Iw 2 imi ■itnlf*,,. 

A«rt» lilt Mwinliirlilwff Caiitiiry^ ant of ioi« Iteiiifirii,, 

towirfi Friif* At lliitlwib,, or l^iwiNiti ihul «nil I'iltor, mf iiiir 

iiW Miiitl 7JTO*i| of itliirli wf pliall hmr tmkm l« lli#« ; T««iii 
lm|H>rtiiut If llifir Irilricilf iinrlmiiaittil mf fmk mi li»f , fm mp 
tliii|wltt|i of iht mm ^ml III# 
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Van ward of Belleisle, halt a little^ till the other parties, who are likewise 
on march, get within distance. 

^For in these same days, as hinted above, the Rearward of the Belleisle 
Army (Four Divisions, strength not accurately given) pushes forward 
from Donauworth, well rested, through the Bavarian Passes, towards 
Bohemia and Prag : these have a longer march (say 250 miles), to north- 
east ; and the leader of them is one Polastron, destined unhappily to 
meet us on a future occasion. With them go certain other Bavarians ; 
accompanying or preceding, as in the Van ward case. And then the 
Saxons (21,000 strong, a line little Army, all that Saxony has) are, at the 
same time, come across the Metal Mountains {Erzgebirge) ^ in quest of 
those Bohemian clippings, of that Kingdom of Moravia ; and march from 
the westward upon Prag, — Rutowsky leading them. Comte de Rutowsky, 
Comte de Saxe's Half-Brother, one of the Three-hundred and fifty-four : 
— with whom is Chemlier de Saxe, a second younger ditto ; and I think 
there is still a third, who shall go unnamed. In this grand Oriflamme 
Expedition, Four of the Royal-Saxon Bastards altogether.* Who cost us 
more distinguishing than they are worth ! 

Chief General of these Saxons, says an Authentic Author, is Rutowsky ; 
got from a Polish mother, I should guess : he commands in chief here ; 
— once had a regiment under Friedrich Wilhelm, for a while ; but has 
not much head for strategy, it may be feared. But mark that Fourth 
individual of the Three-hundred and fifty-four, who has a great deal. 
Fourth individual, called Comte de Saxe, who is now in that French 
Vanward a good way to east, was (must I again remind you !) the produce 
of the fair Aurora von Konigsmark, Sister of the Konigsmark who 
vanished instantaneously from the light of day at Hanover long since, 
and has never reappeared more. It was in search of him that Aurora, 
who was indeed a shining creature (terribly insolvent all her life, whose 
charms even Charles xii. durst not front), came to Dresden ; and, — in 
this Comte de Saxe, men see the result. Tall enough, restless enough ; 
most eupeptic, brisk, with a great deal of wild faculty,— running to 
waste, nearly all. There, with his black arched eyebrows, black swift 
physically-smiling eyes, stands Monseigneur le Comte, one of the 
Btrongest-bodied and most dissolute-minded men now living on our 
Planet. He is now turned of forty : no man has been in such adven- 
tures, has swum through such seas of transcendent eupepticity deter- 
mined to have its fill. In this new Quasi-sacred French Enterprise, 
under the Banner of Belleisle and the Chateauroux, he has at last, after 
many trials, unconsciously found his culmination ; and will do exploits 
of a wonderful nature, — ^very worthy of said Banner and its patrons. 

^ Here, then, are Three streams or Armaments pouring forward upon 
Prag; perhaps some 60,000 men in all: — a good deal uncertain what 
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they are to do at Prag^ except arrive Bimnltaneously bo far as possible. 
Belleisle^ far off^ has fallen sick in these critical days. Comte de Saxe 
cannot see his way in the matter at all : What are we to live upon^ 
asks Comte de Saxe^, were there nothing more !” — Foi% simultaneously 
with these Three Armaments on march, there is an important Austrian 
one, likewise on the road for Prag : that of Grand-Duke Franz, who has 
left Presburg, with say 80,000 (including the Pandour element) ; and 
duly meets the Neipperg, or late Silesian Army ; — well capable, now, to 
do a stroke upon the Three Armaments, if he be speedy? November 
7th'' it was when Grand-Duke Franz picked up Neipperg, at Frating, 
deep in Moravia (November 7th, the very day while Friedrich was 
getting homaged in Breslau), and turned him north-westward again. 
The Grand-Duke, in such strength, marches Prag-ward what he can ; 
might be there before the French, were he swift ; and is at any rate in 
disagreeable proximity to that Budweis-Tabor Country, appointed as 
one's halting-place.’ 

And Belleisle, in these critical days, is — consider it ! — ^Poor Belleisle, 
he has all the Election Votes ready ; he has done unspeakable labours in 
the diplomatic way ; and leaves Europe in ebullition and conflagration 
behind him. He has all these Armies in motion, and has got rid of 
that Moravia,’' — given it to Saxony, who adds the title ^^King of 
Moravia" to his other dignities, and has set on march those 21,000 men. 

Would he were ready with them 1 " Belleisle had been saying, ever 
since the Treaty for them, — ^Treaty was, September 19th. Belleisle, to 
expedite him, came to Dresden' (what day is not said, but deep in 
October); ^intending next for tbe Prag Country, there to commence 
General, the diplomacies being satisfactorily done. Valori ran over from 
Berlin to wait upon him there. Alas, the Saxons are on march, or 
nearly so ; but the great man himself, worn-down with these Herculean 
labours, has fallen into rheumatic fever ; is in bed, out at Hubertsburg 
(serene Country Palace of his Moravian Polish Majesty) ; and cannot get 
the least well, to march in person with the Three Armaments, with the 
flood of things he has set reeling and whirling at such rate. 

'The sympathies of Valori go deep at this spectacle. The Alcides, 
who was carrying the axis of the world, fallen down in physical rheu- 
matism I But what can sympathies avail ? The great man sees the Saxons 
march without him. The great man, getting no alleviation firom physi 
cians, determines, in his patriotic heroism, to surrender glory itself; 
writes home to Court, "Iliat he is lamed, disabled utterly ; that they 
must nominate another General.” And they nominate another ; nomi- 
nate Broglio, the fat choleric Marshal, of Italian breed and physiog- 
nomy, whom we saw at Strashurg last year, when Friedrich was there. 
Broglio will qmt Strashurg too soon, and came. A man fierce in 
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they are to do at Prag, except arrive simultaneously so far as possible. 
Belleisle^ far has fallen sick in these critical days. Comte de Saxe 
cannot see his way in the matter at all : What are we to live upon/’ 
asks Comte de Saxe, were there nothing more ! ” — For, simultaneously 
with these Three Armaments on march, there is an important Austrian 
one, likewise on the road for Prag : that of Grand-Duke Franz, who has 
left Presburg, with say 80,000 (including the Pandour element); and 
duly meets the Neipperg, or late Silesian Army ; — well capable, now, to 
do a stroke upon the Three Armaments, if he be speedy? November 
7th ” it was when Grand-Duke Franz picked up Neipperg, at Frating,” 
deep in Moravia (November 7th, the very day while Friedrich was 
getting homaged in Breslau), and turned him north-westward again. 
The Grand-Duke, in such strength, marches Prag-ward what he can ; 
might be there before the French, were he swift ; and is at any rate in 
disagreeable proximity to that Budweis-Tabor Country, appointed as 
one’s halting-place/ 

And Belleisle, in these critical days, is — consider it ! — ^ Poor Belleisle, 
he has all the Election Votes ready ; he has done unspeakable labours in 
the diplomatic way ; and leaves Europe in ebullition and conflagration 
behind him. He has all these Armies in motion, and has got rid of 
^Hhat Moravia,” — given it to Saxony, who adds the title ^^King of 
Moravia ” to his other dignities, and has set on march those 21,000 men. 

Would he were ready with them!” Belleisle had been saying, ever 
since the Treaty for them, — ^Treaty was, September 19th. Belleisle, to 
expedite him, came to Dresden* (what day is not said, but deep in 
October) ; ^ intending next for the Prag Country, there to commence 
General, the diplomacies being satisfactorily done. Valori ran over from 
Berlin to want upon him there. Alas, the Saxons are on march, or 
nearly so ; but the great man himself, worn-down with these Herculean 
labours, has j^iUen into rheumatic fever ; is in bed, out at Hubertsburg 
(serene Country P^ce of his Moravian Polish Majesty) ; and cannot get 
the least well, to march in person with the Three Armaments, with the 
flood of things he has set reeling and whirling at such rate. 

^The sympathies of Valori go deep at this spectacle. The Alcides, 
who was carrying the axis of the world, fallen down in physical rheu- 
matism ! But what can sympathies avail ? The great man sees the Saxons 
march without him. The great man, getting no alleviation from physi 
cians, determines, in his patriotic heroism, to surrender glory itself; 
writeB home to Court, ^"That he is lamed, disabled utterly ; that they 
must nominate another GeneraL** And they nominate another ; nomi- 
nate Bn^lio, toe M choleric Marshal, of Italian breed and physiog- 
nomy, whom we at Strasburg last year, when Friedrich was there. 
Brc^lio will quit Strasburg too soon, and came. A men flerce in 
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fighting, skilled too in tactics ; totally incompetent in strategy^ or the 
art of leading armies, and managing campaigns; — defective in intelli- 
gence indeed, not wise to discern ; dim of vision, violent of temper ; 
subject to sudden cranks, a headlong, very positive, loud, dull and 
angry kind of man ; with whose tumultuous imbecilities the great 
Belleisle will be sore tried by and by. reckon this,*’ Valori says, 

the root of all our woes ” ; this Letter which the great Belleisle 
wrote home to Court. Let men mark it, therefore, as a cardinal point, — 
and snatch out the date, when they have opportunity upon the Archives 
of France.^ 

^ Monseigneur the Comte de Saxe, before quitting the Vienna Countries, 
had left some 10,000 French and Bavarians, posted chiefly in Linz, under 
a Comte de Segur, to maintain those Donau Conquests, which have cost 
only the trouble of marching into them. Count Edievenhuller has ceased 
working at the ramparts of Vienna, nothing of siege to be apprehended 
now, civic terror joyfully vanishing agaui ; and busies himself collecting 
an Army at Vienna, with intent of looking into those same French 
Segurs, before long. It is probable the so-called Conquests on the 
Donau will not be very permanent. 

^November The Three Belleisle Armaments, Karl Albert’s 

first, have, simultaneously enough for the case, amved on three sides 
of Prag ; and lie looking into it, — extremely uncertain what to do when 
there. To Comte de Saxe, to Schmettau, who is still here, the outlook 
of this grand Belleisle Army, standing shelterless, provisionless, grim 
winter at hand, long hundreds of miles from home or help, is in the 
highest degree questionable, though the others seem to make little of it: 

Fight the Grand-Duke when he comes,” say they ; beat him, and — ” 
^^Or suppose, he won’t fight Or suppose, we are beaten by him?” 
answer Saxe and Schmettau, like men of knowledge, in the same boat 
with men of none. ^^We have no strong place, or footing in this 
Country : what are we to do ? Take Prag I ” advises Comte de Saxe, 
with earnestness, day after day.* ^^Take Prag: but how?” answer 
they. By escalade, by surprise, and sword in hand,” answers he : 
'^Ogilvy their General has but 3,000, and is perhaps no wizard at his 
trade: we can do it, thus and thus, and then farther thus; and I per- 
ceive we are a lost Army if we don’t I” So counsels Maurice Comte de 
Saxe, brilliant, fervent in his military views ; — and, before it is quite too 
late, Schmettau and he persuade Karl Albert, persuade Rutowsky chief 
of the Saxons ; and Count Polastron, Gaisson or whatever subaltern 
Counts there are, of French type, have to accede, and be saved in spite 
of themselves. And so, , 

* See Valori, i. 13 1. 

* His Letters on it to Karl Albert and others (in Espagnac, I 94-99)- 
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Kuf Uaiens, i»«l thu FVeinh intnulimis towartls him. 'I'his 
new* fnim iVug, ■" Fmg htunisoHmly tnptuml, if Vienna hatl 
l«fn fuolisht'k 111 ;*!t-,-t«-ih put him npon a m-w AdvenUiro, of 
which in following Chiiptcn* we uhal! iioar mmx‘. 


*/%r Frrnfh mfr in Prn^ ; KnimiaM Jttxt tinning m 

tJraini*I)wke FVanas, with that rfr!jnH tiihlt> aimwnt of Army 
umlcr him, ought surely to have asivanml on Frag, and done 
some ati'ok® of war for relief of it, wliilc lime yet wa». 
i*r«mMH»k« Franr., his Brother KarS with him ami his old 
'!‘ntttr Ni ipjn r-', Imth of whom are thought to have some 
skill in war, did ailvance accordiugly. But then withal there 
wa» risk at Frag } and h« always jmuswl again, and waited to 
consider. From i“’mting, on the iClh,' he bad got to 
NMih-iu., unite acrcwi Mkhren into Bohemian ground and 
there joitml with Lnhkowiti and what Bohemian force there 
waa t hy this time an Array which you would have called 
mueit ’.{iimgcr than lire Frenck Forward, therefore! Yes; 
but with j«iu»«, with considerations. Ihiuse of two days at 
Nciihttu* ; thence to 'Fnlmr (fametl Zisca's 'I’ahor), a safe post, 
whore agidn pause thivc days. Fronr Tahor is broad high- 
way to Frag, only •*(aty miles off now ; Min wmg their 
wmlutioii to the Mtictdng point, Clrand-Diike aiwl Consorts 
advanw at length with iised determination, all Friday, all 
Satimlay (November 'i lth, SlSth), part si Sunday too, not 
tlrinking it shall b« only part j and their light troops are 
almost within sight of Frag, whe««-they leam that Frag is 
icalatietl the night l«*fore, and tjuite settled*, that there is 
nothing escejft deitmetioa to be looked far in Fmg ! Back 

^ Eipi^tinei i* if* 


mu w* 


t 


290 FIRST SILESIAN WAR ENDS [BOOKXiri 

[25th Nov. 174; 

again, therefoi'e, to the Tabor-and-Budweis land. Thej 
strike into that boggy broken country about Budweis, some 
120 miles south of Prag; and will there wait the signs oJ 
the times. 

Grand-Duke Franz had seen war, under Seckendorf, undei 
lA'’alli.s and otherwise, in the disastrous Turk Countries ; but, 
though willing enough, was never much of a soldier : as tc 
Neipperg, among his own men especially, the one cry is, He 
ought to go about his business out of Austrian Armies, as 
an imbecile and even a traitor. ^ Is it conceivable thal 
Friedrich could have beaten us, in that manner, except bj 
buying Neipperg in the first place ? Neipperg and the 
generality of them, in that luckless Silesian Business ? Glogau 
scaladed with the loss of half-a-dozen men ; Brieg gone within 
a week ; Neisse ditto : and Mollwitz, above all, where, in spite 
of Romer and such Florse-charging as was never seen, we had 
to melt, dissolve, and roll away in the glitter of the evening 
sun ! ’ The common notion is, they are traitors, partial- 
traitors, one and all.^ — Poor Neipperg he has seen hard 
service, had ugly work to do : it was he that gave away 
Belgrad to the Turks (so interpreting his orders), and the 
Grand Vizier, calling him Dog of a Giaour, spat in his face, 
not far from hanging him; and the Kaiser and Vienna 
people, on his coming home, threw him into prison, and were 
near cutting-off his head. And again, after such sleety 
marchings through the Mountains, he has had to dissolve at 
Mollwitz ; float away in military deluge in the manner we 
saw. And now, next winter, here is he lodged among the 
upland bogs at Budweis, escorted by mere curses. What a 
life is the soldier’s, like other men’s ; what a master is the 
world I Aulic Cabinet is not all- wise ; but may readily be 
wiser than the vulgar, and, with a Maria Theresa at its head, 
it is incapable of truculent impiety like that. Neipperg, 
guilty of not being a Eugene, is not hanged as a traitor ; 
but placed quietly as Commandant in Luxemburg, spends 
^ Gutrrt d€ Bohhru, saspiiis. 
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Broglio had an unquiet Winter of it in his new command ; 
and did not extend his quarters, but the contrary. 

Broglio has a Bivouac of Pisek; Khevenhiiller looks-in upon 
the Donau Conquests 

Grand-Duke Franz edged himself at last a little out of 
that Tabor-Budweis region, and began looking Prag-ward 
again;— hung about, for some time, with his Hungarian 
light-troops scouring the country ; but still keeping Prag 
respectfully to right, at seventy miles distance. December 
28th, to Broglio’s alarm, he tried a night-attack on Pisek, 
the chief French outpost, which lies France-ward too, and 
might be vital. But he found the French (Broglio having 
got warning) unexpectedly ready for him at Pisek, drawn- 
up in the dark streets there, with torrents of musketry ready 
for his Pandours and him; — and entirely failed of Pisek. 
Upon which he turned eastward to the Budweis-Tabor 
fastnesses again ; left Brother Karl as Commander in those 
parts (who soon leaves Lobkowitz as Substitute, Vienna in 
the idle winter-time being preferable); — left Brother Karl, 
and proceeded in person, south, towards the Donau Countries, 
to see how Khevenhiiller might be prospering, who is in the 
field there, as we shall hear. 

Of Pisek and the night-skirmish at Pisek, glorious to_ 
France, think all the Gazettes, I should have said nothing, 
were it not that Marechal Broglio, finding what a narrow miss 
he had made, established a night-watch there, or bivouac, 
for six weeks to come ; such as never was before or since : 
Cavalry and Infantry, in quantity, bivouacking there, in the 
environs of Pisek, on the grim Bohemian snow or snow- 
slush, in the depth of winter, nightly for six weeks, without 
whisper of an enemy at any time ; whereby the Marechal 
did save Pisek (if Pisek was ever again in danger), but froze 
horse and man to the edge of desteuction or into' it ; so tiiat 
the ‘Bivouac of Pisek’ became proverbial in French Mess- 
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Rt « very rnjiiil rate. * Khevcahiiller, here »s iiKvays, wiwi eon* 
sniiinuite in hi» rhoire of j>t»»t»,* suys Lloyd ; ’—-discovered 
wheiti the tiiirritu of the Husinejis lay, and how to handle the 
same. By » hwice of |iost», hy silent energy and military skill, 
Khevenhltlh'f very ntjiidly sweejw* Sdgnr Imck ; and shuts him 
Uji in I in*, 'rhero fk^gur, since the first days of January, is 
■ to K h j!j ir.idin-', himself i * wtsiging beams from house 
to lioiiie, arnnts the streets ' :-—and hoj«m to get jiroveion, 
the Ikiiiau and the Bavarian streams ladiig still o})en behind 
•dm ; and to hold out a little. It will he ladler if he do, 

» ji.iia!!, fur poor Karl Alheil and Ids poor Bavaria! 
Khevrnhnlh r hit» also dclaehetl through the 'I’yiol a (kmewd 
von Barenklan (Wrio '.'i c/fne, much heani of henceforth in th«»e 
Wart), who ha* 1 regnlur^ ; mid much ilttMir-folk 

under Woody Ment*ei : aensa the 'lyitd, we say; to fall-in 
u{Hin llavuia and Monchon itself i whidh titey m too like 
doing with efleet (Joght not Karl Albert to b« upon the 
roatl again f What a thing, were tire Kaiser Elect tak'Wi 
priMitwr by Fandoum ! 

• iViMi rr tU 11. Sj, tie. 

» G«ai 1*1 14«.yd, Vmn' ««. {inei4*ae*ll}ii lomswkiwh 
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In fine, within a short two weeks or so, Karl Albert quits 
Mlinchen, as no safe place for him ; comes across to Mann- 
heim to his Cousin Philip, old Kur-Pfalz, whom we used to 
know, now extremely old, but who has marriages of Grand- 
daughters, and other gaieties, on hand ; which a Cousin and 
prospective Kaiser, — especially if in peril of his life, — might 
as well come and witness. This is the excuse Karl Albert 
makes to an indulgent Public ; and would fain make to 
himself, but cannot. Barenklau and Khevenhliller are too 
indisputable. Nay, this rumour of Friedrich’s ^ Peace with 
Austria,’ divulged Bargain of Klein-Schnellendorf, if this also 
(horrible to think) were true — ! Which Friedrich assures 
him it is not. Karl Albert writes to Friedrich, and again 
writes ; conjuring him, for the love of God, To make some 
thrust, then, some inroad or other, on those man-devouring 
Khevenhlillers ; and take them from his, Karl Albert’s, throat 
and his poor Country’s. Which Friedrich, on his own score, 
is already purposing to do. 


CHAPTER VIII 

FRIEDRICH STARTS FOR MORAVIA, ON A NEW 
SCHEME HE HAS 

The Austrian Court had not kept Friedrich’s secret of 
Klein-Schnellendorf, hardly even for a day. It was whispered 
to the Dowager Empress, or Empresses ; who whispered it, or 
wrote it, to some other high party ; by whom again as usual : 
— ^in fact, the Austrian Court, having once got their Neip- 
perg safe to hand, took no pains to keep the secret ; but hsul 
probably an interest rather in letting it filter out, to set 
Friedrich and his Allies at variance. At all events, in the 
space of a few weeks, as we have seen, the rumour of a Treaty 
l^tween Austria and Friedrich was everywhere rife; Fried- 
rich, as he had engaged, everywhere denying it, and indeed 
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clearly perceiving that there was like to be no ground for 
acknowledging it. The Austrian Court, instead of ^com- 
pleting the Treaty before Newyear'^s-day,’ had broken the 
previous bargain ; evidently not meaning to complete ; intent 
rather to wait upon their Hungaxaan Insurrection, and the 
luck of War. 

There is now, therefore, a new turn in the game. And 
for this also Friedrich has been getting the fit card ready ; 
and is not slow to play it. Some time ago, November 4th, 
*— pro{)erly November 1st, hardly three weeks since that of 
Klein-Schnellendorf, — finding the secret already out whis- 
pei'ed ^of at Breslau, S8th October,’ casually testifies Hynd- 
ford), he had tightened his bands with France;, had, on 
November 4th, formally acceded to Karl Albert’s Treaty 
with France.^ Glatz to be his : he will not hear of wanting 
Glatz ; nor of wanting elsewhere the proper Boundary for 
Schlesien, ‘Neisse River both banks’ (which Neipperg had 
agreed to, in his late Sham-Bargain) ; — quite strict on these 
preliminaries. 

And furthermore, Kur-Sachsen being now a Partner in 
that French-Bavarian Treaty, — and a highly active one (with 
21,000 in the field for him), who is ‘King of Moravia’ 
withal, and has some considerable northern Paring of Bohemia 
throwi3L-in, by way of ‘ Road to Moravia,’ — Friedrich made, 
at the same time, special Treaty with Kur-Sachsen, on the 
points specially mutual to them ; on the Boundary point, first 
of all. Which latter Treaty is dated also November 1st, and 
was * ratified November 8th.’ 

Treaty otherwise not worth reading; except perhaps as 
it sl|OWs us Friedrich putting, in his brief direct way, Kur- 
Sachsep at once into Austria’s place, in regard to Ober- 
Schlesien. ‘ Boundary between your Polish Majesty and me 
to be the River Neisse pitta a full German mile ’ ; — which (to 
Belleisle's surprise) the Polish Majesty is willing to accept ; 
and consents, farther, Friedrich being of succinct turn, That 

^ Accession agreed to, * Frankfurt, Nov. ist,* 1741 j ratified *Nov. 4th.’ 
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Commissioners go directly and put-down the boundary-stones, 
and so an end. ‘ Let the Silesian matter stand where it 
stood,’ thinks Friedrich : ‘ since Austria will not, will you ? 
Put-down the boundary-pillars, then ! ’ — an interesting little 
glance into Friedrich’s inner man. And a Prussian Boundary 
Commissioner, our friend Nussler the man, did duly appear ; 
— whom perhaps we shall meet, — though no Saxon one quite 
did.^ It is this boundary clause, it is Friedrich’s little de- 
cision, * Put-down the pillars, then,’ that alone can now in- 
terest any mortal in this Saxon Bargain; the clause itself, 
and the bargain itself, having quite broken-down on the Saxon 
side, and proved imaginary as a covenant made in dreams. 
Could not be helped, in the sequel ! — 

Meanwhile, the preliminary diplomacies being done in this 
manner, Friedrich had ordered certain of his own Forces to 
get in motion a little ; ordered Leopold, who has had endless 
nicety of management, since the French and Saxons came into 
those Bohemian Circles of his, to go upon Glatz ; to lay fast 
hold of Glatz, for one thing. And farther eastward, Schwerin, 
by order, has lately gone across the Mountains ; seized Trop- 
pau, Friedenthal; nay,01mutz itself, the Capital of Mahren, 
— in one day (December 27th), garrison of Olmiitz being too 
weak to resist, and the works in disx'epair. ‘ In Heaven’s 
name, what are your intentions, then ? ’ asked the Austrians 
there. ^ Peaceable in the extreme,’ answered Schwerin, ^ if 
only yours are. And if they are not — 1’ — There sits 
Schwerin ever since, busy strengthening himself, and maintains 
the best discipline ; waiting farther orda:^. 

‘ The Austrians will not complete their bargain of Bdein- 
Schnellendorf ? ’ thinks this young King : ‘ Very well ; we 
will not press them to completion. We will not ourselves 
complete, should they now press. We will try another 
method, and that without loss of time.’ — It was a pungent 
reflection w»th Friedrich that Karl Albert had not pushed 
forward on Vienna, from Linz that time, but had blindly 
^ Biisching, B^ytrdge, i. 239 (§ i^iisskr). 
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turned-off to the left, and thrown away his one chance. 
^ Cannot one still mend it ; cannot one still do something 
of the like ? thinks Friedrich now : ‘ Schwerin in Ohniitz , 
Prussian Troops cantoned in the Highlands of Silesia, or over 
in Bohemia itself, near the scene of action ; the Saxons east- 
ward as far as Teutschbrod, still nearer ; the French trium- 
phant at Prag, and reinforcement on the road for them : a 
combined movement on Vienna, done instantly and with an 
impetus ! That is the thing Friedrich is now bent upon ; 
nor will he, like Karl Albert, be apt to neglect the hour of 
tide, which is so inexorable in such operations. 

At Berlin, accordingly, he has been hurrying-on his work, 
inspection, preparation of many kinds, — Marriage of his 
Brother August Wilhelm, for one business;^ — and (January 
18th), after a stay of two months, is off fieldward again, on 
this new project. To Dresden, first of all ; Saxony being an 
essential element ; and Valori being appointed to meet him 
there on the French side. It is January 20th, 1742, when 
Friedrich arrives : due Opera festivities, ^ triple salute of all 
the guns,’ fail not at Dresden; but his object was not these 
at all Polish Majesty is here, and certain of the warlike 
Bastard Brothers home from Winter-quarters, Comte de Saxe 
for one ; Valori also, punctually as due ; and little Graf von 
Briihl, highest-dressed of human creatures, who is factotum in 
this Court. 

‘Your Polish Majesty, by treaty and title you are King 
of Moravia withal : now is the time, now or never, to become 
so in fact ! Forward with your Saxons : ’ urges Friedrich : 
‘ The Austrians and their Lobkowitz are weak in that 
Country: at Iglau, just over the Moravian border, they have 
formed a Magazine ; seize that, snatch it from Lobkowitz : 
that gives us footing and basis there. Forward with 
Saxons ; Valori gives us so-many French ; I myself will join 

J Mh January 174a (in Bielfeld, It 55-69, exuberant account of the Ceremony, 
and of B.'i part in it). 
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with 20,000 : swift, steady, all at once ; we can seize Moravia^ 
who knows if not Vienna itself, and for certain drive a stroke 
right home into the very bowels of the Enemy ! ’ That is 
Friedrich’s theme from the first hour of his arrival, and during 
all the four-and- twenty that he stayed. 

In one hour, Polish Majesty, who is fonder of tobacco and 
pastimes than of business, declared himself convinced ; — and 
declared also that the time of Opera was come ; whither the 
two Majesties had to proceed together, and suspend business 
for a while. Polish Majesty himself was very easily satisfied ; 
but with the others, as Valori reports it, the argument was 
various, long and difficult. ^ Winter time ; so dangerous, so 
precarious,’ answer Briihl and Comte de Saxe : There is this 
danger, this uncertainty, and then that other; — which the 
King and Valori, with all their eloquence, confute. ‘ Impos- 
sible, for want of victual,’ answers Maurice at last, driven into 
a corner : ^ Iglau, suppose we get it, will soon be eaten ; then 
where is our provision ? ’ — ^ Provision ? ’ answers Valori : 
^ There is M. de Sechelles, Head of our Commissariat in 
Prag; such a Commissary never was before.’ *And you 
consent, if I take that in hand ? ’ urges Friedrich upon them. 
They are obliged to consent, on that proviso. Friedrich 
undertakes Sechelles ; the Enterprise cannot now be I'efused.^ 
^ Alert, then ; not a moment to be lost ! Good-night ; au 
my noble friends 1 ’ — and to-morrow, many hours before 
daybreak, Friedrich is off for Prag, leaving Dresden to awaken 
when it can 

At Prag he renews acquaintance with his' old maladroit 
Strasburg friend, Marechal de Broglio, not with increase of 
admiration, as would seem; declines the demonstrations and 
civilities of Broglio, business being urgent ; finds M. de 
S&helles to be in truth the supreme of living Commissaries 
(ready, in words which Friedrich calls golden, ^ to make the 
impossible possible’) : ‘ Only march, then, noble Saxons ; 
swift ! ’ — and dashes-off again, next morning, to north-east- 
^ (Euvres d& Friddric^ ii. 170 ; Valori, i. 139 ; etc. etc. 
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Wrini, f rfiiitMiiior’id t » iA|/-*Wiirfl 

t\V tu hr iriuU ^vilh ||$^ ihui f^hiirr rtf fliriilliiir; t«i 

tli^iiiy ill f*»r Juiuiiiry iiriil 

ollirr I'-*-. yilli, ^'hit'll h rlMHilirn* wi 

liiiliitilr A iliiy* lii^ nmtr gtr« iitirtlt ti# lihit/, ii hiiiiiirwl 
iiiilrt ttH'iiy* iiiiiitHg lli«^ intriritrit*^ ttf llit* Mniiiiliiiii^ 

iiiitirr iiilr nf* ihf* iliglihiiuU; wiltl miilr fur winter 

if I hr* yming King tiny rtiiite. Friiiii Ikiiiiii 

liillirr find fiirllii»r» U* iinsy liiivi! gnin* wril-idgli lii.^ 
iliiiidreil iiiilr?4 witliiii tliif wi?«4 ; npliiiig nil f»tiirt»i 

my III fniir in Itin wiiilur iiiifriiitigh ihiirig etiiiiisii tnijdneys 
tlw iiirlt w ht nfiwli ftbtig* 

(Jifttif), n iniiilr^wi^lerfi iiimiiitaiiimin A|»pi'’!iitu.:-r io SiliMti 
«liiilliii|l nil MnmtiA liiiil llnliriniii, in ii niiiiill ulrniig Country; 
iij»ii ii'iiirlif tw the firat Friiilriili liiiimi wx* lyivi* mil 
liiiii ; A.diittfh:* it. Imh M r\|H'a-r‘, friiiii tin* Atj fruitis 

»itii;» they wilt mit iMrgfiitn Fur he rintfi %Hihyl4ifit : a yimr 
jign# ytiii iiiigtit tiAte imit him wiili hb lIMhOOtl to Ijoot^ for 
tilt oil# Ihieliy of ; and now— I At Gfnti or In 

tlie«? niJja»iit Ifolititiiiiii jmrtu, ttw Yciiitig l^mmwr haii Im^ii 
oil iliityi tiiiiy twr $inm tli© lult Hitgt of Nekst; 

Cflutii Ttiwo til® Young I,fca«yer iooii got| wlien cmterdls 
Towili r*rjrrJa!jtn.r, Tmif «oy ^ iJl ii ||}»| «-«»!! hilt tilt lligll 
imoiifitniii Ftirlwiw of tl» I'owri of Ctliit/.h with ib 

illfhiirriirtl Aiiitriari Garriwiti iliiit-iiji then?, which lit ii 
^'r'nth^y; nnf hy liiingtr* Wt nintnditr the liltit Mol© fowii 
Valfirii V'. jntrlrf^ * Ihoft give htiii ftliif^i If you ma 
ix^tliiy Itriji it ! * III lib hite^l tiwtlei wtlli ttiii Fwticii iffldi 
thtir All}«% Friwlrlch hm very t'xpn-vdy h..r;-uhiril for tibi 
ihmt'iry Cwill tten |m| fnonty ter it)s* siii todttofwinrf to 
luivi it^ wlifii tht Al»triaii« Oiit tali to har|.,f?iutnig. Of 
Olftti now ftttipg Inu^in-red^oiif. by L»poM% 

!hdaihnoiif> I will mf fortiitr» imigh FrWrici 
tli« Httli at that it ilmnli on a 

* Cfiwrw i* If* 
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wirpwl rcirk, girt liy tlw^ grim itilriiMlr liilh, #1111! llsiii 1 
the Ar«iiiih tit futiiiUnH n^mliluyi* iir:H #1 fr:t^iiii Uriir 

wliiell reiiilrfs liiiif iiiivi* iierini tif. ll> U4'u i"» rt iMiif, tii 

m ftiitinili? itmlily fiilleii Ikrriii ; liy 1 

ifi iiiytliieitlly frcitii llir »kiu iihinr Mtili \rii 

iigo: iillngrtlier iiniliie tti«l liiilrr rhlllM^ rirum* i’'Vnirri 
VilliigeA liiitl IVrriliirVi ii!I Ft irilririi’ii, liii 

hiiii^^r titiiie itn wtirk,^ 

Fimlrklit while iil thi?^ Isifir* g*ir» » iirw- UmmM I 

the Virgiiii wy all Iht* !!iu' -••,■]. 3 ik..-- :: i ; yf whirli ihr 
tliiii* Hilly Virgin in ilie wain yf lilni/. i 

rntlier 11 thmnibnre raiiiliiinni whni ilir Frn%Aiaii-» lir 
apjifimrliwl ; ilie mul nrih'iilly nf liiii 

i«»i» fl.'i;;! fall iliwtw ami her with llwir }imyrr»t flint if 
wniild vmielmfe to tlir Fmafaaiw tmi. In wlti4“}i 
liinns Mmlatii wifis nf the Atr»lriaii C iiiiiiiianiian 

vowed her » nm wiit of rlnllm Holy Vy/giii ilnl nr 
voiielinafi ; on tin? etnil'.iV)* hw the rrii»daii« firi% an 
Starvation with ihens. *Connig*% inn itrilirlwa* wy iie 
fneiHl?! ! ' Iniiiiiiilrit Fried rielt : * Hie am tic 

tmgntnnr** m jou iiiiiighird . Hilly I'irgin diall ltai'''r a wi 
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January 26th, Friedrich, now with considerable retinue 
about him, gets from Glatz to Landskron, some fifty miles 
Olmiitz-ward ; such a march as General Stille never saw,— 
^ through the ice and through the snow, which covered that 
dreadful Chain of Mountains between Bcihinen and Mahren : 
we did not arrive till very late ; many of our carriages broken 
down, and others overturned more than once.’ ^ At Lands- 
kron next day, Friedrich, as appointed, met the Chevalier de 
Saxe {Chevalier^ by no means Comte, but a younger Bastard, 
General of the Saxon Horse) ; and endeavoured to concert 
everything : Prussian rendezvous to be at Wischau, on the 
5th next ; thence straightway to meet the Saxons at Trebitsch 
(convenient for that Iglau^^), — ^if only the Saxons will keep 
bargain. 

January 28th, past midnight, after another sore march, 
Friedrich arrived at Olmutz ; a pretty Town, — with an 
excellent old Bishop, a Graf von Lichtenstein, a little gouty 
man about fifty-two years of age, with a countenance open 
and full of candour ; ^ in whose fine Palace, most courteously 
welcomed, the King lodged till near the day of rendezvousing. 
We will leave him there, and look westward a little ; before 
going farther into the Moravian Expedition. Friedrich him- 
self is evidently much bent on this Expedition ; has set his 
heart on paying the Austrians for their trickery at Klein- 
Schnellendorf, in this handsome way, and still picking-up 
the chance against them which Karl Albert squandered. If 
only the French and Saxons would go well abreast with 
Friedrich, and thrust home I But will they ? Here is a 
surprising bit of news ; not of good omen, when it reaches 
one at Olmutz ! 

^Lirrn, 2Uh January 1742* (day otherwise remarkable). ^ After the 
much barricading, and considerable defiance and bravadoing, by Comte 

1 Stille (Anonymous, Friedrieb’s Old -Tutor Stille), Campaptes du Rot de 
Prmsse (English Translation, rzmo, London, 1763), p* 5 - An intelligent, 
desirable little Volume,— many misprints in the English form of it. 

* See Map at p, 350, * Stille, p. 8. 
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ilii will lti« I 10 Idw limt till# tllf III II wiifitlalptw ipatifipr* 

(titit Init ; * wtil Lliii 

C?lt^ Hi‘gur*!4, Imt lihtn*inilDi!1rr‘t, Tn firit 

iiiniti'Miiiii M. liml ** I will liaDj,t *»ii tlii^ li'i||lt-0'«»l pill«wi 

tliei liivssi itiiiii tlml rDiDr»»i Id miiii » I ** - ^siii ife-itiiiii » wwk* 

(KIwvaiilitilIrr laivtnn: niH/ini llm Iknimi lliwrli* r^wr ciC l4ii4»»iiii 
otf ilia |li*vi*riiiii imrif ^-gnt tliil |ir*ijw^ii> It 

(** Fnns witlDlriiwiil i NdI wrvin )”fHi fi#r n i «iiii tlib iliif 

til iiiarpli cml i»f ll#rf l» mi »s8rtt|»b mf ^Dfriiilitig 

Kfiy^Fiwitlmw I if im II 10 |ittti*rii tkm^ «Hiiii|iiP«tt tin 

the Ikisiftii ere like Id gi» a Hue rfiwl !'■— 

Il'iere tiiiiic? l«i iii iiil firiviiry, tliirktjl liii »tii| ill 

Oliiiiil*/. Ill tliin a IHjifunE-itie ritiiwr| fmiii l/leriiift* 

one Pllt/.iwr; rhargini with wtlli i.iDjDH‘t-itjt liliew 

prtilmhly ; ; I-iiit IIdI ‘nDjM«rtaji! riiiiiljtli* Ftiifil- 

rieli liliiiiH*?! liiiiwlf f«r tiai itUriijil iiii Itie iiiiiii ; iiiigltl 

perhaps liavt ImniiHl fmni tiiiu liy spfirr trentiiiunt^ 

After Him? day% Pfit/iier litwl to go iii^« ways agtiiii, liiiviiig 
Aceoitiplislieil tu'iHiitig of eliiuige itpiiii Frirdrieli. 


CIlArTEE I 3 C 

WIFHKIAIIXA iUWS *m JSEE THE <'. \U\HV^ AT 

riLWiii ri: i 

Ok tlie cky wlmo Fr-Snlr-U-h, ou'rliiuD; liy ilin grim winter 
Mtniuta.uis, \VHN Ji'pproarlung C 5 lttt% ittti© iky wlittl Sk^pir ww 
ovaeiiiiling litii* 011 thti« i«ai. Itmiii tlimt is, cm tlie *iUh cifiy 
of Jiimiiiry 174 S,---Two Ckiitleiim^ wert g tlirir twt 

ill the 'FraiikforteMaaiiheiin n*gmm ; litmriiig wlint lltty 
mtkoiml gliu! liiiiiigw towa.irtt« Maitiilieirii fttwi Kiir! Ailiert ; 
who k there *011 a vkit^ (far gomi after lik ti 

at Pimg and ekeiUiert. Hi# Iiiiitinioiit of ilie I'wo Cjeiitte* 

Cm^ma #f# '7>#0 III. t'io» tfc. 1 li. p il* iii«l 

p. 1 5 te iirwnirmg dh Itt 
« (Smmm di e. io<l» 
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men in uii OJllcial of rank (little conscious that lie is jireceded 
l>y a rival in messa^f Isearin;*-; ; Oflidnl (iciiUeuiiin, dcspalclied 
by (he Diet of Frankfurt to in'orni Karl Albert, 'I'hat he now 
is iietunliy Kaiser of the Holy Romish Enijiire; votes, by aid 
of Heaven ami Belleisle, having all fallen in his favour, 
(lalluj), therefore, my Oilicial (lenlleinan : — alns, another 
(Jeiit leman, Non-odieial, knowing how it would turn, already 
sat booled and saddksl, a good space beyond the walls of 
Frankfurt, waiting till the cannon should fire; at the first 
buixt of cannon, he (cunning dog) gives his hor.se the spur; 
ami is miles ahead of the toiling Olllcial Gentleman, all the 
way,* 

In the dreary mass of longwimh'd ceremonial nothingnes.ses, 
ami intricate Belleisle cobwehberiea, we seize this one poor 
s{K!ck of human foolery in the native state, a.s almost the 
niemorahlest in that stupendous business. Stupendous in- 
deed 5 with which all Germany has been in travail these 
sixteen months, on such term.s I And in verity has got the 
thing calleil ‘ Gorman Kaiser ’ constituted, better or worse. 
Heavens, wm a Nation ever so bespun by gossamer ; enchanted 
into paralysis, by mountains of extinct tradition, and the 
want of power to annihilate rubbish ! Tliere are glitter- 
ing threads of the finest Belleisle diplomacy, which seem to 
go beyond the Dog-star, and to be radiant, and inadi:ilive, 
like paths of the gods : and they arc, seem what they might, 
poor tlumtls of idle gossamer, sunk already to dusty cobweb, 
unpleasant to poor human nature ; poor human nature con- 
mmed only to get them well swept into the fire. The 
<|UHnlilu>s of which sad litter, in this Universe, are very 
gmt 1 — 

Karl Albert, now at the topgallant of his hopes : homaged 
Archduke of Upper Austria, homaged King of Bohemia, 
declared Kaiser of the German Nation, — is the highe.st-titled 
mortal going ; and, poor soul, it is tragical, once more, to 
think what the reality of it was for him. Ejection from 

^ Adflung, iff, #,511* 
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IwniHa iiiicl i'lomo; into dilliciilty^ povertji ikmpiiir; lif« in 
furiUHlia} wliirh he eaukt not pay #it hi^t 

heart-break, im refuge fur htui but in the griivt* Al! whieli 
is uiereifully likkleii ni prenenl ; au that he to hiiiiKelf 

a itum at the !u])gal!aui of Im wlsheH; luul liveji pleaNauilj, 
among Im frieudn, with a Italo muml hiN himi to hii own 
fouliHh Htnwe aiul tlHam. 


^ Karl Albert, Kurfbr4 <»f liiitern' (hay rMilern aught to \m retiiiialiulb 
* wliDMe urhievtunentrt will roiieerii tin to an uaplaasant exteiil* f«r niatii 
yearn, in now a loan man of forty-five ; lean, tree t, iiifl of mliltllii itiitiiro ; 
a PriiHHi of «liNtiu|(ul%hetl look, they iay ; of olegaiit inaiifiiiri, iinil of 
fair extent of aeeonipUhlnnent, m Priiiee« go. Ilia fvperiotn-i-i In llik 
world, ond Muddeu npH and dowxm, have Ih'hui mul will be iinuiy* Koto a 
few partleoliirH i»f them ; the nnnimum <if wliaiare iiMi; -iM-n .'ddt' bere» 

* KngllHh readern know a Miixindliiui Kiirfl,lr»t af Ibiiern, who took 
Into Kreneh oour»e« In the great S|Mntbh'''SnfeaHiioii War; lli« Ami* 
Miirlhorough Maxindliiin, who %%% i|ulte nilniid^oni by tliii Bitltlo of 
Blenheim ; put under Ban of the Eitipirti, anil miumi to deiMUid ou 
Louia XIV, for a living,— till tiniaa mended with him agatn ; till, iiftor 
the Beaee of Utreelit, ho got reinstatiul in hit Territorie?4 ; and livinl a 
do'/am yeara more, in some eom|mnitive eomfort* tlioitgli tinieli wink in 
debt, Uhdl, our Karl Albert h the aon of that AiithAlarllwirongh Kiif*^ 
iilmi IVIaximiliiin ; eldeat aurvlving aoii ; ii daughter of tht great ^ohl^kl 
of Poland wan hk mother. Kay, he k great grainkon of' another ab!l 
more dlMtingukhed Maximilian, him of 'the llurly-Yeara Wiir,-'^(wlio 
took the J«it» to hk very Iteart, and letdoomi Ate on lik iwor C*ottnf ^y 
for the iitko of them, In a determined manner ; ami wm the hir«t of nil 
the Bavarian KnrJllTMti, mom Uukm till then ; having got lor Ihimodf 
the poor Wlntor4ving‘s Kloetowhip, or aplii it into Two m nltimaloly 
iottled, out of that had lUnJnes',), ’grrat. gramlNiin, wt tayi of that 
forolhlo quoitlonahl® Firat KurfUr*! Max l and ilwetiitln frum Kiit^er 
htidwig, ** Lndwdg the If that Ii mneli adviintiigi to lilrm 

^In hii young time he had a hard upromiug; ieven yeiir« old at llie 
Battle of Blenheim iind Papa living abroad under biiii# xiv/i pliulter, 
the poor Boy waa taken ehargo of by th# vietorioiig Ay»trii*ii Kake ri, wui 
bronght-up In remote Amitrian Towiia, m% young **ltraf von 
baoh'* (notliing but Un family name left him), tiraf mill private 
nobleman lieneefortli# Ilowwer, fortune imik llit turn we kfitiWi mud 
he betmm© Prlnee again ; nothing the worio for this 8|wrl«ii pari of hit 
breeding. He made the Orand 1 onr, Italy, Fraiire, prliapa nwrt 'tlian 
onee ; «aw, filt, and tasted ; served slightly* »l i ?^|pg« of llfignwl (iiiit 



Chap, ix,] WILHELMINA AT FEANKFURT 305 

a4th Jan..i2th Feb. 1742] kjixx 

Of the many Sieges of Belgrad) ;~-wed<led, in 1722, a Daughter of the 
l^e Kaiser Josephs, niece of the late Kaiser KarFs, cousin of Maria 
^eresas ; making the due -renunciations/^ as was thought; and ha. 
been Kurfurst himself for the last Fourteen Years, ever since 1726; 
when his Father died. A thrifty Kurfurst, they say, or at least has 
occasionally tried to be so, conscious of the load of debts left on him - 
fond of pomps withal, extremely polite, given to Devotion and to Bilku'- 
doua? ; of gracious address, generous temper (if he had the means), and 
great skill in speaking languages. Likes hunting a little,— likes several 
things, we see I— has lived tolerably with his Wife and children • 
tolerably with his Neighbours (though sour upon the late Kaiser now 
and then); and is an ornament to Munchen, and well liked by the 
population there. A lean, elegant, middle-sized gentleman ; descended 
dhect from Ludwig the ancient Kaiser ; from Maximilian the First Kur- 
fiirst, who walked by the light of Father Lammerlein {Lambkin) and 
Company, thinking it light from Heaven ; and lastly is son of Maxi- 
milian the Third Kurfurst, whom learned English readers know as the 
Anti-Marlborough one, ruined-out by the Battle of Blenheim. 

^ His most important transaction hitherto has been the marriage with 
Kaiser Joseph s Daughter of which, in Pollnitz somewhere, there is 
sublime account; forgettable, all except the date (Vienna, oth October 
1722), if by chance that should concern anybody. Karl Albert (Fizr- 
prinXj Electoral Prince or Heir-Apparent at that time) made free re- 
nunciation of all right to Austrian Inheritances, in such terms as 
pleased Karl vi., the then Kaiser; the due complete -renunciations” 
of inheriting in Austria ; and it was hoped he would at once sign the 
Pragmatic Sanction, when published ; but he has steadily refused to 
do so : —I renounced for my Wife,” says Kurfurst Karl, ^^and will never 
claim an inch of Austrian land on her account; but my own right, 
derived from Kaiser Ferdinand of blessed memory, who was Father of my 
Great-grandmother, I did not, do not, never will renounce ; and I appeal 
to his Pragmatic Sanction, the much older and alone valid one, according 
to which, it is not you, it is I that am the real and sole Heir of Austria. 

^ This he says, and has steadily said or meant : It is I that am to he 
King of Bohemia ; I that shall and will inherit all your Austrias, Upper, 
Under, your Swabian Brisgau or Hither Austria, and what of the Tyrol 
remained wanting to me. Your Archduchess will have Hungary, the 
Styrian-Carinthian Territories ; Florence, I suppose, and the Italian 
ones. What is hers by right I will be one of those that defend for her ; 
what is not hers, but mine, I will defend against her, to the best of my 
ability I” This was privately, what it is now publicly, his argument; 
from which he never would depart; refusing always to accept Kaiser 
Karfs new Pragmatic Sanction; getting Saxony (who likewise had a 


VOL. IV. 
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Ferdinand greatr-grandmotlier) to refuse, — till Polish Election compelled 
poor Saxony, for a time. Karl Albert had likewise secretly, in past 
years, got his abstruse old Cousin of the Pfalz (who mended the Heidel- 
berg Tun) to back him in a Treaty ; nay, still better, still more secretly, 
had got France itself to promise eventual backing : — and, on the whole, 
lived generally on rather bad terms with the late Kaiser Karl, his Wife's 
Uncle ; any reconciliation they had proving always of temporary nature. 
In the Rhenish War ( 1734 ), Karl Albert, far from assisting the Kaiser, 
raised large forces of his own ; kept drilling them, in four or three 
camps, in an alarming manner ; and would not even send his Reich's 
Contingent (small body of 3,000 he is by law bound to send), till he per- 
ceived the War was just expiring. He was in angry controversy with 
the Kaiser, claiming debts, — debts contracted in the last generation, and 
debts going back to the Thirty-Years War, amounting to hundreds of 
millions, — when the poor Kaiser died ; refusing payment to the last, nay, 
claiming lands left him, he says, by Margaret Mouthpoke : ^ Cannot 
pay your Serene Highness (having no money); and would not, if 1 
could ]" Leaving Karl Albert to protest to the uttermost; ' — which, as 
we ourselves saw in Vienna, he at once honourably did. 

Karl Albert’s subsequent history is known to readers ; 
except the following small circumstance, which occurred in 
his late transit, flight, or whatever we may call it, to Mann- 
heim, and is pleasantly made notable to us by Wilhelmina. 

‘ His Highness on the way from Mlinchen,’ intimates our 
Princess, passed through Baireuth in a very bad post-chaise.’ 
This, as we elsewhere pick out, was on January 16th; Karl 
Albert in post-haste for the marriage-ceremony, which takes 
place at. Mannheim tomorrow.^ ‘ My Margraf, accidentally 
hearing, galloped after him, came up with him about fifteen 
miles away: they embraced, talked half an hour; very 
content, both.’* 

And eight days afterwards, 24jth January 1742, busy 
Belleisle (how busy for this year past, since we saw him in 
the (Eil-de-Boeuf 1) gets him elected Kaiser ; — and Segur, in 
the self-same hours, is packing out of Linz ; and one’s Donau 
^Conquests,’ not to say one’s Miinchen, one’s Baiern itself, 

^ Michaelis, iL 260 ; Buchholz, ii. 9; Hbrmayr, Ammonen^iL 182 ; etc. 

® Adelung, iii. ff, 51. * Wilhelmina, ii. 334. 
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are in a ilne waj ! The niarrlui^cvoerenuaiv, wilueNsed on the 
17th, was one of the subliincst for JCur-Pfalv: and kindred; 
and it too had secretly a touch of tragedy in it for the poor 
Karl Albert. A double marriage : Two young IVincesHCS, 
Gi’and- daughters, priceless TIeiresses, to old Kur-l^fak ; 
married, one of them to Duke Clement of Ikiiern, ICarl 
Albert’s nephew, which is well enougli : hut marrietl, the 
other and elder of them, to M'heodor of Deux-lk^nts, who will 
one day,-«»could we pierce the merciful veil , — \m Kurhirst 
of Baiern, and succeed our own childless Son ! ^ 

^ Kaiser Karl vii.,’’ such the style he took, is to he crowned 
February 12th; makes sublime Public Entry info Frankfurt, 
with that view, daniiary 31st « l)olh ceremonies spkmdid to 
a wonder, in spite of hnance considerations. Which circum* 
stance should little concern us, were it not that WillKhnina, 
hearing the great news (though in a dim ill-dalwl state)^ 
decided to be there and see ; did go ;~«and has rec‘ordcd her 
experiences tliere, in a shrill human manner. Wisliful to nw 
our fellow-creatures (especially if bound t<# look at them), 
even when they are fallen fantasmal, and to make persons oi 
them again, we will give this Piece ; sorry that it is Ihe last 
we have of that fine hand. How welcome, in the murky 
puddle of Dryasdust, is any glimpse by a lively glib Wil>* 
helmina, which we can discern to he human ! II(‘ar whaf 
Wilhelmina says (in a very condensed form) : 


IVilhchnintf at the CaroaaihN 

Wilhelmina,, in the end of January Alberi having shot 

past, one day lately, in a bad post-chaise, and kindled the ihonglit In her, 
—resolved to go and seo him crowned at Frankfurt, by way of pleasiir©- 
exenrsion.^ We will, struggling to be briefer, speak In her parson ; and 
indicate withal where the very words are hers, and where onri. 

^^The Marwite, elder Marwitz, her poor father being wounded at MoII- 
witz,*^ had gone to Berlin to nurse him ; but she returned juit now,-.umt 
much to my joy ; ^ 1 being, with some cause, Jealous of that fooliih minx. 

^ Michaelis, ii. 265. 

^ Mt/aatr»Zcjahtti iii, ^3 j and Pnmsmki A^ 4 k*i,uihn^ lit 365# 
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'The Duchess Dowager of Wiirtemberg- also camej sorrow on her; a 
foolish talking womaiij always cutting jokesj making eyes^ giggling and 
coquetting : has some wit and manner^ but wearies you at last : her 
charms, now on the decline^ were never so considerable as rumour said ; 
in the long-run she bores you with her French gaieties and sprightliness : 
her character for gallantry is too notorious. She quite corrupted Marwitz, 
in this and a subsequent visit ; turned the poor girl’s head into a French 
whirligig, and undermined any little moral principle she had. She was 
on the road to Berlin,’’ — of which anon, for it is not quite nothing to 
us ; — hut she was in no hurry, and would right willingly have gone 
with us.” And it required all our female diplomacy to get her under 
way again, and fairly out of our course. January 28th, she off to Berlin ; 
we^ same day, to Frankfurt- on-Mayn.^ 

'Coronation was to have been’ (or we Country-folk thought it was), 
January Slst : Let us be there incognito, the night before ; see it, and 
return the day after. That was our plan. Bad roads, waters all out ; 
we had to go night and day ; — ^reached the gates of Frankfurt, 30th 
January late. Berghover, our Legationsrath there, says we are known 
everywhere ; Coronation is not to be till February 12th ! I was fatigued 
to death, a bad cold on me, too : we turned back to the last Village ; 
stayed there overnight. Back again to Berghover, in secret (d la sour- 
dim), next night ; will see the Public Entry of Karl Albeii;, which is to 
be tomorrow’ (not quite, my Princess ; January 31st for certain,^ did one 
the least care). It was a very grand thing indeed {des plus superhes) ; 
but I will not stop describing it. Masked ball that night ; where I had 
much amusement, tormenting the masks ; not being known to anybody. 
We next day retired to a small private House, which Berghover had got 
for us, out of Town, for fear of being discovei’ed ; and lodged there, 
waiting February 12th, under difficulties." 

'The weather was bitterly cold; we had brought no clothes; my 
dames and I nothing earthly but a black andrienne each ’ (whatever that 
may be), ' to spare bulk of luggage : strictest incognito was indispen- 
sable. The Marwitzes, for giggling, raillery, French airs, and absolute 
impertinence, wei*e intolerable, in that solitary place. We return to 
Frankfurt again ; have balls and theatres, at least ; " of these latter I 
missed none. One evening, my head-dress got accidentally shoved awry, 
and exposed my face for a moment : Prince George of Hessen-Cassel, 
who was looking that way, recognised me ; told the Prince of Orange of 
it ; — they are in our box, next minute 1 ” ’ 

Prince George of Hessen-Cassel, did readers ever hear of him before ? 


^ Wilhelmina, ii. 334 j see pp. 335, 338, 347, etc., for the other salient points 
that follow. 

® Adelung, iii. a, 63 ; etc., etc. 
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Transiently perhaps^ in Friedrich’s Letters to Ms Father; but have for- 
gotten him again ; can know him only as the outline of a shadow, A fat 
solid military man of fifty ; junior Brother of that solid Wilhelm ^ Vice- 
regent and virtual ^Landgraf of Hessen ’ — {mce an elder and eldest 
Brother^ Friedrich, the now Majesty of Sweden^ who is actual Hereditary 
Landgraf^ but being old^ childless, idle, takes no hold of it, and quite 
leaves it to Wilhelm), — of whom English readers may have heard, and 
will hear. For it is Wilhelm that hires us those ‘ subsidised 6,000,’ who 
go blaring about on English pay (Prince George merely Commandant of 
them) ; and Wilhelm, furthermore, has wedded his Heir-Apparent to an 
English Princess lately ; ^ which also, as the poor young fellow became 
Papist by and by) costs certain English people, among others, a good 
deal of trouble. Uncle George, we say, is merely Commandant of those 
blaring 6,000 ; has had his own real soldierings before this ; his own 
labours, contradictions, in his time; but has borne all patiently, and 
grown fat upon it, not quarrelling with his burdens or his nourishments. 
Perhaps we may transiently meet him again. 

As to the Prince of Orange, him we have seen more than once in 
times past : a young fellow in comparison, sprightly, reckoned clever, 
but somewhat humpbacked; married an English Princess, years ago 
(' Papa, if he were as ugly as a baboon ! ’)— which fine Princess, we find, 
has stopt short at Cassel, too fatigued on the present occasion. His 
esprit” continues Wilhelmina, ^^and his conversation, delighted me. 
His Wife, he said, was at Cassel ; he would persuade her to come and 
make my acquaintance ; ” — could not ; too far, in this cold season. 

These two Serene Highnesses would needs take me home in their car- 
riage ; they asked the Margraf to let them stay supper : from that hour 
they were never out of our house. Next morning, by means of them, 
the secret had got abi'oad. Kur-Koln *’ (lanky hook-nosed gentleman, 
richest Pluralist in the Church) had set spies on us ; next evening he 
came up to me, and said, ^ Madam, I know your Highness ; you must 
dance a measure with me T That comes of one's headgear getting 
awry ! We had nothing for it but to give-up the incognito, and take 
our fate ! ” 

This dancing Elector of Koln, a man still only entering his forties, 
is the new Emperor’s Brother : ^ do readers wonder to see him dance, 
being an Archbishop? The fact is certain, — let the Three Kings and 
the Eleven Thousand Virgins say to it what they will. ^He talked a 


^ Princess Mary (age only about seventeen), 28th June 1740J Prince’s name 
was Friedrich (became Catholic, 1749 ; made family-manager in conse- 
quence, etc., etc.). 

^ Clement August (Hilbner, t. 134). 
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lang time witk me ; presented to me the Princeea Clemence his Niece” 
(that if to fay, Wife of his Nephew Clemen ^ ; one of the Two whom hit 
now Imperial Majesty saw married the other day)^^ and then the Princess ” 
— in fact, presented all the three Sulzbach Princesses (for there la a 
youngest, still to wed), — ^^and then Prince Theodor” (happy Husband of 
the eldest), and Prince Clement ” (ditto of the younger) ; ^ and was very 
polite indeed. How keep our incognito, with all these people heaping 
civilities upon ns ? Let us send to Baireuth for clothes, equipages ; and 
retire to our country concealment till they arrive.* 

Just as we were about setting-off thither, I waiting till the Margi*af 
were ready, the Margraf entered, and a Lady with him ; who, he in- 
formed me, was Madame de Belleisle, the French Ambassador's Wife : ” 
— ^Wife of the great Belleisle, the soul of aU these high congregatings, 
consultations, coronations, who is not Kaiser, hut maker of Kaisers : 
what is to be done . — I had carefully avoided her ; reckoning she would 
have pretensions I should not be in the humour to grant. 1 took my 
resolution at the moment” (being a swift decisive creature); ^'and re- 
ceived her like any other Lady that might have come to me. Her visit 
was not long. The conversation turned altogether upon praises of the 
King'* (my Brother), I found Madame de Belleisle very different from 
the notion I had formed of her. You could see she had moved in high 
company (sentait son monde) ; but her air appeared to me that of a 
waiting-maid (soubrette)y and her manners insignificant'* Let Madame 
take that. 

Monseigneur himself,” when our equipages had come, waited on me 
several times,** — Monseigneur the grand Marechal de Belleisle, among 
the other Principalities and Lordships : but of this lean man in black 
(who has done such famous things, and will have to do the Retreat 
of Prag within year and day), there is not a word farther said. Old 
Seckendoif too is here ; Reich's-Governor of Philipsburg ” ; very ill 
with Austria, no wonder ; and striving to be well with the new Kaiser. 
Doubtless old Seckendorf made his visit too (being of Baireuth kin 
withal), and snuffled his respects : much unworthy of mention ; not lovely 
to Wnhelmina, ^Prince of Orange,* hunchbacked, but sprightly and 
much the Prince, ^hore me faithful company all the Coronation time ; 
nor was George of Hessen-Cassel wanting, good fat man. 

^ Of the Coronation itself, though it was truly grand,* and even of an 
Oriental splendour,* 'I will say nothing. The poor Kaiser could not 
enjoy it much. He was dying of gout and gravel, and could scarcely 
stand on his feet.’ Poor gentleman ; and the French are driven dismally 
out of Linz ; and the Austrians are spreading like a lava-flood or general 


^ Michaelis, ii. 256, 123 ; Httbner, tt. 141, 134. 
® AnemcneUi ubi suprk. 
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conflagration over Baiern-^Demon Mentzel, whom they call Colonel 
Mentzel, he (if we knew it) is in Miinchen itself, just as wo are getting- 
crowned here ! And unless King- Friedrich, w-ho is falling into Miihren, 
in the flank of them, call back this Infernal Chase a little, what hope 
is there in those parts ! — * The poor Kaiser, oftenest in his bed, is 
courting all manner of German Princes,' — consulting with Sockendorfs, 
with cunning old stagers, ^lle has managed to lead my Margraf into 
a foolish bargain, about raising men for him. Which bargain I, on 
fairly getting sight of it, persuade my Margraf to back-out of; and, 
in the end, he does so. Meanwhile, it detains us some time longer 
in Frankfurt, which is still full of Principalities, busy with visitings 
and ceremonials. 

^ Among other things, by way of forwarding that Bargain I was so 
averse to, our Official People had settled that I could not well go without 
having seen the Empress, after her crowning. Foolish people; entangling 
me in new intricacies ! For if she is a Kaiser’s Daughter and Kaiser s 
Spouse, am not I somewhat too ? Plow a King’s Daughter and an 
Empress are to meet, was probably never settled by example : what 
number of steps down stairs does she come.^ The armchair {fauteuU), is 
that to be denied me.^” And numerous other questions, llie official 
people, Baireuthers especially, are in despair ; and, in fact, there were 
scenes. But 1 held firm ; and the Berlin Ambassadors tempering, a 
medium was struck ; steps of stairs, to the duo number, are conceded 
me ; armchair no, but the Empress to take a very small armchair,” and 
I to have a big common chair {grand dossier). So we meet, and I have 
sight of this Princess, next day. 

^ In her place, 1 confess 1 would have invented all manner of etiquettes, 
or any sort of contrivance, to save myself from showing face. Heavens ! 
the Empress is below middle size, and so corpulent (puissante), she looks 
like a ball ; she is ugly to the utmost (laide au possible), and without air 
or grace:”* Kaiser Joseph’s youngest Daughter, — the gods, it seems, 
have not been kind to her in figure or feature ! ^ And her mind cor- 

responds to her appearance : she is bigoted to excess ; passes her nights 
and days in her oratory, with mere rosaries and gaunt superstitious 
platitudes of that nature ; a dark fat dreary little Empress. She wa^ 
all of a tremble in receiving me ; and had so discountenanced an air, she 
couldn’t speak a word. We took seats. After a little silence, I began 
the conversation, in French. She answered me in her Austria, n jargon. 
That she did not well understand that language, and begged I would 
speak to her in German. Our conversation was not long. Her Austrian 
dialect and my Lower-Saxon are so dif erent that, till you have practised, 
you are not mutually intelligible in them. Accordingly wo are not. A 
bystander would have split with laughing at the Babel we made of it ; 
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eachi catching only a word here and there, and guessing the rest. This 
Princess was so tied to her etiquette, she would have reckoned it a crime 
against the Reich to speak to me in a foreign language ; for she knew 
French well enough. 

The Kaiser was to have been of this visit ; but he had fallen so ill, he 
was considered even in danger of his life. Poor Prince, what a lot had 
he achieved for himself ! ” reflects Wilhelmina, as we often do. ^ He was 
soft, humane, affable ; had the gift of captivating hearts. Not without 
talent either; but then of an ambition far disproportionate to it. 

Would have shone in the second rank, but in the first went sorrowfully 
eclipsed,” as they say ! He could not be a great man, nor had about him 
any one that could ; and he needed now to be so.* This is the service a 
Belleisle can do ; inflating a poor man to Kaisership, beyond his natural 
size ! Crowned Kaiser, and Mentzel just entering his Munchen the 
while ; a Kaiser bedrid, stranded ; lying ill there of gout and gravel, 
with the Demon Mentzels eating him : — well may his poor little bullet of 
a Kaiserinn pray for him night and day, if that will avail 1 — 


T%e Duchess Dozvager of Wurtembergj returning from Berlin^ 
favours us with another Visit 

I am sorry to say this is almost the last scene we shall get 
out of Wilhelmina, She returns to Baireuth ; breaks there 
conclusively that unwise Frankfurt bargain ; receives by and 
by (after several months, when much has come and gone in 
the world) the returning Duchess of Wiirtemberg, effulgent 
Dowager ^ spoken of only as a Lais ’ ; and had other ad- 
ventures, alluded to up and down, but not put in record by 
herself any farther. — Sorrowfully let us hear Wilhelmina yet 
a little, on this Lais Duchess, who will concern us somewhat. 
Dowager, much too effulgent, of the late Karl Alexander, a 
Reichs-Feldmarschall (or fourth-part of one, if readers could 
remember) and Duke of Wiirtemberg, — ^whom we once dined 
with at Prag, in old Friedrich- Wilhelm and Prince-Eugene 
times : 

*^Tbis Princess, veiy famous on tbe bad side, had been at Berlin to see 
her three Boys settled there, whose education she' (and the StUnde of 
Wurtemberg, she being Regent) ^ had committed to the King. These 
Princes had been with us on their road thither, just before their Mamma 
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last time. The Eldest, age fourteen, had gone quite agog (s*Stoii 
amoumcM) about my little Girl, age only nine ; and had greatly diverted 
us by his little gallantries ’ (mark that, with an Alas !). ' The Duchess, 

following somewhat at leisure/ had missed the King that time ; who was 
gone for Mahren, January 18 th. * * ^ I found this Princess wearing 

pretty well. Her features are beautiful, but her complexion is faded and 
very yellow. Her voice is so high and screechy, it cuts your ears ; she 
does not want for wit, and expresses herself well. Her manners are 
engaging for those whom she wishes to gain ; and with men are very free. 
Her way of thinking and acting offers a strange contrast of pride and 
meanness. Her gallantries had brought her into such repute that I had 
no pleasure in her visits.’ ^ No pleasure ; though she often came ; and 
her Eldest Prince, and my little Girl — Well, who knows ! 

Besides her three Boys (one of whom, as Reigning Duke, 
will become notorious enough to Wilhelmina and mankind), 
the Lais Duchess has left at Berlin, — at least, I guess she 
has now left him, in exchange perhaps for some other, — a 
certain very gallant, vagabond young Marquis d’Argens, 
^ from Constantinople ’ last ; originally from the Provence 
countries ; extremely dissolute creature, still young (whom 
Papa has had to disinherit), but full of good-humour, of 
gesticulative loyal talk, and frothy speculation of an Anti- 
Jesuit turn (has written many frothy Books, too, in that 
strain, which are now forgotten) : who became a very great 
favourite with Friedrich, and will be much mentioned in 
subsequent times. 

In the end of July,’ continues Wilhelmina, ‘ we went to 
Stouccard’ (Stuttgard, capital of Wiirtemberg, O beautiful 
glib tongue !), ^ whither the Duchess had invited us ; but — 
And there we are on blank paper ; our dear Wilhelmina has 
ceased speaking to us : her Memoirs end ; and oblivious silence 
wraps the remainder ! — 

Concerning this effulgent Dowager of Wiirtemberg, and 
her late ways at Berlin, here, from Bielfeld, is another snatch, 
which we will excerpt, under the usual conditions : 

^ Wilhelmina, ii. 335. 



314 FIRST SILESIAN WAR ENDS [book xin. 

[31st Jan.-i2th Feb. 1743 

^ Beviin^ Femmary 1742 (real date of all that is not fabulous in 
Bielfeld^ who chaotically dates it ^6tb. December' of that Year). * * 
^ A day or two after this' (no matter what) ^ I went to the German Play, 
the only spectacle which is yet fairly afoot in Berlin. In passing in, I 
noticed the Duchess Dowager of Wiirtemberg, who had arrived, during 
my absence, with a numerous and brilliant suite, as well to salute the 
King and the Queens ' (King off, on his Moravian Business, before she 
came), ^and to unite herself more intimately with our Court, as to 
see the Three Princes her Children settled in their new place, where, 
by consent of the States of Wurtemberg, they are to be educated 
henceforth. 

^As I had not yet had myself presented to the Duchess, I did not 
presume to approach too near, and passed up into the Theatre. But she 
noticed me in the side-scenes; asked who I was' (such a handsome 
fashionable fellow), ^and sent me order to come immediately and pay my 
respects. To be sure, I did so ; was most graciously received ; and, of 
course, called early next day at her Palace. Her Grand-Chamberlain 
had appointed me the hour of noon. He now introduced me accord- 
ingly : hut what was my surprise to find the Princess in bed ; in a 
negligee all new from the laundress, and the gallantest that art could 
imagine ! On a table, ready to her hand, at the dossier or bed-head, 
stood a little Basin silver-gilt, filled with Holy Water : the rest was 
decorated with extremely precious Relics, with a Crucifix, and a Rosary 
of rock-crystal. Her dress, the cushions, quilt, all was of Marseilles 
stuff, in the finest series of colours, garnished with superb lace. Her 
cap was of Alen^on lace, knotted with a ribbon of green and gold. 
Figure to ycuirself, in this gallant deshabille, a charming Princess, who 
has all the wit, perfection of manner — and is still only thirty-seven, with 
a beauty that was once so brilliant! Round the celestial bed were 
courtiers, doctors, almoners, mostly in devotional postures ; the three 
young Princes ; and a Dame d'Atours, who seemed to look slightly 
ennuyee or bored.' I had the honour to kiss her Serene Highness's 
hand, and to talk a great many peppered insipidities suitable to the 
occasion. 

Dinner followed, more properly supper, with lights kindled : 
‘ Only I cannot dress, you know,’ her Highness had said ; * I 
never do, except for the Queen-Mother’s parties ’ ; — and rang 
for her maids. So that you are led out to the Anteroom, 
and go grinning about, till a new and still more charming 
deshabille be completed, and her Most Serene Highness can 
receive you again : ‘ Now Messieurs ! Pshaw, one is always 
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stupid, no esj>rit at all except by candlelight !' — After which, 
such a dinner, unmatchablo for clegniicc, for exijiiisitf gas- 
tronomy, for Attic-Paphian brilliancy ami charm ! An<l 
indeed there followed hereupon, for weeks on week.s, u •.erh's 
of such unmatchable little dinners ; chief parts, umii*r that 
charming Presidency, being done by ‘ (iDUid-C'hamherlatti 
Baron de’ Somothing-or-other, ‘by your immble .servant 
Bielfeld, M. Jordan, and a Marcpii.s d’Arg<ms, fmnouH Pro 
venfal gentleman now in the suite of her Oighmw.s;'*- 
feasts of the Barmecide, I much doubt, {)oor Bielfeld Imng 
in this Chapter very fantastic, w«‘.vd«*'ful to a mad cslent ; 
and otherwise, except as to general efiect, worth little Htniom 
belief. 

We shall meet this Paphian I>owng< r again (Cnicilix ami 
Myrtle joined) : meet especially her D’Argtms, and her 'rima? 
little Princes more or less ;■ -wherefore, mark slightly (iH'Hides 
the D’Ai’gons as above) : 


‘r. The Eldest little Prince, Karl Eugen; made “Itelfrnhig-Ihtkw " 
within three yeai-a hence’ (Mamma falling into trouido with the mmk): 
‘a man still gloomily famous in Oermnny’ (l»<i«t «rhiltt>r'« Buko of 
Wurtemherg), ‘of inarticulate, extremely arbitrary timi, -amrriiul 
Wilhelmina’s Daughter by and by’ (with horrible usngo .,1' bur); ‘ami 
otherwise gave Friedrich and the world causo to think of him. 

2. rhe becond little Prince, Friedrich Kugon, PriiHsian tJcnoral t«f 
some mark, who will incidentally tunwip agnin. I In wiw iiftorwitnU 
Successor to the Dukedom ’ (Karl Eugen dying rhihliew) ; ‘ and mnrrW 

his Daughter to Paul of Russia, from w-lmm ilescend the ;\t»lm*ri)t« there 

to this day* 

Pvince, Ludwig Eug.-n, a re .i.e.-tahli) Primsian 
Officer, and later at rcnch one: he in that “ Due. .lo U'.rtemlwrg ' who 

EdS!v ‘ Voltaire ' (inscrutahlo to readers, in nm-.t of th# 
Lditions) , and need not bo mentioned fariber** ^ 


.to. the E:tp.d.t,o„ mu.t be btoieg .ell .d,eu,|, if 
have gone os expected. ^ 


‘ Bielfeld, il 74-78. 

“ See Michael!*, iii. 449 ; rr«t.«., i. 476 ; ««, 
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t; II AFTER X 

minintru i>ni,s jus muhavian kxpkdition, which 
l !;nvr.>i A Ml’IU*'. mouavian foray 

VVmus iiti-if I '♦♦r<tn»ttbu ;.[)!on(l<iurs had been going on, 
J'ru^inv h. in U»* Mtiniviiin n‘gic«m, was making experiences of 
a saihrj jinsiifft! kind ; hU ExjMKiition prospering there far 
,.thrt»*s»r llwn hi' hud tApts hd. This winter Expedition to 
"ifuHm, i»u«' «f Urn first Friedrich had ever undertaken on 
thp .h.ni! AiH-k ; and it proved of a kind rather to 

hiiu with that inethwi in aUnirs of war. 

A ii«piv .li'.ipp.nuting Expedition. The country here- 
wuu” ill liail }>tt*t«» of defence ; nothing between us 
„mr Vimmii in ft iimuner. Rushing briskly forward, 

hMiijt «»» ih>' riHiidrv where needfnl, on that Iglau Magazine, 
own Sirhi-lies rf.oum's ; rushing on, with the Saxons, 
rtiSh liir FiriH-h, eimdiins on Use right hand and the a 
I fti.Uoii hke rit.-diH-h might have gone far; Vienna itself, 

«h'. kn.oi.' not „.l .piiie hevond the iTOch of him. Here 
« UUV to ehrek Khi'veuhidler in his Bavarian Opera- 
1 , 1 ,,,.. und whir! him hack, d..ul.!,. .pnek, for another object 
urnrer home' Hot, ahw, neither the Saxons nor 
„oold nidi on, in the least eimdoua. ihe ^ 

l»wvilv a««r i the French Detachment {a poor 3,000 under 
|*ol«trMn, all that a captious Brogiio could be persuaded to 

IH'? Hr s s;- 

r* i mnv He!do<« thcY found comfortable ; complaining 

r,; 
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ning to real business. ‘ If you wish at all to be King of 
Moravia,” what is this 1 ’ thinks Friedrich justly. Broglio, 
too, was unmanageable, — piqued that Valori, not Broglio, 
had started the thing ; — showed himself captious, dark, 
hysterically effervescent, now over-cautious, and again capable 
of rushing blindly headlong. 

To Broglio the fact at Linz, which everybody saw to be 
momentous, was overwhelming. Magnanimous Segur, and 
his Linz ‘all wedged with beams,’ what a road have they 
gone ! Said so valiantly they would make defence ; and did 
it, scarcely for four days : January £4th ; before this Expedi- 
tion could begin ! True, M. le Marechal, too true : — and. is 
that a reason for hanging-back in this Mahren Business ; or 
for pushing-on in it, double-quick, with all one’s strength ? 
^ But our Conquests on the Donau,’ thinks Broglio, ‘ what 
will become of them, — and of us ! ’ To Broglio, justly 
apprehensive about his own posture at Prag and on the 
Donau, there never was such a chance of at once raking back 
all Austrians homewards, post-haste out of those countries. 
But Broglio could by no means see it so, — ^headstrong, 
blusterous, over-cautious and hysterically headlong old gentle- 
man ; whose conduct at Prag here brought Strasburg vividly 
to Friedrich’s memory. Upon which, as upon the ghost ot 
Broglio’s Breeches, Valori had to hear ‘ incessant sarcasms ’ at 
this time. 

In a word, from February 5th, when Friedrich, according 
to bargain, rendezvoused his Prussians at Wischau to begin 
this Expedition, till April 5th, when he re-rendezvoused them 
(at the same Wischau, as chanced) for the purpose of ending 
it and going home, — Friedrich, wrestling his utmost with 
Human Stupidity, ‘ mlt der Dummheit ’ (as Schiller sonorously 
says), ^ against which the very gods are unvictorious,’ had pro- 
bably two of the most provoking months of his Life, or of 
this First Silesian War, which was fruitful in such to him. 
For the common cause he accomplished nearly nothing by 
this Moravian Expedition. But, to his own mind, it w'as 
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rk-ii ill , Ut Ihc Joint-Ktovk 

|•n^tlH■rn in- (it.« hml. Amt it dtmUtless (juickeu«l his steps 
UmnnU g.-Ut.i,: -.r :,!! !!v mit of Huh inil)rof.'lio of bi<r 
Fn-iu-h Cin .imii tt .us liu.iio to Berlin, with reuce and 
Silfsin in his juu ki-t. whidi hml all «lmig heou the goal of 
his finh-aumm. As II iV.it of wm- it is I,; ,h> means worth 
ik‘t«ilin|t. in this jihi.-e, though siuTinct Slille, luul bulkier 
(terniHii Books give liieiil iimtimt, Hhouhl nnyhotly chance to 
he eiiriims,‘ tJnly under ihti other iispect, as' Friedrich’s 
. of I’lu t iiershiji, and .■•.jn-clidly of his now Partners, 
nrtt j>re*«'H! nadia . cm net- rued to have, in brief form, some in- 
Irlligllllt’ ul si, 


M fmi ?iiil ih .hir ai Jgkm 

Fritiirirli ptmHunI ii ; lli»tii|yiirt©w iliyre (midway 

I'lltiiClia Will rr*i«kii» dl wwiitibkd^ 5th February 

17IS1 ^ Hlvliiii ti mmm itiilw m»i w Inward of Iglau ; the 

Frfiirli mnt %%%nm tr# |« mppi ut alioiit Trihltiieh, a couple of marches 
Imm ilwl Tm^tM^Uhn*^ i*f aiitl ir«ll wlililn nm march of Iglau, on 
mt rpiii^ lliilhpri’* lli# Frttfirh and Biysona are at Trebitach^ accord- 
iitiiy ; I'Hil llirir ittind# ami wdln «©fm to hi far elnawhere. Ilutowsky 
iiiid llio C1i«Hiil|rr do fhm rommaml Ihi Saaoiii (20^000 «trong on piper;, 
IfIjIMtl III r^ahly); ilo I%liulrori the French, who are 5,000, 

all tiorm hhm% wliJi whtiw, |iriife*iidly m Freucli Volunteer, has 
ctw# tlii C#mt« lit Skm#, rnpvlrmm Mitirlc# (llareclsal de Saxe that will 
wilt to alwayi vliswfd Ilii Etptdltiott with diifiivour. Excellency 
Vdml li wllli tli« Fr«rlt Httohnitnt, or iwtlier poor Valori is every- 
wlisrt ; r'liiiiiitig itwiiil, IlniTO ^iiartir to •ometimes to Frag it- 

iilfl mditmm t# Iml rtitto twn^witri,* tlapplnf cement into mani- 
foM criikii iif to i*f. Ilwwffc' ¥il#rl w% get some interesting 
gllnifpw Inlfi tlin •fcr#l »fii wmmmmn of Comte Maurice, It 

ii kfitiwn otliorwlni Miiirlc# wii no friend to Belleisle, but 

iofikiil for hSs prutuoflMO ftum iliii opposlto or Noaillcs party, in the 
Friiicti Ciiiirt ; al pro^ofili m Valorl pcrciilv©*, lie has got the ear of 
lirof liOt iiid |mt mwcli wil iinf Into the loud fotslinh mind of him, 

To th^ toon KOM?h*mon, Wiif Bastard. Itoyal and important to con- 

Stlllf, A%'m^ #/ i l-SS? MMn^CmhkhU^ ii. 

ill i A FrAiirkt II* 1 10. 1 14 *, Ofikhi IL j cic. etc# 

S«f m p, 3 |o. 
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ciliate, Friedrich lias iu a highdown way assigned the Schloas of Budischau 
for quarters^ an excellent superbly magnificent mansion in the neigh- 
bourhood of Trebitschj ^ nothing like it to be seen except in theatres, on 
the Drop-scene of The Enchanted Inland * ; ^ where they make themselves 
so comfortable, says Friedrich, there is no getting them roused to do any- 
thing for three days to come. And yet the work is urgent, and plenty 
of it. ^glau, first of all,' urges Friedrich, ^ where the Austrians, 
10,000 or so, under Prince Lobkowitz, have posted themselves ' (right 
flank of that long straggle of Winter Cantonments, which goes leftwards 
to Budweis and farther), ^and made Magazines; possession of Iglau is 
the foundation-stone of our affairs. And if we would have Iglau with the 
Magazines and not without, surely there is not a moment to be wasted ! ' 
In vain ; the Saxon Bastard Princes feel themselves very comfortable. 
It was Sunday the 11th of February, when our junction with them was 
completed : and, instead of next morning early, it is Wednesday after- 
noon before Prince Dietrich of Anhalt-Dessau, with the Saxon and 
French party roused to join his Prussians and him, can at last take the 
road for Iglau. Prince Dietrich makes now the reverse of delay ; 
marches all night, ^ bivouacks in woods near Iglau,’ warming himself at 
stick-fires till the day break ; takes Iglau by merely marching into it 
and scattering 2,000 Pandours, so soon as day has broken ; but finds the 
Magazines not thei*e. Lobkowitz carted-off what he could, then burnt 
^Seventeen Barns yesterday'; and is himself off towards Budweis 
Headquarters and the Bohemian bogs again. Tliis comes of lodging 
Saxon royal gentlemen too well. 

The Saxons think Iglau enough ; the French go home 

Nay, Iglau taken, the affair grows worse than ever. Our Saxons now 
declare that they understand their orders to be completed ; that their 
Court did not mean them to march farther, but only to hold by Iglau, a 
solid footing in Moravia, which will suffice for the present. Fancy Fried- 
rich ; fancy Valori, and the cracks he will have to fill ! Fidedrich, in 
astonishment and indignation, sends a messenger to Dresden : ^ Would 
the Polish Majesty he ^King of Moravia,' then, or not be?' Re- 
monstrances at Budischau rise higher and higher; Valori, to prevent 
total explosion, flies over once, in the dead of the night, to deal with 
Rutowsky and Brothers. Rutowsky himself seems partly persuadable, 
though dreadfully ill of x*heumatism. They rouse Comte Maux-ice ; and 
Valori, by this Comte's caprices, is driven out of patience. ^ He talked 
with a flippant sophistry, almost with an insolence,’ says Valoxu ; ^ nay, 
at last, he made me a gesture in speaking,’ — what gesture, thumb to 


^ Stille, CampatpiSj p. 14. 
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nose^ or what, the shuddering imagination dare not guess ! But X'alori, 
nettled to the quick, ^ repeated it/ and otherwise gave him as good as he 

brought. ^ He ended by a gesture which displeased me ' ^ and went 

to bed.' ^ This is the night of February 18th ; third night after Iglau 
was had, and the Magazines in it gone to ashes. Which the Saxons 
think is conquest enough. 

Poor Polish Majesty, — poor Kaid Albert, above all, now ^ Kaiser 
Karl VII.,’ with nothing but those French for breath to his nostrils! 
With his fine French Army of the Oriflamme, Karl Albert should have 
pushed along last Autumn ; and not merely ^ read the Paper ’ which 
Friedrich sent him to that effect, ^and then laid it aside.’ They will 
never have another chance, his French and he, — unless we call this again 
a chance ; which they are again squandering ! Linz went by capitula- 
tion; January 24th, the very day of one’s ^Election’ as they called it: 
and ever since that day of Linz, the series of disasters has continued rapid 
and uniform in those parts. Linz gone, the rest of the French posts did 
not even wait to capitulate ; but ci’ackled all off, they and our Conquests 
on the Donau, like a train of gunpowder, and left the ground bare. 
And General von Barenklau (Bear's-claw)^ with the hideous fellow called 
Mentzel, Colonel of Pandours, they have broken through into Bavaria 
itself, from the Tyrol ; climbing by Berchtesgaden and the wild Salz- 
burg Mountains, regardless of Winter, and of poor Bavarian militia-folk ; 
—and have taken Miinchen, one’s very Capital; one’s very House and 
Home ! — Poor Karl Albert, — and, what is again remarkable, it was the 
very day while he was getting ^ crowned ’ at Frankfurt, ^ with Oriental 
pomp,’ that Mentzel was about entering Munchen with his Pandours.^ 
And this poor Aj*chduke of the Austrians, King of Bohemia, Kaiser of 
the Holy Romish Reich Teutsch by Nation, is becoming Titular merely, 
and owns next to nothing in these extensive Sovereignties. Judge if 
there is not call for despatch on all sides I — ^The Polish Majesty sent 
instant rather angry order to his Saxons, ^Forward, with you; what 
else ! We would be King in Mahren ! ’ 

The Saxons then have to march forward ; but we can fancy with what 
a will. Rutowsky flings-up his command on this Order (let us hope, from 
rheumatism partly), and goes home ; leaving the Chevalier de Saxe to 
preside in room of him. As for Polastron, he produces Order from 
Broglio, ^ Iglau got, return straightway ’ ; must and will cross over into 
Bohemia again; and does. Nay, the Comte de Saxe had, privately in 
his pocket, a Commission to supersede Polastron, and take command 
himself, should Polastron make difficulties about turning back. Poor 


^ Valori, i. 148, 149. 

2 Coronation was February 12th ; Capitulation to Mentzel, * Miinchen, Feb- 
ruary 13th/ is in Guerre de Bohlmet ii. 56 " 59 * 
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rolaBtron ma<lo no diffictiltias : Maurice and he vaninh accordingly from 
this Adventure, and only the unwilling Saxons remain with Friedrich. 
Poor Polaatron a poor weak creature/ says Friedrich, ^ fitter for his 
breviary than anything else*) fell sick, from the hardships of cam- 
paigning; and soon died, in those Bohemian parts. Maurice is heard 
of, some weeks hence, besieging Eger;— very handsomely capturing 
Eger -on which service Broglio had ordered him after his return. 
The former Commandant of the Siege, not very progressive, had just 
died ; and Broglio, with reason (all the more for his late Moravian pro- 
cedures) was passionate to have done there. One of the first auspicious 
exploits of Maurice, that of Eger ; which paved the way to his French 
fortunes, and more or less sublime glories, in this War. Friedrich 
recognises his ingenuities, impetuosities, and superior talent in war; 
wrote highfiown Letters of praises, now and then, in years coming ; but, 
we may guess, would hardly wish to meet Maurice in the way of joint- 
stock Wsiness again. 

Friedrich mlmerges the Moravian Countries ; hut cannot 
Br^n% which is the mdisjpensahle point 

February 19th, these sad Iglau matters once settled, Friedrich, fol- 
lowed by the Saxons, plunges forward into Moravia; spreads himself 
over the country, levying heavy contributions, with strict discipline 
nevertheless ; intent to get hold of Brdnn and its Spielberg, if he could, 
Brdnn is the strong place of Moravia ; has a garrison of 0 or 7,000 ; stiU 
better, has the valiant Both, whom we knew in Neisse once, for Com- 
mandant : Brdnn will not be had gratis. 

Schwerin, with a Detachment of fi,000 horse and foot, Posadowsky, 
Ziethen, Schmettau Junior commanding under him, has dashed along far 
in the van ; towards Upper Austria, through the Town of Horn, towards 
Vienna itself; levying, he also, heavy contributions, — with a hand of 
iron, and not much of a glove on it, as we judge. There is a grim 
enough Proclamation (in the name of a ^ frightfully injured Kaiser,' as 
well as Kaiser's Ally), still extant, bearing Schwerin's signature, and the 
date ^Steifiy 26th Feb. 1742.'“ Stein is on the Donau, a mile or two 
from Krems, and twice as far from Mautern, where the now Kaiser was 
in Autumn last. Forty and odd miles short of Vienna : this proved the 
Pisgah of Schwerin in that direction, as it had done of Karl Albert 
Ziethen, with his Hussars, coursed some 20 miles farther, on the Vienna 
Highway ; and got the length of Stockerau ; a small Town, notable 
slightly, ever since, as the Prussian Non^lm-^uUra in that line. 

^ 19th April 1742 {Guerre de BoMme^ il 78-85). 

* In Helden-Geschtchie^ ii. 55 ^* 

VOL. IV. X 
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Meanwhile^ Prince Lobkowitz is rallying ; has quitted ] 
the Bohemian Bogs, for some check of these insolences, 
rallying to himself what Vienna force there is, comes, e 
strength, to Waidhofen (rearward of Horn, far rearward i 
Stockerau), so that Ziethen and Schwerin have to draw horn 
Lobkowitz fortifies himself in Waidhofen ; gathers Mag-azu 
if towards weightier enterprises. For indeed much is ra 
dangerous manner ; and Moravia is now far other than wh< 
planned this Expedition. And at Vienna, 25th Februar]? 
was held Secret Council, and (much to Robinson’s regret) i 
Resolution come to, — which Friedrich gets to know of, ai 
forget again. 

The Saocons have no Cannon for Brunn^ cannot ql 
there is a high Resolution taken at Vienna 
25 th) .* Friedrich quits the Moravian EnterprU 

Friedrich keeps his Headquarter, all this while, closer and 
Briinn. First, chiefly at a Town called Znaim, on the I 
many-branched river, draining all those North-western ps 
sends its widening waters down to Presburg, — ^latterly in ji 
those of the Morawa fi-om North, which washes Olmutz, 
Northern and Eastern parts, and gives the Country its name o 
Briinn lies north-east of Friedrich, while in Znaim, some fifty 
Saxon headquarter is at Kromau, midway towards that ( 
Znaim, he shifts inward, to Selowitz, still in the same Taya 
much nearer Briinn ; and there continues.^ 

Striving hard for Briinn ; striving hard, under difficulties, i 
things distant and near ; we may fancy him busy enough 
surprised at the fractions of light Jordan Correspondence wh; 
finds time for. Pretty bits of Letters, in prose and doggrel 
to those Moravian Villages ; Jordan, ^ twice a week,' bearing 
weight ; Friedrich, oftener than one could hope, flinging soi 
answer, — very intent on Berlin gossip, we can notice. Va1 
here, your Majesty,* ^ insinuates Jordan : — ^young Vattel, aft 
the Droit des Gem, whom his Majesty might have kept, but 
What more of your D* Argens, then ; anything in your D’Arge: 
rich will ask. ^ For certain, D’Argens is full of esprit^ answe 
in a dextrous way ; and How the Effulgent of WUrtemberg 

1 At Znaiili, 19th February — 9th March ; at Selowitz, 13th March 
(Rddenbeck, i. 65). 

^ CEuvreSf xvii. 163, etc. 
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rolled outright with lior D'Argens^ and will not oat-off silver {d'argent)^ 
lest slio have to name him hy accidout ! '—with other gossip^ in a fine 
brief airy form, at which Jordan excels. Cheering the rare leisure hour^ 
in one's Tent at Belowite, Fohrlitss, Irrlitz, far away!— There are also 
orders about Cicero and Ilooks. Of Business for most part, or of privalo 
feelings, nothing : Berlin gossip, and Books for one's reading, are the 
staple. But to return. 

Out from Hcadquartex'S, diligent operations shoot forth, far enough, 
along those Taya-Morawa Valleys, where Hungarian ^Insurgents' are 
beginning to be dangerous. South of Brunn, all round Brfuin, are 
diligent operations, freiiuont skirmishings, constant strict levyings of 
contributions, 'fhc saving operation, Friedrich well sees, would be to 
get hold of Briinn: hut, unluckily, How? Vigilant Both scorns all 
summoning ; sallies continually in a dangerous manner ; and at length, 
when closer pressed, burns all the Villages round him : ^we counted as 
many as sixteen villages laid in ashes,' says Friedrich, Here is small 
comfort of oxitlook. 

And then the Saxons, at Kromau or wherever they may ho : no end 
of trouble and vexation with these Saxons. Their qxxarters are not fairly 
allotted, they say ; we make exchange of quarters, without improvement 
noticeable. ' One fine day, on some slight alarm, they came rushing 
over to us, all in panic ; ruined, merely hy Pandour noises, had not we 
max’chod them hack., and reinsUited them/ Friedrich sends to Silesia for 
reixiforcements of his own, which he caix depend upon. Sends to Silesia, 
to Glat 55 and the Vouixg Dessauer nay, to Brandenburg and the Old 
Dessauer, ultimately. Finding Both would not yield, he has sent to 
Dresden for Siege-Artillery ; Polish Majesty there, titular Hiing of 
Moravia,' answers that he cannot meet the expense of carriage. ‘ He 
had just purchased a green diamond which would have carried them 
thither and back again' : What can be done with such a man And 
by this time, early in March, Hungarian ‘ Moriamur pro Rcge' begins 
to show itself. Clouds of Hungarian Insurgents, of the Tolpatch, Pan- 
dour sort, mount over the Carpathians on us, all round the east, from 
south to north ; and threaten to penetrate Silesia itself. So that we 
have to sweep laboriously the Morawa-Taya Valleys ; and undertake 
first one and then another outroad, or sharp swift sally, against those 
troublesome barbarians. 

And more serious still. Prince Karl and the regular Army, quickened 
by such Khevenhuller-Birenklau successes in the Donau Countries, are 
beginning to stir. Prince Kaxd, returning from Vienna and its con- 
sultations, took command, 4th March ; ^ with whom has come old Gra- 
von Konigseck, an experienced head to advise with ; Prince Karl is in 


^ JSTd/dm'-C^sMcA/af ii. 55 ^, 






<im>^ Wj'<Sf 


J SILKS! an War ends [bookxi; 

«...!U«r,|, „}...„1 Wm,il.«f4,n. Whoro Kkowfel 

^ r«Eiiiy. HumtHir «jiyg the force in tlu 

I..!. « .1.,. .U. ..th nnn. 4nily roniin, in' ^FriodirK: of 1 

r "" Mnm Karl, with so ma 

--t .ah nnhnui.4 «n|!|4y of light, in ^ry capabTe 

' ^ m: i, ).,p 1 ,^, {md Wtmkkh nm knows of it) To go 

„ ta.I. iK.,, 4*^n.iiin in JVrrrI roiiiidl at Vienna, on the 25 
4 iWL^MIetterwemeth 

#41. i«ei i«*r hmukV tlikiki Friedrich ; and beckons t 

^^4 iwanr^ mrndpuhuf^ witImL ^Swifb, your Serenit 

»■* iVhirh tlia i4d Desatuer (having 30,000 
i alo|* Mr..|h*!iin |.w*|4e) at mxm sets about Will 
* w. .. ^ 4 . ,u w,* ^ Tn ■fliibh with llriinn, Friedrich has sent 3 

.4 ha ri.ii ; hi* nrgwt Vlumtlm th 8axe to close with h 
**»'s,r^4 III. *1411, md }mnrf ii »*f’.i«yv.‘4ii‘iilly into awift surrender. Isitr 
a„>« ik:.ng urmlin\ * t ;4D^r cId Saxo aiimi'tii* half-promises; d( 
Ik;.n^ iifged, Why have not you performed? 
*,rf„ ’ |t«ire ar# tlrdew for me to join Mars! 

«,! mill »lt**get.he.r out of thl» 1 * 

’ ©til »f it/ ihink»i Frletlrleh to himself: ^may all t 

f »■#»#» W ihutiiiwl ^ 11i«u I i4iii» wlthwit dl*igraoa, can go altogetl 
mrni ui ii , mut a ®h«|| h$ m iharp eye that neoif me in jointstock w: 

44^ If u r hssviiher/ FrWridi liii written in hk Hutoryj a 
I # 1 - 1 -, «m 4 h>raf him ntxpn mf In wordu, New were tidings welcon 
flirt t*^.iiteii,fi were almnt to dfesert him in this mann 


im:- #i«#4 rtfvff *11 the Ikrtvll*-- Hot we will not fall into profane swearii 
li *♦ in gmi ttiii «f thk Knlerprine at om/i best speed, and nei 

f inim %h» hi** wf II ii^aiti ? FrWrirh (on thk stranp Baxon revelath 
MMk Il 4 #'f'h| imkm odfitr for ipiowbllng at Wischau again, for ( 

iiltoU!*.; tlmir# horntwanti, with deliberate celerity, 
fkm Trihitt, J^wfttau, f^utomisehl, and 1 

•‘if h# ll» liiii wnteftiiiinili^ hiiSilisslan reinforcements ; thi 

**4 1 ^* *MI mfdmtmmBi C.1iri*ilim: in flolemia; whitherwards t 

!♦*! M9 k 0 M(»d :-4n Wraiiii, with Ite wrecked environs, fam 

Mmg 40 m fmm ite wnleal height, and sixteen villages 
lUih ihiill do W« own way htnmforllu 


111© jttafieil atmight homewards ; did not ^ rejo 

wjuin - !ii«Liii fitct, done with this Fii 

Wmr, m it |m»»-dl ; «nd were ready for the 
»n « Hwimcl WHng out! ITieir march, this time, w, 

» Chltei., i l»» 1 IJi»« «t «l»* Ordtr, * Ijth March I74»>’ 
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long and harassing, — sad bloody passage in it, from Pandonrs 
and hostile Village-people, almost at starting, ‘ four Companies 
of our Rearguard cut-down to nine men ; Village burnt, and 
Villagers exterminated (sic), by the rescuing party.’ ^ They 
arrived at Leitmeritz and their own Border, ^ hardly above 
8,000 effective.'' Naturally, in a highly indignant humour ; 
and much disposed to blame somebody. To the poor Polish 
iVow-Moravian Majesty, enlightened by his Briihls and Staff- 
Officers, it became a fixed truth that the blame was all Fried- 
rich’s, — ‘ starving us, marching us about ! ’ — ^that Friedrich’s 
conduct to us was abominable, and deserved fixed resentment. 
Which accordingly it got, from the simple Polish Majesty, 
otherwise a good-natured creature ; — ^got, and kept. To 
Friedrich’s very great astonishment, and to his considerable 
disadvantage, long after ! 

Friedrich’s look, when Valori met him again coming home 
from this Moravian Futility, was ^ farouche^ fierce and dark ; 
his laugh bitter, sardonic ; harsh mockery, contempt and sup- 
pressed rage, looking through all he said. A proud young 
King, getting instructed in several things, by the stripes of 
experience. Look in that young Portrait by Pesne, the full 
cheeks, and fine mouth capable of truculence withal, the brow 
not unused to knit itself, and the eyes flashing out in sharp 
diligent inspection, of a somewhat commanding nature. 
can fancy the face very impressive upon Valori in these cir- 
cumstances. Poor Valori has had dreadful work ; running to 
and fro, with his equipages breaking, his servants falling all 
sick, his invaluable D’Arget (Valori’s chief Secretary, whom 
mark) quite disabled; and Valori’s troubles are not done. 
He has been to Prag lately; is returning futile, as usual. 
Driving through the Mountains to rejoin Friedrich, he meets 
the Prussians in retreat ; learns that the Pandours, extremely 
voracious, are ahead ; that he had better turn, and wait for 
his Majesty about Chrudim in the Elbe region, upon high- 
ways, and within reach of Prag. 

1 Details ia Helden^GuchickU, ii 606 j in etc. etc. 



am FI K S1‘ HU. F.s I A N W A !t K N i)S {iioOK xni. 

April J7^a 

FrWrirh, nil tH*’ A|‘n!, i** in fnil iuhitIi out of the 

Morovkii t’ouuliifs, Aip nnw sn!uinT|rctl in 

ili'higrji of r»ml>nir» ; luw.-mU tiu* nlHno-MfUtl C!hruiliin, 
whrrrrtiHnits !si» liir, wlii-ro jiri'. ht! iiiifuiln to 

wmt fur Kur!, atiil that Viinim (htU'i* of the ‘iStli 

, with hai«i« I'lwm-r of thruiiw. 'I'ho iimivli goon in 
jirojU'r otihnnn*. ; Fritnr tin tIu* right, 

with » '.. j' i’liqw, Iwnt rlfM^wliitJn-r fhnn to Chnidim, 
“fT tht* Fftiuhouw. A mnn'h hihuriuu'i, niouiituinuus, on 
rotulii «f mirh ijiisility ; hut iliilh-iiitii-s nnd the 

Ufa#, nothing iMfttrrial going wrong. ‘On the I Blh ' (Ajiril), 

* »o iiHirrlwii to Zwitlan, over the ,’tlou»t«in of Hfhiinhcngst. 
'Ill** jMowMig® tivrf thi* MoiuttHiii is very st«’|»; hut not so 
iiMjtriwIirnhir in* it Inul liwn r.-jo. t-utt il ; the «iunon 

Mill WMgon* PMi his tlmwn rouml tlii< sides of it.'* Yes 
iittti imtierii m»y (in funey) looh nlKnil theiii from the top; 
f«ir we slmll gt» this itwwl «gnin, sixlmm yem-s h«‘»ee ; hardly 
ill happier eirrmnslamt'S ! — 

Frietlrieli gets to tlinidini, April I7lh; there meets the 
Yming IhwMMer with his forces : hy «n«i liy tiie Old Ih'ssmHU', 
too, to nri Interview then* (of widrh shortly). 'Hie Old 

Deswuier, hi» ftt.OtlO not with him, itt the moment, but 
rwllng some wny Iwhinil, till he ri tma, is to go enstward 
witii |wirt of timn j wstward, Tmppmi-Jahlsmkft way, and 
drie® thoNie PiwiloHr fuMuj'.-m-ii-. to tlieir own side ©f the 
MrwnlRiiw : » job Oh! I.#opo!d like# better than that of the 
Clfittia Camp of last ywur. Other part of the £0,000 is to 
refnfore® Young Ia i.puhl and the King, and go into canton- 
ments and ‘refnadirawit-quBrtei#’ here at (’hriidim. Here, 
living on Holiemia, with Silesia at their imrk, shall the Troops 
repote a little ; and l» w«ly for Prince K«ri, if lie will come 
M. That is what Frl«lrich looks to, aa the main C’onwolation 
left. 

In Momvia, now ovemm with Pnmlours, [»n-cur.sm-s of 
Prince Kwl, he Ims left Prince DiflrU-h of Anhalt, able still 
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to maintain himself, with Olmiitz as Headquarters, for a 
calculated term of days : Dietrich is, with all diligence, 
to collect Magazines for that Jablunka-Troppau Service, and 
march thither to his Father with the same (cutting his way 
through those Pandour swarms) ; and leaving Miihren as bare 
as possible, for Prince Karl’s behoof. All which Prince 
Dietrich does, in a gallant, soldierlike, prudent and valiant 
manner, — with details of danger well fronted, of prompt 
dexterity, of difficulty overcome ; which might be interesting 
to soldier students, if there were among us any such species ; 
but cannot be dwelt upon here. It is a march of 60 or 70 
miles (north-east, not north-west as Friedrich’s had been), 
through continual Pandours, perils and difficulties : — met in 
the due way by Prince Dietrich, whose toils and valours had 
been of distinguished quality in this Moravian Business. 
Take one example, not of very serious nature (in the present 
March to Troppau) : 

‘ Olischauj evening of April J ust as we were getting into Olischau 

(still only in the environs of Olmiitz), ^ the Vanguard of Prince Karl's 
Ax'my appeared on the Heights. It did not attack ; but retired, Olmiitz 
way, for the night. Pz'ince Dietrich, not doubting but it would return 
next day, made the necessary preparations overnight. Nothing of it re- 
turned next day ; Prince Dietrich, therefore, in the night of April 22d, 
pushed forward his sick-wagons, meal-wagons, heavy baggage, peaceably 
to Sternberg ; and, at dawn on the morrow, followed with his army. 
Cavalry ahead, Infantry to rear ’ ; nothing whatever happening, — ^unless 
this be a kind of thing : — ^ Our Infantry had scarcely got the last bridge 
broken down after passing it, when the roofs of Olischau seemed as it 
were to blow up ; the Inhabitants simultaneously seizing that moment, 
and firing, with violent diligence, a prodigious number of shot at us, —no 
one of which, owing to their hurry and the distance, took any effect' ; ^ 
but only testified what their valedictory humour was. 

Or again — (Place, this time, is Ungarisch-^Brody near Coding on the 
Moravian-Hungaiian Frontier, date March IZth , one of those swift Out- 
roads, against Insurgents or ^Hungarian Militias ' threatening to gather) ; 
— ^ ^ Coding on our Moravian side of the Border, and then Skalitz 

on their Hungarian, being thus finished, we make for Ungarisch-Brod,' 


^ Stille, p. 50. 




MB FlItST SII.I’.SIAN WAK ENDS fitooK xtil. 

tiXlit A|)rti 

the ntetX nucleus of In-iuiiicufy. Ai»<l iJioro In ilw tuUuwliiit minute 
f)liciuiint-i)i>!i, fit fcr u jil. iuji- niii' lutiiiiii) iiHUi(i»ry : * A* thi*, from 
.ski.IiU ti» rtiiNii'i .l it Hc.mI, i« II Iwnjf ittAri'ii, ninl llte wimS* wow iilwwit 
»miwis).uWo, IVinre Itiotrich will* hi* {'or|» dill tint «rrlv« till after «krk, 
So that, liNviiiK miliiciently biorked the plare with jmrtiwi »»f h«t» and 
foot, ho h«J, in miito at thirk<failin|t #«ow. t« wait uiidor Ihu upon »ky 
for ilayliftht, l»i whirh cirnimstanotw, alt shal were not tin urntry lay 
thiwn till their anii*’ ; slept hoartily, wt* Imjio ; 'and ihoro »a« half an ell 
of snow on them, when day broke.* * tVhen day hrukf, and llioy «ht»k 
thomaelvr* to thoir foot in iho artoiiiahinowt of Ihigariaoh- 

Brod I * * 

Tlitsire hiul iMicii fine jm- of nniia, in tiij* 

lliisuii w, mind Briinn, in tlu‘ March home, and Blacwharet 
and Frietirich s» well contentts} with the tximhict of hi* men 
and gi'iicrnts. nnd dwell* afterwan!* with evitlent aatiafaetion 
on Dome of feat* they did.* I am sorry to aay, (ienwal 
Schwerin ha* token {d(]ue at this preference of tlm Old D»- 
sauer for tlie Troppan Anti*l*ftndotir Ojwmtioii t and is home 
in a huff i not to ii'ujijn'iir in active life for some years to 
come. ‘The little MHtlhtinmgh.'™— ao tliey mil him (for he 
was at Hienhftm, and ha* nhnipt hot wny*),-™wi!I not parti- 
cipate in I*rin« Karl’s cnjiMilnlitiy Visit, then ! Belter so, 
think* Fr!«lrich pmhnjw (n nicnilH i jng Mollwito) : ‘lliis I* 
the freak of an iuiitatiou aneem he, in mentioning 

it to Jordan. — Priedrith’s .*?M*«>p*.ts of this Moravian t'Ulure 
of an Espwlition, in answer to Jordan’s nsriu lly about it^ 
— curiosity inniHi d, not t*xptiT. .id by tlie niodwt Jordan,— 
.is characteristic : 

* Biricht V 9 » dir UHkrmhmumgdet wsr. (In Sqifirtli, Ao'ftgv, I. SO*h 

* For liwtwacf, Trmchms %m WMmyfi Sm bit of Sptrtsnim {i#th Miurdi, 

St l..«tcb, near Brttnn, n«u AmtirHi* wlthslh whkh wss much crtohrttrdi 
King htoicif, from Selowlw, hesrd tht otnaonsdl^ (Styfsrtb, !■ S‘** 

Sso). Ssldiow's f«*t (ik sat). F<mq««»i (this b th« Fiwqfoet, with 

‘ »*> two csndleft Sir,’ of ih* dd Caterta- W wmi tiim | who b dw to Frbdrfch 
am itet, sad to th* tad) i * Ac»«nt irf F(m^att*s Orsntdtef Ibttdhm, to and 
St fslnidi, Janunry~Ai.«n 1J4» • (b In BiiMdifi dtr I. i yd- 184} j 

«q>«dblly hb Mwdi fiam Futoek, hoawwsrda fart e# Pilaai MUriidt'k thst 
wsy (in Ssyfsrth, Btiylgg*, I. Sio-SiSh With wolma ollm (In and 

Fildt^) t well worth rending tUl you underMsnd them. 
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^ Moravia, which is a very bad Country, could not be held, owing to 
want of victual ; and the Town of Briinn could not be taken, because 
the Saxons had no cannon ; and when you wish to enter a Town, you 
must first make a hole to get in by. Besides, the Country has been 
i*educed to such a state, that the Enemy cannot subsist in it, and you 
will soon see him leave it. There is your little military lesson ; I would 
not have you at a loss what to think of our Operations ; or what to say, 
should other people talk of them in your presence ! * ^ 

' Winter Campaigns,' says Friedrich elsewhere, much in earnest, and 
looking back on this thing long afterwards, ^ Winter Campaigns are bad, 
and should always be avoided, except in cases of necessity. The best 
Army in the world is liable to be ruined by them. I myself have made 
more Winter Campaigns than any General of this Age ; but there were 
reasons. Thus : 

^ In 1740,' Winter Campaign which we saw, ^ there were hardly above 
two Austrian Regiments in Silesia, at Karl vi.'s death. Being deter- 
mined to assert my right to that Duchy, I had to try it at once, in 
winter, and carry the war, if possible, to the Banks of the Neisse. Had 
I waited till spring, we must have begun the war between Crossen and 
Glogau ; what was now to be gained by one march would then have cost 
us three or four campaigns. A sufficient reason, this, for campaigning 
in winter. 

^ If I did not succeed in the Winter Campaign of 1742,' Campaign 
which we have just got out of, * which I made with a design to deliver 
the Elector of Bavaria's Country, then overrun by Austria, it was because 
the French acted like fools, and the Saxons like traitors.' Mark that 
deliberp-te opinion. 

^In 1745-6,' Winter Campaign which we expect to see, ^the Austrians 
having got Silesia, it was necessary to drive them out. The Saxons and 
they had formed a design to enter my Hereditary Dominions, to destroy 
them with fire and sword. I was beforehand with them. I carried the 
War into the heart of Saxony.' ^ 

Digesting many bitter-enough thoughts, Friedrich has 
cantoned about Chrudim ; expecting, in grim composed 

^ Friedrich to Jordan (CEuvres, xvii. 196), Chrudim, 5th May 1742. 

* Military Instructions written by etc, ‘translated by an Officer’ (London* 
1762), pp. 171, 172. One of the best, or altogether the best, of Friedrich’s 
excellent little Books, written successively {ihnc^-private^ could they have been 
kept so) for the Instruction of his Officers. Is to be found now in (Euvres de 
Frtd&ic, xxviii. (that is vol. L of the ^(Euvres Militidres,' vMdb. occupy 3 volLh 
pp. 4 et sqq. 



am FinsT SII.F.SIAV WAH KNM'' Uli 

laimulir, illt^ thi-ir inrir l^r Ir^iniaiy 

ffltll» IW tVll*Irr?* kiunv^ Ih*' uf flllil ||r|; 

,Al|!ir {.\lllliril liri4 ilrvys'J* * Our n f ;. 

iiiiliiiipriii ; lliilliw iiiorv fur tiiir ji'wr’l «f llm 

rrtWIl ! if tlirsi i| up; Uli, iiril till 

lliUll!'*' lttii>iiim'i|l Hint llunllun!, loii nun f*iiiitlj 

rt'juv-.-r-ul tlinir frnliiigN mt thn wilful iluw ulirmi uf filriu 
S?rliiii,ittiiiii*rf ; wr ^'linl rliunwir ami itrpnuy llir .Miijriiti' ut 
llrilniii fiinl tin*}* Imvr nmimg rrrr ftinrr. Ilul tlityt 

rmtlil riirry it iiu furtlut : * Our %tntkr mmv ! * 

At Hiniilim* nml tu t.}m ri|.;}il m%%\ llm Irft uf it* *jiriiiklwl 
itbmit ill lung* vrry tliiii* rlJiplir llliirly ur furly iiiiliw 

itillgi tnil rnjwiltlH Ilf riJiilmiiig * ariltiiii riglii'iitiil- fnrly 
tlmme lir^w FrkHlrlr}i : lim 111 %'rr i* liliii » Iwyi'ciiiil 

Elte iini liin K‘- .* , Ximlnirg, 

ttm CJiiiiit Miiiiiitiiiim* nml aurlii f»f Iluiwiiiiaii 

llills^* rliimfignit tlm l^'u* '•■u*--. !, fur ulf : timt h tiit ; ■ "■ 
if rrmlm*^ will ruinHll thrir Jlinp. "rim .'■* !■ Im 

lfiiiil*ii, rniinuf. Im !i!l llm grm.» riwtir ; llial mil 
till Jtiiin* two imiiitli?! Iiniw^ ; IhiI Ilirrii Iw wa* a liltln 


CH AfTEII If 

NtUSSM^H IM Ts'iJNM:, WITH Till ClIJI IM.' >'h ,\t- r II MWW 

WAUiA^B 

The Olfl witii fmrt iif lib t§«IIOCI. '-alilrii liy Itet 

IMetfidi * ICimi'u llk-h m oti® iiiigirt fuinliy mil 

him) iiiitl tJiii Mumriiiii iicf-uiiiplialiiil ||li 

T»p|mH • ♦faliiiiiika Ih’ulibini |h r"' wtli ; dtaiiiiig Hit 
and ksfiitig ilmiti ft' ilmt l*iiiiiliiiir imhliltt 
iii h« ww Hit iii«i to do. Niir wciiilil Iii» I!\|ir4.itiufi w|iiif« 

tii«riti«iiiinf faiilitfr-^wuin it imi ftir »iii« tUglit ^ 



* ii .1 I \l -"-I. I li, <*l l» !M>-sM‘ 1 H, VvArUAVIC .'S,'}! 

I?! a ’g 1 . 

II |itir*-ly rli.iiMrlrr , lii-'J tif nl\^ fur rt'iiiiitj nilw 

iiliirli lirlV'll tii*! ntiil him, Juir 

k-furr t}i?it ffitrrvii»w ill ClirmhiiH JiihI mi cmtariiig 
lliilirtiiiii tliitliri'Hi'ir^h hmt mnm g<mil til iiliiT lllH 

iimnir'riiiitr ; iiiiti, mi hrtliT infurmHlimH iih }«» Ihmiglii it, 
ii'liirli jirtivni tn lir fmd Inlani it riru! imi jirastailHHl 

lit liim, iif lUiit'lu him up iiitu tlm 

right riiiirM% lu F^hiirp liimuirr : 

* 'CkrmUm, April I urn grr:Ul)* Mur|*riwl tliiit Ji'oitr SrtTiiltyi fW 
«ii cilii iImw *«iI arr»ir*it,.^k tiillfw ntf iirili'm wliirli I 

fm» if ym mm iWlfiilur llwii wni illil imt with »trlrt mnniriify 

ftlwprv# ifiy 'Uli nln# t»f itii I fiii|Mi tiili 

fiiiw f«f »ill ii« I «irf tfinl III iitiii yciii will giva lui 

IVii'ilrirli* mi iluar lurrlitig iii (.lirmliuu wnw the mine mail 
m in*tir, Ihil tins iihi Smi uf Clmijuuvvh'r ntiMHl tiiriturt^ 

ill iiiilitiiry in the iiing'a prmmee; 

liiiil tint fnrgnitet the jiiinwigts; nmf imleuil lie kept il in 
iniiitt fur tmig imiiiltiH nrter. Ami during al! thin Oher* 
Sidilwirii tfiiii?» iiiiti tins hidden grmige in hii heiirt;- iloing 
lili ikyV mirk wilJ* rnumfim*. {.Hinetiinliij I all the more 
tlwf^ my* Frirdrirh tritsth priviiielj lliroiigh 
Jiiiikir, miiiiit iliglit tmidien of avum‘,':mueid ; but 
witlicmt eftfut ; »i«i tuft tJi© Senior iu 11im% and lo liia own 
iiwthmlii Ilf nmlbig figidri, 

ikiidfH lliat of Lrrphig Ifim-avlriu EiiierpriHeH in 
tilt Mmintaius tltd Iropold hmh nn wamk! appear, io take 
i§ltl#g«iii*riil •.iijHTUit»'ud.'tirc‘ in Ol*m’'»Srlile?iien ; iiml <*:.pccial!y 
toll ftfltr tliif iifw Emlillriilimi'ivork going cm in tliow park* 
Whieti latttr fiiiielioii hrotiglii him often to Noinscs, and into' 
roiilftot willi tti« itglj IValmve, Engiriwrdn-Chief there?* A 
niiirli oldfir find iiiiirti worthier ar«juiiintiiti« of Hew 
llriiuidiirj^4'!oiiiiiilalciii«ir N filler, ha pfwtis tko to lie in Ncisse; 

-wiiiling tor tiiimt Saimi GeiiUtmtn \ who are iinpuiictiml 
to tt drgi'ta^ and mmr eoiiii (mir in (mi tver will, if 
* la Fifit ts^m\4 (Oilkli, L JOj-aJi). 



332 FIRST SILESIAN WAR ENDS [iuk)K XllL 

I May 174a 

knew it). Luckily Nusskr kept a NnlebcHik ; and UilHching 
ultimately got it, coiKlcnNCil it, {nnnted it ;~wlierel>y (what 
is rare, in these Di;)mdnst lahyrintlis, inane s|M?ctralities and 
eincler-moimtoins) there is suddim ey4‘.sigld. votirhsaftal ; and 
we discern veritably, far ofl', bronght face to face for mi instant, 
this and that ! I must translate aonm ■■■■ still farther 

condensed ; 


Mow Nilsskr happened io be m Nflm% Mup 174S 

Niiislor had been in this (hnnitry, of and on, idmesi iln« CfirlitmM 
last; ready here, if the Bnxmw bad bwn ready. An the Baxeni were 
not ready, and iilwayi broke their Nlbsler b«l goat into 

the Mountains, to pass time nsafnlly, and take prelindtiary view of the 
ground. 

* * 'From Berlin, 2(>th December 1741 ; by llr«lati/--*wliere some 
pause and correspondence 'thence on, Neinae way, m far m iSwm* 
(so well known to Frledrkh, that Mollwita night!). 'From Berlin Ut 
Ldwen, NUsiler had come In a earriagt : but m there mm much snow 
falling, he here took a couple of aledfta ; In which, tloiig with hl» 
attendants, he proceeded some fifty milw, to diniernik, a itage beyond 
Naisic, to the south-west Jauernlk is a little Town lying at the foot 
of a Hill, on the top of which h the Bchlosi of d«haiiiii«lNii|f. Here ft 
bepn to rain; and tbe gatling-up the lilll, on slecigta, wi» a difllcult 
matter. The Drmi * (Steward) ' of this C,*iistle mm a Nobleman from 
Brunswick-Lttneburg ; who, for the sake of a marriage and llik Droit 
ship for dowry, had changed from Frot^stmit to llonmn-C’athollci'— poor 
soul 1 ' Ills wife and he were very politic, and aliownd Nllsiler a gr«t 
deal of klndnesi. NCIwler ramarkecl on th# left ild# of tJili Joliaiiiiii- 
berg,' western side a good few mllei off, ' the Pmsi which Itadi from Cikt* 
to Upper and I^ower Schletlen/— where the imder loo km ktii, In that 
Baumgarien SMrmM, If he could reniemlier ' with a lltili Block- 
house in the bottom/ and no doubt Pru^lan iolditri In 11 at the moment 
'Ndisler, intent always on the useful, did not inttitnte pktur«wiine 
reflections ; but considered tlmt his King would with to have I'hit^ Pus:^ 
and Blockhouse ; and determined privately, tbougli It prhap lay rather 
beyond the bouudury-mark, that \m Master muit havi It when the 
bargaining should come/ ^ 

'On the homeward survey of theie Border, Niwler arrived at 
Steinau* (little Village with Bchloss, which wt taw on^, on »ia»h to 
Mollwitaj, and how accident of fire devoured it Diat nifhl), 'and at iff hi 
of the burnt Sehlois standing black there, hi rtmembtnid with great 
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emotion tlie Story of Grafin von Callenberg * (dead since, with ber pistols 
and brandy-bottle), ‘ and of the Grafin’s Daughter, in which he had been 
concerned as a much-interested witness, in old times/ — ^ For the rest, 
the journey, amid ice and snow, was not only troublesome in the 
extreme, but he got a life-long gout by it’ (and no profit to speak of) ; 
^ having sunk, once, on thin ice, sledge and he, into a half-frozen stream, 
and got wetted to the loins, splashing about in such cold manner, — 
happily not quite drowned/ Ihe indefatigable Niissler ; working still, 
like a very artist, wherever bidden, on wages miraculously low. 

The Saxon Gentlemen never came ; — ^privately the Saxons were quite 
off from the Silesian bargain, and firom Friedrich altogether ; — so that 
this border survey of Niissler’s came to nothing, on the present occasion. 
But it served him and Friedrich well, on a new boundary-settling, which 
did take effect, and which holds to this day. Niissler, during these 
operations, and vain wmtings for the Saxons, had Neisse for head- 
quarters ; and, going and returning, was much about Neisse ; Walrave, 
Marwitz (fe.ther of Wilhelmina’s baggage Marwitz), Feldmarschall 
Schwerin (in earlier stages), and other high figures, being prominent in 
his circle there. 

'The old Prince of Dessau came thither, for some days.^ He was very 
gracious to Niissler, who had been at his Court, and known him before 
this. The Old Dessauer made use of Walrave’s Plate; usually had 
Walrave, Nussler, and other principal figures to dinner. Walrave’s 
Plate, every piece of it, was carefully marked with a Eawn on the rim, 
— ^that being his crest* (^Wall-raven,* his name): 'Old Dessauer, at 
sight of so many images of that bird, threw-out the observation, loud 
enough, from the top of the table, "Hah, Walrave, I see you are 
making yourself acquainted with the ravens in time, that they may not 
he strange to you at last,” ’ — ^when they come to eat you on the gibbet ! 
(not a soft tongue, the Old Dessauer’s). ' Another day, seeing Walrave 
seated between two Jesuit Guests, the Prince said : "Ah, there you are 
right, Walrave ; there you sit safe ; the Devil can’t get you there ! ** 
As the Prince kept continually bantering him in this strain, Walrave 
determined not to come ; sulkily absented himself one day : hut the 
Prince sent the Ordinanss (Soldier in waiting) to fetch him ; no refiige 
in sulks, 

'They had Roman-Catholic victual for Walrave and others of that 
faith, on the meagre-days ; but Walrave eat right before him, — evidently 
nothing hut the name of Catholic. Indeed, he was a man hated by the 
Catholics, for his special rapacity on them. " He is of no reBgion at 
all,” said the Catholic Prelate of Neisse, one day, to Nussler ; " greedy to 

^ BUsching, Beytrage, i. 347 (beginning of May as we guess, but there is no 
date given). 
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|»luiu|i*r tlii^ M«i!iRhti*ri«^R liinn* ; has wrnn^ l 4 'ohl, and jinvida from 
ihoiti, liny, from Iho^ Foyo' Itimsidf, • hy thro:doiun,tt to turn Frotoshiiit, 
lint! OM' tho Moiiit;4orii*M sfUl wtirso. Am! iho F*»|h% honriiu^ of tlfw, had 
to him a valunldo toO, whioh you may moo somo day/' NfiSBlor 

ilid, ono liny, this lO'oriiHhy : arruoitk, tdomy hordorod with noId, 

itml tho lloiiy all of tluit imdul. on Iho •^mailont of altars* In Wiilravtfs 

isodroom. Iliii it was tho hodroom ilsidf uldoh NumhIoi* lookod at with a 
sliuddor/ Ki'a-'-'tor and uo : ‘in tho middio of it Mloud tValravo'a own 
hfd* on his right ham! that of his U*ih% and on his loft that of hw 
MistroHH* ; ■ a InmtiMh |MdygamouH Walravo f * ’FiuM MiHlrosH waHa(!ort4iiu 
i^uiirior ^Muhtor'n ^Vifo/' d^hiartor-Mastur willing, it in |iro!»alilo, to got 
rid of Murh an artirlo gratis, muoh morn on it^rms of profit. *' Walravo 
had hoggml for him tlio'llth^ of llofrnth from King Friodrioli/— widch, 
though it ouiM hut a flipping of rihhon fonUnnplildo to Friodrifh, and 
iho hrnto of an Kitginoor liatl oxfidlont ialonts in Iil« htiHinoHM, I rather 
wkli Frifdrirh had roftiwd in this inHtanre. Hut ha did not; ‘^he 
fuwwarad in gthing loins ** 1 grant yon the liotralh Title for yonr 
i^huirlur Ma'.tr»‘; thinking It hut hi that a Uanari»i*H/*--4Vimt uhall wo 
fall her ? (Friinirifh uhoh the diraat word)'-«**^ i^howld have soma handla 
to iiar name/* * * 

It was "ihiH Minlrass^ one is ltaj>py to kiiow^ that nlti- 
nmlalj Iminiyial the* nnlmnulifii! Wnlmvis and Imnighi liini 

to Mngdrlnirg for tin* rest of his lifts -Aiul now lot m over 

Iht* Motnvl.ains, to (.liriuiiin again ; a htiinlriti-and-<l% inikn 
at one* sfi‘js 


€11 AFTER XII 

viMNcK iCABL mmn came on 

It was before the inkltile of Mays not of Jiiiiie as Fricdricli 
had t^Kjandinh that serious news reaelieci ClinidinL Maj llth| 
from that jilnee, there is a Ijilter to Jordan, which for once 
hm no verses «o lmnt*-rlng in it : lYinee Karl actually coining 
on ; Hussar proeursom, in ({tiautily, stealing iicross to attack 
onr MagarJnes tieyond Elbe ;—and in c(>use<imnaxs Orders 
are out this very clay : * Cantonments, cease ; imiiredkte ren- 
* BtiKiting, u 34|*34S» 
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(lezvous, and Encampment at Chrudim here 1 ^ Which takes 
effect two days hence, Monday 13th May : one of the finest 
sights Stille ever saw. ^ His Majesty rode to a height ; you 
never beheld such a scene : bright columns, foot and horse, 
streaining-in from every point of the compass, their clear 
arms glittering in the sun ; lost now in some hollow, then 
emerging, winding out with long-drawn glitter again ; till 
at length their blue uniforms and actual faces come home to 
you. Near upon 30,000 of all arms ; trim exact, of stout 
and silently good-humoured aspect ; well rested, by this 
time ; — ^likely fellows for their work, who will do it with 
a will. The King seemed to be affected by so glorious 
a spectacle ; and, what I admired, his Majesty, though 
fatigued, would not rest satisfied with reports or distant 
view, but personally made the tour of the whole Camp, to 
see that everything was right, and posted the pickets himself 
before retiring.*^ ^ 

Prince Karl, since we last heard of him, had hung about 
in the Brlinn and other Moravian regions, rallying his forces, 
pushing-out Croat parties upon Prince Dietrich’s home-march, 
and the like ; very ill off for food, for draught-cattle, in a 
wasted Country. So that he had soon quitted Mahren ; made 
for Budweis and neighbourhood : — dangerous to Broglio’s 
outposts there? To a ^Castle of Frauenberg,’ across the 
Moldau from Budweis ; which is Broglio’s bulwark there, and 
has cost Broglio much revictualling, reinforcing, and flurry for 
the last two months. Prince Karl did not meddle with 
Frauenberg, or Broglio, on this occasion ; leaves Lobkowitz, 
with some Beserve-party, hovering about in those parts ; — 
and himself advances, by Teutschbi'od (well known to the poor 
retreating Saxons lately !) towards Chrudim, on his gi'and 
Px^oblem, that of 25th February last. Cautiously, not too 
willingly, old Konigseck and he. But they were inflexibly 
urged to it by the Heads at Vienna ; who, what with their 
Bavarian successes, what with their Moravian and othei*, had 
^ Stille, p. 57 (or Letter x.). 
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got into a higli key; — ^and scorned the notion of ‘Peace,’’ 
when Hyndford (getting Friedrich’s permission, in the late 
Chrudim interval) had urged it again.^ 

Broglio is in boxmdless flurry; nothing but spectres of 
attack looming-in from Karl, from Khevenhiiller, from every- 
body ; and Eger hardly yet got.^ Fine reinforcement, S5,000 
under a Due d’Harcourt ; this and other good outlooks there 
are ; but it is the terrible alone that occupy Broglio. And 
indeed the poor man, — especially ever since that Moravian 
Business would not thrive in spite of him, — is not to be called 
well offl Friedrich and he are in correspondence, by no 
means mutually pleasant, on the Prince-Karl phenomenon. 
‘Evidently intending towards Prag, your Majesty perceives ! ’ 
thinks Broglio. ‘ If not towards Chrudim, first of all, which 
is 80 miles nearer him, on his road to Prag !’ urges Fried- 
rich, at this stage : ‘ Help me with a few regiments in this 
Chrudim Circle, lest I prove too weak here. Is not this the 
bulwark of your Prag just now ? ’ In vain ; Broglio (who 
indeed has orders that way) cannot spare a man. ‘Very 
well,’ thinks Friedrich ; and has girded-up his own strength 
for the Chrudim phenomenon ; but does not forget this new 
illustration of the Joint-Stock Principle, and the advantages 
of Broglio Partnership. 

Friedrich’s beautiful Encampment at Chrudim lasted only 
two days. Precursor Tolpatcheries (and, in fact. Prince Karl’s 
Vanguard, if we knew it) comes storming about, rifer and 
rifer; attempting the Bridge of Kolin (road to our Maga- 
zines) ; attemptii^ this and that — meaning to get between 
us and Prag; and, what is worse, to seize the Magazines, 
Podiebrad, Nimburg, which we have in that quarter ! Tues- 
day May 15th, accordingly, Friedrich himself gets on march, 
with a strong swift Vanguard, horse and foot (grenadiers, 
hus^or% dragoom), Prag-ward,^ — -probably as far as Kutten- 
berg, a fine MghJying post, which commands those Kolin 
^ Orlich, i 226. * 19th April {Guerre de Bohh ii 77-8l). 
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parts ; — will march with despatch, and see how that matter 
is. The main Army is to follow under Leopold of Anhalt- 
Dessau tomorrow, Wednesday, ^so soon as their loaves have 
come from Konigsgratz,’ — ^for ‘an Army goes on its belly,’ 
says Friedrich often. Loaves do not come, owing to evil 
chance, on this occasion : Leopold’s people ‘ take meal in- 
stead ’ ; but will follow, next morning, all the same, accord- 
ing to bidding. Readers may as well take their Map,"^^ and 
accompany in these movements ; which issue in a notable 
conclusive thing. i. 

Tuesday morning, 15th May, Friedrich marches from 
Chrudim : on which same morning of the 15th, Prince Karl, 
steadily on the advance he too, is starting, — ^and towards the 
same point, — ^from a place called Chotieborz, only fifteen 
miles to southward of Chrudim. In this way, mutually 
unaware, but Prince Karl getting soonest aware, the Van- 
guards of the Two Armies (Prince Karl’s Vanguard being in 
many branches, of Tolpatch nature) are cast athwart each 
other; and make, both to Friedrich and Prince Karl, an 
enigmatic business of it for the next two days. Tuesday 
15th, Friedrich marching along, vigilantly observant on both 
hands, some fifteen miles space, came that evening to a 
Village called Podhorzan, with Height near by ; ^ Height 
which he judged unattackable, and on the side of which he 
pitches his camp accordingly, — himself mounting the Height 
to look for news. News sure enough : there, south of us 
on the heights of Ronnow, three or four miles off, are the 
Enemy, camped or pickeering about, 7 or 8,000 as we judge. 
Lobkowitz, sutely not Lobkowitz? He has been gliding 
about, on the Frmch outskirts, far in the south-west lately : 
can this be Lobkowitz, about to join Prince Kari in these 
parts? — ^Truly, your Majesty, this is not Lobkowitz at all; 
this is Prince Karl’s Vanguard, and Prince Karl himself 
actually in it for the moment,— anxiously taking view of ymr 
Vanguard; recognising, and admitting to himself, ‘Pooh, 

* At p. 350. * Stille, pp. 60, 61. 

VOL. IV. r 



338 FIRST SILESIAN WAR ENDS iHooKxnr. 

fSitf'Viyth May 

they will be at Kuttcnberg before us ; no umj in hnstoaiiig. 
Headquarters at Willimow tonight; here at Rtuuiow to- 
morrow : that is all wo can do ! ’ * 

Tomorrow, 16th May, l>efore Runrise at Potlluirziui. the 
supposed Lobkowitz is clean vanWied : thcrt? is no Enemy 
visible to I'riedrich, at Ronnow or elsewhere. D-uvi»g Frietl- 
rich in con.siderable uncertainty : clear only that tltere are 
Enemies copiously about ; that he himself will hotd-ou for 
Kuttcnberg; that Young Ijcopold must gt;t hillu'rw.-ud, with 
steady celerity at the top of his effort,— part* of the ground 
being difficult; especially a muddy Stream, caliwl Dtibrowa, 
which h)X 8 only one Bri<lge on it fit for artillery, the Bridge 
of Sbislau, a mile or two ahead of this. Instructions are sent 
Leopold to that effect; and farther t!>at lAiopohl must 
quarter in Czaslau (a substantial little Town, with bogs 
about it, and military virtue) ; and, on the whole, keep done 
to heel of us, the Enemy in force being J»ear, Upon whidi, 
his Majesty pushes-on for KuUcnbcrg ; Frince I.eopold fol- 
lowing with best diligtmce, ncconling to Fregmin. His 
Majesty passed a little place called Neuhof that afternoon 
(Wednesday 16th May); and cuc.-mqH-d a short way from 
Kultcnherg, behind or north of that Tdwn, tml, of whidi, 
on his approach, there fled a considemble cloud of Austrian 
Irregulars, and * left a large baking of bread.’ Bread just 
about ready to their order, and coming hot out of the ovens ; 
which was very welcome to his Majesty that night j and will 
yield refreshmenti partial refr^ment, nmet momiiig, to IMnce 
Leopold, not too comfortable on Me meal-idiet just now, 

Poor Prince Izjopold had his own difficult^ this day; 
rough ground, very difficidt to {mss; and coming on the 
Height of Podhorzan where his Majesty was yesterday, 
XiepeM Sem crowds of hrmmrs, needing a cannon-shot or 
two ; sees evident symptoms, to southward, that the whole 
Force of the Enemy is advancing upon him ! * Speed, tib«n, 

fear Sbislau Bridge yonder; across the Dobrowa, with our 
* Orlich, i. 333 . 
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ArtillcM'v-wji^'ous, or we are Kr;! ! '' IViuee Kerl, with Ihissar™ 
pjirlies all aboiil;, is fully juvare of IVitire Liuipoltl and his 
luoveineiils, aiui is rollinj^ oin Honnow - Wim! all day, to cut 
him o/F, in his del,nelie<l slate, if possible. 1 Vince Karl mii!j;*hl, 
wilJi eas(‘, have broken this Dobrowa. Urid^-t*; atid l.eo[H>ld and 
luilitary men re<‘of»’nise il: as a. eapilul n( 7 »;hrF Hint Ik* dul not. 

Leopold, ov(‘rIoa(h‘d with such intrieacies and anxicti(‘s, 
sends-olF three iuess(‘n<>’(‘rs, Ollieers of mark (Selunettan Junioi 
one of them), to api>ris(‘ llu^ Kin**: : I he Ollieers return, un* 
aide to gel; across lo his Majesty ; 1^‘opold sends jiropca 
(letaelinuait of horst* with them, uncertain still whelhcr tlu^y 
will get tlirough. And night is falling; we .shall evidtadly 
be too Ja.l:e for getting (Vaslnn : vv<dl if we can occupy 
Clio tusitz and the environs; a small clay Ifamlct, tliretr mih's 
nearer us. It w'as 11 at night before tln^ r<%nrgu?ird got into 
(3u)tusitz: (Vaslau, tliriH* miitss soulh of us, W(‘ cannot attend 
to till tomorrow morning.^ And the lhr(‘e mesMeug<*r.s, dt*< 
spatebed with escort, m'ikI back no word. H.ave (hey ever 
got to his Maj(*sly ? L(*opoI(l semis olF n fourth. '^Pliis 
fourth one do(*s g(‘t through ; reports to his Majesty, 11ml, 
by all appearance, tlu*re will be Halth^ on Hu* morrow early; 
that not (-mlaM, but only (’hotusitv: is ours; and that In- 
struclions are wnnh'd. I)ct‘p in the night, this fourth 
messenger reliirns; a \veh‘omc awakening for IVinia* Lt^opold ; 
who studies his Majesty s Instructions, and will inakr* his ilis- 
positions accord ingl v. 

It is or il in 11 k‘ niorning;," in LcripoKTs Cainj), 
Bivouac rallxM*, with its facu to (he soulh, and (’holusit/. 
ahead. 'Thursday 17th May 1745;^; a furiously iinpoilntii 
Day aliout to dawn. High Troblian of the y/iih I'Vbimry 
last; Brilaimic Majesty aini his Ilyndfords nml Hot)insous 
vainly protesting : it had lo la* (Heel; Mungarum Maji^sty 
having got, from Britannic, the sinews for Irving it : and litis 
is Lo bi‘ the Day. 

^ Odich, Pi). 





340 FIRST SILESIAN WAR ENDS [BOOK xiIL 

[17th May 174a 

CHAPTER XIII 
BATTLE OF CHOTUSITZ 

Kuttenberg, Czaslau, Chotusitz and all these other places 
lie in what is called the Valley of the Elbe, but what to the 
eye has not the least appearance of a hollo w, but of an 
extensive plain rather, dimpled here and there ; and, if any- 
thing, ratW sloping from the Elbe, — were it not that dull 
bushless brooks, one or two, sauntering to 72or3?Award, not 
southward, warn, you of the contrary. Conceive a flat tract 
of this kind, some three or four miles square, with Czaslau on 
its southern border, Chotusitz on its northern ; flanked, on 
the west, by a straggle of Lakelets, ponds and quagmires 
(which in our time are drained away, all but a tenth part or 
so of remainder); flanked, on the east, by a considerable 
puddle of a Stream called the Dobrowa ; and cut in the 
middle by a nameless poor Brook Q Brilinha’* some write 
it, if anybody could pronounce), running parallel and in- 
dependent, — which latter, of more concernment to us here, 
springs beyond Czaslau, and is got to be of some size, and 
more intricate than usual, with ^islands’ and the like, as it 
passes Chotusitz (a little to east of Chotusitz) ; — this is our 
Field of Battle. Sixty or more miles to eastward of Prag, 
eight miles or more to southward of Elbe River and the Ford 
of Elbe-Teinitz (which we shall hear of, in years coming). A 
scene worth visiting by the curious, though it is by no means 
of picturesque character. 

Uncomfortably bare, like most German plains ; mean little 
hamlets, which are full of litter when you enter them, lie 
sprinkled about ; little church-spires (like suflFragans to 
Chotusitz spire, which , is near you) ; a ragged untrimmed 
countiy: beyond the Brook, towards the Dobrowa, two or 
more miles from Chotusitz, is still noticeable something like a 
* See Plan at p. 350. 
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Deerpark, with umbrageous features, bushy clumps, and 
shadowy vestiges of a Mansion, the one regular edifice within 
your horizon. Schuschitz is the name of this Mansion and 
Deerpark ; farther on lies Sbislau, where Leopold happily 
found his Bridge unbroken yesterday. 

The general landscape is scrubby, littery ; ill- tilled, scratched 
rather than ploughed; physiognomic of Czech Populations, 
who are seldom trim at elbows : any beauty it has is on the 
farther side of the Dobrowa, which does not concern Prince 
Leopold, Prince Karl, or us at present. Prince Leopold’s 
camp lies east and west, short way to north of Chotusitz. 
Schuschitz Hamlet (a good mile northward of Sbislau) covers 
his left, the chain of Lakelets covers his right ; and Chotusitz, 
one of his outposts, lies centrally in front. Prince Karl is 
coming on, in four columns, from the Hills and intricacies 
south of Czaslau, — ^has been on march all night, intending a 
night-attack or camisado if he could ; but could not in the 
least, owing to the intricate roadways, and the discrepancies 
of *pace between his four columns. The sun was up before 
anything of him appeared : — drawing out, visibly yonder, by 
the east side of Czaslau ; 30,000 strong, they say. Fried- 
rich’s united force, were Friedrich himself on the ground, will 
be about 28,000. 

Friedrich’s Orders, which Leopold is studying, were : ^ Hold 
by Chotusitz for centre ; your left wing, see you lean it on 
something, towards Dobrowa side, — on that intricate Brook 
(Brtlinka) or Park- wall of Schuschitz,^ which I think is there ; 
then your right wing westwards, till you lean again on some- 
thing : two lines, leave room for me and my force, on the 
comer nearest here. I will start at four ; be with you be- 
tween seven and eight, — and even bring a proportion of 
Austrian bread (hot from these ovens of Kuttenberg) to re- 
fresh part of you.’ Leopold of Anhalt, a much-comforted man, 
waits only for the earliest gray of the morning, to be up and 

^ Sbislau^ Friedrich hastily calls it {CEuvres, ii. 121-126) ; Stille (p. 63) is 
more exact. 
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doing. Fi'om Chotu.sitz ho .spromls out k'flwards towai'iln tho 
Brtlinha Brook, — difBcult ground that, mdil: for cavidrj, with 
its bogholoa, islands, gulli<'S and broken surface ; laitter have 
gone across the Brtlinka with mere infantry, and leant on the 
wall of that Dcerpark of Schuschitz with pcrhajw only 1,000 
horse to support, well rearward of the infantry and this diffi- 
cult groxind ? So men think, — after the action is over.' And 
indeed there was certainly .some uiisnrmngenu'ut. there (done 
by I.eopokr.s subordinates), which had it^« idlects shortly. 

Leopold was not there in person, arr.i aging that left wing; 
Leopold is looking after centre and right. IIo peitieivcs, llie 
right wing will be his Ix^st chance ; knows that, in general, 
cavalry must be on both wings. On a little eminent* in front 
of hia right, he sees how tlie Enemy comes OJi ; CiMwlan, 
lately on their left, is now getting tt> rear of them Anti 
you, stout old General Biuldenhroek, sprciul yourself out to 
right a little, hidden Imhind this rising ground ; I think we 
may outflank their left wing by a few mjuadrons, which will 
be an advantage.’ 

Buddenbrock spreads himself out, ns hidden ; had Budden- 
brock been reinforced by most of the horse that could do no 
good on our /g/I wing, it is thuughl. the Battle hatl gone 
better. Buddenbrock in this way, secretly, outflanks the 
Austrians; to his right all forwaitl, he has that string of 
manihy pools (Lakes of CVirkwite so-ailled, onUlovvlngs from 
the Brook of Neuhof), and cannot be taken in flank by any 
means. Brook of Neuhof, which his Majesty crossed yester- 
day, farther north; — and ought to have r<pcpo»xl by this 
time ? — -said Brook, hereabouts a mere fringe of qmigmircs 
and marshy pools, is our extreme boundaiy on the west or 
right ; Brook of Brtlinka (unluckily mt wall of the D«rpark) 
bounds us eastward, or on our left. Prince Karl, drawn-up 
by this time, is in two lines, (savalry on right and left, but 
rather in bent order; bent towards u« at botib ends (being 
dainty of his ground, I suppo.;**) ; ami com«-on in hollow- 
• Stille, pp. 63-67, 



CHAP, xin.] BATTLE OE C HOT US IT Z ;M;J 

17th May 1742] 

crosccui: ibriu ; — which is not rcckoncti orlhudos: hy inilitnrv 
men. What all these Vilhiovs, human iiulivulunls nml {<‘rrilic(l 
deer, are thiukin^j^, I never can conjec'tiirc 1 'I'hirk solo,! 
peasants, terrilied niirsin<j^-nu>thcrs : Better to nm and ludf, 
I should say; mount your <j:arron plou‘;h horst^s, Irule yota* 
butter-pots, meal-barr(‘Is ; run at least ten miU's or s(> ! - 

It is now past seven, a hot May mornintc, the Austrians 
very near ; — and yond(‘r, of a surety, is his Majestv couiiuj!^. 
Majesty has marched since four ; and is at his t hut*, 

loaves and all. llis men rank at once in the eormu- k-ft for 
them ; one of his horse"f*’eneraks, I^diwald, is .sent to tlu- left, 
to put straight what may be awry there (caimot <|tnle <lo it, 

he cither): -and the attack by Bii(idenl)rock, who s(‘cret)y 

outflanks here on the right, this shall at onct‘ tak<‘ etlert. 
No Ksooner has his Majesty got upon tln^ little eminenrr or 
rising ground, and scanned the Austrian lines for an in taut 
or two, than his cannon-hattc'ries awaken ht*n‘ ; givr the 
Austrian horse a good blast, by way of mtirning salutatinn 
and overture to the conec'rt of the day. And Buddeubrock, 
dej)loying under cover of that, chargers, Mirst at a trot, ihvti 
at a gallop," to see what can he dom* upon tluun with the 
wliite weappm Old Buddenhrock, surely, <li<i m>t hini t^li 
ride in the charge? He is an old man of seventy; lia . 
fought at Oudennrdo, Malpla<(U<‘l, nay,al Sl< .adiirk, atul hmi 
run-through the body, under Dutch William; is an eld 
ac(|iminta,nce of (,’harles xiub (weu ; and ‘at Nuh nudv liv 
Friedrich Wilhelnds cotlin, afl(‘r so nuieh unend.uH e during 
life. The sp(H*ia.l leader of th<' eliarg<‘ was Brtaio^' ; al .n n 
veteran gentleman, but still only in the fif{i<*s : he, 1 (*oj;rlnde, 
made the charge; first at a trot, then at a gallop, wuh 
swords flashing hideous, and (‘vebrows knit. 

"The dust was prodigious," says Frit^driclu w<nther bring 
dry and ground sandy; for a space of lime you could Ma* 
nothing but one huge whirlpool of dust, with tlie of 

steel flickering madly in it : however, Buddenhrock, ouifiank- 
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ing Iht! AiiHlrifui lirst Hue of horac, Hid hurl them from their 
jilace ; by aud i)y you see the dust- tempest numing south, 
faster ami faster soulli, — that is to say, the Austrian hoi-se in 
flight; for lhid<Ieubrock,outfla!iking them by three squadrons, 
hiiH tumbled their fimt line topsy-turvy, and they rush to 
n'ui ward, he following away and away.* Now were the time 
for a frc'sh force of Prussian cavalry, • for example, those you 
have stantiiiig useleHs behind the gullies and (pmgmires on 
yotir left wing (says Stille, tifter the eveid) ; — due sujiport to 
Biuldonbrock, and all that Austrian tmvalry weie gone, and 
their infantry left bare. 

But now again, m'., do not the <lu8t-c!ou<l« pause ? They 
pause, laoimting higher and higher; they dance wildly, then 
roll back towaixls us ; too evitlently back. Buddenbrock has 
come upon the se«)nd line of Austrian horse ; in too loose 
tntler Buddenbi*ock, by this time, and they have broken itim : 
—and it is a nmtual defeat of horse on this wing, the 
IVijHsian rather the worse of the two. And might have l)een 
M-rious, hiul not Bolhenhurg plunged furiously in, at this 
crisis, (piile through to the Austrifui infantry, and restored 
matters, or more. Making a confuseti result of it in this 
(juarler. Austrian horse-reglmenls there now were that fled 
quite away; as did even one or two fotd reginmuts, while 
the Prussian infantry dashed forward on them, esttorted by 
Rolhenhurg in this manner,— who got badly wounded in 
the business ; and was long an object of solicitude to Fried- 
rich. And contrariwise certain Prussian horse also, it was 
too visible, did not oomptwe themselves till fairly a-rear of 
our f<M)t. This is Shock ilret in the lk.ttle ; there are 'Hiree 
Shocks in all. 

Partial <diHrgiiig, fencing and flourishing went on ; but 
nothing very ellljctual was done by Use horse in this quarter 
farther. Nor <li(l the fire or eflTort of the Pnissian infantry 
in this their right wing continue; Austrian fury and chief 
effort having, by tlxis time, broken-out in an opposite quarter. 

^ '(Muwisdi IL ia|# 
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So that the strain of the Fight lies now in the other wing 
over about Chotusitz and the Brtlinka Brook ; and thither 
I perceive his Majesty has galloped, being ‘always in the 
thickest of the danger’ this day. Shock Second is now on. 
The Austrians have attacked at Chotusitz ; and are threaten- 
ing to do wonders there. 

Prince Leopold’s Left Wing, as we said, was entirely de- 
fective in the eye of tacticians (after the event). Far from 
leaning on the wall of the Deerpark, he did not even reach 
the Brook, — or had to weaken his force in Chotusitz Village 
for that object. So that when the Austrian foot comes 
storming upon Chotusitz, there is but ‘ half a regiment ’ to 
defend it. And as for cavalry, what is to become of cavalry, 
slowly threading, under cannon-shot and musketry, these 
intricate quagmires and gullies, and dangerously breaking 
into files and strings, before ever it can find ground to 
charge ? Accordingly, the Austrian foot took Chotusitz, 
after obstinate resistance ; and old Konigseck, very ill of gout, 
got seated in one of the huts there ; and the Prussian cavalry, 
embarrassed to get through the gullies, could not charge 
except piecemeal, and then though in some cases with des- 
perate valour, yet in all without elFectual result. Konigseck 
sits in Chotusitz ; — ^and yet withal the Prussians are not out 
of it, will not be driven out of it, but cling obstinately ; 
whereupon the Austrians set fire to the place ; its dry thatch 
goes up in flame, and poor old Konigseck, quite lame of gout, 
narrowly escaped burning, they say. 

And, see, the Austrian horse have got across the Brtlinka, 
are spread almost to the Deerpark, and strive hard to take 
us in flank, — did not the Brook, the bad ground and the 
platoon-firing (fearfully swift, from discipline and the iron 
ramrods) hold them back in some measure. They make a 
violent attempt or two; but the problem is very rugged. 
Nor can the Austrian infantry, behind or to the west of 
burning Chotusitz, make an impression, though they try it, 
with levelled bayonets and deadly energy, again and again : 
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the I’russian ranka are as if built of rock, and their fire is so 
sure and swift. Here is one Austrian rcgiuient, came rushing 
on like lions; would not let-go, death or no-death: — and 
here it lies, shot-down in ranks ; whole swaths of dead men, 
and their muskets by them, — ns if they had got the word 
to teke that jjosturc, and hiul done it hurriedly I A small 
transitory gleam of i>roud rage is visible, deep down, in the 
soul of I'Vii*drich as he records this fact. Shock Second was 
very violent, 

'fhe Austrian horse, after .such exjHTiuu'ul.lug in the 
Brtlinka (juarter, gallop off to try to charge the Prassians 
in the rear; — ‘pleasanter by far,’ jmige many of them, ‘to 
plunder the Prussian camp,'' which they descry in those 
regions ; whitlwsr aceordingly they nish. Too many of them ; 
lUid the Ilussura as one man. To the sorrowful indignation 
of Princo Karl, whose right arm (or wing) is fallen paralytic 
in tlus manner. After the Fight, they repcTiled in dust and 
ashes ; and went to say so, as if with the rope about their 
neck ; upon which he pardoned tliein. 

Nor is Prince Karl’s left wing gaining garlands just at this 
moment. Shock Third is aw.nkeuing ;--and will be decisive 
on Prince Karl. Chotusitz, set on lire an hour since (about 
9 A.M.), atill burns; cutting him in two, as it were, or dis- 
joining his left wing from his right : and it is on his right 
wing tiiat IMnce Karl is dejmnding for victory, at present ; 
his left wing, ruffled by those first Praasian charges of horse, 
with occsoaional Ihrussian swift musketry ever since, being left 
to its own inferior luck, which is iK-ginning to produce 
im|)rf;iNi(>a on it. And, lo, on tlie sudden (what brought 
finis to the hnsiucss), Friedrich, seizing tl»e nionicnt, com- 
mands a united cljaige on this left wing ; Friedrich’s right 
wing dashes forward on it, dotihlc-tpiick, taki» it furiously, 
on front and flank ; fifteen fieldpieces preceding, and intoler- 
able musketry behind them. So that the Austrian left wing 
cannot stand it at all. 
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The Austrian left wing, stornic<l-in upon in this nuiniuT, 
swags and sways, throaloning to tumble pelhnell upon (lie 
right wing ; which latter has its own hands fidl. No 
Chotusitz or point of defence to hold by, Prince Karl is 
eminently ill-off, and will be hurled wholly into the Brtlinka, 
and the islands and gullies, unless ho mind ! Prince Karl, 
— what a moment for him ! — noticing this inuleuiabk* pheno- 
menon, rapidly gives the word for retreat, to avoid woi-se. It 
is near upon Noon ; four hours of battle ; very lienas on both 
the wings, together or alternately; in the centre (wcstwnnl ot 
ChotusitK) mostly insignificant : ‘ more than half the Prus- 
sians ’ standing with arms shouldered. Ibrinco Karl rolls 
rapidly away, through Cmslau towards south-west again , 
loses guns in Czaslau ; goes, not quite broken, hut at doulilo- 
quick time for five miles ; cavalry, Prussian and Austrian, 
bickoi’ing in the rear of him ; and vanishes over tlu' horizon 
towards Willimow anil Haber that night, the way he hati 
come. 

This is the battle of (Ihotusite, cuIUhI also of (^zaslau ; 
Thursday 17th May 174S. Vehemently fought on both 
sides ; — calculated, one may hope, to end this Silesian matter f 
ITie results, in killed and wouiuIihI, were not very far from 
equal. Nay, in killed the Prussians suffered con:;idi rnl>ly the 
woree; the exact Austrian cipher of killed being wluh* 

that of the Pniasiana was TOO.*,, owiu/f chiefly to ihuse 
fierce ineffectual honsiM-luirgcs and bickmiii*!;;^, on the right 
wing and left, ‘above 1,S00 Prussian taivalrv were dtiilnni’d 
in these.’ But, in fine, the general lo.ss, iueluding woundeil 
and missing, amounted on the Au.strian side (prisoners being 
many, and deserters very many) to near seven lliimsaud, and 
on the Prussian to between four and five.’ Two (Jenerals 
Priodrich had lost, who are not specially of our m-quiunlauce ; 

* Orlich, i. 355 ; FMilgii dtr Pnusun, p. nj j Stille, pp. 63'7 j i Friwfiflch 
himself, (Pm/w, ii. lai-iaGj and (I'A pp. i 4 S*lSO>thc Ncw9pa|w» ' 

written alsO' liy him* 
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am I Heveral viniiip;i*r IrumdH w!u>m lie kiviii Ecilheiiburg, wlio 
wm ill lliiii finsi ehnrge of Iicim? with BiMltleiibroek, or in 
reacnie of Buddriihrock, ami tlitl t-xploli;;, gnt badly Imit, lai- we 
»aw,«-..»4iiii’lly, not fatally^ m b'rii?ciiidiH lirat terror wiui^—and 
wore Ilia arm in a aling for a long while iiflcrwimls. 

Bitiltleiibrock's diargi% I sinoe hear, wm riiinetl by the 
dmi;^ the King^a vnnguanK under Hotlienhurg, ii ^new-riuml 
n’[!;hiieni. of hiiHHari in gimm,' eoming to tlie itmme, were ink- 
taken for AuNtriuns^ anti the cry rone^ * Enemy to rear!'* 
wlheli hrouglit Ilothonhuig hin tiiminter* Friinfrieh iimch 
loved iitui valmat the man ; Iiiin afterwarcls m 

AinhaHHatlof to .Emnre and in plaeeH of trust. Frietlrich's 
anihasHadoin are oftentMl soldiem m well ; brtxi soldiers, h© 
finds, if they rhtinre to have naturtil are fittest 

for all kinds of work.— Some eighteen Austrian ciinnon were 
got ; no stencliutk, Iwamas, said the Fni«iaii», they took the 
|iremiition of bringing none to the field, but had teforelmnd 
rolled them all ii}i, out of hariifii way.' ii» dose with 
this Fraction of ''ropogrephy old and new : 

* King Frkairlrli |sitTlm?«isl Nine Aeri» of frooinl, ni«r Chotudte, 

to lairy the nhiin ; reiiiiai It from the |>ro|irietor for twenlj-flve yeart.^ 
I Mke«b Where are Ihoio nine mrm; wliat erofi is now ti|Hm them? Imt 
»uM Imrn nothing. A tihn |HW|ilo, thoio laior <.!si«h itiipld, 

dlrty"«klnn#4, lll-glv#ii ; not one in twenty of thein i|mkl«g any 
titrmiiii f— an«l mr clrfigomau a fortultoiw Jew Pedlar } with tiai motirn- 
fttliit of human fa«i, thiiwgh a head worth twenty of iltowi C*«idi oati, 

oj)j>rrKr]t.Ml ioiil ! Tlii Ikttk" plain !»»,» rye, harky, mboiliarieoni 
pulse, pototoi», mwily insignirtranl erop itiiit li©r««'fw In 

ptrliftpi iilll of dlghtly riohtr quality, lit liidlwriinliiato 
among die othori j their very Isnoi, If they ever had out, now torn 
away. 

*Tliii (kairitry, « you dastanil by duity ifitrlrtto kriii from Kwtlin- 
btrg, with your left hand to the Elbe, and at length with your tek to 
lt| would h« rather pretty, wort It well enlllmttd, too «riffy littor 
iwept of, and r«|ila4Jid by verdure anti rwonabl# umbri^t htjm and 
toert. Tht Field of Chotuilti, whtr# ym iRtirgo on II, !• a wide wavy 
plMn ; too itoif It of Cholualto, and, thrm m four mill* farlhiri lltl ^ 

* GSmms di A>fiAWr» it lan ^ II. 6|4# 
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Czaslau (pronounced are the conspicuous objects 

in it. The Lakes Friedrich speaks of^ which covered his rights and 
should cover ours^ are not now there^ — ^^all, or mostly all_, drained 
away, eighty years ago,'* answered the Czechs ; answered one wiser Czech, 
when pressed upon, and guessed upon ; thereby solving the enigma which 
was distressful to us. Between those Lakes and the Brtlinka Brook may 
be some two miles ; Chotusitz is on the crown of the space, if it have a 
crown. But there is no height” on it, worth calling a height except 
by the military man ; no tree or bush ; no fence among the scrubby ryes 
and pulses : no obstacle but that Brook, which, or the hollow of which, 
you see sauntering steadily northward or Elbeward, a good distance on 
your left, as you drive for Chotusitz and steeple. Schuschitz, a peaked 
brown edifice, is visible everywhere, well ahead and leftwards, well beyond 
said hollow ; something of wood and deer-park ” still noticeable or 
imaginable yonder. 

^ C lotusitz itself is a poor littery place ; standing whitewashed, but 
much unswept : in two straggling rows, now wide enough apart (no 
Kdnigseck need now get burnt there) : utterly silent under the hot sun ; 
not a child looked out on us, and I think the very dogs lay wisely asleep. 
Church and steeple are at the farther or south end of the Village, and 
have an older date than 1742 . High up on the steeple, mending the 
clock-hands or I know not what, hung in mid air one Czech ; the only 
living thing we saw. Population may be three or four hundred, — all 
busy with their teams or otherwise, we will hope. Czaslau, which you 
approach by something of avenues, of human roads (dust and litter still 
abounding), is a much grander place ; say of 2,000 or more : shiny, 
white, but also somnolent ; vast market-place, or central square, sloping 
against you : two shiny Hotels on it, with Austrian uniforms loitering 
about ; — and otherwise great emptiness and silence. The shiny Hotels 
(shine due to paint mainly) offer little of humanly edible ; and, in the 
interior, smells strike you as — as the oldest you have ever met before. A 
people not given to washing, to ventilating ! Many gospels have been 
preached in those parts, and abstruse Orthodoxies, sometimes with fire 
and sword, and no end of emphasis ; but that of Soap-and-Water (which 
surely is as Catholic as any, and the plainest of all) has not yet got 
introduced there ! ' ^ — 

Czaslau hangs upon the English mind (were not the ignorance so total) 
by another tie : it is the resting-place of Zisca, whose drum, or the fable 
of whose drum, we saw in the citadel of Glatz. Zisca was buried in his 
skin, at Czaslau finally : in the Church of St. Peter and St Paul there ; 
with due epitaph ; and his big mace or battle-club, mostly iron, hung 
honourable on the wall close by. Kaiser Ferdinand, Karl v.'s brother. 


^ Tourist's Note (13th September 1858), 
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on » Frngrcwi to Fmgi rmne to lotlgo at C‘«wltui, ono tftcriuwni : * ivimt 
litlintf* said tite Kakor, atroUing mn tlun Feter^and-Piiori ('huFclii 
iii«l tin' nmco* * Hgli 1 Fnuglt \ * growlotl hi* angrily, <ni hoarhig 

witiii ; anti wtnilcl not haigo in the 1 own, Init hmTu»HHOtl itgaiii, imd drove 
further thiit mmm night* The eluh la now gtine ; tnit Zimnik duHt Ilea 
there irreinovalde till Doomadiiy, In thii lain! where hig liinlw ware nmcle* 
A great haheinolh of a war -raptain ; one of the fiemwti luf!axlhkgt| 
niggetlaai araattiroi over tnada in the form of mini. DavoiiriHl 
With A|?|miita, wharavar digimvorahlii ; I>i«honourari «if lii» Slater ; 
inurderara of the UodVwilmwgdohii Ilnw; them may all the l)evil« holp! 
Bent KiuHor Kigmmmid Supm (^mmmaHmm iigiiin am! ever again, 
Hraitering the Bitter hohtn in an extraordinary wanner ;«a5^isra ooiupun*"* 
aide only hy Death, itnd the reat-Fever pirwing tliat way* 

liw hirth|ditre, Trosfamw, ia a village In the Bndwek lu'lgldiotu-hotul, 
IBB milea tti aoiitli. There, for three eenturiw after ItlWi itood * /dicak 
Oak*' (nnder Hhade of whieh, hk moilier, taken inddenly mt Ilia hiirveat- 
dild, had horn Klaca): a weird ohjeeti gate of Heaven imd of C>rcm« to 
the awpewtltimiii |K»pulat.itin;i akmi At midnight on the ilallow-Kve, 
dark aitiltlia would repair Ihithar, to mt m twig of the 7*km Oak : twig 
of it piit, at the right momenti omier ymir itilliy, inanrei good kek, 
lendi pith to mn and heart, whieh li already good litek, So that ii 
Bishop of those parts, lielng of some miltore, ha<! to out ii down, almve 
a hnmlred years ago," -'-and Imlld iome Chapel In lla tteiid ; no Oak 
tliere now, hiitnn orthodox Inscription, not dated tliiit I amild ieed 


Friedrieli tlici tmt nnudi paraiio the Analriiiim after thii 
Vietory; having the Csowhui region ef them, he 

continiitd there (iit Ivutlmlx-rg mainly); and cli^wieted all his 
induitrj to getting Peace mad©, His of llroglio^ 

and of what help was likely to hi had from ' wdunn 

Mi Coirtf M Friedrich chaiic«i to knoW| had ciRler«l * to 
keep well dew of ftit King of Pro»i% ~hiyi not boen 
flal l.(n'iug* lieaten in this Broglio^ charity wonld 

have been a weak to lean ii{ioii : ht ii happy to inform 
BwigliO', that though kept well clear of» he is not Imltn* 

Blistering Broglio might have guessitl that li# now wo«M 
havt to look to Mmsdt But h© did not ; his ey« satomlly 
dim and bad, beiiif da^asW at this time, by * an ©w-gloriowi 


* llormayr, GSiiimkMsiMr JFMmtMf III* liteih 1 10*145* 
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cory ’ (so Broglio thinks it) of his own achieving. Broglio, 
le couple of days after Czaslau, had marched hastily out 
Prag for Budweis quarter, where Lobkowitz and the 
strians were unexpectedly bestirring themselves, and 
eatening to capture that ^ Castle of Frauenberg ’ (mythic 
Hill-castle among woods), Broglio’s chief post in those 
ions. Broglio, May 24th, has fought a handsome skirmish 
anks partly to Belleisle, who chanced to arrive from Prank- 
t just in the nick of time, and joined Broglio): Skirmish 
Sahay ; magnified in all the Frendi gazettes into a Victoiy 
Sahay, victory little short of Phamalia, says Friedrich ; — 
complete account of which, forgotten now by ail areatuxes, 
to be read in him they call MCauvillon;^ and mak^ a 
tty-enough piece of fence, on the small scale. lobkowitz 
I to give-up the Erauenberg enterprise; and cross to 
dweis again, till new force should come. 

^ Why not drive him out of Budweis,’ think the Two 
mch Marshals, ^ him and whatever force can come ? If 
)se lucky Prussians would cooperate, and those unlucky 
cons, how easy were it 1 ’ — ^Belleisle sets-oflf to persuade 
edrich, to persuade Saxony (and we shall see him on the 
ite); Broglio waiting sublime, on the hither side of the 
>ldau, well within wind of Budweis, till Belleisle prevail, 
i return with said cooperation. What became of Broglio, 
iting in this sublime manner, we shall also have to see ; but 
haps not for a great while yet (cannot pause on such 
;urd phenomena yet), — though Broglio’s catastrophe is 
df a thing imminent ; and, within some ten days of that 
onishing Victory of Sahay, astonishes poor Broglio the 
erse way. A man born for surprises 1 
^ Guerre de Bohimc^ ii. 204. 
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CHAFTEE XIV 

PEACE OP UUKSLAtT 

In actual loss of men or of groumi, the results of that 
tlhotusit'/. Aflkir were not of decisive nattut*. But it had 
Imuj fought with obstinacy ; with great fury on the Austrian 
shic (wlu>, as it were, hiul a lK*t upon it ever since February 
2J>th), Britannic (Icorge, aiul nil tiic world, Umking on: and, 
in tiispiritinent and discmiit to U»e !»eatcn party, it« results 
were consiilcrablu. The voice »f all the work!, declaring 
through its (Jazcltccr I'klitors, * Yon cannot beat those 
Prussiasis ! ’ voice coufinned by one’s own sml thouglsts : — 
in such souiuling of the rams' horns round one's tJericho, there 
is always a strange influence (what is calkai {mnic, a* if Pan or 
sosne gtal were in it), and one's Jericho is the apter to fali I 

Among the Austrian Prisoners, tlicro was a (iencral Fal« 
huait, mortally woumled loo; whom Friedrich, acconiing to 
custom, treated with his l>eHt humanity, though all help was 
hopeless to poor Pallandt. trailing one day at Pnllandt’s 
sick-couch, I‘'riedrich was so svmpath»‘lic, humane and noble, 
that Pallandt was toucJual by it ; and said, Vi^’lmt a pity your 
noble Majesty and my noble Queen should ruin one another, 
for a set of French intruders, who play false even to your 
Miyesty! ‘False?’ Friedrich la<juire» farther: Pallandt, a 
man familiar at Court, has seen a letter from Fleury to the 
Queen of Hungary, conclusive as to Fieury'a good faith ; will 
undertake, if permitted, to get his Majesty a sight of it, 
Frie<irich permits ; the Fleury letter com« ; to the effect : 
‘ Make peace with us, O Queen ; with your Ihtissian neigh- 
bour you shall make — what suits you ! ’ Friedrich read ; 
iMxned conclusively, what {mrlmp he had already as good as 
known otherwise j and drew the inference.* Actual copy of 

* i* #|3 1 llormnyf, dmm§mm^ M* iW | iL 

«♦ I# 
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tins letter the most ardent Gazetteer curiosity could not 
attain to, at that epoch ; but the Fallandt story seems to 
have been time and as to the Fleury letter in such circum- 
stances, copies of various Fleury letters to the like purport arc 
still public enough ; and Fleury’a private intentions, already 
guessed at by FMedrich, are in our time a secret to nobody 
that inquires about them. 

Certain enough, I’eace with Friedrich is now on the way ; 
and cannot well linger : — what prospect has Austria other- 
wise? Its very supplies from England will be stopped. 
Hyndford redoubles his diligence ; Britannic Majesty reiterates 
at Vienna : ‘ Did not I tell you, Madam ; there is no hope or 
possibility till these Prussians are off our hands ! ’ To which 
her Hungarian Majesty, as the bargain was, now sorrowfully 
assents ; sorrowfully, unwillingly, — and always lays the blame 
on his Britannic Majesty afterwartls, and brings it up again 
as a great favour she had done him. * Did not I give-up my 
invaluable Silesia, the jewel of my crown, for you, cniel 
Britannic Majesty with the big purse, and no heart to speak 
of f ’ This she urges always, on subsequent occasions ; the 
high-.souled Lady ; reproachful of the patient, hig-pui-sed little 
Gentleman, who never answers as he might, ‘ For me. Madam ? 
Well — !’— - In short, Hyndford, Podewils and the Vienna 
Excellencies are busy. 

Of these negotiations which go on at Breslau, and of the 
acres of despatches, English, Austrian, and other, let tw not 
say one wore!. I'hiough that tlie Treaty is getting made, and 
rapidly, — though military oficntics do not (piite cease ; clouds 
of Austrian Pandours hov<'ring about ovcryw!uT<! in Prince 
Karl’s rear; pouuring down upon Prussian outpoits, convoys, 
mostly to little purpose} i>opi»g (what proves quite futile) 
they may even bum a Prussian magazine here or there. Con- 
temptible to the Prussian soldier, though very troublesome to 
him. Friedrich regards the Pandour sort, with their jir^Hng 
savagery, as a kind of mflitaty vermin} not conceivable a 

VOI,. JV, jg 
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Frasaiaii fonnutl corps shoultl yicl<! to niiy (hIiIs of Pamlouf 
Tolpatch tai^niggcrj. Nor tlocs the Prussian soldier jieltl ; 
thongh soiiK'tiiiios, like tlu! iiiastii}' gallcti by inroiul of ths- 
trnctetl weasels in too gnsit qnanlify, he may have his own 
(lillicu!tic.s. Witness Colonel Ketzow and the Magazine, nl, 
Pardubifcz (‘daybreak May 24 lh ') ivvmt the infinitude of 
suddcni ‘I'olpalebt'ry, bursiing from the woods; rabid enough 
for many hours, bid; inefleclual, upon I'ardubit.’/. mal Retzow. 
A distinguished Colonel this ; of whojn wc Hhitll hear again. 
Whose style of Narrative (modest, clear, grave, brief), inueh 
more, wliose vigilant iiieapugnablc proet-dure on the oeeasion, 
is much to bo commended to the military man.* Erkxirich, 
the better to cover his ,Magn;'.iiies, ami he out of such annoy- 
ances, fell back a little; gradually to IvidtenlaTg again (Tol- 
})atchcry vanishing, of its own accon!); and lay «*n<amped 
there, headquarters in the Sehloss of Maleschau near by,^ — 
till the Breslau Ncgotialions complclcil themselves. 

Prince Karl, fringed with Tolpatchery in this manner, hut 
with much de.sertion, much di.spinlmi'id, in hia main iKaly,— 
the hoops upon him all loose, so to speak, ,^^agger.s zigzag 
hack towards Budweis, and the liohkowitz Party there ; in- 
tending nothing more upon the Prussians -oijmhle now, 
think some Abn-Pruasians, of Iieing well swept out of Budweis, 
and over the horizon altogether. If only his Pruasian Majesty 
will coiipcratc ! thinks Bellcisle. ‘ Your King of Pnjssia will 
not, M. le MarMiall’ answers Broglio — -No, indeed; he 
has tried that trade already, M. lo Manhihal I think Broglio 
and we. The suspicions that Friedrich, so quimeent iwfter his 
Chotusitz, is making Peace, are rife every wlicre ; e.specially in 
Broglio’s head and old Fleury’s ; tiwugh Belkisle persists with 
emphasis, officially and privately, in the oppo.site opinion, 
‘ Husht, Mes.sieurs ! ’ Better go and see, however. 

Bellcisle does go ; starts for Kid-Uudjcrg, for Dtwden ; hte 
beautiful Budwei.s project now ready, French reiaforosments 
streaming towards us, heart high again, — if only Friedrich 
' Given in Seyfarth, Oe^lisgty i. 548 *t iqq. f 



ciiAr.xiv.] PEACE OF BHESLAU S5f> 

5th June X74a] 

and the Saxons will coiipomte. Jklk'isk*, the two Helleisles, 
with Vnlori and Company, arrived June 2<1, at Kutteuhorg, 
at the Schloss of Malcsdiau ; — ‘ spoke little of Cholusilz,' 
says Stille; ‘and were none of them at the pains to ride to 
the ground.'’ Marikihal Belhnsle, for the next three days, had 
otherwise speech of I’riedricU ; especially, on June iJth, a 
remarkable Dialogue. ‘ Woift your Majesty eodpernlt' ? 

‘ Alas, Mon.seigmair de Belknsle — ’’ How gladly would we 
give thi.s last Itialogiu; of Friedrich’s and Belleislc’s, one of 
the most ticklish conceivable : but there is not anywhere the 
least record of it that can l)e called authentic ; — and we learn 
only that Friedrich, with considerable diatinctnew, gave him 
to know, ‘ clearly’ (say all the Books, except Friedrich’s own), 
that cooperation was henceforth a thing of the preterplu- 
pcrfect tense. ‘All that I ever wanted, more than I ever 
demanded, Austria now offers ; can any one blame me that 1 
close such a business os ours has all along been, on such terms 
as these now offered me are ? ’ 

It is said, and is likely enough, the Pallandt-Fleury I.ettei 
came up ; as probably the Moramm Fora^, and various 
Broglio jHUissgcs, would, in the train of said I.etter. To all 
which, and to the inexorable painful corollary, Belleisle, in his 
high lean way, would listen with a stem grandiose composure. 
But the rumours add, On coming out into the Anteroom, 
dialogue and sentence now done, Mouseigneur do Belleisle 
tore the peruke from his head ; and stamping on it, wjw 
heard to say volcanically, ‘That cuiscd parson , — ce mmidii 
cedotie' (old Floury),—* has ruined everything 1’ Perhaps it is 
not true ? If true, - llu^ prompt valets would tpHckly repliuw 
Monseigueur’s wig; chasing his long slridcs; and silence, in 
so dignified a man, would cloak whatever emotions there we«.* 
He rolled off, he and his, straightway to Dresden, there to 

* AdeliwR, Hi, a, tS4j etc., etc. (tmfrt eft (illent «l>o«t the wig) 

admits, as all Book# tie, the perfect clrarnrss ; ‘-'Ctimp.H'*-, however, (Euvrt* dt 
MtUfic i and also Itroglio’i »tr*np darknew, twelve day* later, and Belleiik 
now beside him again {Cam/iagnes det TVeiEr v, igo, 191, ofdate 

lyth Tune) j—darknesi due porhap* to the itrange humonr Broglio was then in 7 
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invite cooperation in the Budweis Project ; there also in vain. 

Co-operation,’ M. le Mar&hal ? Alas, it has already 

come to operation, if you knew it 1 And your Broglio is — . 
Better hurry back to Prag, where you will find phenomena ! 

June 15th, Friedrich has a grand dinner of Generals at 
Maleschau ; and says, in proposing the first bumper, ^ Gentle- 
men, I announce to you, that, as I never wished to oppress 
the Queen of Hungary, I have formed the resolution of 
agreeing with that Princess, and accepting the Proposals 
she has made me in satisfaction of my rights,’ — ^telling them 
withal what the chief terms were, and praising my Lord 
Hyndford for his great services. Upon which was congratula- 
tion, cordial, universal ; and, with full rummers, ^ Health to 
the Queen of Hungary ! ’ followed by others of the like type, 
‘ Grand-Duke of Lorraine ! ’ and ^ The brave Prince Karl 1 ’ 
especially. 

Brevity being incumbent on us, we shall say only that the 
Hyndford-Podewils operations had been speeded, day and 
night ; brought to finis, in the form of Signed Preliminaries, 
as ^Treaty of Breslau, 11th June 1742’; and had gone to 
Friedrich’s satisfaction in every particular. Thanks to the 
useful Hyndford, — to the willing mind of his Britannic 
Majesty, once so indignant, but made willing, nay, passionately 
eager, by his love of Human Liberty and the pressure of 
events I To Hyndford, some weeks hence,’^ — conclude, on 
Friedrich’s request, — ^there was Order of the Thistle sent ; and 
grandest investiture ever seen almost, done by Friedrich upon 
Hyndford (Jordan, Keyserling, Schwerin, and the Sword of 
State busy in it ; Two Queens and all the Berlin firmament 
looking on); and, perhaps better still, on Friedrich’s part 
there was gift of a Silver Dinner-Service ; gift of the Royal 
Prussian Arms (which do enrich ever since the Shield of those 
Scottish Carmichaels, as doubtless the Dinner-Service does 
their Plate-chest);— and abundant praise and honour to the 
^ 2d August {Hddm-Geschichte^ ii. 729). 
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useful Hyndford, heavy of foot, but sure, who had reached 
the goal. 

This welcome Treaty, signed at Breslau, June 11th, and 
confirmed by ^ treaty of Berlin, July ^8th,’ in more explicit 
solemn manner, to the self-same effect, can be read by him 
that runs (if compelled to read Treaties) ; ^ the terms, in com- 
pressed form, are : 

1®. ^ Silesia, Lower and Upper, to beyond the watershed and the Oppa- 
stream, — reserving only the Principality of Teschen, with pertinents, 
which used to be reckoned Silesian, and the ulterior Mountain-tops' 
(Mountain-tops good for what? thought Friedrich, a year or two afber- 
afterwards !) — ^ Silesia wholly, within those limits, and furthermore the 
County Glatz and its dependencies, are and remain the property of Fried- 
rich and of his Heirs male or female ; given up, and made his, to all 
intents and purposes, for evermore. With which Fiuedrich, to the like 
long date, engages to rest satisfied, and claim nothing farther anywhere. 

2®. ^ Silesian Hutch-English Debt ' (Loan of about Two Millions, better 
half of it English, contracted by the late Kaiser, on Silesian security, in 
that dreadful Polish-Election crisis, when the Sea-Powers would not 
help, but left it to their Stock-brokers) ^is undertaken by Friedrich, 
who will pay interest on the same till liquidated. 

3®. ^ Religion to stand where it is. Prussian Majesty not to meddle in 
this present or in other Wars of her Hungarian Majesty, except with his 
ardent wishes that General Peace would ensue, and that all his friends, 
Hungarian Majesty among others, were living in good agreement around 
him.' 

This is the Treaty of Breslau (June 11th, 174S), or, in 
second more solemn edition. Treaty of Berlin (July 28th 
following); signed, ratified, guaranteed by his Britannic 
Majesty for one,^ and firmly planted on the Diplomatic 
adamant (at least on the Diplomatic parchment) of this 
world. And now ; Homewards, then ; march ! — 

Huge huzzahing, herald-trumpeting, bob-major-ing, bursts 
forth from all Prussian Towns, especially from all Silesian 

^ In Bdd&n-GmhichU, i. 1061-4 (Treaty of Breslau), ib, 1065-5^0 (that of 
Berlin) ; to be found also in Wenck, Rousset, Scholl, Adelung, etc. 

® Treaty of Westminster, between Friedrich and George, 29th (i8th) 
November 1742 (Scholl, ii. 313). 
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THE SURROUNDINO ElJllOPI^^. AN WAR 
DOES NOT END 

AuoirHX 1742 -Jur.Y 1744 


CHAPTER I 

FTinCDlMCir RKSUMICS HIS VKAVKAnUV. rUUSUITS 

I'^uiKDiiicifs own Toacc being made on such terms, his wish 
a,nd hoj)c wiiH, that it mlglit soon be followed by a gt^neral 
Ihiropean one; that, the liv<vcoal, which luul kindled this 
War, being (iueneh<'d, the War itself might go out:. Silesia 
is his ; farther interest in the Controversy, except that it 
would end itself in some lair niamuM*, lw5 has none. ^ Silesia 
being settled,** think many, thinks Friedrich for one, wliat 
else of real and solid is there to settle ? ** 

The European Public, or Inmevoleut individuals of il, (wa^ry- 
where, iudulged also in this hope, ‘How glorious is niy 
King, the y<>ung<\st of I he Kings and the grandest I** eKclaiuis 
Voltaire; (in his LetUa-s to bViedrirh, at this tinuO, and I'O- 
exclaims, till bVietlrich has lo iulerftM’e, and pt)liU*Iy sto]) 
it : ‘ A King who <*a,rries in tlu^ one hand an alhconijuering 
swt>r<l, but in th<^ other a blessed olive-branch, and is the 
Arbiter of Fairope for Peace or War!^ ‘ bVit^drich the 
ThinV (so Voltairt‘ calls him, counting ill, or misled by 
ignorance* of Gtaauan nomenclature), ‘ Friculricli t,h<^ U'hird, I 
mean b'rit'drich tlu^ <Jrc;at {PWiIrnc Ic (h'und)^ will do this, 
and do that; pr()l)al)ly the first emergence of that epithet 

86i) 
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in numan speech, as yet in a quite private hypothetic way.^ 
Opinions about Friedrich’s conduct, about his talents, his 
moralities, there were many (all wide of the mark) : but 
this seemed clear. That the weight of such a sword as 
his, thrown into either scale, would be decisive ; and that 
he evidently now wished peace. An unquestionable fact, 
that latter ! Wished it, yes, right heartily ; and also 
strove to hope, — though with less confidence than the 
benevolent outside Public, as knowing the interior of the 
elements better. 

These hopes, how fond they were, we now all know. True, 
my friends, the live-coal which kindled this incendiary whirh 
pool {one of the live-coals, first of them that spread actual 
flame in these European parts, and first of them all except 
Jenkins’s Ear) is out, fairly withdrawn ; but the fire, you 
perceive, rages not the less. The fire will not quench itself, 
I doubt, till the bitumen, sulphur and other angry fuel have 
run much lower I Austria has fighting men in abundance, 
England behind it has guineas ; Austria has got injuries, then 
successes : — there is in Austria withal a dumb, pride, quite 
equal in pretensions to the vocal vanity of France, and far 
more stubborn of humour. The First Nation of the Universe, 
rashly hurling its fine-throated hunting-pack, or Army of the 
Oriflamme, into Austria, — see what a sort of badgers, and 
gloomily indignant bears, it has awakened there ! Friedrich 
had to take arms again ; and an unwelcome task it was to 
him, and a sore and eostly< We shall be obliged (what is 
our grand dificulty in this Hiistory) to note, in their order, 
the series of European occurrences; and, tedious as the 
matter now is, keep readers acquainted with the current of 
that big War ; in which, except Friedrich broad awake, and 
the Ear of Jenkins in somnambulancy, there is now next to 
nothing to interest a human creature, 

^ Letters of Voltaire, in (Emres de Fridiric^ xxii. 100, etc. ; this last Letter 
is of date ‘July i742/—aImost contemporary with the ‘Jauer Transparency 
noticed above. 
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It is an error still prevalent in England, though long since 
exploded everywhere else, that Friedrich wanted new wars, 
‘ new successful robberies, as our Gazetteers called them ; and 
did wilfully plunge into this War again, in the hope of again 
doing a stroke in that kind. English readers, on consulting 
the facts a little, will not hesitate to sweep that notion 
altogether away. Shadow of basis, except in their own 
angry uninformed imaginations, they will find it never had ; 
and that precisely the reverse is manifest in Friedrich’s 
History. A perfectly clear-sighted Friedrich ; able to dis- 
criminate shine from substance ; and gravitating always 
towards the solid, the actual. That of ^ gloire^ which he 
owns to at starting, we saw hoAv soon it died out, choked 
in the dire realities. That of Conquering Hero, in the 
Macedonia’s-madman style, was at all times far from him, 
if the reader knew it, — ^perhaps never farther from any King 
who had such allurements to it, such opportunities for it. 
This his First Expedition to Silesia, — a rushing-out to seize 
your own stolen horse, while the occasion answered, — was a 
voluntary one ; produced, we may say, by Friedrich’s own 
thought and the Invisible Powers. But the rest were all 
purely compulsory, — to defend the horse he had seized. 
Clear necessities, and Powers very Visible, were the origin of 
all his other Expeditions and Warlike Struggles, which 
lasted to the end of his life. 

That recent ^ Moravian Foray ’ ; the joint-stock principle in 
War-matters ; and the terrible pass a man might reduce him- 
self to, at that enormous gaming-table of the gods, if he 
lingered there : think what considerations these had been for 
him ! So that ^ his look became farouche^ in the sight of 
Valori ; and the spectre of Ruin kept him company, and such 
hell-dogs were in chase of him ; — ^till Czaslau, when the dice 
fell kind again ! All this had been didactic on a young docile 
man. He was but thirty gone. And if readers mark such 
docility at those years, they will find considerable meaning in 
it. Here are prudence, moderation, clear discernment ; very 



!H;2 F.rR(H-l, as WAH not KNOINti Imioicxiv. 

Uii'y-Aue. i74» 

tinu’tiin! I'iiadtif t)f iiih*lli'i'l, wt* tlflhii* it, wliirh quality, 
iiulmi, iH iluf r Hiul loriiutK (lutTOiiie »f all manner 

uf g««hl ijuaiitirfi, ninl faitliJ’n! jitrfuniianws, in a man. 

u[> tn iicliisitm**,’ in llu- iragiful way many are, 

Fcifilrii'li vviui tml ; and, in t'.- il mattew, very siehlom 
imlrfd * Iw Hmtt! a Hu.' 

(Vitain it ift, in* mw his «fd Ueiiwhurg Prugram of 

Life; pruhalily wilii dtnddu relish, after such the 

other way; and t>ii> i-.uN-. it with the tiki anbur; hoping 
much that his lli^-lorv will in' t»f halcyon jatcitic nature, after 
all Wonki the mad War tvhii’jnai! but qinmch itself; 
dnngi'rmw for In h-.; a near ii* i;dib.mv, who is oidy just got 
out uf it ! Fain wouki he lar arbiter, ami help to tjnench it; 
hut it will not tiueiieh. Fora B|wre of Two Years or more 
(till Augtrst n Ft, 'r«i tdy K ^ionlhs in all), Frkslrieh, busy 
on his own alTairs, with earefully neutral nsjaa-t towards this 
War, yet with swonl remly for drawing in ease of need, 
looks on with inli’iise vigilnnee ; using Ins wisest interference, 
not ItMi often either, in that sense and in that only, ‘Iktat 
Peace; oh, conic to Pi-ace ! ’ - and finds that the iienevolent 
Pnhlie and he have latm misfaken in their hojics. For the 
neitt Two Years, we wiy : for the fli-st Year (or till about 
August it'kS), with bojs? not niueh abaUsi, and little actual 
interference msshsl • for tlie latter *P'M l\cvituinlh, with hope 
ever more aliating ; hih ifi is iit c. warning, almost threatening 
«w more neiHleil, and yet of no avail, a* if they had Iseen idle 
talking and gctscokiliim on his part :-~*-tiH, in August 1744, 
h« hasi to— But the rentier ahali gradually see It, if by any 
methoti we am show it him, in aomething of it* real setpience; 
and sliidl jiulge of it by his own light. 

Friwlrich’s Ihmiestic History was not of noisy nature, 
luring rids interval ami intiml in the hf!wi!der«i Reoords 
givan of it, there is nothing visible, at first, but one wide 
vortex of Mfumciim; inanitiw ; Itsading to the di perate con* 
elusion tliat Rdedrich ImmI no domi»tic history at idl. Which 
latter is by no m^in* the fact ! Your poor n Drya*- 



CHAP. I.] PEACEABLE PURSUITS RESUMED 363 

July- Aug. 1742] 

dust (without even an Index to help you) being at least 
authentic, if you look a long time intensely and on many sides, 
features do at last dawn out of those said vortexes ; and you 
find the old Reinsberg Program risen to activity again ; and 
all manner of peaceable projects going on. Friedrich visits 
the Baths of Aachen (what we call Aix-la-Chapelle) ; has the 
usual Inspections, business activities, recreations, visits of 
friends. He opens his Opera-House, this first winter. He 
enters on Law-reform, strikes decisively into that grand 
problem ; hoping to perfect it. What is still more signifi- 
cant, he in private begins writing his Memoirs, And 
furthermore, gradually determines on having a little Country 
House, place of escape from his big Potsdam Palace ; and gets 
plans drawn for it, — place which became very famous, by the 
name of Sans-Soud^ in times coming. His thoughts are 
wholly pacific; of Life to Minerva and the Arts, not to 
Bellona and the Battles 4 — and yet he knows well, this latter 
too is an inexorable element. About his Army, he is quietly 
busy ; augmenting, improving it ; the staff of life to Prussia 
and him. 

Silesian Fortress-building, under ugly Walrave, goes on at a 
steadily swift rate. Much Silesian settlement goes on ; fixing 
of the Prussian- Austrian Boundaries without ; of the Catholic- 
Protestant limits within : rapid, not too rough, remodelling of 
the Province from Austrian into Prussian, in the Financial, 
Administrative and every other respect : — in all which 
important operations the success was noiseless, but is con- 
sidered to have been perfect, or nearly so. Cannot we, from 
these enormous Paper-masses, carefully riddled, ajQFord the 
reader a glimpse or two, to quicken his imagination of these 
things ? 

Settles the Silesian Boufidaries^ the Silesian Arrangements ; 
with manijest proJit to Silesia and himse^ 

In regard to the Marches, Herr Niissler, as natural, was again the 
person employed. Niissler, shifty soul, wide-awake at all times, has 



:HH f.t'Uori'.AM WAH NOT F.NDINtJ fwiOKXiv. 


. I .i * ■' 1/4 

aiiw4|’ till# imiritrjf; * iiiiiii'inl IVh into Uky, mltU U. 
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fllirly tiiiilrrt)» Jay ; Inil hn In nn uliii^rly fal |iiirMyi wittl itf 

lirwilti ; rMiiiiMt nt4nil II10 almtif, niiil tliMiiHitmifiJil 

ttiitl ,5 Imvr# H all In XiN’iIrr ; itliti likii Ifiti 

wiiiti fm Nsb^li-'r lit i*vriilis|f from wttifllif, 

tlw titiiltiiil iVnlnrnl m( lljti tby*« ilnsn^a j Oft! |*iir»y 'nlllifi^ liy, liii|iatlinl 
liir »ii|i|»rr, anti inaklni? nil rHlitiniii#. Ilirn il iiiglit* Hnmhr |iriv*at#ly 
fiiotiiii# ii^aiii ; |o: r.. , ky falltiim nvttr tisi'* |i?riniiii| llwiy 

tint tiMlnal witli irrit Jay, anti laki’^n iinliri’ iif o-i <-};v Nn wnilciiir 

%lm lnjiiritlary '|iilliir»» In mirk miiirifr, ’aliirlt Iti llij# tliy, 

lifiiir titlarks llwi hmn aiiJ ilif»r» liiw liftil fair filiiy 

Nil*#lrr Iw# lift in ml a|i|ailnliii'inii ypt* tin# nf alniiit Hill, aymr: 

III aii my I liar# mpu iw tnw tif 'ftiiiil fartilty »| Icnt^r wiigti. 

Sm iliii Im wr gi4 any aiirnal w lliii liwwl cxiilnsraiw cif 

liiii |»«»r K*il»»lnr il im tlial Im got tmliiiftl in |it?rfi«t 

turirily iif wt*rkiiititi#lil|n an«i t*i Im a nmn wltliwil ilry*rtit in llm win! «f 
fiiin ; wlilrli Iniirinl i# liiralinilalib litrnrim nf n y«wr* atitl 

ii« ilry.'rrit in tin* mini iif ymi aiiytrHrr# ; ItieoifiP ui HMIJMMU. 11 ytiir, will 
untiling ftiii Jryv mal wrtrtti in fkii mnl nf ymi («ily nil* 

I4ii»l#rnn« ritn rftil.il', ■.■■■■ anri |»rntwlJy, mm nf «!} tliliip, 

a |wllw4ly In ymir fHinr limly ilisrll’l : Oli| iny f 


til ««tlliitf tim nr liitnrnai f liiiiila ui 

Nilipk* Frimlrlrli tiki alsw » wnrlmiwillkii tJiliif* filrii»« 

liflwiMii «i4 ; In Itiil lit k Iwnnili iiiii iimw 


il 
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wares and interferences are not needed here. On that footing, be 
pleased to rest content/ 

The Holy Father shrieked his loudest (which is now a quite calculable 
loudness, nothing like so loud as it once was) ; declared he would 
^himself join the Army of Martyrs sooner*; and summoned Sinzendorf 
to Rome: ^What kind of Hinge are you, Gardinalis of the Gates of’ — 
Husht ! Shrieked his loudest, we say ; but, as nobody minded it, and as 
Sinzendorf would not come, had to let the matter take its course. ^ And, 
gradually noticing what correct observance of essentials there was, he 
even came quite round, into a high state of satisfaction with this 
Heretic King, in the course of a few years. Friedrich and the Pope 
were very polite to each other thenceforth ; always ready to do little 
mutual favours. And it is to be remarked, Friedrich’s management of his 
Clergy, Protestant and Catholic, was always excellent ; true, in a con- 
siderable degree, to the real law of things ; gentle, but strict, and with-* 
out shadow of hypocrisy, — in which last fine particular he is singularlw 
unique among Modern Sovereigns. 

He recognises honestly the uses of Religion, though he himself has 
little ; takes a good deal of pains with his Preaching Clergy, from th< 
Army-Chaplain upwards, — will suggest texts to them, with scheme o 
sermon, on occasion; — is always anxious to have, as Clerical Functionar ^ 
the right man in the important place ; and for the rest, expects to ^ 
obeyed by them, as by his Sergeants and Corporals. Indeed, the 
reverend men feel themselves to be a body of Spiritual Sergeants, 
Corporals and Captains ; to whom obedience is the rule, and discontent 
a thing not to be indulged in by any means. And it is worth noticing, 
how well they seem to thrive in this completely submissive posture ; how 
much real Christian worth is traceable in their labours and them ; and 
what a fund of piety and religious faith, in rugged effectual form, exists 
in the Armies and Populations of such a King.^ * * 

" By degrees the Munchows and Official Persons intrusted with Silesia 
got it wi-ought in all respects, financial, administrative, judicial, secular 
and spiritual, into the Prussian model: a long tough job; but one that 
proved well worth doing. ^ In this state, counts one authority, it was 
worth to Prussia ^ about six times what it had been to Austria* ; — from 
some other forgotten source, I have seen the computation ^ eight times.’ 
In money revenue, at the end of Friedrich’s reign, it is a little more 


1 Adelung, iii. a, 197-200. 

* ‘In 1780, at Berlin, the population being 140,000, there are of ecclesiastic 
kind only 140 ; that is i to the 1,000 at Miinchen there are thirty times as 
many in proportion’ (Mirabeau, Monarchu Prussienne, viii. 342; quoting 
Nicolai\ 

3 In Preuss (i. 197-200), the various steps (from 1740 to 1806). 
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liililt llii^ ntsti 1 I 50 * -^^1% nw toii umm^ 

iiiiil|i|siy«, ii-fVr, I til |Di|iulu!i#Gi» tr;Dl»%, i»®rra«'i^ of lirttiGIlfil 

of DO'# rr^'biiEHt-s ) ii*lt|o4 hy i-iI'mI IUo liko,^ 

SU or liiHi ‘4 h .'ful to risoo.;ii; lui.l to llo* liiliisluf wliiit 

ffiiill«'|*l»i Ilf 1 , 0 v Ikt li«’ ^^oonruoil on |n‘iiifi|jlor4 fair 

iilii'l riilioH'il, iImI in to noiloriiiaMii to ti|«|oiiiif niriit. in lliiit 

rii-fi|»rrl ; iiiol l« W govonnni tut ii'lorlt riiiiiwUri vmy 

'ftiloa of l‘nvkt*r,ii »iiil with ut lliO' vi^ry J^litlli|iliwitkm 

I'lililtt : itm h » |»*n’ptiiiil i*o«pl of rn^iup^ will llorivini tci iwery 
tiiiil «if ihii lht|tiiliiiioit ; lli^ olhisr » t#o'»|irl «f lutil ilrt4/4ilntl:i to 

iwin*y iinil *it‘ tlnnn ; tlirm tit* tii Im» foiitiii iti Arilliiitislic 

itlilrh Will «nt|»mw Ihiii ! ■■ rrrl.siin «if IliW In ilm mw 

Ifpvi'triiiiit’iil* iiro »rini nt onr«% iillii'rii, llw ninws valinililis ilo iMit 
uriulrnilly hihI fimtiy tlnyii iwtl pnm, Witli the out 
will the ollior* N'lili'‘»hn» niiimara l«i htwii tohirwhly l•Va^ll 

lltiil \’m^f If ‘I* l«* lhi»s* Srhlr«iipti ha.« hy wnril iiiiil »yiii|iUwfi 

liiilliiitfl hill llinnkftilntiw^ h»r the IVuniiift^f It iiiiihirtt‘eiJt ; mill there 1% 
ftir ilie t««l lltiinIwS Vrum* mt finrt t»f llie llowltilnii itierts 

ltiy»| 1*1 ilie ||«lwii«*l!eris» (whii the Aellww of 'Williinit 

whiifii Iiii4 never twii)* ilmti l!ii« Iheir late*ii wlmii 

wire it tc«i ini itiiiitlilwl illln their tiWIl iliwie.** 


O/'. {if Ihf iil ihrlm 

* * tkn^mnh^r Ttin thf^ tVintrr, t/^riilvn! Imlng rwiie nr jiwl ffinihif, 

hVleilrIrh riitriw lti» New fn? Iielifiiif nf llie fiilliviilwl Hf^rlln 

h ihw Ivillllre, whirh Wen illHitfeiilly Iniilt hy K nnWUtlnrf, 
wlille lliiwe Wiilingi went mi, Mine «f the will fiti«t 

'Oyrra i III the whwie wiirhl ; like m tiinipliiiMii Ihiitir# nitlitr* 
fllwiil# fr## et'i ill »|«r# fur l|CMMl Chmrliei fiiiitiil It ; FIv# frt«t 
Eiiirfiiietii it# mn wtlk ^hrmmi tlirwiih wli ; itnl liiiiil#-*ytHi 

siieiilil fiiti ilintilti hew ! tk^tm nnire like rcMiiiii m iMitnliiirii frit 
vim iiifl perfiet limrliif nf the ttoft fVew fttry fwlnt : »lr fiiiri «i«l 
trm fimwfvtlmmi witter 'fint mily for 'll«lrl«l cMimilrif hiil to 

* 'Uk- ill Briimami ffwiptni, Iteiliii* iSjf* 

written l«» Fifi lwf«rt hf thftt Wfll4iifor»i4 pweii}* I. if# ftiyi l« iliirotiih 
*il* tlttir'i *5 i*w»«, It. » 93 f flvti, ¥tff Infllilinctly, the cl|iliefi of Eetitnttt, in 
1740 »iifl mmi telri Veil 1 wcnfillini to FfWiri«:li liiitwif {C^Virii* Ih loaf, the 
SlWiit itteiiiw fti fmt mm * itiiltii' h; liwi« »»» 

lltifft Million} I , . * , . 

» Fftiii*! I* Ifji »wi {H^« from Klein* i Mmim Jiwisll i I if our 
riiurit fitriiierif 1 ’ * Mtgiiifwlt* t rrgetef hmticli ©f liigliwtf rohlieri 

m « «tr«nr/*f fittilllif foo«l«i with IW irttlii wiif iitritei 1 * ttc*, «lc« 
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<lrown-out any fire or rink of This is Seyfartlfs account^ still 

capable of confirmation by travelling readorB of a musical turn. I have 
seen Operas with much more brillianey of gas and gilding; but none 
nearly so convenient to the human mind and sense; ox* wliere the 
audience (not now a gratis one) attexxded to the music in so meritorious 
a way 

^ Perhaps it will attract moneyed strangers to fre<iuent oar Capital?' — 
some guess, that was Friedrich's thought. ^ At all events, it is a hand- 
some piece of equipage, for a musical King and People; not to be 
xxeglected in the circumstances. Thalia, in general,— let us not neglect 
Tlialia, in such a dearth or worshipablo objects/ Nor did ho neglect 
Thalia. The trouble hViedrich took with his Opera, with his Dancing- 
Apparatus, h'rench (kxmedy, and the rest of tliat affair, was very great. 
Much greatcu’, surely, than this Editor would have thought of taking ; 
though, on reflection, he does not presume to blame. The w'orld is 
dreadfully scant of worshipablo objects : and if your Theatre is your 
own, to sweep away intrusive nonsense continually from the gates of it ? 
Frkulrich's Opera costa him heavy sums (surely I once know approxi- 
mately what, hut the sibylline leaf is gone again upon the winds I)— and 
h© admits gratis a select public, and tliat only.^ ^Tliis Winter, 1742-3, 
was unusually magnificent at Oourt: halls, wirtJmhaJlen* (kind of mimic 
/airt), ^sledge-parties, masiiuermh'.s, and theatricals of all sorts; — and 
once even, Decemlmr 2d, tlie new Golden Table-Service' (cost of it 
200,0004) 'was in action, when the Two Queens' (Queen Regnant and 
Queen Mother) ' dined with his Majesty/ 


Fnedrkh takes the Waters at Jachen^ where Voltaire 
comes to see him 

Montlxs Ixcfore that of the Opcx'a-IIonse or those Silesian 
settlements, Friedrich, in tlxe end of Angiist, what is the first 
thing visible in his Domestic Illstorj, makes a visit, for 
health’s sake, to Aachen (Aix-la-CJhapelle so-called), with a 
view tO' the waters there. Intends to try for a little improve- 
ment in health, as the basis of ulterior things. Health has 
naturally suffered a little in these War-hardships; and the 
Doctors recommend Aix. After Wesel, and the Westphalian 
Inspcjclions, Friedrich, accordingly, proceeds to Aix ; and for 

* Scyftrlh, L *34; Nicolai, Bmkrmkmg mn L 169. 

* Prtniss, i. 277 ; and Freusi, Bmh fUr /edsrmamt^ V loo. 
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, Ull*. 

ftlmii II fDHuij'Iil {S5lli fltli Srplntilirr) iliiiilvN liir‘ 

WiitefM ill iluii pIi! ivnHii|4 phwv Ilf «1i’ii!i'iiingiir ; |i;irliriilHrs 
mil given in tlir IluykN; tUnt 'lie linigwt willi lllirgit'' 

(if iiiij mini III imw knmv llnrgel, iiihI ilki an Aiiilirrire cir 
to m*Ier{; {lemnmi mnv unkmtwii. He k tnil riilirriv uirnutiilo, 
liul ii withmit rnytil ^tiile ; *gtifinl nf twriily innii tin* 
aHCiirl nf 150 inriii' Ining 111 * inrn cif lii?** Iml |>rr .n3ni4.1)1'. 
melt! l\nviigiiiwi cif Am itmitng iit iiii litiimriiry w#iy, Ain In 
prnmi In »*t! him ; he liim?a4f in iniml »ii ilitt walem hint! nt 
o!tl Am 

. I : • r ; • lirAf 11#^ 

My frifini, Ihw «««» C'h I'l !» ) :!;! '» high jilm*®; mikJ hi» dtiml. 
lies hew, these thauimml years !«*t j*asL At»il there hsih! t« 
soar * a very kig*! (tilt i'higle,’ ten feet wide or »«, aloft on 
ttie Culhtilral li'ji'i there, I'laglw luriie»t miothwanl when 
tlie Kaiser was in IVniil.i u!.-ii 1, »?«st»i»ril when he was in 
Teutseli or Teuton-hiiMl i in nstf the Kaiwr's 

whewnhoiits to loyal tnankiiul.' I’higie whith shines on tnt* 
as a htnnnn fact; hiiitiniio ,!y gilt, ihrmigh the dark Dryas- 
{iustie Ages, gone all sjHTlral iiiMler Ihs.i .lij !*. sml hioidliiff. 
Friedri<‘h knows farther, that for many renlnries after, the 
♦ Heich s Iit ;ir;iihi (/fV'iA"; A”, \ 'IdA* used to Iw hen*, ■- 
t: 


was rejirehsitl, whm not im j»n -r.thle ; ni . 

> KShicr, mkhpitht^. 
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Friedrich's suite was not considerable, says the French spy 
at Aix on this occasion ; pomp of Entrance, — a thing to be 
mute upon ! ^ Came driving-in with the common post-horses 
of the country ; and such a set of carriages as your Lordship, 
intent on the sublime, has no idea of.’ ^ Rumour was. His 
Britannic Majesty was coming (also on pretext of the waters) 
to confer with him ; other rumour is. If King George came in 
at one gate, King Friedrich would go out at the other. A 
dubious Friediich, to the French spy, at this moment 
nothing like so admirable as he once was ! — 

The French emotions (of which we say little), on Friedrich’s 
making Peace for himself, had naturally been great. To the 
French Public it was unexpected, somewhat sudden even to 
the Court ; and, sure enough, it was of perilous importance 
in the circumstances. Few days ago, Broglio (by order given 
him) ^ could not spare a man,’ for the Common Cause ; — 
and now the Common Cause has become entirely the Broglio 
one, and Broglio will have the full use of all his men ! 
‘ Defection ’ (plainly treasonous to your Liege Lord and 
Nation) ! ^ hoxTible to think of ! ’ cried the French Public ; 
the Court outwardly taking a lofty tragic-elegiac tone, with 
some air of hope that his Prussian Majesty would perhaps 
come round again, to the side of his aj0G[icted France 1 Of 
which, except in the way of helping France and the other 
afflicted parties to a just Peace if he could, his Prussian 
Majesty had small thought at this time. 

More affecting to Friedrich were the natural terrors of the 
poor Kaiser on this event. The Kaiser has already had his 
Messenger at Berlin, in consequence of it; with urgent 
inquiries, entreaties ; — an expert Messenger, who knows 
Berlin well. No other than our old friend, the Ordnance- 
Master Seckendorf, now titular Feldmarschall, — whom one 
is more surprised than delighted to meet again ! Being out 
with Austria (clamouring for great sums of ‘ arrears,’ which 
they will not pay), he has been hanging about this new 
^ Spy-Letter, in Campagnes des Trois Marichaux^ i. 222. 
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Kaiser, ever since Election-time; and is again getting into 
employment, Diplomatic, Strategic, for some years, — though 
we hope mostly to ignore him and it. Friedrich’s own 
feeling at sight of him, — ask not about it, more than if 
there had been none ! Friedrich gave him ^ a distinguished 
reception ’ ; Friedrich’s answer sent by him to the Kaiser was 
all kindness ; emphatic assurance, ^ That, not hostility ” by 
any means, that loyalty, friendship, and aid wherever possible 
within the limits, should always be his rule towards the now 
Kaiser, lawful Head of the Reich, in difficult circumstances,’ ^ 
Which was some consolation to the poor man, — stript of his 
old revenues, old Bavarian Dominions, and unprovided with 
new ; this sublime Headship of the Reich being moneyless ; 
and one’s new ^Kingdom of Bohemia’ hanging in so un- 
certain a state, with nothing but a Pharsalia-Sahay to show 
for itself ! — 

Among Friedrich’s inconsiderable suite,’ at Aachen, was 
Prince Henri (his youngest Brother, age now sixteen, a small, 
sensitive, shivering creature, but of uncommon parts) ; and 
another young man, Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, his 
Wife’s youngest Brother ; a soldier, as all the Brother's are ; 
soldier in Friedrich’s Army, this one ; in whose fine in- 
articulate eupeptic character are excellent dispositions and 
capacities discernible. Ferdinand goes generally with the 
King; much about him in these years. All the Brothers 
folio# soldiering ; it is the one trade of German Princes. 
When at home, Friedrich is still occasionally with his Queen ; 
who lives at Schonhausen^ in the environs of Berlin, but goes 
with him to Charlottenburg, to old Reinsberg; and h^ her 
share of galas in his company, with the Queen Mother and 
cognate Highnesses. 

i Anoth^ small fact, still more memorable at present, is, 
That Voltaire now made him a Third Visit, -^privately on 
Fleury’s instance, as is evident this time. Of which Voltaire 
^ * Audience, Both July’ 217), 
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Vi.sit readers shall know duly;, by aud by^ what little is know- 
able. But, alas, there is first an immense arrear of War- 
matters to bring up ; to which, still more than to Voltaire, 
tlic alllicted reader must address himself, if he would under- 
stand at all what FriedricFs Environment, or circumambient 
Life-element now was, and how Friedrich, well or ill, com- 
ported himself in the same. Brevity, this Editor knows, is 
extremely desirable, and that the scissors should be merciless 
on those sad Paper- Heaps, intolerable to the modern mind ; 
but, unless the modern mind chanced to prefer ease and 
darkness, what can an Editor do 1 


CHAPTER II 

AITSTEIAN AFFA1R.S AllE ON THE MOUNTING TIAND 

Austiuan allairs arc not now in their nadir“})oint ; a long 
while now siiu^cj tliey passed that. Austria, to all aj)pearance 
dead, started up, and began to strike for herself, with some 
success, the instant Walpole^s ,svi/j[)-roj/al (that first S00,000/., 
followed since by abundance more) got to her lips. Touched 
Iier poor pale lips ; and went tinglixig through her, like life 
and fiery elasticity, out of death by inanition ! Cardinal 
moment, which History knows, but can never date, except 
vaguely, some time in 1741 ; among the last acts of judicious 
Walpole. 

Austria, thanks to its own Khevenhiillers and its linglish 
guineas, was already rising in various (juarters: and now 
when tlio Prussian Affair is sellled, Austria springs up every- 
wliere like an elastic body with the pressure taken from it ; 
mounts steadily, month after month, in practical success, and 
in height of humour in a still higher ratio. And in the 
course of the next Two Years rises to a great height indeed. 
Here, snatxhed, who knows with what difficulty, from that 
shoreless liottomless slough of an Austrian-Succession War, 
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deservedly forgotten, and avoided by extant mankind, — are 
some of the more essential phenomena, which Friedrich had 
to witness in those months. To witness, to scan with such 
intense interest, — ^rightly, at his peril ; — and to interpret as 
actual ^ Omens ’ for him, as monitions of a most indisputable 
nature! No Haruspex, I suppose, with or without ^ white 
beard, and long staff for cutting the Heavenly Vault into 
compartments from the zenith downwards,’ could, in Etruria 
or elsewhere, ^ watch the flight of birds, now into this com- 
partment, now into that,’ with stricter scrutiny than, on 
the new terms, did this young King from his Potsdam 
Observatory. 


War- Phenomena in the Western Parts : King George tries ^ a 
Second Time^ to draw his Sword ; tugs at it violently^ for 
Seven Months (February- — October 1742) 

^ The first phenomenon, cheering to Austria, is that of the Britannic 
Majesty again clutching sword, with evident intent to draw it on her 
behalf.^ Besides this potent soup-royal of Half-Millions annually, the 
Britannic Majesty has a considerable sword, say 40,000, of British and of 
subsidised ; — sword which costs him a great deal of money to keep by his 
side ; and a great deal of clamour and insolent gibing from the Gazetteer 
species, because he is forced to keep it strictly in the scabbard hitherto. 
This Year, we observe^ he has determined again to draw it, in the Cause 
of Human Liberty, whatever follow. From early Spring there were 
symptoms : Camps on Lexden and other Heaths, much reviewing in 
Hyde-Park and elsewhere ; from all comers a universal marching 
towards the Kent Coast; the aspects being favourable. ^^We can 
beside Dunkirk at any rate, <»nnot we, your High Mightinesses.^ 
Dunkirk, which, by all the Treaties in existence, ought to need no 
besieging ; but which, in spite of treatyings innumerable, always does?' 
The High Mightinesses answer nothing articulate, languidly grumble 
something in optative tone; — meaning assent," thinks the sanguine 
mind. Dutch hoistable, after all I” thinks he; Dutch will cooperate, 
if they saw example set!" And, in England, the work of emWking 
actually begins. 

^ Britannic Majesty's purpose, and even fixed resolve to this effect, had 
* Tindal, xx. 552 ; Old Newspapers; etc., etc. 




373 


CHAP. II.] AUSTRIAI^ AFFAIRS MOUNTING 

July-Dee. 1742] 

preceded the Prussian-Austrian Settlement. May 20th,^ ^^Two regiments 
of Foot,"’ first poor instalment of British Troops, had actually landed at 
Ostend ; — news of the Battle of Chotusitz, much more, of the Austrian- 
Prussian Settlement, or Peace of Breslau, would meet them there. But 
after that latter auspicious event, things start into quick and double- 
quick time ; and the Gazetteers get vocal, almost lyrical : About 
Howard’s regiment, Ponsonby’s regiment, all manner of regiments, off 
to Flanders, for a stroke of work ; how Ligonier s Dragoons ” ’ (a set of 
wild swearing fellows, whom Guildford is happy to be quit of) ^ rode 
through Bromley with their kettle-drums going, and are this day at 
Gravesend to take ship ; ” ’ — or to give one other, more specific example : 

^Yesterday’ (3d July 1742), ^General Campbell’s Regiment of Scotch 
Greys arrived in the Borough of Southwark, on their march to Dover, 
where they are to embark for Flanders. They are fine hardy fellows, 
that want no seasoning ; and make an appearance agreeable to all but 
the innkeepers,’ — who have such billeting to do, of late.^ ^Grey 
Dragoons,’ or Royal Scots-Greys, is the title of this fine Regiment; 
and their Colonel is Lieutenant-General John Campbell, afterwards 
Duke of Argyle (fourth Duke), Cousin of the great second Duke of 
Argyle that now is.^ Visibly billeting there, in Southwark, with such 
intentions ; — and, by accident, this Editor knows Twenty of these fine 
fellows I Twenty or so, who had gone in one batch as Greys; sons of 
good Annandale yeomen, otherwise without a career open; some Two 
of whom did get back, and lived to be old men ; the rumour of whom, 
and of their unheard-of adventures, was still lingering in the air, when 
this Editor began existence. Pardon, O reader ! — 

‘ But, all through those hot days, it is a universal drumming, kettle- 
drumming, coast-ward ; preparation of transports at Gz*avesend, at the 
top of one’s velocity. ^^AJl the coopers in London are in requisition for 
water-casks, so that our very brewers have to pause astonished for want 
of tubs.” There is pumping-in of water day and night, Sunday not 
excepted, then throwing of it out again ’ (owing to new circumstances) : 
^250 saddle-horses, and 100 sumpter ditto, for his Majesty’s own use, — 
these need a deal of water, never to speak of Ligonier and the Greys. 
^^For the honour of our Country, his Majesty will make a grander 
appearance this Campaign than any of his Predecessors ever did ; and as 
to the magnificence of his equipage,” — besides the 350 quadrupeds, 
there are above 100 rich portmanteaus getting ready with all expedi- 
tion.’^ The Fat Boy too’ (Royal Highness Duke of Cumberland, one 

^ 9th’ by the Old Newspapers ; but we always translate their o. s, 

2 Daily Post, June 23d (o. s.), 1742. 

® Douglas, Scotch Peerage (Edinburgh, 1764), p. 44. 

^ Daily Post, September 13th {Le. 26th). 
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should say) ^ is to go ; a most hrave-hearted, flaxen-florid^ pump young 
creature ; hopeful Son of Mars, could he once get experience,— which, 
alas, he never could, though trying it for five-and-twenty-years to come, 
under huge expense to this Nation I There are to be 16,000 troops, 
perhaps more ; 1,000 sand-bags ” (empty as yet) ; demolition of 
Dunkirk the thing aimed at/ If only the Dutch prove hoistable ! — 

^ And so, from May on to September, it noisily proceeds, at multiplex 
rates, and often with more haste than speed : and in such five months 
(seven, strictly counted) of clangorous movement and dead-lift exertion, 
there were veritably got across, of Horse and Foot with their equip- 
ments, the surprising number of 16,334; men.” ^ May 20th it began, 
that is, the embarking began ; the noise and babble about it, which have 
been incessant ever since, had begun in February before; — and on 
September 26th, Ostend, now almost weary of huzzahing over British 
glory by instalment, had the joy of seeing our final portions of Artillery 
arrive : Such a Park of Siege-and-Field Artillery,’ exults the Gazetteer, 
c » — gg these poor creatures never dreamt of before. 

^ Magnanimous Lord Stair, already Plenipotentiary to the Dutch, is to 
be Bang’s General-in-Chief of this fine Enterprise; Carteret, another 
Lord of some real brilliancy, and perhaps of still weightier metal, is 
head of the Cabinet ; hearty, both of them, for these Anti-French inten- 
tions : and the Public cannot but think. Surely something will come of 
it this time ? More especially now that Maillebois, about the middle of 
August, by a strange turn of fortune, is swept out of the way. Maille- 
bois, lying over in Westphalia with his 30 or 40,000, on Check to your 
King” this year past, had, on sight of these Anti-Dunkirk movements, 
been ordered to look Dunkirk way, and at length to move thitherward, 
for protection of Dunkirk. So that Stair, before his Dunkirk business, 
will have to fight Maillebois; which Stair doubts not may be satis- 
factorily done. But behold, in August and earlier, come marvellous 
news from the Prag quarter, tragical to France ; and Maillebois is off, 
at his best speed, in the reverse direction ; on a far other errand ! ’ — Of 
which readers shall soon hear enough. 

^Dunkirk, therefore, is now open. With 16,0C0 British troops, 
Hanoverians to the like number, and Hessians 6,000, together near 
40,000, not to speak of Dutch at all, surely one might manage Dunkirk, 
if not something still better ? It is cfter Maillebois’s departure that 
these dreadful exertions, coopering of water-casks, pumping all Sunday, 
go on at Gravesend : Swift, O be swift, while time is 1” And Generalist- 
simo-Plenipotentiary Stair, who has run over beforehand, is ardent 
enough upon the Dutch ; his eloquence fiery and incessant : Magnani- 
mous High Mightinesses, was there, will there again be, such a chance ? 


^ Adelung, iii. a, 201 . 
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The C’atiae of Human Liberty may bo Bocnred forovor 1 Dunkirk-— or 
what is Dunkirk (sveu? Betwetui ub and Paris, there is nothing, now 
that Maillebois is off on eucJi an errand . Why should not wo play 
Marlborough again, and teach thorn a little what ivasion means? It is 
ourselves alone that can hinder it 1 Now, 1 say, or never I — 

* Stair was a pupil of Marlborough's ; is otherwise a shining kind of 
man ; and has immense things in his eye, at this time. They say, what 
is not unlikely, he proposed an Interview with Friedrich xiow at Aachen ; 
would come privately, to '‘ take the waters" for a day or two,— -while 
Maillebois was on his new errand, and such a crisis had riseix* But 
Friedrich, anxious he neutral and give no offence, politely waived 
such honour. Lord Stair was thought to ho something of a Genexml, in 
fact as well as in costume ; —axxd perhaps he was so* Axid had there been 
a proper (himUm of Stair, or new Sarah J ennings,— to cover gently, by 
artemagic, the Britannic Majesty and Fat Boy xmder a tub ; and to put 
Britain, and Bx'itiih Parliament and resources, ixito Steir's band Ihr a few 
years,”— who knows what Stair too might have done 1 A Marlborough in 
the War Arts,— perhaps still less in the Peace ones, if we know the 
great Marlborough,— ho could not have been. But there is in him a 
recognisable flash of magnanimity, of heroic enterpriso and purpose; 
which is highly peculiar in that sordid element And it can be said of 
him, as of lightning striking ineffectual on the Bog of Allexx or the 
Htygian I%xs, that his strength was never tried/— For the upshot of him 
we will wait ; not very long. 

These are fine prospects if only the Dutch prove hoistabk 
But these are as notliing to what is passing, and has passed, 
in the Eastern Parts, in the Bohenxian-Bavarian (piartex', since 
we were there. Poor Kaiser Karl, what an outlook for Ixiin ! 
His owxx real Bavaria, mucli more his imaginary ' Upper 
AuHtria’’ and * (Conquests on the Donan,’^ after that Sdgur 
Adventure, are phxnging headlong. As to his once Kingdom 
of Bolunnia,'’ it hits already plunged ; nay, the Army of the 
Oriflamme is itself near plunging, ixi spite of that Pharsalia 
of a Sahay ! Bavaria itself, we say, is nxostly gone to Klicven- 
Ixuller; Sdgur with his Frexich on xxxareh hoxneward, and nothing 
but Bavarians left. The BtdIeisle-'Broglio grand Budweis Ex- 
pedition is gone totally heels over head; Belleisle and BrogHo 
arc getting, step by step, shut-up in Prag axxd besieged there: 
while Mail Icdxois— Let us try whether, by snatching out here a 
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fragment and there a fragment, with chronological and other 
appliances, it be not possible to give readers some conceivable 
notion of what Friedrich was now looking at with such 
interest ! — 

How Due d'Harcourty advancing to reinforce the Orifiammey 
had to split himself in two ; and become an ‘ Army of 
Bavaria^ to little effect 

The poor Kaiser^ who at one time counted ^ 30^000 Bavarians of his 
own^' has all along been ill served by them and the bad Generals they 
had : two Generals ; both of whom^ Minuzzi^ and old Feldmarschall 
Thorring (Prime Minister withal), came to a bad reputation in this War. 
Beaten nearly always ; Thorring quite always, — ^ like a Drum, that 
Thorring ; never heard of except when beaten," said the wits ! Of such 
let us not speak. Understand only, first, that the French, reasonably 
soon after that Linz explosion, did, in such crisis, get reinforcements on 
the road ; a Due d"Harcourt with some 25,000 faring forward, in an 
intermittent manner, ever since ^ March 4th.’ And secondly, that 
Khevenhiiller has fast hold of Passau, the Austrian-Bavarian Key-City ; 
is master of nearly all Bavaria (of Munchen, and all that lies south of 
the Donau); and is now across on the north shore, wrenching and 
tugging upon Kelheim and the Ingolstadt-Donauworth regions, with 
nothing but Thoring people and small French Garrisons to hinder him ; 
— ^where it will be fatal if he quite prosper ; Ingolstadt being our Place- 
of-Arms, and House on the Highway, both for Bavaria and Bohemia ! 

^ For months past, there had been a gleam of hope for Kaiser Karl, 
and his new Kingdom of Bohemia,” and old Electorate of Bavaria, 
from the rumour of "D’Harcourt’s reinforcement,"" — a 20 or 30,000 new 
Frenchmen marching into those parts, in a very detached intermittent 
manner ; great in the Gazettes. But it proved a gleam only, and came 
to nothing effectual. Poor D"Harcourt, owing to cross orders " (Broglio 
clamorously demanding that the new force should come to Prag ; Karl 
Albert the Kaiser, nominally General-in-Chief, demanding that it should 
go down the Donau and sweep his Bavaria clear), ^ was in difficulty. To 
do either of these cross orders might have brought some result ; but to 
half-rdo both of them, as he was enjoined to attempt, was not wise ! 
Some h^ of his force he did detach towards Broglio; which got to 
actual junction, partly before, partly after, that Pharsalia-Sahay Affiair, 
and raised Broglio to a strength of 24,000, — still inadequate against 
Prince Karl. Which done, D"Harcourt himself went down the Donau, 
on his original scheme, with the remainder of his forces, — now likewise 
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become iwadeiiiiate. Ho ia to join with Feldmarschall Thorring* in the — 
And does it, as wo ahall see proaen tly ! 

Uh May* ^Humour of D'Harconrt had souaewhat cleared 
Bavaria of Austrians ; hut the reality of him, in a divided state, hy no 
means oon'('si>oads. Thus Munchen City, in the last days of April,— 
l)*Hareourt advfincing, terrible as a rumour,— rejoiced exceedingly to 
see the Austrians march out, at their best pace. And the exultant 
populace even massacred a loitering 'Tol patch or two ; wlio woll-deserve 
it, think the populace, judging by their experience for the last three 
months, since Bjirenklau and Mentzol became King here. — ^niumour of 
Dllarcourt?*' answers Khovonhuller from the Kelheim-lbissau side of 
things : Let us wait for sight of liim, at least V* And orders Munchen 

to be ro<u*(uipi<‘,d. So that, alas, within a week,” on the 5th of May, 
BSranklau is back upon the poor City ; exacts severe vengeance for the 
Tolpatch business ; and will give them seven months more of his 
company, in spite of D'Harcourt, and ^Hhe Army of Bavaria'* as he 
now called himself;* — new ^Army of Bavaxua' when once arrived in 
tliose Countries, and joined with poor Thdrring and the Kaiser's people 
there* Such an ^ Army of Bavaria,* hrst and last, as— as Khevotihhller 
could have wished it I Under D'lTarcourt, joined with old Feldmarsehall 
Tbdrring (him whom men liken to a Prum^ ^ never heard of except when 
beaten*), this is literally the sum of what fighting it did : 

nihjaHimrg (Ueggendorf Donau-Country), May D'Harcourt 

and Thr>rring, after junctioxi at Donauwiirth sevei*al weeks ago, and a 
good deal of futile marching up and down in those Donau Countries,— 
on the left bank, for most part ; KhevenhClller holding stifHy, as usual, 
by the Inn, the Iser, and the rivers and countries on the right,— did at 
last, being now almost within sight of Passau and that important valley 
of the Inn across yonder, seriously decide to have a stroke at Passau, 
and to dislodge Khevenlulller, who is weak in force, though obstinate.* 
They perceive that there is, on this left bank, a post in the woods, 
(Jastle of Hilgarlsberg, none of the strongest Casties, rather a big Country 
Mansion than a Castle, which it will ho necessary first to take, lliey go 
accordingly to take it (May 2Bth, having well laid their heads together 
the day before) ; march through intricate wet forest country, peat above 
all abundant; tee the Castle of Ililgartsherg towering aloft, picturesque 
object in the Donau Valley, left bank are met by cannon-shot, case 
shot, shot of every kind ; likewise by Croats apparently innumerable,^ by 
cavalry salirings and levelled bayonets ; do not behave too well, being 
excessively astonished ; and are glad to get of again, leaving one of their 
guns lodged in the mud, and about a hundred unfortunate menA This 


♦ See ma|) at end of this Volume. 

* Gmrn di BMmii li, 146-8, 136, etc 
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iftiitf tll«g'tiit#tl ^ wilh llir t|if%fi|k|ii»it ii!iif 

lill'pffliliilll#f ilif ■. ttwk t<* Ilf tr/i lies * 

Ifnlfifif Iiliii8#lf III ihr ‘Ikwiw tliereiilfiiiiti, lk|4|,»'eiiilfirf tlie 

rlilpf wirpiiflli for liitii ; ami gmr h|i till |irr|ia|« iir‘lirr timti 

ifilglil ifrive/ Wm niy hnn fpwl m llip vlrliwllifii^' ile|inrk 

itiwili ii«p til liwf fit! imirp wf liim hi tlik Ili«4,i4ri* : mtil gliall mif imly 
tliil Ikifilii iU Hiixe, lipforp foiiif* fplipw# liim itf thk lliiviiriiiii 4riity; 
-'Wk! will !♦# mmn pf ll, tifi « mmt Ijiwiiiew 

tint 

Karl I*i Invp rml tlmn^htn nf rrrallhii? tlik Hihrrinf, 

wlip i« f riW'fi tpr)‘ ; ami tif 

Kpi^ktpiihsrf Ifiilpwl. A mmrm wlikli flplfokfo l%m iirpti plrpiifly rercitu* 
ttiPtiiiltijf for ««tiP fitsif. if^rkppilwrf K at |ir»8Ptii * fsitliPrliif imiiit fa 
tli» ili»pr4*l»l« * (l'|»|?pr r#ml iiifnlitiilt to %pr, tn 

ItoliiiHifi iKai i#i fortfhni *»ti tito K^ter’i lieluiif 

tliprPi kHprplf • llkpltor iiitfi lliaii yitii? Ttiiirrhif ! * iirgPi ifolipkk 
Wito wlipffi Ih# Kiik'pr ftiwliv rftt«|:i!^ * miniliuitw 

ilip Ipvalimlilp llmmng * In lib mwleni 
to piir C*ftlil«#t CfoiiPPlK wiilrli wiir# fcNi*flt lik grp»l iifi,* In wfileli mf$ 
|w*tl |iwir lliftrrlfif, life# n l>riiiit teuton ii|ipri* Iiip llitmriifprifi % 
lilr *4 h; Bprkpp«li»rf ^gliltof to lib »I«II innp to 

wilfip&'i, ffwrp «r 

Kli«m?iiliiillrrX ii n rl. jHwtititft fw «thtol in 

Vivtiiiii, piglit c*r iiiiie tttf.iiit,li.» ngii ; grimly woliitik tirilliiig 

Iili •11,000 tif witK tlm wlinflimmiws all liiwy ! 

llwt litr i4,-in MajtslyV rliiiif muxm^ wKicIi in now 

liitO' ciiitJmoki 0f m i}iiite triiiiiifilitiiit iiiiliiit*i hm Imm 
iIihI i..tvtr tlii Mtw Orillatiiiii© limits llie IfollriMlt * Ilroflici 
Aruiv"*- iwftit t# htf Miywly to triiiiiifiti iiver ! Shortly 
lift#? €li 0 tiiiilif diortly alter that Fliiimlifi c# a Saltny, 
waiitri iftiriifiil»r Htllti»lii% in# Fwijret, ♦rimjnh'ifi! altiick 
©n Hiitiwpi», ami ©f Ilolieinlg eltiir " -wiiclcw miw 

r'4*%. in 111 © Srtili^ of Stii Iiwti nisliiiig 

out (witii to liia own wig, m}% r«iiioiir| ; hunyuig off 

til for roM|a’$*alUm ; «jmlly in ttiti. • Ccill|»mtioiK 

ii I# 'Itoteimli attic'll m fliiilwtii P— IIiw m iwoth«p 
f ri^ttitiil : 
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Him JMkisIc^ rcturnhig* Jrom Dresden without CoojwraMon^ 
Jlmncl the Attack had hem done^ — in ajhtalhj rctwrse wa;ij. 
Prog Gwpectmg Siege, Colloquy with liroglio on that 
interesting point Frag besieged 

JBudweis^ June 4ith^-Pragy June ISth, * over since that 

Saliay ^ (which had been foug'ht so gloriously on Frauenherg's account), 
lay in tlie Castle of Frauenherg, ixi and arouml^-'-luther side of the 
Moldau river, with his Pisok thirty miles to rear, and judicious outposts 
all about. There lay Brogiio, meditating tho attack on Budweis ' (were 
coiiperation once hero), — ^ when, contrariwise, altogether on the sudden, 
Biuiweis made attack on Brogiio ; tumbled him quite topsyturvy, and 
sent him home to Frag, uncertain which end uppermost ; rolling like a 
heap of mown stubhle in the wind, rather than marching like an Army ! * 
^ ^ Take one glance at him : 

^June phf 1742* (dhy before that of Bclleisle's 'Wig' at Malesclmu, 
had Belleisle known it I) — ' Prince Karl, being now free of tbo Prussians, 
and ready for new work, issued suddenly from Bmlweis ; stnhlenly stept 
across the Moldan, — by the Bridge of Moldau-l'cin, sweeping away the 
French that lay there. Prince Karl swept away this first French Post, 
by the mere sight and sound of him ; swept away, in like fashion, the 
second and all following posts; swept Brogiio himself, almost without 
shot fired, and in huge flurry, home to Frag, double-quick, night and 
day,'— with much loss of baggage, artillery, prisoners, and total Joss of 
one's presence of mind. " l^oor man, he was horn for surprises ” (said 
Friedrich's Doggerel long ago) ! Manonivrcd consummatoly ' (he asserts) 
' at diferent points, behind rivers and tho like; but nowiiero could he 
call h}dt, and resolutely stand still. Which undoubtedly ho could and 
should have done, say Valori and all judges ; — nothing <|uito immediate 
being upon him, except the waste-howling tagraggery of (Croats, wlunn 
it had been good to ijtiench a little, before going farther. On the third 
night, June 7th, he arrived at Pisek ; marched again before daybreak, 
leaving a garrison of 1,200,— who surrendered to Prince Karl next day, 
without shot fired. Brogiio tumbling on ahead, double-quick, witli the 
i.agraggery of Croats continually worrying at his heels, haggogc-wjigons 
sticking fast, country people massacring all stragglers, panted homo to 
Prftg oTi the 10th; with ''the Cross of the Army don't you 

oh:'i'rve I" And thinks it an excellent retreat, he if no one elsoA 

' At Pisek, Prince Karl has ceased chasing wiili his regulars, the pace 


^ Gmm di ii. 122 , etc. ; v. 167 (his own Despatch). 
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l*iiifig «i iiiir-timifwiilr mli\. Fr«*m , lVifir«* liurl ?r;sr;. 

1*1 iiitrn*i^|4 m «*f llufi'itiirt rpiiifnrrf^iiwiit.^ itliD 

rtwiliig lii^l inmi «Id» it* Imt lii tiiifli flurry mmli 

mil iiiiiiil it, Ilf? Iiml lift huutfmtwf 0 , niitl it mmit i*y ijmiti iurk, ititl iiiJiiiiige- 
iii#iil %4 llwl jmiif unikfmtpmvuU 'tllil In |«rl ^4^1 llirwigh 

lit limn »tnl In |*«rl In Ilr*i|ili4i Itiw riiEiiiiiniHl 

niiii«*r III# wifellii Ilf IV«# l III n tmmnrn tliMiiili ^llll lilii»terntw rniifiltiDii ; 
Ilk |:i««iil«iii# nil i ftinl inilliiiilf in IlDlifiiiia 

llfiir lilii. 


IViif, t7lk Jmm ttik Au0n$f, * It |i ill tltiiii?fl||ililliii| iJiiit IIeIIiiInId, 

fVnin lli# |inll*niWr||4trr«bii «iliii|#f$ (Jtiiwt fliiiii Iiln 

llrifflln, Mwt tliliikt if ; iiitl iiiitliiiiff Inife a 

Hbfn ill l*r«t iriiif ; flntngli in iif iflftrwil ii|iiitif*ti| nr, 

lilimlifflsig iiknit lili l«i# iniriiriil«tti,ii r#tr«it, tinl «|li«f tilgli Um 

illll# fmnm III# ftjfiiiiittti i»ll fi« iiirli fiiclr»ii 0 «iisi iiiiintc' 

• • * * Ftpin ih 0 f li#4 iiiw»#r«l ll»liifl«if .* ** Kritldiiit in 

l»» wmi# isf |lfiiiiili*ii dllD^r, yt»n ? Ilwii gn ynn «$tl luki? tlw 
rntwiiatMl *1 l%'«f ; mni In llip llituriiii Army. 

yniii W'tol imii hm imt$m hf ^ghth$g.'* I In tlili trriinti IW k rD!n#i 
tl^ii Irr'-kii ifiiiiift iiii4 Akitirl witli to lliin litiirk rrklii* 

iniiilil i|« nl Iwnl ill# tImTwo 

Alii.r#liiii» li#fl * (mm Itil f#f' ri#H«»*|ny» tor lli#y hill mnrt iliiiii mm, 
n:# ton" iwi |ii*^il4#; Hmghm ultuf^llmr lijiiflirtiiw, wilftlitirDUi, 

t|lfii’4ilf In with m% fwilit# * ** Anii|r tif iiiwwr« 

Hrwglirt ; ** I #r|ii linf# ilnwiii tVn Itoltolitnii *tf lli# mlnfm» 

w«il, llmm I t#ll Vw ? IVnf iiity p tn tim - Wlial 

I In -iln wllli Pwii? 11m lfiir#rl»l «f Fwfien, .nuri ■.♦Mital. 

iit#r »iiiril», mill m ll*# wf hml nf iii#l * ! Nay, hut. 

mhmw ll ,|P^r l» mmmmti Iti Pfm* ? ** 

Itolliilf|% Iti lit hmtg liw ii«i CnfiiftiWim rfflitly ilrftitiiHmt 

Ilf Ifc# a? imly 111 flWIfl I’Wlfl* i lilt# 1 

I I IWlI 1 Iiyliif it 

inwii ! ** 

* torwittil^ nlHi ti#rv«i| iiitl «f I# iii|i«r it 

ifif ril#:, %k^ imwttw# Hit it in iliii* tfi# nfiiwew 

III llriif llo ir# «ilm miA Cliii tliliif 

Im III iltfitillulf j Will il. Ifitoiitkifii »«» | 

mi wltlfetf I# fwiilii pr wp-itii tint, f# In Itomrln Mil litlifi 

If »# ll# ili«ll ill Hi C!wrii% iir ; Ifiitiilrfi iifil« 
It|i,:t Pitif ticliiil ill llrtiflte will 

»fii ^f.r. mth t 4'i4ii.y| hurt llii^ 1%ii Itoltoiltoiii, wiiit liit# %»« 

'•iwiiill w«»% to lltiiij liltili «ii mii 


* i lii-lili f, IP, 114 tit* tit. 
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must try to drive im inou do pigs, covertly anti by tbe rule of 
contraries^ while Prag falls niuler iHioge. 

What an outlook for his Most Christian Majesty's serviee, - fatal 
altogether, had not BeUeislo been a high man, and willing to under take 
j)ig-diiving J * * ^ Diseourageinent in the Army is total, were it not 
for Belleisle; anger against Broglio very great The Ollicers declare 
openly, We will tjuit, if Broglio continue Ceneral ! Our commissions 
were made-out in the name of Marechal de Belleisle"* (in the spring of 
last Year, when he had such levees, more crowded than the King’s])— 
* are not hound to serve another General!”-—'^ You recognise me for 
your General?" asks Belleisle. ^^Yes!*’ — *^Theu, I hid you obey 
M, de Broglio, so long as lie is here." ’ ^ * 

^ June 27tL The (Jrand-Duke, Maria Theresa’s Ilushand, come IVom 
Vienna to take command4n- chief, joins the Austrian main Army and his 
Brother Karl, this day; at Kdnigsaal, one march to the south of Prag. 
Friedrich being now off their hands, why should not they hesiego Prag^ 
captux^e Prag ! Under Khevenhiillei*, with Bllrenklau, and the Mcnteels, 
lYencks,^ — poor DTIarcourt merely storing victual,— -Bavaria lies safe 
enough. And the Oriilamme caged ixi IVag:— Have at the Oridamme ! 

^ Prag is begirdled, straitened more and more, from this day. Formal 
Siege to begin, so soon ‘’^as tbo artillery can come up"’ (wbicb is not 
for seven weeks yet). ^And so, in due, Augmi 17% all at once," 
furious bombardment biu-Bts-out, from 8G mortari and above 100 big 
guns, disposed in batteries around.^ To winch the French, Belleisle’s 
high soul animating everything, as furiously responded ; making con- 
tinual sallies of a hot desperate natm*e ; especially, on the dfth day of 
the siege, one sally’ (to be mentioned by and by) ^ which was very 
famous at Frag and at Paris,’ ^ * 


Coneernmff the Italian War which shmdlancovdij went on, 

all along 

War in Italy,— the Spaxiish Termagant veiy high in lier 
Anti-Pragmatic notions,— there had been, for eight months 
past ; and it went on, fiercely enough, doggedly enough, on 
both sides for Six Yfoars more, till 1748, when the general 
Finis caxne. War of which we propose to say almost 
nothing ; but must request the reader to imagine it, all 
along, as influential on our specific affairs. 

The Spanish Termagant wished ardexxtly to have the 

^ Valori, i. x66i * Gusrr$ de Bahhu, ii* X49, X70» 
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MJiiiirn' liiiii |n’i f nu'i'i! nt\ a.jsaiiHy;*' fiif lirr M'l'onii Iiiftiul^ 
fliiii Finhp, n Ifriil Is'ilinu ulltl licirt Isi'IhIh til Ih,! 

M'«lr-ii fiM\ ;i-. 1)»*M mirr diiMi*. gi't to 

If*”* 1*M|**' ih'y. ffii?", tl |ipp«’ya''s* f^iUlI 111** tM:ii| ^Iril Iii1‘ ( wfiCI at 
M::ii iuiir '-fh.'ii IlilV f**!' li*’*' : ' Writ* !ll*IV hi tl'Hl 

i’ll liillrii liHisi* J * llr^lllrr» Liiinv }ii‘r liir ii liitiv of 
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* lliailri llifiifliifk AmMdm$*$ K«^ii iHilliiiff, I, tfjl: ki«i I7iii April 
S|tii I iifeii tini ifigtiid list Ififc Fibrimir {Ckrtel# t# |||* 
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y;mud sLcudy battle i.s that of I’rance and Don .Philip, strug- 
gling spasmodically, ^ ear after year, to got a road through the 
coidmes or side-scenes, — natnely, those Savoy Passe.s. They 
try it by this l*ass and by that ; Pass of Demont, Pass of 
'Villa-Frauca or Montalban (glorious for Pranw;, !»ut futile), 
Pass of Exillos or Col d’Assiettc (again glorious, again futile 
and fatal) ; somotime.s l)y the way of Nice itself, and rocky 
nude-tracks overhanging the sea-edge (liriti.sh Naval-cannon 
playing on them) ; — and can by no way do it. 

There were line (ighting.s, in the interior too, under Generals 
of mark ; General Browne doing feats, excellent old General 
lAldmarst;hall Traun, of whom we shall hojir; Maillebois, 
Bellcislc the Younger, of whom we have heard. There was 
Battle of Campo-Santo, new battle there (Traun’s) ; there 
was Battle of llottofreddo; of Piacenza (doleful to Maillebois), 
— ibllowed by Invasion of Provtmee, by Revolt of Genoa and 
other things : which all readers have now forgotten.^ Readers 
are to imagine this Italian War, all along, as a fact very loud 
and real at that time, and continually pulsing over into our 
German Events (like half-audible thunder below the horizon, 
into raging thunder above), little as we can afford to say of 
it here. One small Scene from this Italian War ; — one, or 
with difficulty two ; — and if possible be silent about all the 
X'est : 

Scene, Rocuh of Cadisi, October 1741 : Jh/ what asUmis?dng‘ 
Artifice thiff Italian War did, at knffth, get begun 

* * ‘The Spanish Corirl, that is, 'rormagant Klissabeth, who rules 
everybody there, being in this hmnour, was passionate to begin ; and 
stood ready a good while, indignantly champing the hit, before the sad 
preliminary obstacles could ho got over. At llnrcolonn she had, in the 
course of last summer, doubly busy over since Mollwitz time, got into 


» Two elaborate worki on the subject are said to be instructive to military 
readers : Buonamici (who was in it, for a while), De Bello Italico Cemmeniarii 
(in Works of Buon.atnici, Lyon, I 7 So)» *'*‘1 Pesay, Campagnes dt MailkboU (our 
Westphalian friend af;iiin) en ItalU, 1745-46 (Paris, I 77 S)- 
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Other Scene^ Bay of Naples, 19th-S0th August 1742 : King 
of Two Sicilies {Baby Carlos that was), having been 
assisting Mamma, is obliged to become Neutral m the 
Italian War 

Readers will transport themselves to the Bay of Naples^ and beautiful 
Vesuvian scenery seen from sea. The English-Spanish War^ it would 
appear, is not quite dead, nor carried-on by Jenkins and the Wapping 
people alone. Here in this Bay it blazes-out into something of memora- 
bility ; and gives lively sign of its existence, among the other troubles of 
the world. 

^ Sunday August 19% Commodore Martin, who had arrived overnight, 
appears in the Bay, with due modicum of seventy-fours, ‘^^dursley 
galleys,” bomb-vessels, on an errand from his AdmiraT (one Matthews) 
^and the Britannic Majesty, much to the astonishment of Naples. 
Commodore Martin hovers about, all morning, and at 4 p.m, drops 
anchor, — within shot of the place, fearfully near ; — and therefrom sends 
ashore a Message: ^^That his Sicilian Majesty” (Baby Carlos, our 
notable old friend, who is said to be a sovereign of merit otherwise) 

has not been neutral, in this Italian W'ar, as his engagements bore ; 
but has joined his force to that of the Spaniards, declared enemies of 
his Britannic Majesty ; which rash step his Britannic Majesty hereby 
requires him to retract, if painful consequences are not at once to 
ensue ! ” That is Martin's message ; to which he stands doggedly, with- 
out variation, in the extreme flutter and multifarious reasoning of the 
poor Court of Naples : Recall your 20,000 men, and keep them 
recalled,” persists Martin; and furthermore at last, as the reasoning 
threatens to get lengthy: Yonr answer is required within one hour,” 

— and lays his watch on the Cabin-table. 

^ The Court, thrown into transcendent tremor, , with no resource but 
either to be burnt or comply, answers within the hour ; Yes, in all 
points.” Some eight hours or so of reasoning : deep in the night of 
Sunday, it is all over ; everything preparing to get signed and sealed ; 
ships making ready to sail again ; — and on Tuesday at sunrise, there 
is no Martin there. Martin, to the last top-gallant, has vanished clean 
over the horizon ; never to be seen again, though long remembered.^ 


^ Tindal’s Rapin, xx. 572 (wzrdates, and is altogether indistinct) ; GmilematPs 
Magazine^ xii. 494 : — came 'Sunday morning, 19th August, N.S.* ; 'anchored 
about 4 P. M. ' ; ' 2 A. M, of 20th ’ all agreed ; King Carlos's Letter is got, ships 
prepared for sailing ; — sail that night, and tomorrow, 21st, are out of sight. 
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One wonders, Were Pipes and Hatchway perhaps there, in Martin's 
squadron? In what station Commodore Trunnion did then serve in 
the British Navy? Vanished ghosts of grim mute sea-kings, there is 
no record of them but what is itself a kind of ghost ! Ghost, or symbolical 
phantasm, from the brain of that Tobias Smollett ; an assistant Surgeon, 
who served in the body along with them^ his singular value altogether 
unknown.’ — King Carlos’s Neutrality, obtained in this manner, lasted 
for a year-and-half ; a sensible alleviation to her Hungarian Majesty for 
the time. We here quit the Italian War ; leaving it to the reader’s 
fancy, on the above terms. 

* * * * * * 

TTie Siege of Prag continues. A grand Sally there 

^ Prag^ 22d August. In the same hours, while Martin lay coercing 
Naples, the Army of the Oriflamme in Prag City was engaged in 

furious sallies” ;’ — ^readers may divine what that means for Prag and 
the Oriflamme I 

^Prag is begirdled, bombarded from all the Wischerads, Ziscabergs 
and Hill environments ; every avenue blocked, above 60,000 Austrians 
round it, near 40,000 of them regulars ” : a place difficult to defend ; but 
with excellent arrangments for defence on Belleisle's part, and the 
garrison with its blood up. Garrison makes continual furious sallies, — 
which are eminently successful, say the French Newspapers ; but which 
end, as all sallies do, in returning home again, without conquest, except 
of honour ; — and on this Wednesday, 22d August, comes out with the 
greatest sally of all.^ While Commodore Martin, many a Pipes and 
Hatchway standing grimly on the watch unknown to us, is steering 
towards Matthews and the Toulon waters again. The equal sun looking 
dovm on all. 

‘ It was about twelve o’clock, when this Prag sally, now all in order, 
broke out, several thousand strong, and all at the white heat, now a 
constant temperature. Sally almost equal to that Pharsalia of a Sahay, 
it would seem ; — concerning which we can spend no word in this brief 
summary. Fierce fighting, fiery irresistible onslaught ; but it went too 
far, lost aU its captured cannon again ; and returned only with laurels 
and a heavy account of killed and wounded, — ^the leader of it being 
himself carried home in a very bleeding state. Oh, the incomparable 
troops 1” cried Paris;— cried Voltaire withal (as I gather), and in very 
high company, in that Visit at Aachen. A sally glorious, but 
useless. 

‘^The Imperial Generals were just sitting down to dinner, when it 
1 Campagties, vi. 5 ; Guerre de Bohhne, ii. 173. 
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m out; had intended a Cotuuul of War^ over tlioir wirus hi tlio 
Orand-Duko'rt tent: What, won't they let ua have oiir dinruT ! " eried 
Frinea Karl, in petulant liumour, utruggling to bo mirthful He rather 
likoB iuB liiimar, thig IVinco Karl, 1 am told, and does not object to Iiib 
wine : otherwigo a hearty, talky, free-and-eagy Prince,— black gliallou - 
KOteyOB, face red, and much marked with gmalhpox.” ('dapplng-on his 
hat, facultiea sharpened by hunger and imjiatiimcc, let him do his best, 
for several hours to come, till the sally abate and go its ways again. 
Leaving its cannon, and trophies. No sally could hope to rout (JO, 000 
men ; this furious sally, almost equal to SSahay, had to return home 
again, on the above terms. Upon which Pidnco Karl and the others got 
some snatcli «»f dinner ; and the inexorable pr'cssure of Biege, tightening 
itself closer and closer, went on as before, 

^The eyes of all Europe are turne<l towards Frag; a big crisis clearly 
preparing itself there/ * * ^ < France, or aid in France, is some dOO 
miles away. In D^IIarcourt, merely gathering magazines, with his 
KhevenhOller near, is no help ; help, not the question there ! Ihe 
garrison of Eger, 100 miles to west of us, across the Mountains, barely 
mans its own woi’ks. Other strong post., or support of any kind in these 
countries, we have now none. Weare ii-l,000 ; and of available resource 
have the Magazines in Frag, and our own right Jiands, 

^The flower of the young Nobility bad marched in that Oriilamme ; - 
now standing at liay, they and it, in Frag yonder: French honour itself 
seems shut-up there I 'fhe thought of it agitates bitterly the days and 
nights of old Flenry, who is towards ninety now, and always disliked 
war. The French public too,""«we can fancy what a public ! The young 
Nobility in Frag has its spokes^men, and spokes-w'omen, at Versailles, 
whose complaint waxes louder, shriller; the whole world, excited by 
rumour of those furious sallies, is getting shrill and loud. Wluifc can old 
Floury do but order Mailleliois : Leave Dunkirk to its own luck ; 
march ii uuodiately for relief of Frag!" And MaillchoiB is already on 
march ; bis various divinions (August i)th-2()th) crossing the Ilbine, in 
DCiiiCldorf < ’uuntry ; - of whom we shall hear. 

^ ^Boms time before the actual Bomhardmont, Floury, seeing it 
inevltablts had ordered Belhusle to treat. Belleisle accordingly had an 
Interview, almost two Jntervi<uvH, with KdnigseckA' Liberty to march 
home, and equitable Peace-Negotiations in the rear ? " proposed Belleisle. 

Absolut c surrend OP ; Prisoners of War ! " answered Kdnigseck ; such 
is her Hungarian Mujlesty's positive order and ultimatum." The high 
Belleisle responded nothing unpolita ; merely some, Aion Momieur^V* 

* (rmmdi ii. 156 (*ad July* the actual interview); Mid* 161 (the 

corollary to it, confirmatory of it, which passed hy lettsrs.) 
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volimtecrB^ needing ntriet proliibition by tbe King upon wlnolij Prince 
(le ( •ontij gallant young fellow, leaving his wife, his niistresB, and mira- 
culously borrowing 2,500/. for equipments, rushed-olf furtively by post ; 
and did join, and do his best. Was reprimanded, clapt in arrest for 
three days ; but afterwards promoted ; and came to some distinction in 
these Whirs. ^ 

The March goes continually south-east ; by Fi*ankfurt, thence towards 
Niirnbarg Country be at Filrth, September 6th '), and the skirts of the 
Fine-Mountains (MohieWedir^eX---Ampach and Baireuth well to your 
left end, lastly, in the Ober^F/alu} (Upper Palatinate), Town of Amberg 
there. Before trying the Bohemian Passes, you shall have reinforce- 
ment Best part of the * Bavarian Army,' now under Comte de Saxe, 
not under lyUarcourt fax-ther, is to cease collecting victual in the 
Donan-Iser Countries (Deggendorf, north bank of Donau, its head- 
quarter) ; and to get on march,— circling very wide, not northward, but 
by the I)onau, and even by tbe south bank of it mainly (to avoid the 
hungry Mountains and tlieir Tolpatcheries),— and, at Amberg, is to join 
Maillebois. This is a wide-lying game. The great Marlborough used to 
play such, and win ; making the wide elements, the times and the spaces, 
liit with exactitude : but a Maillebois ? ^ He is called by the l^arisians, 

Vieuw Fetit-maUre (dandy of sixty," so to speak) ; has a poor upturned 
nose, with baboon-face to match, which he even helps by paint' ^ 
Here is one Scene ; at Frankfurt-ou-Mayn ; fact certain, day not given. 

Frankfurt, Matter end of August* 1742. ^At Frankfurt, his Army 
having got into the neighbourhood,' — not into Frankfurt itself, which, as 
a IMehS"Stadt, is sacred from Armies and their marchings, — ^ Marechal 
de Maillebois, as in duty bound, waited on the Kaiser to pay his compli- 
ments there : on which occasion, we regret to say, Mardchal de Maille- 
bois was not so reverent to the Imperial Majesty as he should have been. 
Axigry belike at the Adventure now forced on him, and harassed with 
many things ; seeing in the Imperial Majesty little hut an unfortunate 
Playactor Majesty, who lives in furnished lodgings paid lor by France, 
and gives France and Maillebois an infinite deal of trouble to little 
purpose. Certain it is, he addressed the Imperial Majesty in the most 
frae-and-eiisy manner ; very much the reverse of being dashed by tbe 
sacred Presence: and bis Odiijors in tbe ante-chamber, crowding about, 
all day, for presentation to the Imperial Majesty, made a noise, and 
keptrup a babbie of talk and laughter, as if it had been a mess -room, 
instead of the Forecourt of Imperial Majesty. So that Imperial Majesty, 
barely master of its temper and able to finish witimnt explosion, signified 
to Maillebois on the morrow, 'fhat henceforth it would dispense with 
such visits. Poor Imperial Majesty j a human creature doing Play- 


^ Barbier, il 326 (that of Conti, lA 331)1 Adcluug, etc. 
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» tun ten* Ik tyi fell^ In »»€kW«, 11 . Jt% 

li •lltftll «»ilf -k....: :.f ■ ur 'i ^ Ifeat klllii 

* * dm i mm miS^i 

Mi mMi 0 fmm-f mtmmfm n^* * f Ite'Wtf * il. |ii* I 

• Wml lOth Mif «ii 4 ptttiii^ iti ll^ 

pft {Atlflinii III. #* f«* ijik 

♦ Miittiii* ii as* i A MMm 1 m* 
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(lays (»r Al.lila and (J4‘nf;-lus, in any lUnstiTS aboinin.'ibly^ too; 

lias vvnU.oti’ (save tlu^ mark!) 'an ‘‘ Anfobio(;nip}it//* — having- happily 
aruu-wanls, in Fi ison and oven in Bedlam, thno ibr siudi a Work 
which is Stull e-d with. san<»'uinary lies and oxa^^'^erations : nnbeauUrul(‘sl, 

of human souls. Has a fac'O Uu^ colour of Indi^-o, too; ^’ot it, pluiuler- 

ing in an Apothecary's " (in this same country, if I recollect): "'..’Ic/i 
6b//, y<)ur (irace, notliin^i;- of money here!" said Iho juior Apothecviry, 
ac(‘.ompaiiyinf'>' ( kilonel Trenc-k with a li'j'-hted (‘andle over house and shop. 
Tremdc, noUc.infj;' one likely Ihin^, snatched the candle, held it nearer: 

■ likely thiti;i»- proved fi^unpowder ; and Tnuick, till Doomsday, continues 

deep hlue.^ Soul more worthy of damnation I have seldom knovvn.' 

‘bSV;>/f!//d^cr JD/A (live days after dropping Seckeudorf), Saxe actually 
^ets joiimd with Maillehois ; — not <piite at Amher^, hut at Vohenslrauss, 
in that satne Sulzha,(di (louufcry, a forty miles to eastward, or IVa^-ward, 
of Amhen^-. Maillebois and ho conjoined are between .00 and 00,()()0. 
Tiny are now to the Bohemian Boundary, eclii^e of the Bohemian 
For(‘sL (big Utihrrmdirr Waft/, Mountainous woody Oountry, 70 mil(*,H lon^) ; 
they are within />() miles of Pilsen, within 100 of lh*a^ itself,- -if they can 
cross the Forest. Which may he dillUmlL' 


Prince Karl and the (lra)i(PDaki\ lirarlnff of Jllaillehoifiy ffo to 
VKxd him (Soj)leiul)cr 14l:h); and the Sie^r- of Praff u 
raised 

^ i^ept amber 11/A, the Bewie^^cd at Bnig- notice that the Austrian fire 
slackens ; that the Knemy s(Hnns to be taking aw.ay his t>‘uns. V'illatves 
and Fax-msteads, far and wide nil round, are ^'oin^j^ up iti fire, A joyful 
symptoxu : - since Auf^ust lOlh, Belleislo has known of Mailhdioiss 
advent ; guesses that the Austriium now know it i^aptambar 14/A, their 
Firing has (piitcs c.eased. (xrand-Duke and Brinee Karl are off to m(‘(^l 
Ihis M.'dllehois, amid the intricate defdcs, " Blotter nuu^t him there than 

here": ajid on tliis fourth morning, Belhusle, looking out, pcu’ceivc's 

that the JSi(‘ge is raised." 

* A blessed change indeed. No emuny here, perhaps some Festitit'/, 
u ith Ids (uuiaille of 'Folpatches, still lingcM'ing about,- iu> enemy worth 
numtion. Parties go out freely to investigate : — but as to forage? Alas, 

a (kmntry burnt, Villages black and silent for ten miles round; you 

pick-up here and there a hum stetw, weh'.ome amid boiled liorse»llesh ; 
you bundle a load or two of neglected grass tog(4her, for what cavalry 
remains. The genius of IScchelles, and help from the Iria.Kou side, will he 
uuu'h useful ! 

^ (iua re. ac Boh^tne, 


^ Kspaguac, i. 145 ; v, 34S. 
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* lIlP wivfiuliigf' anv U lllllt 

imm |irtMii| nf tlit% |*i:i ? in, nr Ir-I l»y tlin ruli nf oifitriirlWi 

t|ii}!,a ^nil tmt Inivn In iln faiifliwi liy tilt 

tint in li«'»iifi^f*irlli, ^^Olvt 

mp tl nt ispil, siti4 iif hit^p Inn" ’-S'*"# tilili iiiituiliii/' 

|itii|i**»r« **1 will iitl 4 n|iH 4 y Initurtlfi Kn'i^r, wlikli Ii 

> 4 i^‘ 53 y W'HtiftI, ftsnl nnr fn 4»4 r«iini«iifii«*fitliifi« I 

It ill *frt»|r|i «til m lnni*l fn tlii^ ,\I«iifttitiii |%siiii!« ; tnd 

lliiiii firing » v|r!nri«*n« rnntiniti : Wf«||,, mImm my 

tlrrtl?l|it will fi»t’f» it m%V* Iw |i?irt W'ill* fiiy at iinf rat#|«- 

'** A4triij, llnftii* ,\|. I 0 faini ** tor^^ ** imf ll Ini' hntg 

mmt upMn In |«rln*^r®hl|i| !** Um^Ua iiiirrlii^* iti*r«r«liii^ly (^'^liaacP' 
lifsintifi.iily firlil nnl in Afaitlnttnk, tnil ri#l wjtliiti ili«tiifw*il) j 

iinrlli iiir3iiwar*l »ninw nriW, m far m 1Vi|»llt4* «ti'llf|ili fur 

fcg'i’irj* ' tipiw I'snilirr mt tli .4 rrraiMl.* 


lUit 


*t%f MnUkhm o/ liftkmplum i'mimil rnktm id iM 

hm III slim^tr Simihtmul. n^um ; mul knmm im ^ dmy 
qf tkivmrkit under 

imh li» tlm R;/»n*.Vnlu'ir 4 rau.M 

l'>«»iitry* In anil ihai «f .wrtfrtly iiiilin# '*•**•* Fdr 

iiiiii# i«ii*l iHp ilp tryinif utmtiili 

* «r r«*iinii tn iSirnni^li tiiat lliilii^iiiliin U'f«i 4 f Only 

'I'liriv |ir»r!lralt|f» in li; iliffiriilt anil fia?!* inimliictiiif ymi 

mpt$» mm tiiillinilliiw, in* llm iiimininteibli 

mempi ihff tlflpriiiitiwl mkmt* A ulinittiy lii*#irii^ : a icliwnny difteall 
rt^kni# «wlilsr|^ hwmrf ; mikiug lit ii Inil r li»*iti« (11141I priitpt 

1 »i|iiit«?li©rf liirlltsf)i mmtm^ nnniiitftiit ilaitik iMip 

iiirfty* »lii»l liiftwaris In 

Itff r I imm ttmi anil r^uhrmmmmi tmm Hi# Ckrri#»ti lli#m Hiij 
iff*! lliriiiifls tlif ftwii Hi *mm Pmm, It*# i*mm ii^tr^l %«f iai 
rrliiw M«rl will III# lirwidl-lhtk# r«ik«l to r«s«i¥* itiiw cm lha alkir 
khip, '* liiltig# ll Pi'll# Pflii^ K-wl aai Hii Clttmil*iliik# » 

iliftm, 'wiili ymir itrn^lia to la Hit nw^r* 11i«l p^Wy mm 
i-Vi»lrirli‘# llmiiilit* m k# wntol*^* {um liiiww rt Itorllft ag^a) 

I Kitiirtn jpn’iininnw Tlitatf# «f Witr. 

*Iliil il*l mm tiPl lilt !^Lulli 4 wr^ 4 lr««|in ititlliei , II Ii 
IfiiMiiili inluit^U fiirlilMtti **lii rii« rkki/* wilM Mi 

Mitl# Wttlll lllw* wi loi«i ll to »© WStttr)# 


* I. l|ft 
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8it» quiet at Toplit?;, far too oblique: ^Hloiuo tban^ oome, O MailleboiB !’* 
M;iillel)oiB,™num<e.iivnrur Prince Karl mUU^ or Uun^’or doing it f<u- liim^ 
'—did once pugli ftn^ward Prag-ward, by the Pass of (Jaaden ; wliich m 
very <)bli<iue to I'dplitas, By the Pans of Caaden,— down the Egor River, 
through those Mountains of the Circle of Saatas, past a Castle of Kllen- 
bogeui key of the same,* -and ^^(k>uld have dona it” (he said always 
after), it not been for Comte de Saxe I” Undeniable, it is, Saxe, 
as vanguard, took that Castle of Ellenbogen ; and, time being m) 
precious, gave the Tolpatchery dismissal on parole* Undeniable, too, 
the 1'olpatchary, careless of parole, beset Caaden Village thereupon, 

4.000 strong ; cut-off our fore posts, at Caaden Village ; and — In short, 
we had to retire from those parts ; and pi-ovo an Army of Redemption 
that could not redeem at all ! 

* Maillehois and Sax© wend sulkily down the Naab Valley (having 
lost, 8iiy 15,(K)0, not by fighting, hut by mud and hardship) ; and the 
rapt European Public (shilling gallery ©specially) says, with a sneer on 
its face, ** Pooh ; ended, then 1” Sulkily wending, Maillehois and Saxe 
(October 00th — November 7th) get across the Donau, safe on the 
southern hank again; march for the Iser Country and the D’llarcourt 
Magmiines,— and become Grand Bavarian Army,” usual refuge of the 
unlucky/ * * * 

Of ^eckmdor/ in tlw interim, * For Bellcisle and relief of Prag, 
Maillehois in person had proved futile ; hut to Beckcndorf, waiting with 
his Bavarians, the shadow and rumour of Maillehois had brought famous 
results, -—famous for a few weeks* KhevenhOIler being called north to 
help in those Anti-Maillebois operations, and only Birenklau with about 

10.000 Austrians now remaining in Baiern, Seckendorf, clearly superior 
(not to speak of that remnant of D'llarcourt pi'ople, with their magaviues), 
promptly bestirred himself, in the Kidheim' Ingolstadt Country ; got on 
march ; and drove the Austrians mostly out of Baiern. Out mostly, 
and witlnout stroke of sword, merely by marching ; out, for the time. 
Milnclien was evacuated, on rumour of Seckendorf (October 4th): a glad 
City to see Bilranklan march off. Much was evacuated, — the Iser 
Valley, down partly to the Inn Valley— much was cleared, by Seckendorf 
in theio happy drcumstfmces. Who sees himself victorious, for once; 
and has Ids fame in tli© Gazettes, if it would last Pretty mndi without 
stroke of «w<jrd, we say, and merely by marching : in on© pke®, having 
marched too close, the retreating, Bllrenklau people turned on him, 
*Hook JOO prisoners” before goingl^-— otdier %hMnf, in this fma 

Rccomiucsi. of Bavaria,” I do not reoolkct Winter come, he makes 
for MaillelHdi and the Iser Countries ; cantons himself on the Upper Inn 
itself, well in advance of the French' (Braunau his chief itrong-pkoe, if 


* Esptgnac, L 
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fill fih s#|»t, 17 . } 

rM«li*r« f»m t** mu iIj** h 

»t*iitir# fif '^pvmg rniitis* * 

Iff ilmgiu^ i?i ih^ inifHm, * ,4t iV»r ||if| Tlipllhg, 

gililitg nflt^r ft (uhU mmiU llii^ Wll^r limit* iif lti« F*m‘ti 

|i»rfe III IVftil ; limtf Ml Frlliisi^rilJ : gmnl 

tmum^ III ** IVill fpr«fi'«r4 Hn-swii iiris^i^trili^r |w ytni, I^L 

llrilfUlu ! ** {iiP^rr illil, wal ^11 priunwr^ wrrk'^ 

W'liirli lIrtigiH* I** lli*’ Hwim lowrU 

liliii : ** frovpiiilpr ^ Alm$ f Wn urti |t« It lt» 

yi'iit I) il l*imr# witit ^ii»lrki ;* tml mt fiyiir«» t*f |iri*ii*>itilrr ; how 

<imr# liiil wt»r# *ill* 0 rwW tw tlii* Hri'iglki, 

lifffit llrunll**, |iii« rwiiil fw 

lliilum; rirrlli^n gri*ii4ly F* SmnU^rg wltfi wr«irl nf tMt lliiw#'*) 

III iiiHf i|4i,^srlrrji ; rufiiiiinNfl itf tlm ♦* lliiviiriwi Army** 

fiiiiiy il Firky l*»r !| i mji4 MmilhAmh litiiii#^ in limlgiiim, 

III |lig ttirrril«»wi rrllirisfim wl n«rii. Imt’t it/* tki 

tUfH^ liNMy**, ** im4 mt'* «t»r> kiitmn ^liil» Init m»m iiat» 

ftl llili 

* llri^llii** tiiinrtwtt ill tk*» tmr rwiiitri'* I iiii fkinllf tm» 

ffitii |»ri»lili»ii n%. n frlulilfnl min pm '"* all awry 

It* llwl anil !** Ainl itrniclki** inmblw 

antt m h u.*miil In lli'ii||H«, run l« a i^rwil li^iKht 

ill tliia lliivaf'lai* Ami In nri^glilHiurlmwl nf 

fciirli a lia# a4iw ; p|r#%# : (am |ilti4iltiir aktis 

rnittlir ; al liiimn nrariy tlrivi’ii mil til* lila wlluj liiil alrivwi In rnfwrima 

h\* nwii atftiikp, aiiii t# liavn lin|»«ii nii F'aiwiii niitwltli?*l<ifi»litiic.*' -Aiiil nf 

iWI»ial« ill l*r»i, iwl hy |jw4l!i||ln*|.» «i|l lIlP IllillufllflW 

iw«|pr» 

Mmnfiiiitt* wliiit n reliif lit KAwr Mti.rl, tii aiirlt wnrk t>f 
llfiitttiiimi ICiti:,!4i*ur . itiicl ill Sfiiiiii, l<i Itavi* g«l tii» 

ciwfi Mlliifiitri Aiiil C'kitiiitry in tiaiitl again ; witli tli# j:iri»pvt 
rif .{tiiUiin-' fnvr;l4n-4 IhsI-Su;.:-* anil mmmg tint aikiiir of nml 
mmiwy ! Afiril m%% lit imimillv gmm it* Miiiirlii^i, wlirw we 
giltfijiiiJ cif tiiin.* ltii« ^iiit CMoter, tliif lieicli, »fi«r 
ilelwlJrig^ iw tliif ^ptrilnh * Help iiiir ICftiier, or not 
litilp?^* tifti tolial Isirn fifty (* Ilorni--,h unmlfr.,' 
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still m iernuHl, though there in. md now any innn'hiiig 'of the 
Kaiser to Home on litislness) ; inmning filty of tlu* known 

quairn^ due from all anti snntlry in such casc^ which wtnikl 

amount to alaait SOO^OOOI, (could it;^ or the half of it, he 
collected from so wide a Parislt), ami wmdt! prove a sensihle 
relief to the ptsor man. 


Votiahr /ta,v km cm Visit at Aavhvn^ in the Intvnmi- hk 
Third Visit to Kin^* Frlairkh 

King Friedrich Imtl come to the Baths of Aachen, Angiist 
SSth ; the Maillebois Army of lledemption being tlien, io 
the last man of It, five days aerosn the Hliim* on its high 
errand, which has since proved futile. hViedric'h left Aachen, 
taking leave of his Voltaire, who had 1)etai lodging with him 
fora week by special invitation, Sept (anber J)tb ; and wiinessed 
the later 8truge;les and final inability of Maillebois to redeem, 
not at Aix, but at Berlin, amid the ordinary (*ourH(‘ of his 
employments there. We promiHcd sonH*(bing of Voltaiw’^s 
new visit, bis Third to Friedrieh. Here is what little we 
have,“4f the lively reader will exert his fancy on it. 

Voltaire and his DuChfitelct had been toC]ire}%and tbi'uce 
been at Paris through this Spring and Sunmuas 1745^;— 
cmgaged in what to Voltaire and Paris was a grc‘at thing, 
ihongli a pueillc one : The getting of Muhomei brought upon 
the boards. August J)lh, precisely while the first vmi«.i;uard 
of the Army of lledemption got atn^oss the llbim* at l)y«seh 
dorf, Voltaircfs lYagedy of Mahomet came <m the stage. 

August 9th, 11th, ItSth, Paris City was in transports of 
various kinds ; never were sucIj crowtls of Audience, lifting a 
mm to the immortal gods,-*--4hongh a part too, majority by 
count of hea<ls, were dragging him to Tartarus again. 

^ I^K'ijuisite, unparallckal exclaimed good judges (as Floury 
himself had anticipated, on examining the Piece) - * Infamous, 
irreligious, at'cursed !’ vociferously exclaimed the hmi judges; 



fM»fl HfUftl'CAV WAft NWr KNIJIN-O fuooK X!\ 

*7^ 

Itottwiiil llr.^fcwitiiitii^ (irf Sinluiiii tii Vciltiiirt* I' 

liiiii), It«v«»rm«l l>w»l'w«U*ii«sn miit wlliprn giviiiw cut* 


*"K» HtUf)', or ■< jM iimii r iiiiit, ha»t to s^ugf^tst, 

* lAst «n lu'ltir f»ll «i*’k ; lot ♦!«’ VuHftirw vuluutrtr to witli- 
dmw liU rkw! othi rwiw !* -Atwl m it Itrwl to 1 m* ; Athir 
fVIl sick OH Uiw 1 4th (l’iu>!«'l** sorry to rolract their Mtihmitet 
OH the 1 I th) ; RiKl-^in fact, it wtis not for »iiH* ymra 
ittui after IhslicatioH to thw I’oim*. ami other lAiiuidlt 


nameiivo's 


SUCH temjttjst * !e«|»oi i« mu i-sm % o |a' .i, imy.rniiier 
i« very fr^iueutt in Uiat Ai»«rtrhb ft t' sh?;*' eallvii of lAsltcw. 

etader, that you too would Imvo ntwded some jwitience 
til M. de Voltaire's {dace; with wieh » Heaven's own Itojiim- 
tion of a Mnhmrnt in your liwwl*, ami stirh a terrestria! 
Ihi.-i'cn at your heel*. Soptavse the hilterwit of yonr Itarkiim 


you your 
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advantage, if one might hint such a thing !) will permit it.^ 
‘ By all means ; go, and ’’ — The rest is in dumb-show ; mean- 
ing, ‘ Try to pump him for us ! ’ Under such omens, Voltaire 
and his divine Emilie return to their Honsbruck Lawsuit : 
‘ Silent Brussels, how preferable to Paris and its mad cries ! ’ 
V oltaire, leaving the divine Emilie at Brussels, September Sd, 
sets out for Aix, — Aix attainable within the day. He is 
back at Brussels late in the evening, September 9th : — how 
he had fared, and what extent of pumping there was, learn 
from the following Excerpts, which are all dated the morrow 
after his return : 


Three Letters of Voltaire, dated Bj'ussels, IQih Sept. 174S 

V. To Cideville (the Rouen Advocate, who has sometimes troubled us). 
* * have been to see the King" of Prussia since I began this Letter' 
(beginning of it dates September 1st). ^ I have courag*eously resisted his 

fine proposals. He offers me a beautiful House in Berlin, a pretty 
Estate ; but I prefer my second-floor in Madame du Chatelet's here. He 
assures me of his favour, of the perfect freedom I should have ; — and 1 
am running to Paris' (did not just yet run) ^to my slavery and persecu- 
tion. I could fancy myself a small Athenian, refusing the bounties of 
the King of Persia. With this difference, however, one had liberty ' (not 
slavery) ^ at Athens ; and I am sure there were many Cidevilles there, 
instead of one,' — Hilas, my Cideville ! 

2®. To Marquis (TArgemon (worthy ofiicial Gentleman, not War-Minister 
now or afterwards ; War-Minister's senior brother, — Voltaire's old school- 
fellows, both these brothers, in the College of Louis le Grand). * * ^ I 
liave just been to see the King of Prussia in these late days' (in fact, 
quitted him only yesterday ; both of us, after a week together, leaving 
Aix yesterday) : ^ I have seen him as one seldom sees Kings, — much at 
my ease, in my own room, in the chimney-nook, whither the same man 
who has gained two Battles would come and talk familiarly, as Scipio did 
with Terence. You will tell me, I am not Terence ; true, but neither is 
lie altogether Scipio. 

I learned some extraordinary things,' — ^things not from Friedrich at 
all : mere dinner-table rumours ; about the 16,000 English landing here 

18,000’ he calls them, and farther on, ^20,000') with the other 16,000 
plus 6,000 of Hanoverian-Hessian sort, expecting 20,000 Dutch to join 


^ CEtivres de Voltaire^ Ixxii, 555 (Letter to Fleury, ' Paris, Aug. 22 d ’). 
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Htntu in, Unit it; stRUiis i<> tua «*asy in Imd bimk mum of tluF hovuroign, 
whom tlio riitmiUon iif Iuh IVniturioH, Iuh hiliwnt, mol hin tiisto 
fippoar to mark jw tho iiat.ural ally of Frauro.' 

416 naid farihor* (what may Im roliod on a« truo hy tu« .Kmiuoiioy 
Fltmry, and my rrndtvrH horo), **riiat lui paadoimloly wihhod to soo 
Ikdiomia in ilio EmpororH haiida* (nmall rhanoo for now 

go 1) ; that ho renonmH*d| witli iho host faith in iho W’orhl, all olaim 
wdiatovor on Borg and Jrdioli ; and that, iti spito of iho advantagomw 
propoHids whioh lan-d Stair was mnlung him, ho timnght tmly of kooping 
Siiosia, I'hai ho know woll onoogli tho Hmino of Anstria wtnild, mn^ 
day, wish to rooovor iliat fmo Frovinoo* hot that ho irustod ho oould 
koop his tmn<itioHt ; that ho had at this timo IBd/Klif sotcllors iilwiiys 
ready ; that ho waiuld nndio of Noisse, CJIogaii, Brieg, fortrossiw iw strong 
as Weaol ' (whieh ha is now diligently doing, and will soon have done) ; 
Hhat hesidOH ho was woll hiforinod the Queen of Hungary already owed 
B(),(K)(),000 (imanim crowns, which is about hOO millions of our money " 
(about 12 millions sterling) ; ‘ that her Frovinoas, osthauHted, and lying 
wide apart, would not l>o aide to make long efforts; and that the 
Austrians, for a good while to <!<nne, could not of themselves lie formid- 
able/ Of themselves, no: hut with Britnnuie soup royal in <|uaniiiy? 

^ My Lord llyndford had Hpokcnt to him’ as if France were entirely 
discouraged and done for: How false, Monseigneur I ^And Isird Stair 
in his Letters repri^smiU'd France, a month ago, as ready to givodn* 
Ijord Stair has not r-eased to press his Majesty during this Excursion 
even : ' and, in spite of wliat your Eminency hears from the Hague, * there 
was, on the ;iOlh of August, an Englishman at Aix on the |>art of I^lilord 
Stair ; and he had speech with tho King of Frussia ^ /) * in a 

little Village called Boscliet* (BurtHch.eid, where are hot walls), 
(juarter of a league from Aix. 1 have been assured, moreover, that the 
Englishman returned in mucli diseontent. Chi the other hand, Cicnoral 
Schinettau, who was with the King' (elder Hidimetiam (Jraf .sVimor/, who 
does a great deal of envoying for his Majesty), ‘'sent, at that very time, 
to BruHsels, for Maps of the Moselle and of the *rhri‘e Bishoprics, and 
purchased five copies/ ■ mt»ans to examine Milord Hiiiir's proposwl Swit 
of War, at any rate. (Here is a pleasant friend to have on visit to you, 
in the next apartment, with smrh an (Bye and such a none !) ^ * 

^ Monseigneur/ finely insinuates Voltaire in conclusion, 4 s not there' 
a certain Fnmchmim, true to his Country, to his King, and to your 
.Eminency, with perhaps pmmllar facilitioi for being of use, in sueli 
delicate case?— mk* much your Kndneneyi/ 

Frie<lrich on the day while Voltaire at BrusHek mt m hiisy 

* (E'uvmi Ixxii, p. 568 (Cideville), p. 579 {D*Aigru:.n «).p.S 74 (Flmy). 
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writing of him, was at Salzdahl, visiting his Brunswick kindred 
there, on the road home to his usual affairs. Old Fleury, age 
ninety gone, died 29th January 174S, — ^five months and 
nineteen days after this Letter. War-Minister Breteuil had 
died January 1st, Here is room for new Ministers and 
Ministries; for the two D’Argensons, — if it could avail 
their old school-fellow, or France, or us ; which it cannot 
much. 


CHAPTER III 

CARNIVAL PHENOMENA IN WAR-TIME 

Readebs were anticipating it, readers have no sympathy ; 
but the sad fact is, Britannic Majesty has not got out his 
sword; this second paroxysm of his proves vain as the first 
did ! Those laggard Dutch, dead to the Cause of Liberty, 
it is they again. Just as the hour was striking, they — ^plump 
down, in spite of magnanimous Stair, into their mud again ; 
cannot be hoisted by engineering. And, after all that filling 
and emptying of water-casks, and pumping and puffing, and 
straining of every fibre for a twelvemonth past, Britannic 
Majesty had to sit down again, panting in an Olympian 
manner, with that expensive long sword of his still sticking in 
the scabbard. 

Tongue cannot tell what his poor little Majesty has suffered 
from those Dutch,^ — checking one’s noble rage, into mere zero, 
always ; making of one’s own glorious Army a mere expensive 
Phantasm ! Hanoverian, Hessian, British : 40,000 fighters 
standing in harness, year after year, at such cost ; and not 
the killing of a French turkey to be had of them in return. 
Patimce, Olympian patience, withal 1 He cantons his troops 
in the ^Netherlands Towns; many of the British about Ghent 
(who consider the provisions, and customs, none of the best) 
his Hanoverians, Hessians, farther northward, Hanover way; 

^ Letters of Officers, from Ghent {WisstminsUr fournal, Oct 23d, etc.). 
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— and, greatly daring, determines to try again, next Spring. 
Carteret himself shall go and flagitate the Dutch. Patience ; 
whip and hoist ! — What a conclusion, snorts the indignant 
British Public through its Gazetteers. 

‘ Next year, yes, exclaims one indignant Editor : if talking will do 
business, we shall no doubt perform wonders ; for we have had as much 
talking and puffing since February last, as during any ten years of the 
late Administration” ^ (under poor Walpole, whom you could not enough 
condemn)! ^The Dutch exclaims another: ^‘‘If ive were a Free 
People” (F — P — he puts it, joining caution with his rage), queer Cj 
Whether Holland would not, at this juncture, come cap in hand, to sue 
for our protection and alliance ; instead of making us dance attendance 
at the Hague } ” Yes, indeed ; — and then the Case of the Hanover Forces 
(fear not, reader ; I understand your terror of locked-jaw, and will never 
mention said Case again) ; but it is singular to the Gazetteer mind. That 
these Hanover Forces are to be paid by England, as appears ; Hanover, 
as if without interest in the matter, paying nothing ! Upon which, in 
covert form of symbolic adumbration, of witty parable, what stinging 
commentaries, not the first, nor by many thousands the last (very sad 
reading in our day) on this paltry Planover Connection altogether: 
"VVhat immensities it has cost poor England, and is like to cost, ^‘'the 
Lord of the Manor ” (great George our Bang) being the gentleman he 
is; and how England, or, as it is ad umbratively called, ^‘‘the Manor 
of St. James's,” is become a mere fee-farm to Mumland.” Unen- 
durable to think of. Eob Monopoly, the late Tallyman ” (adumbrative 
for Walpole, late Prime Minister), was much blamed on this account ; 
and John the Carter” (John Lord Carteret), Clerk of the Vestry and 
present favourite of his Lordship, is not behind Robin in his care for the 
Manor of Mumland**^ (that contemptible Country, where their very beer 
is called mum ), — and no remedy within view 1 ' 


Retreat Jrom Frag ; Army of the Orijlmrime^ Bohemian 
Section of it^ makes Eooit 

^ And Belleisle in Prag, left solitary there, with his heroic remnant, 
— gone now to 17,000, the fourth man of them in hospital, with Festititz 
Tolpatchery hovering round, and Winter and Hunger drawing nigh, — 


^ The Daily Post, December 31st (O.s.), 1742. 

^ In IVestminsUr Journal (Feb. i2Lh, N.S., 1743), a long Apologue in this 
strain. 

VOL. IV. 
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wtat is to become of Belleisle ? Prince Karl and tbe Grand-Duke had 
attended Maillebois to Bavaria ; steadily to left of Maillebois, between 
Austria and him ; and are new busy in the Passau Country, bent on 
exploding those Seckendorf-Broglio operations and intentions, as the 
chief thing now. Meanwhile they have detached Prince Lobkowitz to 
girdle-in Belleisle again; for which Lobkowitz (say, 20,000, with the 
Festititz Tolpatchery included) will be easily able. On the march thither 
he easily picked up (18th-25th November) that new French Post of 
Leitmeritz (Broglio’s fine Half-way House to Saxony and Provender '"), 
with its garrison of 2,000 : the other posts and outposts, one and all, 
had to hurry home, in fear of a like fate. Beyond the circuit of Frag, 
isolated in ten miles of burnt country, Belleisle has no resource except 
what his own head may furnish. The black landscape is getting 
powdered with snow ; one of the grimmest Winters, almost like that 
of 1740 ; Belleisle must see what he will do. 

‘ Belleisle knows secretly what he will do. Belleisle has orders to 
come away from Prag ; bring his Army off, and the chivalry of France 
home to their afflicted friends.^ A thing that would have been so feasible 
two months ago, while Maillebois was still wriggling in the Pass of 
Caaden ; but which now borders on impossibility, if not reaches into it. 
As a primary measure, Belleisle keeps those orders of his rigorously 
secret. Within the Garrison, or on the part of Lobkowitz, there is a 
far other theory of Belleisle’s intentions. Lobkowitz, unable to exist in 
the black circuit, has retired beyond it, and taken the eastern side of the 
Moldau, as the least ruined ; leaving the Tolpatchery, under one 
Festititz, to caracole round the black horizon on the west. Farther, as 
the Moldau is rolling ice, and Lobkowitz is afraid of his pontoons, he 
drags them out high and dry : ^^Can be replaced in a day, when wanted.” 
In a day; yes, thinks Belleisle, but not in less than a day; — and 
proceeds now to the consummation. Detailed accounts exist, Belleisle's 
own Account (rapid, exact, loftily modest) ; here, compressing to the 
utmost, let us snatch hastily the main features. 

On the 15th December 1742, Prag Gates are all shut ; Enter if you 
like; but no.outgate. Monseigneur le Marechal intends to have a 
grand foraging tomorrow, on the south-western side of Prag. Lobkowitz 
heard of it, in spite of the shut gates ; for all Prag is against Belleisle, 
and does spy- work for Lobkowitz. «Let him forage,” thought 
Lobkowitz; ^^he will not grow rich by what he gathers;” and sat still, 
Imving his pontoons high and dry. So that Belleisle, on the afternoon 
of Decsember 16th,— between 12 and 14,000 men, near 4,000 of them 
cavalry, with cannon, with provision-wagons, baggage-wagons, goods 
and chattels in mass,— has issued through the two South-western Gates ; 


^ Campagnes, \d. 244-251 ; Espagnac, i. 168. 
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and finds himself fairly out of Prag. On the Pilsen road ; about night- 
fall of the short winter day : earth all snow and mrglas/ iron glazed ; 
huge olive-coloured curtains of the Dusk going down upon the Mountains 
ahead of him ; shutting-in a scene wholly grim for Belleisle. Brigadier 
Chevert, a distinguished and determined man^ with some 4^000 sick^, 
convalescent and half able^ is left in Frag to man the works ; the 
Marechal has taken hostages^ twenty Notabilities of Prag ; and neglected 
no precaution. He means towards Eger ; has^ at leasts got one march 
ahead ; and will do what is in him^ he and every soul of those 14,000. 
The ofiicei’s have given their horses for the baggage-wagons, made every 
sacrifice ; the word Homewards kindles a strange fire in all hearts ; and 
the troops, say my French authorities, are unsurpassable. The Marechal 
himself, victim of rheumatisms, cannot ride at all ; but has his light 
sledge always harnessed ; and, at a moment's notice, is present every- 
where. Sleep, during these ten days and nights, he has little. 

^ Eger is 100 miles off, by the shortest Highway : there are two bad 
Highways, one by Pilsen southerly, one by Karlsbad northerly, — with 
their bridges all broken, infested by Hussars : — we strike into a middle 
combination of country roads, intricate parish lanes ; and march zig-zag 
across these frozen wildernesses : we must dodge these Festititz Hussar 
swarms ; and cross the rivers near their springs. Forward ! Perhaps 
some readei’S, for the high Belleisle's sake, will look out these localities 
subjoined in the Note, and reduced to spelling.^ Resting-places in this 
grim wilderness of his : poor snow-clad Hamlets, — with their little hood 
of human smoke rising through the snow ; silent all of them, except for 
the sound of here and there a flail, or crowing cock ,* — but have been 
awakened from their torpor by this transit of Belleisle. Happily the 
bogs themselves are iron ; deepest bog will bear. 

^ Festititz tries us twice, — very anxious to get Belleisle's Army-chest, 
or money ; we give him torrents of sharp shot instead. Festititz, these 
two chief times, we pepper rapidly into the Hills again ; he is reduced 
to hang prancing on our flanks and rear. Men bivouac over fires of 
turf, amid snow, amid frost ; tear down, how greedily, any woodwork 
for fire. Leave a trumpet to beg quarter for the frozen and speechless ; 
— which is little respected : they are lugged in carts, stript by the 


^ Tachlowitz, Lischon (near Rakonitz) ; Jechnitz (as if you were for the Pilsen 
road ; then turn as if for the Karlsbad one) ; Steben (not discoverable, but a 
Despatch from it, — Campagms, v. 280 ), Chisch, Luditz, Theysing (hereabouts 
you break-off into smaller columns, separate parties and patches, cavalry all 
ahead, among the Hills) : Schonthal and Landeck (Belleisle passes Christmas- 
day at Landeck, — Campagms^VA, 10 ) ; Einsiedel (as/^aT by Petschau),|Lauterbach, 
Kdnigswart, and likewise by Topi, Sandau, Treunitz (that is, into Eger from 
two sides). 
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savageries, and cruelly used. There were first extensive plains, then 
passes, intricate mountains ; bog and rock ; snow and vergla^, 
— On the 26th, after indescribable endeavours, we got into Eger; — 
some 1,300 (about one in ten) left frozen in the wilderness ; and half 
the army falling ill at Eger, of swollen limbs, sore-throats, and other 
fataler-diseases, fatal then, or soon after. Chevert, at Prag, refused 
summons from Prince Lobkowitz : ^^No, mon Prince; not by any means 1 
W e will die, every man of us, first ; and we will burn Prag withal ! — - 
So that Lobkowitz had to consent to everything ; and escort Chevert to 
Eger, with bag and baggage, Lobkowitz furnishing the wagons. 

^Comparable to the Retreat of Xenophon ! cry many. Every Retreat 
is compared to that. A valiant feat, after all exaggerations. A thing* 
well done, say military men; — nothing to object, except that the 
troops were so ruined ” ; — and the most unmilitary may see, it is the 
work of a high and gallant kind of man. One of the coldest expeditions 
ever known. There have been three expeditions or retreats of this kind 
which were very cold : that of those Swedes in the Great Elector’s time 
(not to mention that of Karl xii.'s Army out of Norway, after poor 
Karl XII. got shot) ; that of Napoleon from Moscow ; this of Belleisle^, 
which is the only one brilliantly conducted, and not ending in rout and 
annihilation. 

The troops rest in Eger for a week or two ; then homeward through 
the Ober-Pfalz: — ^^go all across the Rhine at Speyer” (5th February 
next); the Bohemian Section of the Oriflamme making exit in this 
manner. Not quite the eighth man of them left ; five-eighths are dead : 
and there are about 12,000 prisoners, gone to Hungary, — who ran mostly 
to the Turks, such treatment had they, and were not heard of again.' ^ — 
Ah, Belleisle, Belleisle ! 

The Army of the Oriflamme gets home in this sad manner ; 
Germany not cut in Four at all. ^Implacable Austrian 
badgers,’ as we call them, ^gloomily indignant bears,’ how 
have they served this fine French hunting-pack ; and from 
hunted are become hunters, very dangerous to contemplate 1 
At Frankfurt, Belleisle, for his own part, pauses ; cannot, in 
this entirely down-broken state of body, serve his Majesty 
farther in the military business ; will do some needful 

^ Guerre de BolUnte^ ii. 22 1 (for this last fact), 204) and Espagnac, i. 176 
(for particulars of the Retreat); and still better, Belleisle^s own Despatch and 
Private Letter (Eger; 2d January and 6th January 1743), in Campagnes^ vii- 
I-2I- 
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diplomatics with the Kaiser, and retire home to government 
of Metz, till his worn-out health recover itself a little* 

A Glance at Viemia^ and then at Berlin 

Prince Karl had been busy upon Braunau (the Bamrian 
Braunau, not the Bohemian or another, Seckendorfs chief 
post on the Inn); had furiously bombarded Braunau, with 
red-hot balls, for some days ; ^ intent to explode the Secken- 
dorf-Broglio projects before winter quite came. Seckendorf, 
in a fine frenzy, calls to Broglio, ‘ Help I ’ and again calls ; 
both Kaiser and he, crescendo to a high pitch, before Broglio 
will come. ^ Relieve Braunau ? Well ; — but no fighting 
farther, mark you 1 ’ answers Broglio. To the disgust of 
Kaiser and Seckendorf; who were eager for a combined 
movement, and hearty attack on Prince Karl, with perhaps 
capture of Passau itself. At sight of Broglio and Seckendorf 
combined, Prince Karl did at once withdraw from Braunau ; 
but as to attacking him, — ^ Non ; mille Jbis^ non ! ’ answered 
Broglio, disdainfully bellowing. First grand quarrel of 
Broglio and Seckendorf ; by no means their last. Prince 
Karl put his men in winter-quarters, in those Passau regions ; 
postponing the explosion of the Broglio-Seckendorf projects, 
till Spring ; and returned to Vienna for the Winter gaieties 
and businesses there. How the high Maria Theresa is con- 
tented, I do not hear ; — readers may take this Note, which is 
authentic, though vague, and straggling over wide spaces of 
time still future. 

^Boes her Majesty still think of taking- the command of her Armies 
on herself/’ high Amazon that she is !’ Has not yet thought of that, 
I should guess. ‘ At one time she did seriously think of it, says a good 
witness ; which is noteworthy.^ Her Husband has been with the Armies, 

^ 2d-ioth December (Espagnac, i. 171). 

® Eodewils, Der Wiener Hof (Court of Vienna, in the years 1746, 1747, and 
1748 ,* a curious set of Reports for Friedrich’s information, by Fodewils, his 
Minister there) ; printed under that Title, * by the Imperial Academy of Sciences’ 
(Wien, 1850) ; — may be worth alluding to again, if chance offer. 
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once^ twice ; but never to mucli purpose (Br other Karl doing the workj 
if work were done) ; — and this is about the last time^ or the last but one^ 
this in Winter 1742. She loves hej Husband thoroughly^ all along ; but 
gives him no share in business^ fnding he understands nothing except 
Banking. It is certain she chiefly was the reformer of her Army,* in 
years coining; ^she^ athwart many impediments. An ardent rider^ 
often on horseback^ at paces furiously swift ; her beautiful face tanned 
by the weather. Very devout too ; honest to the bone^ athwart all her 
prejudices. Since our own Elizabeth^ no Woman^ and hardly above one 
Man^ is worth being named beside her as a Sovereign Kuler ; — she is a 
living contradiction of the Salic Law,"' say her admirers. Depends on 
England for money. All hearts and right-hands in Austria are hers. 
The loss of Schlesien^ pure highway robbery^ thrice-doleful loss and 
disgrace^ rankles incurable in the noble hearty pious to its Fathers 
witiial, and to their Heritages in the worlds — we shall see with what 
issues^ for the next twenty yearsj to that ^^lose Mann** unpardonably 
wicked man of Brandenburg. And indeed^ to the end of her life, 
she never could get over it. To the last, they say^ if a Strangei*, getting 
audience, were graciously asked, ^^From what Country, then.?^" and 
should answer, ^^Schlesien, your Majesty she would burst into 
tears. — Patience, high Madam!'' urges the Britannic Majesty: 

Patience; may not there be compensation, if we hunt well?’" 
Austrian bears, implacable badgers, with Britannic mastiffs helping, 
now that the Belleisle Pack is down ! — 

At Berlin it was gay Carnival, while those tragedies went 
on : Friedrich was opening his Opera-House, enjoying the 
first ballets, while Belleisle filed out of Prag that gloomy 
evening. Our poor Kaiser will not ^ retain Bohemia,’ then ; 
how far from it 1 The thing is not comfortable to Friedrich : 
but what help ? 

This is the gayest Carnival yet seen in Berlin, this im- 
mediately following the Peace ; everybody saying to himself 
and others, * Gaudearmis, What a Season ! ’ Not that, in 
the present hurry of affairs, I can dwell on operas, assemblies, 
balls, sledge-parties ; or indeed have the least word to say on 
such matters, beyond suggesting them to the imagination of 
readers. The operas, the carnival gaieties, the intricate con- 
siderations and diplomacies of this Winter, at Berlin and 
elsewhere, may be figured : but here is one little speck, also 



.•II. llLl CAUMVAL niKNOMENA IN WAIM'IMB tO? 

|)iC, 17411 

iVwH thf AwliivfM, whifli i» worth saving. PriuccRs Ulrique 
is in linr Iwunty-thinl year, Frinceas Amelia in her twentieth ; 
In'mitiful eh'ver mMiluros, both ; lllriqne the more staid of 
the tvv«». ‘Never saw «« gay n (’.nniivnl,’ said everybody; 
ami in the height of it, with all manner of gaieties going on, 
think where the dainty liUle shoes have been piuehing! 


Pritumm Ulrique ami Amlia to the JiCbtg 

•lstMM0liX743. 

* Mv Hnwinta, know not if it is not too bold to trouble 

your Mitjesly on jiriviito affairs : but the greet confidence which my 
Hisler* (X»«i»li«) * Mitd 1 have in your kiudneae encouragee ue to lay 
befttiw you a shifcro avowal as to the state of our bits of financea (no* 
ftflUee fhuiiHn:), which are a good deal deranged just luiw ; the revenues 
Imving, for two year* ami a Imlf past, hecn rather smaU ; amounting to 
o»»ly 400 crowns (IMW.) a year ; which could not bo made to cover all the 
little exiwnse* required in tlie ititjusliueirt* of ladies, llm circumstance, 
added to our card playing, tluutgh small, which we could not dispense 
with, ha* l«i us into debts. Mine amount to (1,500 crowns); my 
Bister's to 270f. <1,1100 crowns). 

* We Slave not spoken of it to the <)uc(*u Molbi'r, though we are well 

sure she would have tried U> assist us ; but as that could not have been 
done willtout some Inconveulence to her, and she would have retrenched 
in some of her own little entertainments, I thought wo should do better 
to apj ly direct to Vour Majesty ; being perMunded you would have taken 
It am n, had we deprived the Queen of her smallest pleasure and 
eq.t‘. i, ly, as we consider you, my dear ItroUier, the Father of the 
Famil}, and hoj«» you will be so gracious a* help us. We shall never 
forget the kind acta of Your Majesty ; and we beg you to he persuaded 
of the prfecl and tender attachment with which we are proud to be all 
our live*, Your Majesty’s most liumhie and most obedient Sistera and 
Servants, IiOt!is»-lb.Rr<ju» ; AifNi!-A«fa*’ 

(which latter wlds anxiously as Postscript, Wrique having written 
hitherto), 

* P.». I most humhly b^ Your Majarty not to apeak of this to the 
Qu...m Mt.ther, as perhaisi ah# would not approve of the step wo are now 
takitif.' ‘ 

PcKir littte »ou!#{ Imjikntptfy juat imminent 1 t have no 
» iSttpmtk /’>Writ xxvil. i. 387. 
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doubt Friedrick came handsomely forward on this grave 
occasion, though Dryasdust has not the grace to give me the 
least information. — ^Frederic Baron Trenck,’ loud-sounding 
Phantasm once famous in the world, now gone to the 
Nurseries as mythical, was of this Carnival 1742-3 ; and 
of the next, and not of the next again ! A tall actuality 
in that time ; swaggering about in sumptuous Life-guard 
uniform, in his mess-rooms and assembly-rooms ; much in 
love with himself, the fool. And I rather think, in spite 
of his dog insinuations, neither Princess had heard of him 
till twenty years hence, in a very different phasis of his life ! 
The empty, noisy, quasi-tragic fellow ; — sounds throughout 
quasi-tragically, like an empty barrel ; well-built, longing to 
be Jilled. And it is scandalously false, what loud Trenck 
insinuates, what stupid Thiebault (always stupid, incorrect, 
and the prey of stupidities) confirms, as to this matter, — fit 
only for the Nurseries, till it cease altogether. 


Voltaire^ at Paris, is made immortal hy a Kiss 

Voltaire and the divine Emilie are home to Cirey again ; 
that of Brussels, with the Royal Aachen Excursion, has been 
only an interlude. They returned, by slow stages, visit after 
visit, in October last, — some slake occurring, I suppose, in 
that interminable Honsbruck Lawsuit ; and much business, 
not to speak of ennui, urging them back. They are now 
latterly in Paris itself, safe in their own ^little palace (petit 
palais) at the point of the Isle ’ ; little jewel of a house on 
the Isle St Louis, which they are warming again, after long 
absence in Brussels and the barbarous countries. They have 
returned hither, on sufferance, on good behaviour ; multi- 
tudes of small interests, small to us, great to them,— death 
of old Fleury, hopeful changes of Ministry, not to speak of 
theatricals and the like, — giving opportunity and invitation. 
Madame, we observe, is marrying her Daughter: the happy 
man a Duke of Montenero, ill-built Neapolitan, complexion 
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luibarb, and face consisting much of nose.^ Madame never 
van s or business; business enough, were it only in the way 
^cien visiting, consulting lawyers, doing the Pure 

As to Voltaire, he has, as usual, Plays to get acted, — ^if 
le OJ.n. Mahomet^ no ; Mort de Cesar, yes or no ; for the 
Authorities are shy, in spite of the Public. One Play 
'^olfcaire did get acted, with a success, — ^think of it, reader! 
Ine exquisite Tragedy Mirope, perhaps now hardly known to 
^ou ; of which you shall hear anon. 

But Plays are not all. Old Fleury being dead, there is 
a^gain a Vacancy in the Academy; place among the sacred 
Forty, ^vacant for Voltaire, if he can get it. Voltaire 
a-ttaches ^ endless importance to this place ; beautiful as a 
feather in one^^s cap; useful also to the solitary Ishmael of 
Literature, who will now in a certain sense have Thirty-nine 
Comrades, and at least one fixed House-of-Call in this world, 
[n fine, nothing can be more ardent than the wish of M. de 
Voltaire for these supreme felicities. To be of the Forty, to 
get his plays acted, — Oh, then were the Saturnian Kingdoms 
come ; and a man might sing lo triumphe, and take his ease 
in the Creation, -more or less! Stealthily, as if on shoes of 
felt,- — as if on paws of velvet, with eyes luminous, tail bushy, 
—he walks warily, all energies compressively summoned, 
towards that high goal. Hush, steady ! May you soon 
catch that bit of savoury red-herring, then ; worthiest of the 
human feline tribe ! — ^As to the Play Mhope, here is the 
notable passage : 

^ ’Paris ^ Wednesday %0tJi February 1743. First niglit of Merope ; which 
raiisd the Paris Public into' transports, so that they knew not what to 
do, to express their feelings. Author ! M. de Voltaire ! Author ! ” 
shouted they ; summoning the Author, what is now so common, but was 
then an unheard-of originality. Author! Author I” Author, poor 
blushing creature^ lay squatted somewhere, and durst not come; was 
ferreted out ; produced in the Lady Villars's Box, — Dowdigev Marichale de 


1 


L,etter of Voltaire, in CEuvres^ lxxiii» 24 , 
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April 17th; and the second day after, got to Munclien. 
Saw himself in Miuulieu again, after a s})ace of more than 
two years ; ^ all ranks of people crowding out to welcome 
him’; the joy of all people, for themselves and for him, 
being very great- Next day he drove out to Nymplumhurg; 
saw tlie Uandonr devastations there,— might have seen the 
window where the ruggx'd old Unertl set-up his laddei*, ‘ For 
God’s sake, your Serenity, have nothing to do with those 
French ! -and did not want for sorrowful cotnparisons of 
past and present. 

It was remarked, he quitted Mimchen in a day or two ; 
preferring Country Palaces still unruined, — for example, 
Wolnmch, a Schloss he has, soxne fifty miles off', down the 
Iser Valley, not far from the little Town of Mosburg ; which, 
at any rate, is among the Broglio-Seckendorf posts, and con- 
venient for business. UrogHo and Seckendorf lie dotted all 
about, from Braunau up to lugolstadt and farther ; cliiefly in 
the Iser and Inn Valleys, l)ut on the north side of the Donau 
too ; over an area, say of 0,000 square miles ; Seckendorf 
preaching incessantly to Broglio, what is sun-clear to all eyes 
but Broglie’s, ^ Let us concentrate, M. le Marckhal ; let us 
march and attack ! If Prince Karl come upon us in this 
scattered posture, what are we to do?’ Broglio continuing 
deaf; Broglio answering — iu a way to drive one frantic. 

The Kaiser himself takes Broglio in hand; has a scene 
with Broglio ; which, to readers that study it, may be sym- 
bolical of much that is gone and that is coming. It fell 
<al)out the middle of May’ (prior to May 17th, as readers 
will guess before long) ; and here, according to report, was 
the somewhat explosive finale it had. Prince Conti, the same 
who ran to join Maillebois, and has proved a gallant fellow 
and got command of a Division, attends Broglio in this 
important interview at Wolnmch : 

Mhm qf Woimmh, ATcy 1743. ^ * ^Th© Kaiser pressed, in the 

most emphatic maimer, That the Two Armies' (French and Bavarian) 
Slumld collect and unite for immediate action. To which Broglio 



IVi Ki'Utti’i: W WAK NOT KNIHNc; {hookxiv. 

lit? riiMlid liy ti«i nuniuu $u4 hiitinif iii|* ttr4iir 

Ilf tliil t#ti«r, TIir t ftm mj €mlm ftir it • I 

Ilf III# Mmt l1iri&|;isn Hin#?*# «iii t «||' 

fiiiir Ariiff, m pI jh)- a^hI I tmm m-'iht v*iii T* l^liiitg wti lih 

Pitoiil* iiii«i ?»|»rrmli»g jI b^hu-w Umgtm mlth tim «i|Cil»ti«iiiiiiti vihIIiI^* 
iirpgiifi lliii i-rri' ^1^11; 'fimi |n^ iHHiliI mi 

fitr til llitl# fcilbw tb*^ nf l»i« * ||iii| Im, flrcinltoi 

liiiii lil»r «rilf>rPj iii4 n%umt Ifminf** l'|»«tii itliirli tlit^' lm|ii»rjnl 
I Iwliiiift 'Sis.-}--' . ummtnl kitii Olfm|iiiiii 

; imig tins l*^Unil I»ti %hp I'lifiti ftiifl llrcifliii, ** Vnii 

mil Willi lli*il lilir lliat nm rtf iwt wrvkii |ii nm!” 

iiiiii i|iiiiliiil ilwm ill m hh^0 '* 

'flit iiicli^ijniliii#l*i liiri IVinrr Eiirl H ill litis iliicir ; imv, 
lifi Iwii Iii?iii»*ii4n tii«t ill m tiiiitiiier; mid Ihih 

kty tif Itir Itiii, mgmn itritirr Nul we grlHiig 





CH. IV.] AUSTBIAN , AFFAIRS MOUNTING HIGH 413 

xpth Mrjy 1743] 

(Jenenuj luckior tlum did not wait for tliein ; otily warned 

Dingeldugon^ and witlulrow acroBS the Ilivor, to wait there on the nafe 
left hank. Leader of the Anstriaiw was one Leopold Graf you Dauuj 
active man of thirty-five, already of good rank, who will be much heard- 
of afterwards ; ( 'Ommandant in DingeMngcn is a Brigadier du Chhtelct, 
Marquis du Chattdet-Lamont; whom, — ^after search (in the interest of 
some idle readers),--! disc-ovor to he no other than the Husband of a 
certahi Algebraic Lady ! Identity madc-otrb, mark what a pass he is at. 
Gonnt Daun comes on in a tempest of furious fire; “^very heavy," they 
say, from great guns and small; till close upon the place, when he 
suinm<)iiH Dll Ohatelet : and thereupon attempts scalade. Cannot 

Bcalado^ Du < -hatehd; and his people being mettlesome ; takes then to 
flinging sludbq to !)iinung the suburbs ; Towm itself catches fire^ — Town 
plainly indefensible. Truce for one hour" proposes Du Chhtelet 
(wiidiful to consult the covering General across the River): 
answers Daun. So that Du Glultelot has to jumble and wriggle himself 
out of the place ; courageous to the last ; but not in a very Parthian 
fashion,— great difliculty to get his bridge ruixxed (very partially ruined), 
bebind him ' and joins the covering (hmeral, in a flustery, singed 
conditioxi ! Were xiot pursued farther by Daun and l^rince Conti, 
Head General in those parts, called it a fine defence, on examining."^ 
Espagnac continues : 

^On the 10th,' after one rest-day, ^Graf vou Daun set-out for Landau' 
(still on the Iser, farther down ; Baiern has Landau " too, and its 

Landshut," both on tliis River), ^to mv/A Landau; which is another 
French place of strength. The Garrison defended themselves for some 
time ; after which they x’etired over the River' (left bank, or wrong side 
of the laer, they too) ; ^ and set Are to the Bridge behind them. The 
fire of the Bridge caught the Town ; Pandours helping it, as our people 
said ; and Landau also was reduced to ashes.'— Poor Landau, poor 
Dingellingen, they cannot have the benefit of Louis xv.'s talent for 
governing < hsrmany, quite gratis, it would appear ! 

But where are the divine Emilie and Voltaire that morning, 
while the Brigadier is in such taking? Sitting safe in Hhat 
dainty little palace of Madanie’s (petit palais) at the point of 
the Isle de St Louis, intent on (juite other adventures ; dis- 
gusted with the slavish Forty and their methods of Election 
(of which by and by) ; and little thinking of M. le Brigadier 
and the dangers of war. —Prince de Conti praised the 
RrigadicFs defence : but very soon, alas,— 

^ viii, 239 j Espagnac, i. 187 ; Hommyr, iv. 82, 85. 
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Deggendorf, 27th May, ‘"Prince de Conti;, at De^gendorf^ (otlier oi' 

north bank of the Donau^ Headquarters of Conti, which was thought to 
be well secured by batteries and defences on the steep heights to land- 
ward), ‘was himself suddenly attacked, the tenth day hence, “May 27th, 
at daybreak,” in a still more furious manner; and was tumbled-out of 
Deggendorf amid whirlwinds of fire, in very flamy condition indeed* 
The Austrians, playing on us from the uplands with their heavy* artillery, 
made a breach in our outmost battery : “Not tenable 1” exclaimed the 
Captain there : “ This way, my men I ” — and withdrew, like a shot, he 
and party ; sliding down the steep face of the mountain ' (feet foremost, 
I hope), ‘^home to Deggendorf in this peculiar manner; leaving the 
Austrians to manage his guns. Our two lower batteries, ruled by this 
upper one, had now to be abandoned ; and Conti ran. Bridge of the 
Townditch breaking under him ; baggages, even to his own port- 
manteaus, all lost ; and had a neck-and-neck race of it in getting to his 
Donau-Bridge, and across to the safe side. With loss of everything, we 
^personal baggage all included ; which latter item, Pxunce Karl 
politely returned him next day.' ^ 

Broglio, with Prince Karl in his bowels going on at such 
a rate, may judge now whether it was wise to lie in that loose 
posture, scattered over two thousand square miles, and snort 
on his judicious Seckendorfs advices and urgencies as he did i 
Readers anticipate the issue ; and shall not be wearied farther 
with detail. There are, as we said, Three Austrian Armies 
pressing on this luckless Bavaria and its French Protectors : 
Khevenhiiller, from Salzbui*g and the southern quarter, push- 
ing-in his Dauns ; Iiobkowitz, hanging over us from the 
Ober-Pfalz (Naab-River Country) on the north ; and Prince 
Karl, on one or sometimes on both sides of the Donau, prick- 
ing sharply into the rear of us; saying, by bayonets, burnt 
bridges, bombshells, ‘ OflF ; swift ; it will be better for you ! ’ 
And Broglio has lost head, a mere whirlwind of flaming gases ; 
and your ablest Comte de Saxe in such position, what can he 
writes to Versailles, That there will be no con- 
tinuing in Bavaria ; that he recommends an order to march 
homewards ; — much to the surprise of Versailles. 

^The Court of Versailles was much asto nished at tbe message it got 
^ Espagnac, p. 
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fj’oHii Broglio ; Court of VerHailloB had alvvayw calculatuil that Brogiio 
could keep Bavaria ; awd had fj^ono into oxtoxiBive luoasureB for niaintain- 
iiig him there. Kxpe.riiuicod old Marckdial do Noailies han a new French 
Army;, 70^000 or more, anHerabled in the Upper Rhine for that and the 
cognate ohjectH’ (of whom, more Hpecially, anon): ^Noailies, by order 
from (k)urt, han detached 12,000, who are now marching their bent, to 
reinforce Broglie;— and indeed the (knirt ^Huid already a])poinLed the 
(JeneralH and Stall-0 fliiuu'H for Broglio'B Bavarian Army,'^ and gratified 
many men by promotionH, which now went to nmoke 1 ^ 

^ VerHaille«, however, huH to expedite the order : Come home, then.'' 
Order or no order, Broglio’8 pontn are all craclding-olf again, burHting 
aloft like a chain of powder-mincB ; Broglio is plunging head foremost, 
towards Donauwdrth, towards Ingtdstadt, his place of arms ; Seckendorf 
now welcome to join him, but unable to do anything when joined. 
Blustering Broglio has no steadfastness of mind ; explodes like an 
inflammaldo body, in this crackling-off of the posts, and becomes a mere 
whirlwind of flaming gases. Old snuffling Seckendorf, born to ill success 
in his old days, strong only in caution, how is he to <iuench or stay this 
crackling of the posts? Broglio blusters, repr(>acb<‘,s, bullies ; Seckendorf 
quarrels with him outright, as he may well do: Jarni-hku, such a 
(lelirioui whirlwind of a Mardchal; mere bickering flames and soot I"— « 
and looks-out chiefly to keep his own skin and that of his poor Jiavarians 
whole. 

^The unhappy Kaiser has run from Mflnchen again, to Augsburg for 
some brief shelter; eanuot stay there either, in the circumstances. 
Will he have to hurry back to Frankfurt, to bankruptcy and furnished 
lodginp,-— nay, to the Briteunic Majesty's tender mercies, whose Army 
in now actually there ? Those indignant prophesyings to Broglio, at the 
^Scliloss of Wolnmch, have so soon com© true 1 And Broglio and the 
French are— what a staff to lean upon I Enough, the poor Kaiser, after 
doleful '^Uouncii of War held at Augsburg, June 25th/' does on the 
imnTow make- off for Frankfurt again whither else? Britannic 
Majesty's intentions, ftiends tell him, friend Wilhelm of Hessen tells 
him, are magu:mimoiiH ; eager for Boace to Teutschland ; hostile only 
to ii© Frenck Poor Karl took the road, June 20th;— and will And 
news on Mi arrival, or before it 

*On which same day, 20th of June, as it chances, Broglio too has 
made his packages ; left a garrison in Ingolstadt, garrison in Eger; and 
is ferrying across at Donauwdrth, — will see the Marlborough Schellen- 
herg as he passes,— in full speed for the Rhine Countries, and the flnis 
of this had Business.® On the road, I believe at Donauwdrth itself, 
Noailles's 12,000, little foreseeing these retrograde events, met Broglio : 


* i. 190. 


® Adehmg, iii. h ^5^*- 
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Rignt aDout, you too !' orders Broglio; and speeds Rliine-ward not the 
less. And the same day of that ferrying at Donau worthy and of the 
Kaisers setting-out for Franlcfurt^ Seckendorf, — at Nieder-Sclionfeld ’ 
(an old Monastery near the Town of Rain^ in those parts), the Kaiser 
being now safe away, — is making terms for himself with Khevenhiiller 
and Prince Karl : ^ Will lie quiet as mere Eeichs-Armyy almost as Ti'oops 
of the Swabian Circle, over at Wembdingen there, in said Circle, and 
be strictly neutral, if we can but get lived at all Seckendorf con- 
cludes on the morrow, 27 th June;— which is elsewhere a memorable 
Day of Battle, as will be seen. 

^Broglio marched in Five Divisions* (Du Chatelet in the Second 
Division, poor soul, which was led by Comte de Saxe) : 2 ‘ always in Five 
Divisions, swiftly, half a march apart ; through the Wtirtemberg Country ; 
—lost much baggage, many stragglers ; Tolpatcheries in multitude con- 
tinually pricking at the skirts of him ; Prince Karl following steadily, 
Rhine-wards also, a few marches behind. Here are omens to return 
with! "^But have you seen a retreat better managed ?” thinks Broglio 
to himself : * that is one consoling circumstance. 

In this manner, then, has the Problem of Bavaria solved 
itself. Hungarian Majesty, in these weeks, was getting 
crowned in Drag ; ^ Queen of Bohemia, I, not you ; in the 
sight of Heaven and of Earth — and was purifying her 
Bohemia, with some rigour (it is said), from foreign deface- 
ments, treasonous compliances and the like, which there had 
been. To see your Bavarian Kaiser, false King of Bohemia, 
your Broglio with his French, and the Bohemian-Bavarian 
Question in whole, all rolling Rhine-wards at their swiftest, 

with Prince Karl sticking in the skirts of them : ^what a 

satisfaction to that high Lady ! 


Britannic Mcyesti/, -with Sword actudOy drawn, has marched 
meanwhile to the Frankfurt Countries, as ‘ Pragmatic 
Army' ; ready for Battle and Treaty alike 


Add to which fine set of results, simultaneously with thpin : 
His Britannic Majesty, third efibrt successful, has got his 


^ Adelimg, iii 153. 

• Crowned I2tb May 1743 (Adelung, iii. 
having taken Braunau ’ (iiicipiency of all these 
very morning/ 


“ Espagnaq, i. 198. 

128); ‘news of Prince KarPa 
tuccesses) ‘ had reached her that 
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sword drawn, fairly out at last ; and in the air is making 
horrid circles with it, ever since March last ; nay, does, he 
flatters himself, a very considerable slash with it, in this 
current month of June, Of which, though loath, we must 
now take some notice. 

The fact is, though Stair could not hoist the Dutch, and 
our double-quick Britannic heroism had to drop dead in con- 
sequence, Carteret has done it : Carteret himself rushed over 
in that crisis, a fiery emphatic man and chief minister,^ — 
eager to please his Master'^s humour!’ said enemies. Yes, 
doubtless ; but acting on his own turbid belief withal (says 
fact) ; and revolving big thoughts in his head, about bringing 
Friedrich over to the Cause of Liberty, giving French 
Ambition a lesson for once, and the like. Carteret strongly 
pulleying, ^ All hands, heave-oh ! ’ — and, no doubt, those 
Maillebois-Broglio events from Prag assisting him, — did bring 
the High Mightinesses to their legs ; still in a staggering 
splay-footed posture, but trying to steady themselves. That 
is to say, the High Mightinesses did agree to go with us in 
the Cause of Liberty ; will now pay actual Subsidies to her 
Hungarian Majesty (at the rate of two for our three) ; and 
will add, so soon as humanly possible, ^0,000 men to those 
windbound 40,000 of ours; — which latter shall now there- 
fore, at once, as ^Pragmatic Army’ (that is the term fixed 
on), get on march, Frankfurt way ; and strike home upon the 
French and other enemies of Pragmatic Sanction. This is 
what Noailles has been looking for, this good while, and 
diligently adjusting himself, in those Middle-Rhine Countries, 
to give account of. 

Pragmatic Army lifted itself accordingly,— Stair, and the 
most of his English, from Ghent, where the wearisome Head- 
quarters had been ; Hanoverians, Hessians, from we will 
forget where; — and in various streaks and streams, certain 
Austrians from Luxemburg (with our old friend Neipperg in 
company) having joined them, are flowing Khine-waxd ever 

^ Arrived at the Hague ' 5th October 1742 ’ (Adelung, iii. a, 294). 
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since March Ist.^ They cross the Rhine at three suitable 
points ; whence, by the north bank, home upon Frankfurt 
Country, and the Noailles-Broglio operations in those parts. 
The English crossed ^ at Neuwied, in the end of April ’ (if 
anybody is curious); ‘Lord Stair in person superintending 
them.’ Lord Stair has been much about, and a most busy 
person ; General-in-Chief of the Pragmatic Army till his 
Britannic Majesty arrive. Generalissimo Lord Stair; and 
there is General Clayton, General Ligonier, ‘ General Heywood 
left with the Reserve at Brussels ’ ; — and, from the ashes of 
the Old Newspapers, the main stages and particulars of this 
surprising Expedition (England marching as Pragmatic Army 
into distant parts) can be riddled out ; though they require 
mostly to be flung-in again. Shocking weather on the march, 
mere Boreas and icy tempests ; snow in some places two feet 
deep ; Rhine much swollen, when we come to it. 

The Austrian Chief General, — who lies about Wiesbaden, 
and consults with Stair, while the English are crossing, — ^is 
Duke d’Ahremberg (Father of the Prince de Ligne, or ‘ Prince 
of Coxcombs ’ as some call him) : little or nothing of military 
skill in D’Ahremberg ; but Neipperg is thought to have given 
much counsel, such as it was. With the Hessians there was 
some difficulty ; hesitation on Landgraf Wilhelm’s part ; who 
pities the poor Kaiser, and would fain see him back at 
Frankfurt, and awaken the Britannic magnanimities for him. 
‘ To Frankfurt, say you ? We cannot fight against the 
Kaiser! ’- — and they had to be left behind, for some time ; but 
at length did come on, though late for business, as it chanced. 
General of these Hessians is Prince George of Hessen, worthy 
stout gentleman, whom Wilhelmina met at the Frankfurt 
Gaieties lately. Geoi'ge’s elder Brother Wilhelm is Manager or 
Vice-Landgraf, this long while back; and in seven or eight 
years hence became, as had been expected, actual Landgraf 
(old King of Sweden dying childless); — of which Wilhelm we 
shall have to hear, at Hanau (a Town of his in those parts), 
^ ‘February i8tb,*o.s. (Old Newspapers). 
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and perhaps slightly elsewhere in the course of this business. 
A fat, just tnan, he too ; probably somewhat iracund ; not 
without troubles in his House. His eldest Son, Heir- 
Apparent of Hessen, let me remind readers, has an English 
Princess to Wife ; Princess Mary, King George’^s Daughter, 
wedded two years ago. That, added to the Subsidies, is 
surely a point of union; — though again there may such dis- 
crepancies rise ! A good while after this, the eldest Son 
becoming Catholic (foolish wretch), to the horror of l^xpa, — 
there rose still other noises in the world, about Hessen and 
its Landgraves. Of good Prince George, who doubtless 
attended in War Councils, but probably said little, we hope 
to hear nothing more whatever. 

From Neuwied to Frankfurt is but a few-days march for the 
Pragmatic Army ; in a direct line, not sixty miles. Frankfurt 
itself, which is a Emlis-stacU (Imperial City), they must not 
enter : * Fear not, City or Country ! ’ writes Stair to it : ^ We 
come as saviours, pacificators, hostile to your enemies and 
disturbers only ; we understand discipline and the Laws of the 
Eeich, and will pay for everything.^ ^ For the rest, they are 
in no hurry. They linger in that Frankfurt-Mainz region, 
all through the month of May ; not unobservant of Noailles 
and his movemuju ts, if he made any ; but occupied chiefly with 
gathering provisions ; forming, with difficulty, a Magassine in 
Hanau. * What they intended, or intend, by coming hither ? ’ 
asks the Public everywhere: *To go into the Donau Countries, 
and enclose Broglio between two fires?’’ That had been, 
and was still, Stair’s fine idea; but D’Ahrembcrg had dis- 
approved the methods. D’Ahrcmberg, it seems, is rather 
given to opposing Stair ; — and there rise uncertainties, in this 
Pragmatic Army: certain only hitherto the Magazine in 
Hanau. And in secret, it afterwards appeared, the immediate 
real errand of this Pragmatic Army had lain— in the Chapter 
of Mainz Cathedral, and an Election that was going on there. 

' Letter itself, of brief magnanimowi straia, in Compass di Maiiks, i 127 s 
date * Neuwied, adtb April 1743* (Adelung, ill 114). 
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Friedrich persisted to call it an Invasion of the German 
Reich ; and spoke, at first, of flatly opposing it by a Reichs 
Army (30,000, or even 50,000, for Brandenburg’s contingent, 
in such case) ; but as the poor Reich took no notice, and the 
Britannic Majesty was positive, Friedrich had to content 
himself with protest for the present.^ 

The exertions of Friedrich to bring- about a Peace, or at 
least to diminish, not increase, the disturbance, are forgotten 
now; wearisome to think of, as they did not produce the 
smallest result ; but they have been incessant and zealous, as 
those of a man to quench the fire which is still raging in his 
street, and from which he himself is just saved. ^ Cannot the 
Reich be roused for settlement of this Bavarian -Austrian 
quarrel ? ’ thought Friedrich always. And spent a great deal 
of earnest endeavour in that direction ; wished a Reich’s Army 
of Mediation; ^to which I will myself furnish 30,000; 50,000, 
if needed.’ Reich, alas ! The Reich is a horse fallen down 
to die, — ^no use spurring at the Reich ; it cannot, for many 
months, on Friedrich’s Proposal (though the question was far 
from new, and ^had been two years on hand’), come to the 
decision, ^ Well then, yes ; the Reich will try to moderate and 
mediate:’ and as for a Reich’s Mediation-^rr/z^, or any practical 
step at all ^ — ! — 

^ Is not Germany, are not all the German Princes, interested 
to have Peace ? ’ thinks Friedrich. ‘ A union of the inde- 
pendent German Princes, to recommend Peace, and even with 
hand on sword-hilt to command it ; that would be the method 
of producing Treaty of Peace ! ’ thinks he always. And is 
greatly set on that method ; which, we find, has been, and 
continues to be, the soul of his many efforts in this matter. 
A fact to be noted. Long poring in those mournful 

^ Fi^edricVs Remonstrance and George’s Response are in A delung. Hi. h, 132, 
(date, 'March 1743’) • <iate of Friedrich’s first stirring in the matter is 'January 
1743,’ and earlier {ih, p. 37, p. 8, etc.). 

2 The question had been started, ‘in August 1741,’ by the Kaiser himself; 
• nth March 1743,’ again urged by him, after Friedrich’s offer ; ‘ loth May 1743/ 
‘ then, we will trjr ; b^t— ’ and thf rc§u|f continued ^ero. 
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Bavarian necessity of compensation ; of new land to cut upon. 
And whore is that to come from ! 

In .Jamiary last, Friedrich, intensely meditating this 
business, had in private a bright-enough idea: That of 
secularising those so-called Sovei-eign Bishoprics, Austrian 
Bavarian by locality and nature, Passau, Salzburg, Regens- 
burg, idle 0 |)nlcnt territories, with functions absurd not useful ; 
— and of therefrom cutting compensation to right and to left. 
This notion he, by obscure channels, put into the head of 
Baron von Ilaslang, Bavarian Ambassador at London; where 
it germinated rapidly, and came to fruit; — was officially 
submitted to Lord Carteret in his own house, in two highly 
artistic forms, one evening ; — and sets the Diplomatic Heads 
all wagging upon it.^ With great hope, at one time ; till 
rumour of it got abroad into the Orthodox imagination, into 
the Gazetteer world; and raised such a clamour, in those 
months, as .seldom was. ‘ Secularise, Hah ! One sees the 
devilish heathen spirit of you ; and what kind of Kaiser, on 
the riBgious side, we now have the happiness of having ! ’ So 
that Kaiser Karl had to deny utterly, ‘ Never heard of such a 
thing ! ’ Carteret himself had, in politeness, to deny ; much 
more, and for dire cause, had Haslang himself, over the belly 
of facts, ‘ Never in my dreams, I tell you ! ’ — and to get 
ambiguous certificate from Carteret, which the simple could 
interpret to that effect.* 

It was only in whispers that the name of Friedrich was 
connected with this fine scheme ; and all parties were glad to 
get it soon buried again. A bright idea ; but had come a 
century too soon. Of another Carteret Negotiation with 
Kaiser Karl, famed as ‘Conferences of Hanau,’ which had 
almost come to bo a Treaty, but did not ; and then, failing 
that, of a famous Carteret ‘Treaty of Worms,’ which did 
come to perfection, in these same localities shortly afterwards ; 
and which were infinitely interesting to our Friedrich, both 

» Adelung, iii. 6 , 84, 90,]January-March I743-’ 

* Cni’teret^s Letter {ibid. iii. X 90 ), 
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known ! Here, from tlie Imbi'oglios, is a migh Account ; 
parts of which are iiitroduciblc for the sake of English readers. 


Battle of Dcitingcn 

^ After some five loisai-ely weeks in Herreuliauson, Geox'ge it, (now an 
old gentleman of sixty), witli his martial Fat Boy the Duke of Cnmher- 
land, and Lord Carteret his Diplomatist-in-Chief, quitted that pleasant 
sojourn, rather on a sudden, for tho actual Seat of War. By speedy 
journeys they got to Frankfurt Country ; to Hanau, Juno 19th; whence, 
still up the Mayn, tw’onty or thirty miles farther up, to AschafFenbux'g, 
— where the Pragmatic Army, after some dangerous manoeuvring on tho 
opposite or south bank of the* River, has lain encamped some days, and 
is in quostionahle posture. Whither his Majesty in person has hastened 
xxp. And truly, if his Majesty's head coixtain any good counsel, there is 
great need of it hero just now. 

^ Captains and men were impatient of that long loitering, hanging idle 
about Frankfurt all through May ; and they have at length started real 
business, — with more valour than discretion, it is feared. They are some ' 
40 or 44,000 strong: English 10,000; Hanoverians the like number; 
and of Austrians' (by theory 20,000), 'say, in effect, 12,000 or even 
8,000: all paid by England. They have Hanau for Magazine ; they have 
rearguard of 12,000' (the 0,000 Ilosaians, and 0,000 Now Hanoverians), 

' who at last are actually on march thither, near arriving there : For- 
ward ! " said tho Captaincy ' (said Stair, chiefly, it was thought) : ' " Shall 
the whole suxnmer waste itself to no purpose } " — and are up the River 
thus far, not on the most considerate terms. 

' What this Pragmatic Army means to do ? That is, and has been, a 
great question for all the world ; e.sp(‘.cially the Noailles and the French, 
—not to say, for tho Pragmatic itself ! (Jet into Lorraine? " think tho 
French : " (Jet into Alsace, and wrest it from us, for behoof of her 
Hungarian Majesty," — ^plundered goods, which indeed belong to the 
Belch and her, in a Bonse 1 Eh’-mm (Alsace, Owfer-seat), with its Road^ 
Fortress {Bliuwhiirg)^ plundered from tho Holy Romish Reich by 
Louis XIV,, in a way no one can forgot; actually plundered, as if by 
highway roldiery, or by higliway robbery and attorneyism combined, on 
the part of that great Stn'ereign. "To Stnisburg? To Lorraine, per- 
haps? Or to the Three Bishoprics"^ (Metz, Toul, Verdun readers 
recollect that Siege of Metz, wliich broke tho great heart of Karl v. ? 
Who raged and fired as man seldom did, with d0,000 men, against Guise 
and the intrusive French, for six weeks ; sound of his cannon heard at 
IStrasburg oxx winter niglite, 800 years ago to no purpose | for 
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knows^ had all the 44>000 been as rash as Stair and his English^, but luck^ 
and sheer hard fighting, might have favoured him, as skill could not, in 
those sad circumstances ! Stair's plan was, Beat Noaillos, axad you 
have done everything : provisions, opulent new regions, and all else shall 
be added to you ! ” Stair's plan might have answered,— had Stair been 
the master to execute it ; which ho was not. D'Ahremberg's also, wlio 
protested, Wait till your 12,000 join, and you have your provisions," 
was the orthodox plan, and might have much to say for itself. But the 
two plans collapsing into one, — that was the clearly fatal method 1 
Magnanimous Stair never made the least explanation, to an undiscerning 
l^uhlic or Parliament ; wi’apt himself in strict silence, and accepted in a 
grand way what had come to him.^ Clear it is, the Pragmatic Army had 
come across again, at Aschaffenburg, Sunday June lOth; and was found 
there by his Majesty on the Wednesday following, with its two inter- 
necine plans fallen into mutual death ; a Pragmatic Army in truly 
dangerous circumstances, 

^ llie English who were in and round Aschaffenburg itself, Hanoverians 
and Austrians encamping farther down, had put a battery on the Bridge 
of Aschaffenburg ; hoping to ho able to forage thereby on the other side 
of the Mayn. Whereupon Noaillos had instantly clapt a redoubt, under 
due cover of a wood, at his end of the Bridge. No passage this way, 
gentlemen, except into the cannon's throat!" — so that Marshal Staii*, 
reconnoitring that way, had his hat shot off,” and rapidly drew hack 
again. Nay, before long, Noaillos, at the Village of Seligenstadt, some 
eight miles farther down, throws two wooden or pontoon bridges over ; ^ 
can bring his whole Army across at Seligenstadt ; prohibits all manner 
of supply to us from Hanau or our Magazines by his arrangement there/ 
—(Notable little Seligenstadt, ' City of the Blessed ' ; where Eginhart 
and Emma, ever since Charlemagne's time, lie waiting the Ilosurreotion ; 
that is the place of these Noailles contrivances 1)—^ Furthermore, we 
learn, Noailles has seized a post twenty miles farther up the river 
(Miltenherg the name of it) ; and will prevent supplies from coming 
down to UB out of Franken or the Neckar Country. We had forgotten, 
or our coiiajm of i)lans had done it, that “^an army moves on its 
stomach" (as the King of Prussia says), and that we have nothing to live 
upon in these parts i 

. ^Such luis the unfortunate fact turned out to be, when Britannic 
Majesty arrives ; and it can now be discovered clearly, by any eyes, 
however fiat to tlie head. And a terrible fact it is. Discordant Generals 


His Papers, to voluminous extent, are still in the Family Archives not 
inaccessible, I think, were the right student of them (who would be a rare article 
tmong us 1) to turn up. 

® Sketch of Plan at p. 435?, 
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waste of ixioor, for sonae good space. In wliicli scrubl)y moor, as else- 
where in this dell or hollow way itself, where the Village hangs, with its 
hedges, piggeries, colegarths,— there is like to be bad enough marching 
for a column of men! Noaillos, as we said, has Two Bridges thrown 
across the Mayn, just below ; and the last of his Five Batteries, from the 
Other side, will command Bettingen, His plan of operation is this : 

^By these Bridges he has passed 24,000 horse and foot across the 
Eiver, under his Nephew the chivalrous Buko of Grammont : these, with 
due artilleiy and cipiipment, are to occupy the Village ; and to rank 
themselves in battle-order to leftward of it, on the moor just mentionc(i, 
— well bcliind that hollow way, with its brook and bogs ; — and, one thing 
they must note well, Not to stir from that position, till the English 
columns have got fairly into said hollow way and brook of Bettingen, 
and are plunging more or less distractedly across the entanglements 
there. With cannon on their left flank, and such a gullet to pass 
through, one may hope they will bo in rather an attackable condition. 
Across that gullet it is our intention they shall never get liow can 
they, if Grammont do his duty ? 

^ This is Noailles's plan ; one of the prettiest imaginable, say military 
men, — had the execution but corresponded. Noailles had seized 
AschafFenburg, so soon as the English were out of it; Noailles, from 
his batteries beyond the lliver, salutes the English march with con- 
tinuous shot and thunder, which is very discomposing: he sees con- 
fldcutly a really fair likelihood of capturing the Britannic Majesty and 
his Pragmatic Army, unless they prefer to die on the ground. Seldom, 
since that of the Caudine Forks, did any Army, by ill-luck and ill- 
guidance, get into such a pinfold, — death or flat surrender seemingly 
Iheir one alternative, 

'Thus march these English, that dewy morning, Thursday June 27th, 
1743, with cannon playing on their left flank ; and such a fate ahead 
of them, had they known it; — very short of breakfast, too, for most 
part But they have on© fine quality, and Britannic George, like all 
his Welf race from Henry the Lion down to these days, has it in an 
eminent degree : they are not easily put into flurry, into fear. In all 
Welf Sovereigns, and generally in Teuton Populations, on that side 
of the Channel or on this, there is the requisite unconscious sub- 
stratum of taciturn inexpuguahiliLy, with depth of potential rage almost 
unquenchable, to be found when you apply for it. Which quality will 
much stead them on the present occasion : and, indeed, it is perhaps 
strengthened by their stupidity'" itself, what neighbours call their 

stupidity" want of idle imagining, idle flurrying, nay, want even of 
knowing, is not one of the worst qualities just now I They tramp on, 
paying a minimum of attention to the cannon ; ignorant of what is 
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^So furious was tliat first charge of his; Mamn-’du-’Uoi covering 
itself with glory/'— for a short while. Maison-du-IM broke three lines 
of the Kneiny ’ (three, not “five ; ^dicl in some places actually break 
through ; in others “could not, hut galloped along the front” Tliree 
of their lines : hut the fourth line would not break ; much the contrary, 
it advanced (Austrians and English) with steady fire, hotter and hotter: 
upon this fourth line M(m<m-du-‘Hoi had, itself, to break, pretty much 
altogether, and rush home again, in ruinous condition. “Our front 
lines made lanes for thorn ; terribly maltreating them with musketry 
on right and left, as they galloped through.” And this was the end of 
Grammont's successes, this charge of horse ; for his infantry had no luck 
anywhere ; and the essential crisis of the Battle had been liere. It con- 
tinued still a good while ; plenty of cannoixading, fusillading, hut in 
sporadic detached form ; a confused sexdes of small shocks and knocks ; 
which were mostly, or all, unfortunate for Grammont; and which at 
length knocked him quite ojff the field. He was now interlaced with 
the English,'* moans Noailles ; so that my cannon, not to shoot 
Grammont as well as the English, had to cease firing !” Well, yes, that 
is true, M, le Mardchal ; but that is not so importatit as you would have 
ii The English had stood nine hours in this fire of yours ; by degrees, 
leaning well away from it ; answering it with countei'-hatteries and 
were pot yet ruined by it, when the Grammont crisis came ! Noailles 
should have dashed fresli troops across his Bridges, and tried to handle 
them well. Noailles did not do that; or do anything but wring his 
hands. 

^ The Fight lasted four hours ; ever hotter on the English part, ever 
less hot on the French ' (fire of anthracite-coal venus flame of dry wood, 
which latter at last sinks ^and ended in total defeat of the 

French. Ilie French Infantry by no means behaved as their Cavalry 
had done. The €fardes Fran^aises *' (fire burning ashy, after seven hours 
of fiaming), ^ whexi Grammont ordered them up to take the English in 
fiank, would hardly como-on at all, or stand one push. They throw 
away their arms, and plunged into the River, like a drove of swimmers ; 
getting drowned in great numbers. So that their comrades nicknamed 
them “ Canards du Mein (Ducks of the Mayn) ” : and in English mess- 
rooms, there went afterwards a saying : “ The French had, in reality, 
Three Bridges ; one of them not wooden, and carpeted with blue cloth 1 ” 
Such the wit of military mankind. 

^ * ^The English, it appears, did something by mere shouting. 
Partial hu«74ihs and counter-husjssahs between the Infantries were going 
on at one time, when Stair hiip])ened to gallop up : “ Stop that,” said 
Stair ; “ let us do it right. Silence ; then, One and all, when I give you 
signal ! ” And Stair, at the right moment, lifting his hat, there hurst- 
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was over, and victory gained. This is defaced by the spirit of ridicule, 
and not quite correct. Britannic Majesty’s horse’ (one of those 500 fine 
animals) ' did, it is certain, at last dangerously run away with him ; upon 
which he took to his feet and his Hanoverians. But he had been 
repeatedly on horseback, in the earlier stages ; galloping about, to look 
with his own eyes, could they have availed him; and was heard encourag- 
ing his people, and speaking even in the English language, Steady, my 
boys ; fire, my brave boys, give them fire ; they will soon run ! ” ^ 
Latterly, there can be no doubt, he stands ’ (and to our imagination, he 
may fitly stand throughout) ^ in the above attitude of lunge ; no fear in 
him, and no plan ; mns peur et sans avis” as we might term it. Like 
a real Hanoverian Sovereign of England ; like England itself, and its 
ways in those German Wars. A typical epitome of long sections of 
English History, that attitude of lunge I — 

^ The English Officers also, it is evident, behaved in their usual way : 
—without knowledge of war, without fear of death, or regard to utmost 
peril or difficulty ; cheering their men, and keeping them steady upon 
the throats of the French, so far as might be. And always, after that 
first stumble with the French Horse was mended, they kept gaining 
ground, thrusting back the Enemy, not over the Dettingen Brook and 
Moorground only, but, knock after knock, out of his woody or other 
coverts, back and ever back, towards Welzheim, Kahl, and those Two 
Bridges of his. The flamy French’ (ligneous fire burning lower and 
lower, versus anthracitic glowing brighter and brighter) ^ found that they 
had a bad time of it found, in fact, that they could not stand it; and 
tumbled finally, in great torrents, across their Bridges on the Mayn, 
many leaping into the Eiver, the English sitting dreadfully on the 
skirts of them. So that had the English had their Cavalry in readiness 
to pursue, Noailles’s Army, in the humour it had sunk to, was ruined, 
and the Victory would have been conspicuously great. But they had, as 
too common, nothing ready. Impetuous Stair strove to get ready; 

pushed out the Grey Dragoons” for one item. But the Authorities 
refused Stair’s counsel, as rash again ; and made no effectual pm-suit at 
aH ; — too glad that they had brushed their Battlefield triumphantly clear, 
and got out of that fatal pinfold in an honourable manner. 

•^They stayed on the ground till 10 at night; settling, or trying to 
settle, many things. The Surgeons were busy as bees, but able for 
Officers only ; — Dress him first 1 ” said the glorious Duke of Cumber- 
land, pointing to a young Frenchman’ (Excellency Fdnelon’s Son, grand- 
nephew of TUimaque) * who was worse wounded than his Highness, Quite 
in the Philip-Sydney fashion ; which was much taken notice of. ^^All 

^ (Euvres des Fr^d&ic (iii. 14) : compare Anonymous, Life of the Duke of 
Cumberland (p. 64 n.); Henderson’s Zt/e of ditto j etc» 
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futile character, even in the temporary Gazetteer estimate; 
and are to be valued at zero, and left charitably in oblivion 
by a pious posterity. Stair, the one brightish-looking man in 
it, being gone, there remain Majesty with his D^Ahreni bergs, 
Neippergs, and the Martial Boy ; Generals Cope, Hawley, 
Wade, and many of leaden character, remain : — let the leaden 
be wrapped in lead. 

It was not a successful Army, this Pragmatic. Dettingen 
itself, in spite of the rumouring of Gazetteers and temporary 
persons, had no result,— except the extremely bad one, That 
it inflated to an alarming height the pride and belligerent 
humour of his Britannic, especially of her Hungarian Majesty; 
and made Peace more difficult than ever. That of getting 
Ostein, with his Austrian leanings, chosen ICur-Mainz, — that 
too turned out ill : and perhaps, in the course of the next 
few months, we shall judge that, had Ostein leant agmnst 
Austria, it had been better for Austria and Ostein. Of the 
Pragmatic Army, silence henceforth, rather than speech ! — 

One thing we have to mark, his Britannic Majesty, com- 
mander of such an Army, — and of such a Purse, which is 
still more stupendous, — has risen, in the Gazetteer estimate 
and his own, to a high pitch of importance. To be Supreme 
Jove of Teutschland, in a manner ; and acts, for the present 
Summer, in that sublime capacity. Two Diplomatic feats of 
his, — one a Treaty done and tumblcd-down again, the other 
a Treaty done and let stand Q Treaty of Worms,’ and ^ Con- 
ferences,’ or Aow-Treaty * of Hanau ’), — are of moment in this 
History and that of the then World. Of these two Trans- 
actions, due both of them to such an Army and such a Purse, 
we shall have to take some notice by and by ; the rest shall 
belong to Night and her leaden sceptre^ — ^much good may 
they do her i 

Some ten days after Dettingen, Broglio (who was crackling- 
off' from Dojiauwdrth, in view of the Lines of Schellenberg, 
that very 27th of June) ended his retreat to the Ehine 
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C*iiiitiiri« ; * i-joriutV's" liiiHigli rutlitr liittl cmleii-iiito % 

tiin Ti»fj»tth!n"ri«ii of Friitw Kurl. ‘July Hlli, at Wimpfen'’ 
(in ll»« Nrrkttr llyjtion, wnm* way South of 1>« Broglio 

*!i'livri*« Sum 'i’rtaijw to MnriVSinS tltj Noaiilw's ciuts ; and, 
iiriit oiui niitj;, towards Sh.i ti-.Uij, and quifl Offidal 

Uf«% as tfovernor tSnw. 

• 'ilio ilay nflor hi* arrival,’ wty* f Vii iSiic h, * he gave a 
gmntl !»a!f in Str ^ Kt-.v;; ;** MMudd yoiir rtnniu. ruig hero 
safe again, my friends i ’ An tin,;} ih ful t ’nurt jitdgid oUier- 
wisi? of the iimi. 'r«Kik Sits Stn tv.irjj tSwvemiiK'Ht from him, 
gave it to ManH-Sin! do t’oigiiy ; oitlwal the hero to his 
I'tstnla* in the Norinnmly, if I renieiiiiMjr -wSsere 


lint*, in the Straamii^ Ito hia ind).*jn*iis{d)Ie 

):!Oji5ii)n»s at the Foal of Setflda out*; and now, in thc«e 
last twelve monthi, i* eonaidem! to liav® done a seriei of 
i»Su»tery « dmtgatory to the glory of France, mid 

ruinous to tliat sidditne Ikdleisle Fnt* rj»iise for one thing. 

A adtiwi Kntrrj»ri»« ttmt, at any rate ; aeldom was Enten* 
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Most Christian Majesty is not so sensible of this fact as he 
afterwards became ; but what with Broglio and the extinct 
Orillammc, what with Dtdf ingtai and the incipient Pragmatic, 
he is heartily disgusted and <liscouraged ; and wishes he had 
not thought of cuttii\g Germany in Four, July 26th, Most 
Christian Majesty applies to the German Diet; signilying 
‘ That he did indeed undertake to help tlie Kaiser, according 
to treaties ; but was the farthest in the world from meaning 
to invade Germany, on his own score. That he had and has 
no <piarrel, except with Austria as Kaiser’s enemy ; and is 
ready to be friends even with Austria. And now indeed 
intends to withdraw his troops wholly from the German 
territory. And can therefore hope that all unpleasantness 
will cease, between the German Nation and him ; and that 
perhaps the Kaiser will be able to make peace with her 
Majesty of Hungary on softer terms than at one time seemed 
likely. If only the animosities of sovereign persons would 
assuage themselves, and each of us would look without passion 
at the issue really de.sirable for him ! ’ ^ 

That is now, 26th July 1746, King Louis’s story for him- 
self to the Diet of the Holy Roman Empire, Teutsch by 
Nation, sitting at Frankfurt in rather disconsolate circum- 
stances. The Diet naturally answered ‘ Ja wohl, Ja wohl,' in 
intricate official language, — nobody need know what the Diet 
answered. But what tlie Hxmgarian Majesty answered, strong 
and high in such Britannic backing, — this was of such unex- 
pected tone, that it fixed evcrybt)dy’8 attention ; and will 
very specially require to be noted by us, in the course of a 
week or two. 

We said, her Hungarian Majesty was getting crowned in 
Bohemia, getting personally homagtal in Upper Austria, 
about to get vice-homaged in Bavaria itself, — nothing but 
glorious pomp, but loyalty loudly vocal, in Frag, in Linz and 
the once-afflicted Countries ; at her return to Vienna, she has 

* Esjwgnac, t aoa Adelung, lit 6, tgg (*6th July) j 16. 20 i (the answer to 
It, 6th August). 
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met tlie «ew» of s* rwwij? Ui ntnke the stnrs 

with her miUHnie heiul, * M,V Ullb Puimliii hivome Supreme 
Jovts tiH> : aim ! * 

Mriiitunic A«j&/jt Am uf ilunmt 

llrihinoic Majesty slayeU two whole iHoitUw iit ilnuiui, 
hniNhiug himself up again after that fieree lauit; ami «m. 
sulfriiii', with much liuhlSiitifo, What is the »ie*t thing? 
‘Cto-in ujjon Noaillcs’ fwho is still h u! ''w^i almut here, with 
Broglio coining on in the espliaietl state) ; * wreck Ikoglio 
ami him 1 C»o-iu ujKMi the French 1 ’ mr urges Stair always : 
ra»!» Stair» urgent to the etlge of intpoitiinify; English 
and Martial Boy urgently himking St.or; t)ie Hanoverian 
Officer* and Martial Parent a« steady to the other view. & 
that* in resjiect of War, the n«st thing, for two months 
coming, was atmolutely ni'tlihiy, and to t)ie end of the 
ruiupnigu wa« notiting wortlt a moment’s notice from us. 
But on the Diplomatic side, Uiere were two ronn tltinfp, 
Coil/hrmrs at Hanau with poor Kaiser Karl, arai Tmity 
at fVanm with the King of Sawlinla ; wldch,-- a* mmus 
<|uantiti«, or things less thmi nofUiiiy;;. itiiucd out to l» 

higiily wasidemble for his Britantuc Miyesty and «a 

ffanaUf 7<A Aupat !7#3. Poor Kstner Ksr! had left 

AujrMl'um Jana 2<!th, —while hi* Krtylto was fn f> jr,;' nt Pmiinisrirtl), 
ainl hiH Seokendorf trMtring for Anataliw at N*f.it r the 

very day before Pettlnfen. What a pimi id mwu to him, that 
Dettii^ton, os hk return to mwnkAirt t 

^A days after Bsttiaiim, iulf 8d, Nnaflloa, who k still within 
mdl, esme aoroM to see thk {lonr iite{mR of Portnne : glvwi piteous 
amunt of him, if any one were now «rvIo«m on that head ,* flow he 
bitterly romphtuM of Itri^rUo, of tlm iio>initeiilles sent, and is drivm 
nearly desperate {--not a penny In bk poriiet, beymid ail. Upon which 
latter clause Noailles munificently advanced blm a BflOOt,, '*Pmufht of 
40, mm crowns, in my own immo ; which donhtlwis the King, in hk ««* 
pasHion, will see ipnul to sunrUon.'** Hk Mlafs on the leas of DetMngim 

* Campagnet de (Aim.tridum, tins h ,% jtrtju*'), *»t laUirr tdee 

vertit to tluit which we have railed />« A/lt, /.<•.»««, ((ring of Uic same 

Collection) 1 . 316.3*!. 
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may bo pictured. But ho had laid his account with such things ; — pro^ 
pared for the worst, sitxco that Ixitorview with Broglio and Conti ; one 
plan now loft, Feaeo, cost what it will 1 ** 

* The poor Kaiser had already, as we saw, got into hopes of bargaining 
with his Britannic Majesty ; and now he instantly sots about it, while 
Ilanau is victorious headquarters. Britannic Majesty is not himself very 
forward ; hut Carteret, I ratdier judge, had taken up the notion ; and on 
Ids Majesty*s and (Carteret's part, there is actually the wish and attempt 
to pacificato the Reich ; to do something tolerable for the poor Kaiser, 
as well as satisfactory to the Hungarian Majesty, — satisfactory, or capable 
of being (by the Furse-holder) insisted on as such. 

* Ami so the Lmdgraf of llessen, excellent Wilhelm, King George's 
friend and gossip, is come over to that little Town of Hanau, which is his 
own, in the Schloss of which King Georg© is lodged : and there, between 
Carteret and our Landgraf, — ^the King of Prussia's Ambassador (Herr 
Klinggriif), and one or two selectly uealous Official persons, assisting or 
watching,"— we have ‘'^Conferences of Hanau" going on; in a zealous 
fashion ; all parties eager for Peace to Kinser and Reich, and in good 
hope of bringing it about. The wish, ardent to a degree, had been the 
Kaiser's brat of all. The scheme, I guess, was chiedy of Carteret's 
devising ; who, in his magnificent mind, regardless of expense, thinks it 
may be possible, and discerns well what a stroke it will he for the Cause 
of liberty, and how glorious for a Britennic Majesty's Adviser in such 
circumstances. July 7 th, the (.Conferences began: and, so frank and 
loyal were the parties, in a week's time matters were advanced, almost 
to completion, the fundamental outlines of a bargain settled, and almost 
ready for signing. 

* ‘‘ Give me my Bavaria again I " the Kaiser had always said : “ I am 
Head of the Eeich, and have nothing to live upon!" On one pre- 
liminary, Carteret had always been inexorable: ‘‘Have done with 
your French auxiliaries ; send every soul of them homo ; the German 
soil once cleared of them, much will bo possible ; till then nothing." 
JCuiser : “ Well, give me back my Bavaria ; my Bavaria, and something 
suitable to live upon, as Head of the Reich: some decent Annual 
Pension, till Bavaria come ixvbo paying conditioti, — cannot you, who are 
so wealthy? And Bavaria might b© made a Kingdom, if you wished to 
do the handsome thing. I will renounce my Austrian Pretensions, quit 
utterly my French AlHattces ; consent to have her Hungarian Majesty's 
august Consort made King of the Romans" (which means Kaiser after 
me), “and in fact be very safe to the House of Austria and the Cause of 
Liberty." To all this the tbrice-unfortunate gentleman, titular Emperor 
of til© World, and unable now to pay hia milk-scores, is eager to consent 
To continue crossing flie Abysses on bridges of French rainbow? 
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eaaeaviHirH, aot to apeak ofhia Britanaic Majesty's, — and politely press- 
ing* on the poor Kaiser a gift of 15,000/, (first weekly instalment of the 

Annual Bennion " that had^ in theory, been set apart for him) ; which 
the Kaiser^ though indigent, declined,^ 

*The disgust oftoidgraf Wilhelm was infilnite; who, honest man, saw 
in all thiH merely an artifice of Carteret's, To undo the Kaiser with his 
French Allies, to quirk him out of his poor help from the French, and 
have him at their mercy, Shame on itl” cried Landgraf Wilhelm 
aloud, and many others less loud, Klinggrfif and King Friedrich among 
them : What a Carteret 1 " Tlie Landgraf turned away with indigna- 
tion from perfidious England ; and began forming quite opposite con- 
nexions. ^^You shall not even have my hired 6,000, you perfidious! 
Thing done with such dextei'ity of art, tool” thought the Landgraf, — 
and continued to think, till evidence turned up, after many months.^ 
This was Friedrich's opinion too, — pei'manently, I believe ; — and that of 
nearly all the world, till the thing and the Doer of the thing were con- 
temptuously forgotten. A piece of Macchiavellism on the part of 
Carteret and perfidious Albion, — equal in refined cunning to that of the 
Ships with foul bottom, which vanished from Cadiz two years ago, and 
were admired with a shudder by Coxitinontal mankind who could see 
into millstones ! 

^This is the second stroke of Macchiavellian Art hy those Islanders, in 
their truly vulpine method. Stroke of Art important for this History ; 
and worth the attention of English readers, — being almost of pathetic 
nature, wlion one comes to understand it! Carteret, for this Hanau 
buHiness, had clangour enough to undergo, poor man, from Germans and 
from English ; which was wholly unjust. His trade,” say the English 
—(or used to say, till they forgot their considerable Carteret alto- 
gether),— was that of rising in the world hy feeding the mad German 
Immours of little George ; a miserable trade.” Yes, my friends hut it 
was not <|uite Carteret's, if you will please to examine I And none say, 
Carteret did not do his trade, whatever it was, with a cer tain greatness, 
^at least till habits of drinking rather took him. Poor man : impatient, 
probably, of such fortune long continued 1 For he was thrown out, next 
Swion of Parliament, hy Noodle of Newcastle, on those strange terms ; 
and never could get in again, and is now forgotten ; and there succeeded 
him still more mournful phenomena,— «aid Noodle or the poor Pelhams, 


^ Adclung, lit. ao6, ao9«axa| we Coxe, Mmoirs of Mham (London, 
1829)* i 7S, 469* 

® Cariimt Fapm (in British Museum), Additional Mss. No. 22,529 (May 

1743 January X74S)? ^0* 22,527 (January— September 1742) are other 

LaudgraLWilhclm pieces o! Correspondence. 



H'i l.r;:M!*l;AN WAR sm (iiooKXI^, 

, , , , Aug. 

iiaiurlv, ii| a» nj •filing*' inltiini »i'l tn iiuilHigu our 

fiipri' i* nfiU i.iii'.i- liii-af) ri’nii-niliranri' in Kitgliuul. W«)l !'™ 

I’rtiti irl, !hii)!;‘li !}ii r«« h'ui innii lui I Kikr i>f N<'Wrft.«it.!e to 
run lit !i>' lu t tlii’i liiii- M lit'UH*, h.'i'r Itiu! his itiHH'ultk'!} 

ill lu ii inj; hi f iiiuiiilv. lift* Miyi'Hty's 

^nn! lu-m!, uimirthlf gnmst rthmst Jsihsitt, is hwit <m iliivittg, 
it iiift rrilnrnt iiiu uiii' thiV, ttifirh is n Im»}h‘ sh<‘ m‘vcr ynits, at 
ahv mil’ MiiiH* ftiiijtli’ liJiiiJiitl Jh* tiM* niitjiU') i iiuimli til elso- 

whi-m, l>n 111 *' It.'iiiiiu sihfiiH*. imiliil 'r> iif chliiiul, with 
i;itj>l<mil for auul Iw it, wmihl h iu’ fnlk-Ji viguiinmly on the 
llniiiil nf l‘(iu»r, nnij niniitf i'miiw iJisgorgo : I.orruiiic, 
llkass, Ihi’ Tiim’ tt !; >!■ i* , nut lo think of Ihirgumiy, 
aitti fatlit'r jtlumh-rs from tin' Iti'iili, Innt' wonlil have ht'im 
•rot ftoil rmiir nguiit ' fur hrr tli; Mttjfuty ami every* 

loiili ' ilnl Diiiitii, ill th«J »hnj»u of hw fJntro of Ni wijistlr, 
iiil»trvism« 1 anil all this has Jn'roim* rhiiitfrimi amt w»ms. 

It was whila farti-n'l's fourii'f was gout* to Knglam! and 
nut iwoi' hark, that King Isniis nnnh' thi* alioii'-mwitionai 
mihi, ahiuo! ji.iuh u?, Ihilamliun to th« lldrh, ‘Good 
Irt ns inor INiu*-; ami all !«i m wo wore! I, for 
iny sliam, wi»h to Iw «»ot of it ; I am for homo!’ And* in 
rilia t, was alrtraily homo ; ovrrv Frinirliman in arms hoing, 
hy this tinio, on his own »«!« of the Itiiino, as wo siiali 
|irr ohsrrvo.. 

I or, tiw winio day, duly aiith, wliiio that was ping on at 
Fmnkfiiri, and f!artorot*s rotnrioMMirior was due in five day*, 
Id* Ilritaiiido Majwty at !!aimii hail a sjdemiid visit,'— 
tending not towanl* I*oaco with France, hut quite the 
wav. Visit from Prince Karl, with Klievenhiillw 
and olhrr dignitaries i doing «» tlwl honour *1111 the evening 
Ilf the ‘i.Hth,’ gultling their Army, wtiirli is now in these 
neighiHinrhsaals ( ilnigliw well gone to air ahi^l of it « Noaill^ 
tmi, at the (lr»t sure sniff of it, having rush«i dmihle-quick 
across the lihinc),— th*»i» high Gentlemen iiave mn over to 
%», for » cmipl® of dap, to * cowgralulat® on Dctlingitn’i or, 
better util!, to commit, face to face, about ulterior niovomeols. 







CIIAI-. V.] battle OE LETT ingen UB 

x6th Aug. X7431 

* Follow Noni lies ; traosfex' the seat of war to France itself ? 
Timm are my orders, your Majesty. Combined Invasion of 
Elsass ; what a slash may be made into France ’ (right hand- 
selling of your Carteret Scheme) Hhis very year ^Proper, 
in every case!’ answers the Britannic Majesty; and engages 
to co<)j)cratc* Upon which Prince Karl, — after the due 
reviewing, dinncring, ceremonial blaring, which was splendid 
to witness,^— hastens back to his Army (now lying about 
Baden Durlach, 70,000 strong); and ought to be swift, 
while the chance lasts. 

nungarian Majesty answeray in the Die% that French Declara- 
^ Make Peace^ good People ; I wish to he out of it 
— in rni ominous manner 

These are fine prospects, in the French quarter, of an 
equivalent for Schlesien ; — very fine, unless Diana intervene I 
Diana or not, French prospects or not, her Hungarian 
Majesty fastens on Bavaria with uncommon tightness of fist, 
now that Bavaria is swept clear ; well resolved to keep 
Bavaria for equivalent, till better come. Exacts, by her 
de|)uty, Homage froxn the Population there ; strict Oath of 
Fealty to her ; poor Kaiser protesting his uttermost, to no 
pur{)Ose ; Kaiser’s poor Printer (at Regensburg, which is in 
Bavaria) getting ^ tried and hanged ’ for printing such 
Protest 1 She draughts forcibly the Bavarian militias into 
her Italian Army ’ ; is high and merciless on all hands ; — in 
a word, throttles poor Bavaria, as if to the choking of it out- 
right. So that the very Gazetteers in foreign places gave 
voice, though Bavaria itself, such a grasp on the throat of it, 
was voiceless* SeckendorjTs poor Bargain for Neutrality as a 
Bavarian Ileichs-Army, her Hunprian Majesty disdains to 
confirm ; to confirm, or even to reject ; treats Seckendorf and 
his Bavarian Army little otherwise than as a stray dog which 
she has not yet shot* And truly the old Feldmarschall lies 
^ Anonymous, of Cuniberland^ pp. 85» 86. 
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J)VU-J)()S0, a nuniber of unexpected things : very portentous to 
lus Frnssian MajcHty among others. Forms a turning-point 
or ciisiH both in the French War, and in his Prussian 
blajesly’s History ; and ought to be particularly noted and 
dated l)y the careful reader. It is here that we first publicly 
hear tell of Compensation, the necessity Austria will have of 
Compensation, — ^Austria does not say expressly for Silesia, 
but she say.s and means for loss of territory, and for all other 
losses whatsoever : ‘ Comj>ensation for the past, and security 
for the future; that is my full intention,’ snuffles she, in 
that slow metallic tone of hers, irrevocable except by the 
gods. 

* Compensation for the past, Security for the future : ’ 
Compen.sation ? what does her Hungarian Majesty mean ? 
asked all the world ; asked Friedrich, the now Proprietor of 
Silesia, with peculiar curiosity! It is the first time her 
Hungarian Majesty steps articulately forward with such 
extraordinary Claim of Damages, as if she alone had suffered 
damage; — but it is a fixed point at Vienna, and is an 
agitating topic to mankind in the coming months and years. 
Ijorraine and the Three Bishoprics ; there would be a fine 
compensation. Then again, what say you to Bavaria, in 
lieu of the Silesia lost ? You have Bavaria by the throat ; 
keep Bavaria, you. Give ‘ Kur-Baiern, Kaiser as they call 
him,’ something in the Netherlands to live upon ? Will be 
better out of Germany altogether, with his French leanings. 
Or, give him the Kingdom of Naples, — if once we had 
compiercd it again ? These were actual schemes, successive, 
simultaneous, much occupying Carteret and the high Heads at 
Vienna now and afterwards ; which came all to nothing ; but 
should, were it not impos.sible, be held in some remembrance 
by reailers. 

Another still more unexpected point comes out here, in 
this singular Document, publicly for the first time : Austria’s 
feelings in regard to the Imperial Election itself. Namely, 
That Austria considers, and has all along considered, the 
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(Dictatiire QucHtion),’ -wlTiich rages on us, for about eleven 
months to come, in those distracted old Books ; and seems as 
if it would never end. Nor is there any saying when it 
would have ended; — ^had not, in August 1744, something 
else ciuled, the King of Prussia’s patience, namely; which 
enabled it to end, on the Kaiser’s then order ! ^ 

It must be owned, in general, the conduct of Maria Theresa 
to the Ileich, ever since the Beich had ventured to reject her 
Husband as Kaiser, and prefer another, was all along of a 
high nature ; till now it has grown into absolute contumacy, 
and a treating of Idie Reich’s elected Kaiser as a merely 
chimerical personage. No law of the Ileich had been 
violated against her Hungarian Majesty or Husband : ‘ What 
lawP’ asked all judges. Vicarius Kur-Sachsen sat m com- 
mittee, hatching for many months that Question of the Kur- 
Bdhmen vote ; and by the prescribed methods, brought it out 
in the negative, — every formality and regularity observed, and 
nobody but your Austrian Deputy protesting upon it, when 
requested to go home. But the high Maria had a notion 
that the Ileich belonged to her august Family and her ; and 
that all Elections to the contrary were an inconclusive thing, 
fundamentally void every one of them. 

Thus too, long before this, in regard to the Reichs-Archiv 
Question. The Archives and indispensablest Official Records 
and Papers of the Ileich, — these had lain so long at Vienna, 
the high Maria could not think of giving them up. ‘ So 
difficult to extricate what Papers are Austrian specially, from 
what are Austrian-Imperial; — must have time!’ answered 
she always. And neither the Kaiser’s more and more pressing 
demands, nor those of the late Kur-Mainz, backed by the 
Reich, and reiterated month after month and year after year, 
could avail in the matter. Mere angry correspondences, 
gniwing ever angrier; — the Archives of the Reich lay 
irrecoverable at Vienna, detained on this pretext and on 
that : nor were they ever given up ; but lay there till the 

‘ AWtiBg, iii. i, SOI, iv. tgS, etc. 
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cross about Mainz, and cooperate from Lower Elsass, And 
they should have been swift about it ; and were not 1 All 
the world expected a severe slash to France; and France 
itself had the due apprehension of it : but France and all the 
world were mistaken, this time. 

Prince Karl was slow with his preparations ; Noailles and 
Coigny (Broglio’s successor) were not slow ; ‘ raising batteries 
everywhere,'' raising lines, ^10,000 Elsass Peasants,** and 
what-not; — so that, by the time Prince Karl was ready 
(middle of August), they lay entrenched and minatory at 
all passable points ; and Karl could nowhere, in that Upper- 
Rhine Country, by any method, get across. Nothing got 
across ; except, once or twice, for perhaps a day. Butcher 
Trenck and his loose kennel of Pandouxs ; who went about, 
plundering and rioting, with loud rodomontade, to the admira- 
tion of the Gazetteers, if of no one else. 

Nor was George’s seconding of important nature; most 
dubitative, wholly passive, you would rather say, though the 
River, in his quarter, lay undefended. He did, at lash cross 
the Rhine about Mainz ; went languidly to Worms, — did an 
ever-memorable Treaty of Worms tiiere, if no fighting there 
or elsewhere. Went to Speyer, where the Dutch joined him 
(sadly short of number stipulated, had it been the least 
matter); — was at Germersheim, at what other plac^ I forget; 
manoeuvring about in a languid and as if in an aimless 
manner, at least it was in a perfectly ineffectual one. 
Mentzel rode gloriously to Trarbach, into Lorraine ; stuck-up 
Proclamation, ' Hungarian Majesty come, by God’s help, for 
her own again,’ and the like ; — of which Document, now fallen 
rare, we give textually the last line : ^ And if any of you d&fiV 
(don’t sit quiet at least), a will,’ to be brief, ^ first ^cut-off 
your ears and noses, and then hang you out of hand.’ The 
Angular Champion of Christendom, famous to the then 
Gazetteers 1 ^ Nothing farther could George, with his Dutch 

1 In Adelung (iii. h m) t^e Proclamation at large. I have, or once Imd, a 
Life of Mmtzd (Dublin, I think, 1744), ‘ P^ce twopence, —dear at the money. 

VOL. IV. * ^ ^ 
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sorrow of her Majesty, for loss of such a soldier and man.^ 
Britannic Majesty has not been successful with his Pragmatic 
Army. He did get his new Kur-Mainz, who has brought 
tlic Austrian hkorbitancy to a first reading, and into general 
view. Ho di<l get out of the Dettingen mousetrap ; and, to 
the admiration of tlm Gazetteer mind, and (we hope) envy of 
Most (Christian Majesty, he has, regardless of expense, played 
Supreme Jove on the German boards for above three months 
runniitg. But as to Settlement of the German Quarrel, 
he has done nothing at all, and even a good deal less ! Let 
me commend to readers this little scrap of Note; headed, 
^Methods qfPm^ating Germany ; 

* There is one ready method of pacificating Germany : That his 
Britannic Majesty should firmly button his breeches-pocket, ^^Not one 
Kijcpour.o Madam ! ” — and go home to his bed, if he find no business 

wailing him at home. Has not he always the Ear-of-Jenkim Question, 
and the Cause of Liberty in that succinct form ! But, in Germany, 
sinews of war being cut, law of gravitation would at once act ; and 
e%(n*biUvut llinigarian Majesty, tired France, and all else, would in a 
brief space of time lapse into eipiilibrium, probably of the more stable 
kind. 

^ 2”. Or, if you want to save the Cause of Liberty on a grand scale, 
there are th(»H0 llanau Carterct^s magnificent scheme : A 

united Teutschland (England inspiring it), to rush on the throat of 
France, for ^^Compensation," for universal salving of sores. This 
fiec(md method, Diana having intervened, is gone to water, and even 

to pensoned water. So that, ' ^ 

Iliere was nothing left foi“ poor Carteret but a Treaty of Worms 
(ooncinming which, something more explicit by and by) : ^ A Teutschland 
(the bhiglish, doubly and trebly inspiring it, as surely they will now 
ne<‘.<l ! ) to rush as aforesaid, in the disunited and indeed nearly inter- 
necine stote. Which third method,— unless Carteret can conquer Naples 
for the Kaiser, sttiff the Kaiser, into some satisfactory ^'Netherlands or 
the like, and miracnlotmly do the unfeasible (Fortune perhaps favouring 
tlm brave),— may be called the unlikely one ! As poor Carteret probably 
mimnm, or dreads had he now any choice left. But it was lovers last 
shift i And, by aid of Diana and otherwise, that is the posture in which, 
at Mainz, 11th October 1748, we leave the German Question/ 


» Maria Thmsum UUn^ pp. 94» 45* 
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‘ Compensation, n'om France in particular, is not to be 
had gratis, it appears. Somewhere or other it must be had ! 
Complaining once, as she very often does, to her Supreme 
Jove, Hungarian Majesty had written: ^Why, O why did 
you force me to give up Silesia 1 ’ — Supreme Jove answers (at 
what date I never knew, though Friedrich knows it, and ‘ has 
copy of the Letter ‘ Madam, what was good to give k 
good to take back (ce qui est hon a •prendre est bm a 
rendre) i ^ 

CHAPTER VI 

VOLTAIKE VISITS FRIEDEICH FOR THE FOURTH TIME 

In the last days of August, there appears at Berlin M. 
de Voltaire, on his Fourth Visit ; — thrice and four times 
welcome ; though this time, privately, in a somewhat un- 
expected capacity. Come to try his hand in the diplomatie 
line ; to sound Friedrich a little, on behalf of the distressed 
French Ministry. That, very privately indeed, is Voltaire^ 
errand at present; and great hopes hang by it for Voltaire, 
if he prove adroit enough. 

Poor man, it had turned out he could not get his Academy 
Diploma, after all, — owing again to intricacies and het^o- 
doxies. King Louis was at first willing, indifferent; nay, the 
Chateauroux was willing : but orthodox parties persuaded 'his 
Majesty; wicked Maurepas (the same who lasted till 
Revolution time) set his face against it ; Maurepas, and Am* 
de Mirepoix (whom they wittily call ^ Jne"* or Ass of Mke^ 
poix, that sour opaque creature, lately monk), were industrious 
exceedingly; and put veto on Voltaire. A stupid Bishop 
was preferred to him for filling-up the Forty. Two Bkhop 
magnanimously refused ; but one was found with amhitims 
stupidity enough : Voltaire, for the third time, failed in this 
small matter, to him great. Nay, in spite of that ki^ » 
1 (Euvr^ de Frdd/ru^ iii 27. 
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Mvropc, he could not fj:ct his Mort de C6mr acted; cabals 
rising ; Jncim dc IMiroj) >iK rising ; Orthodoxy, sour Opacity 
prevailing again. To Madame and him (though finely 
caix'sscd in tlio PaviMau circles) these were provoking months ; 
— enongli to make a man fors^vear Literature, and try some 
other Jacob’s-I^xdder in this world. Which Voltaire had 
actual thoughts of, now and then. We may ask, Are these 
things of a nature to create love of the Hierarchy in M. de 
Voltaire? ‘Your Academy is going to be a Seminary of 
lYiests,’ says Friedrich. The lynx-eyed animal, — anxiously 
asking itself, ‘Whitherward, tlien, out of such a mess?’ — . 
walks warily about, with its paws of velvet ; but has, in posse, 
claws under them, for certain individuals and fraternities. 

Nor, alas, is the Du Chdtelet relation itself so celestial as 
it once was. Madame has discovei-cd, think only with what 
feelings, that this great man does not love her as formerly ! 
The great n>an denies, ready to deny on the Gospels, to her 
and to himself; and yet, at bottom, if we read with the 
microscope, there are symptoms, and it is not deniable. How 
should it ? Leafy May, hot June, by degrees comes October, 
sere, yellow ; and at last, a (juite leafless condition, — not 
Favonius, but gray North-east, with its hail-storms (jealousies, 
barren cankered gusts), your nmin wind blowing. ‘JEmilie 
/it'd tk FAlffilre,' sneers he once, in an inadvertent moment, 
to some lAuly-frieiul : ‘ Emilie doing ? Emilic is doing 
Algebra ; that is Emilie’s cinploymnit, — which will be of 
great use to her in the affairs of IJfe, and of great charm 
in Society.’ * Voltaire (if you read with the microscope) has, 
on this side also, thoughls of being off. ‘Oflf on this side?’ 
Madame flies mad, becomes Megaua, at the mention or 
suspicion of it ! A jealous, high-tempered Algebraic Lady. 
They have had to tell her of this secret Mission to Berlin ; 
and she insists on being the conduit, all the papers to pass 

* Letter of Voltaire ‘ To Madame Chamtanin,’ end of 174a (CEuvres, Edition 
in 40 voIL, Paris, j8t8, xxxii. 148)}— Is misstd in the later Edition (97 voU., 
Pads, 1837), to which our habitual reference is. 
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iulvautage. There are eurious elucidative nparks, iu those 
Voltaire I,.e’tters^ chaotic as they are; small sparks, elucidative, 
confirmatory of your dull History Books, and adding traits, 
here and there, to the Image you have formed from them* 
Yiehling you a poor momentary comfort ; like reading some 
riihlle of no use ; like light got incidentally, by rubbing dark 
upon dark (say Voltaire flint upon Dryasdust gritstone), in 
those labyrinthic catacombs, if you are doomed to travel there* 
A mere wcariiu'ss, otherwise, to the outside reader, hurrying 
forward,’— to the light French Editor, who can pass comfort- 
ably on wings or l>alloons ! ^ VoItaire‘’a assiduous finessings 
with the Hague I)if>Iomatist People, or with their Secretaries 
if bribable; nay, with the Dutch Government itself (Hhrough 
(Jhannels whicdi I have opened,*^— with infinitesimally small 
result) ; Ids s})yings young Podewils,'' Minister here, Nephew 
of the Podewils we have known, ^ young Podewils in intrigue 
with a Dutch Huly of rank’ ; think of that, your Excellency); 
his preparatory subtle corrc\spoudings with Friedrich; Ins 
exeptisite manoeuvrings, and really great industiics in the 
small way — -all this, and tnuch else, we will omit Impatient 
of these preludings, which have been many ! Thus, at one 
point, Voltiire Hook a (catarrhal, from the nose 

only), when Friedridi was quite ready; then, again, when 
Voltaire wm ready, and the fluxion off, Friedrich had gone 
upon his Silesian Reviews : in short, there have been such 
cross qmiposcs, tedious delays, M are distressing to think of;~. 
and we will say only, that M. de Volture did actually, after 
the conceivable adventures, alight in the Berlin Schloss (last 

^ Ixxul pp* 40-138, Clogenson, a Dane (whose Notes, signed 

* Clog/ are in all t(derable recent Editions), has, alone among the Commentatoa 
of Voliiiirc^^ LiiiirSf mmle some real attempt towards explaining the many 
passages thiit arc fallen tinintelligilde. *Clog*/ travelling on foot, with his eyes 
open, li,«»*es|iet*ially on Gerimuvlliitory ptnths, —incomparable and unique, 
among hit Ermcli eomnideii going by balloon ; and drops a mtioiml or half- 
fatlonal hint now am! (hen, which ii meritoriously helpful* Unhappily he is by 
no means wi//-retcl In that (krman matter, by no means always exact; not 
indeed ever quite to he trusted without trial ha<b 
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MV'oulil your Mojortty be pleaiiid to have the kind ooiideHceneion 
(mmx <k kmk) to put oxi the nmrghx your refloetkms and ordern/ 


Mfmjmal hy YoUidre^ 

*r. Your iVIajewty is to know that the 
Siour I'ianmnnHir’ (sigidilos Maekyanl)^ 

* <shiof IhirglusnuaMtor of Amstordain, has 
ootno lately to beg M. do la Villo, 'Fmioh 
Miuintor there, to make PrtJiHJMak of 
Poaoo. lia Villo aonworod, If tlio Dutoh 
had olfor« to make, tho King his maitor 
oould hoar thoni. 

I» it not oUmr that the Poaoe 
Party will infallildy oarry it, in Holland, 
— -iinoo BaHsooour, one of th® most 
determined for War, begins to speak of 
X*OM©? Xi it xmt olear that France shows 
vigour and wisdom t 

In these oircumstaneos, if your 
Majesty took the tone of a Master, gave 
example to the Princes of the Empire in 
aasetnbling an Army of Neutrality, — 
would not you snatch the set'ptre of 
Europe from thtv hands of the English, 
who now brave you, aud speak in an 
insohmt revolting manner of your Ma- 
jesty, as do, in Holland also, the party of 
the Benfcincka, the Eageln, tho Opdaxnst 
I have mys<df luRird them, and am 
reporting Jiothing but what is very truo^ 

*4**, Do not you oovet yourself with 
an iinmi>rtal glory in declaring yourself, 
with effect, tho profcoctor of tho Empire? 
And b It not of most pressing interest to 
your Majesty, to himler tho X^iUglish 
from making your Enemy tlie (Xraud- 
I)uk«» (Mwia Theresab Hushand)*lClng 
of fchi Homans ? 

*5®. Whoever has ipokon hut a quar- 
ter of an liour to tho i)uko of d^Ahrtun- 
borg^ (who spilt Lord Stair’s fine enter- 
prlsoi lately, and reduced thexn to a 
Dtitinimh or a getting Into tho mouso- 
trap and a getting out), *to tho Count 
llarracli* {im|»rtant Austrian Official), 
^liord Stair, or any of the partlsani of 
Austria, mm for a quarter of an hour* 


Marginalia hy J^icdrhh, 


*l\ 'rids X^assocour, or Backyard, 
Heexns to bo the gentleman that has 
charge of fattening the capons and 
turkeys for their High Mightinesses ? 


I admire tho wisdom of Franc© j 
but Ood proserv© m© from ©tw imitat- 
lngitl 


This would he finer in an ode 
than in actual reality. I disturb myself 
vmy lit.tle about wliat the Dutch and 
English say, the rather as I understand 
xmthing of those dialects {patoi$) of 
thoira. 


4*’. France has more interest than 
XhniHHia to hinder that. Besides, on 
this point, dear Yoltaire, you are ill 
informed. I^or there can be no ISleotion 
of a XCing of tlm Homans without the 
unanimous oonsent of the Empire »o, 
you perooive, that always depends on 
mo. 


OntMV rmwra^ 

B%r%b% 

A lafapn do Barhm4, 
Mm 


^ Form of Song, very fashionable at Paris (see Barbier in those years : 

* BirikV I believe, 1$ a kind of lotteiy-game. 
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honour me with such a commission.’ 
(This does not want for impudence, 
Monsieur I Friedrich answers, from 
aloft :) 


‘ 9®, Do whatsoever you may please, I 
ihall always love your Majesty with my 
whole heart.’ 
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is it I that am to speak first. -.When 
they put a question to me, it will he time 
to reply: but you, who are so much 
a man of sense, you see well what a 
ridiculous business it would he if, with- 
out ground given me, I set to prescribing 
projects of policy to France, and even 
put them on paper with my own hand ! 

*9°. I love you with all my heart; I 
esteem you : I will do aU to have you, 
except follies, and things which would 
make me forever ridiculous over Europe, 
and at bottom would be contrary to my 
interests and my glory. The only com- 
mission I can give you for France, is to 
advise them to behave with more wisdom 
than they have done hitherto. That 
Monarchy is a body with much strength, 
but without soul or energy {nerf)J 


And so you may give it to Valori to put in cipher^ my illustrious 
Messenger from the Spheres.^ 


Worth reading, this, rather well. Very kingly, and 
characteristic of the young Friedrich. Saved by Beaumarchais, 
who did not give it in his famous Kehl Edition of Voltaire^ 
but ‘had it in Autograph ever after, and printed it in his 
^Dicade Philosophiquey 10 Messidor, An vii.’ (Summer, 1799); 
‘ Beaumarchais had several other Pieces of the same sort ; ’ 
which, as bits of contemporary photographing, one would have 
liked to see. 


Friedrich visits Baireuih ; on a particular errand ; — 
Voltaire attending^ and privately reporting 

This ‘ Biribi ’ Document, I suppose to have been delivered 
perhaps on the 7th ; and that Friedrich had it, but had not 
yet answered it, when he wrote the following Letter : 

^ Potsdam^ Zth September 1743 ' (Friedricli to Voltaire).— I dare not 
speak to a son of Apollo about torses and carriages, relays and suet 
things ; these are details with which the gods do not concern themselves, 

1 eSuvres de Voltaire, Ixxiii. 101-105 (see IL ii. 55) ; (Euvres dt Fridiric, 
xxii. 141-144- 
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Nations whicli^ not half a century ago, inspired terror over Europe/— 

^ ^ ‘ Scandalous Peace, that of Fieury, in 17SB ; ahandonins Kis^ 
Stanislaus, cheating Spain, cheating Sardinia, to get Lorraine ! Ami Low 
this manner of abandoning the Emperor' (respectable Karl rii. of yo ir 
making) ; ^ sacridcing Bavaria ; and reducing that worthy Prince to tiie 
lowest poverty, — poverty, I say not, of a Prince, but into the frightfale»l 
state for a private man 1 ’ Ah, Monsieur 1 

^ And yet your France is the most charming of Nations ; and if it is 
not feared, it deserves well to be loved. A King worthy to eoiiiniaiid it, 
who governs sagely, and acquires for himself the esteem of ail Eumy^,' 

(there, won't that do 1) — ^ may restore its ancient splendour, wMeii the 

Broglios, and so many others even more inept, have a little eclip^i-d. 
That is assuredly a work worthy of a Prince endowed with such gifti ! 
To reverse the sad pasture of affairs, nobly refmring what liave 

spoiled; to defend his country against furious enemies, reducing them 
to beg Peace, instead of scornfully rejecting it when offered : new waJ 
more glory acquirable by any King! I shaU admire wha^vw tka 
ffreat man' (ee grand homme, Louis xr., not yet rkibly tending to the 
dungheap, let us hope better things !) 'may achiere m Shat «y ; and of 
all the Sovereigns of Europe none will be le^ jealous of his suwesa than 
jj ^ there, my spheral friend, show that 

Whici. the spheral friend does. Nor was it ‘ ironj; as 
new Commentators think; not at all; sincere eimugh, wha 
vou call sincere ;— Voltaire himself had a n^ for ‘iron> . 
This was what you caU sincere Paneg>Tic in liberal mea^nre ; 
why he stingy with your measure? It costs 
will end Voltaire’s importunities; and so maj, if 

that altoptrtaT 

of . ■>» 

, • ,«• see for what followed, CEwwwdr 

X (Eunres * Frdd^ru, aan- m 
toiii. 129 (report to Amelot, 37 th October^ 
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Diet hiw come out (August HJth, am! is struggling to 
Dldaixr); the Auslriim pweiHlure! in Ruiern are in their full 
flngrancy : Fi'iedrich intemls trying once inore, Wiielher, in 
such crisis, there be absolutely no ‘ Union of (ieruuin Princes’ 
possible; nor even of any two or three of them, in the 
‘ Swabian and Francoiiinn Circles,’ which lie always tlumght 
the likeliest ? 

The Journey took effect, Tuesday 10th September^ (not 
the day before, as l^riedrich had been projecting); went by 
Halle, sh'aight upon l!aireuth ; and ended there on I'hursday. 
As usual. Prince August Wiiludm, and Prince Fenlinand of 
Brunswick, were of it ; Voltaire faikal not to accompany. 
What the complexion of it was, especially what Friedrich hac! 
tneant by it, and how ill he succeeded, will perhaps be most 
directly visible through the following compressed Excerpts 
from Voltaire’s long iMter to Secretary Amelot on the subject, 
— if readers will be diligent with them. Friedrich, after four 
days, ran across to Anspadh on important business; came 
back with mere failure, and was provokingly quite silent on it ; 
stayed at Baircuth some three days more ; thence home by 
Gotha (still on ‘Union’ business, still mere failure), by 
Leipzig, and arrived at Potsdam, September 26 th; — leaving 
Voltaire in Wilhelmina’s charmed circle (of which unhappily 
there is not a word said), for about a week more. Voltaire, 
directly on getting back to Berlin, ‘ resumes the thread of his 
journal’ to Secretary Amelot; that is, writes him another 
long Letter : 

Voltaire (from Berlin, Sd October 1743) to Secretary Ameht 

* * ‘ 'I'ho King of Prussia told me at Bairouth, on the lath or 14th 
of last month, Ho was glad our King had sent the Kaiser money ; — 
useful that, at any rate ; Noaillos’s C,000/. would not go far. “ lliat he 
thought M. le Mar^chal de Noaillos’s explanation ” (of a certain small 
rumour, to the disadvantage of Noaillcs in reference to the Kaiser), was 
satisfactory ; “ but,” added he, “ it results from all your secret motions 


Rodenbeck, i. 93. 
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Anwlot, ami his luggage after him, Voltaire’s diplomatic 
hopes included ; and there was an end. 

How ravishing the thing had been while it lasted, judge 
by these other stray syinj)l,oms; hastily picked up, partly at 
Berlin, partly at Brunswick; which show us the bright 
meridian, and also the blaze, almost still more radiant, which 
proved to be sunset. Headers have heard of Voltaire’s 
Madrigals to certain Princesses : and must read these Three 
again, — which are really incomparable in their kind; not 
equalled in graceful felicity even by Goethe, and by him alone 
of Poets approached in ttiat respect. At Berlin, Autumn 
1743, Three consummate Mfulrigals: 

1. To Princess Ulrique 

* Sommbi wn pm v4riU 

mik m &romier memorise : 
nuiti dans Verrmr d*un songe. 

An rang rois fdtais monk. 

Js wm admods, JPrinoessey etfosais vom k dire I 
Lm dietm d mon rivdl ne mknt pas tout 6k, 

Je rHai perdu gue mon empire' 

To Princesses Ulrique and Amelia 
* Si Pdrk venait snr la terre 
Pourjtiger entre vos beaux yeux, 

Jl coiipcra it ta ponme en deux, 

M m produirait pas de guerre' 

3. To Princesses Ulrique, Amelia and Wilhelmina 
* Pmdon, chanmmte Ulrique; pardon, belle AmAliei 
Pai oru n'aimer que voua la reste de ma vie, 

Mt m servir que sous vos lois ; 

Mats mfin fentends et je vois 
CeUe mUmihk Saeur dont I' Amour suit les traces: 

Ah, oe n'est pm outrages Ics Trots Grdees 
Que de k$ aimer toutes trots 1 ' ^ 


* X* < A grain ol tratli is often mingled with the stupidest delusion. Yester- 
night, la the error of a dream, I had risen to the rank of Mng ; I loved you. 
Princess, and had die audacity to say so 1 The gods, at my awakening, did not 
itrip me wholly t my kingdom was all they took from me.’ 

SI, * If Paris * (of Troy) * came back to decide on the charms of you Two, he 
wonM halve the Apple, mi produce no War.* 

3, * Pardon, charming Ulrique? beautiful Amelia, pardon; I thought I 
voh. IV* 2 a 
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Brunswick^ 16th October (blaming mmset, as it provecb, but 
brighter almost than meridian )» a Ixikr Jhnu VoUmre io 
Maupcrtuvi (still in France since that horrible Mollwitz- 
Pandour Business). 

^ In my wanderings I received the D^tter where my dear Fkttener ef 
this Glob© deigns to remember me with so much friendship. Ig It 
possible that — * * I made your eomplimente to ail your friendi at 
Berlin; that is, to all the Court* ^Baw Dn Eller decomposing water 
into clastic air* (or thinking he did so, I 74 S) ; *mw the Opera of fiim 
which is aniast(U*|)ieco of music' (by Friedrich lumKclf, with the important 
aid of Graun) : 'it was, without vanity, a treat th€^ King gave me, or 
rather gave himself ; he wislied 1 should see him in his glory, 

' His Opera-House Is the dnest In Europe, (Jharlottanburg is a 
delicious abode ; Friedrich does the honours there, the King knowing 
nothing of it' ^ * 'One lives at Potsdam as in the Clidteau of a 
French Seigneur who had culture and giuiius, in spite of that big 
Battalion of Guards, which seems to me the terrlblest Battalion in this 
world. 

'Jordan is still the same,— 5 on ^arpon etdheret; hm his oddities, his 
1,600 crowns ( 240 /.) of pension. I)' Argons is (!lmmberlain, with a gold 
key at his breast-pocket, and 100 louis inside, payable m(ntthly. Chasot' 
(whom readers made acquaintance with at Philipsburg long iinoe), 
'instead of cursing his destiny, must have taken to bless it: he is Major 
of Horse, with income enough. And he has well earned it, having saved 
the King's Baggage at the last Buttle of Chotusit/./ what we did not 
notice, in the horse-charges and grand tumults of that scene. 

'I passed some days' (a fortnight in all) 'at Baireuth. Her Eoyal 
Highness, of course, spoke to me of you. Baireuth m a delightful 
retreat; where one enjoys whatever there is agretmble In a Court, 
without the bother of grandeur, Brunswick, where 1 am, him another 
species of charm. Tis a celestial Voyage this of mine, where I pass from 
Planet to Planet/— to tumultuous Paris ; and, I do hope, to my uni<|ue 
Maupertuis awaiting me there at lastA 


should love only you for the rest of my life, and werve under your Um% only % 
bin at lust I hear and see this adorable Sister, whom I.ovc follows as Page?*- 
Ah, it is not offending the Three Graces to love them all three I* 

In (Emm di VQlimrg xviil; No. i is, p. 292 (in mrnms d* 

xiv, '90-92, the Amwrs to it) ? No* a is, p. 320 ; No. % p. 321, 

^ Voltaire, Ixxhi* 
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We have only to remark farther, That Friedrich had again 
pressed Voltaire to come and live with him, and choose his 
own terms ; and that Voltaire (as a second string to his how, 
should this fine Diplomatic one fail) had provisionally 
accepted. Provisionally ; and with one most remarkable 
clause : that of leaving out Madame, — ^ imagining it would 
be less agreeable to you if I came with others {wvcc SchutTei)\ 
and I own, that belonging to your Majesty alone, I should 
have my mind more at ease ’ : ^ — whew ! And then to add 
a third thing : That Madame, driven half delirious, by these 
delays, and gyratings from Planet to Planet, especially by 
that last Fortnight at Baireuth, had rushed off from Paris, to 
seek her vagabond, and see into him with her own eyes : 

‘ Couldn’t help it, my angels ! ’ writes she to the D’Argentals 
(excellent guardian-angels. Monsieur and Madame ; and, I am 
both of them, as only Monsieur Job was, in the 
old case): whole fortnight’ (perhaps with madrigals to 

Princesses), ^ and only four lines to me 1 ’ — and is now in bed, 
or lately was, at Lille, ill of slow fever (petite fievre) ; panting 
to be upon the road again.^ 

Fancy what a greeting for M. de Voltaire, from those eyes 
Jiagardes et touches ; and whether he mentioned that pretty 
little clause of going to Berlin ‘ witliout others,’ or durst for 
the life of him whisper of going at all ! After pause in the 
Brussels region, they came back to Paris ^ in December ; 
resigned, I hope, to inexorable Fate, — ^though with such 
Diplomatic and other fine prospects flung to the fishes, and 
little but gridins and confusions waiting you, as formerly. 

1 (Euvres de Voltaire^ Ixxiii. 112, 116 (Proposal and Response, both of them 
• 7th October,’ five days before leaving Berlin). 

* Lettres inidites de Madame du Chasteht h M, te Comte d Argental (Paris, 
1806), p. 253. A curiously elucidative Letter this (‘Brussels, 15th October 
1743 ’) ; a curious little Book altogether. 
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CIIAPTEK VH 

FUIEDUIC’H MAKKS TUKATY WH'll FKAKCE ; AND 
Sn.EN'l'LY (SETH HEADY 

Though Friedrich went upon the hnntt'ring tone with 
Voltaire, his pi'ivate thtnighlH in regard to the .surrmiiuHiig 
scene of things were extreinel)> serious; and already it htwl 
begun to be appari ul, from those Britaiinic- Austrian pro- 
cedures, that some new alliance witli Frasu-e might well lie 
ahead for him. During Voltaire’s visit, that extraortlinary 
Paper from Vienna, that the Kaiser wiw no Kaiser, aiul that 
there must be ‘compensation’ and snUsluctory ‘assumnce,’ 
had come into full glare of lirst-rciwUng; and the Dkittiur- 
Sache, and denunciation of an evidently pfirtial-Kur- Mainz, 
was awakening evcrywhcn!. Voltaire had not gone, when,- — 
through I’odewils Junior (probably with help of the improper 
Dutch female of rank), — Friedrich got to wit of anotlier 
thing, not less momentous to him ; and throwing fearful 
light on that of ‘ compensation ’ and * assurance.’ i’liis was 
the Treaty of Worms, — done by Carteret and George, 
September IStb, during those languid Ilhine opendions ; 
Treaty itself not languid, but a very lively thing, to Frieilrich 
and to all the world I Couc<‘ming which a few wortls now. 

We have said, according to ])r(>niise, and will say, next to 
nothing of Maria Theresa’s Italian War; but hope always 
the reader keeps it in mind. Big war-clouds waltzing hither 
and thither, occasionally clashing into blcKKly conflict; Sarilinian 
Majesty and Infant Philip both personally in the fieki, fierce 
men both: Traun, Browne, I.iobkowitz, Lichtenstein, Austrintis 
of mark, successively distinguislujug themselves; Spain, too, 
and France very diligent;- -Conti off thither, then in their 
turns Maillebois, Noailles: — high military figures, but remote; 
shatlowy, tlumdoring, bmudibly on this side and lliat ; whom 
we must not mention farther. 
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^The notable figure to usj' says one of my Notes^ ^is Charles Emanuel, 
second King of Sardinia; who is at the old trade of bis Family, and 
shifts from side to side, making the war-balance vibrate at a great rate, 
now this scale now that kicking the beam. For he holds the door of the 
Alps, Bully Bourbon on one side of it. Bully Hapsburg on the other ; 
and inquires sharply, ^^You, what will you give me? And you?” To 
Maria Theresa's affairs he has been superlatively useful, for these Two 
Years past; and truly she is not too punctual in the returns covenanted 
for. It appears to Charles Emanuel that the Queen of Hungary, elated 
in her high thought, underrates his services, of late ; that she practically 
means to give him very little of those promised slices from the Lombard 
parts ; and that, in the meanwhile, much too big a share of the War has 
fallen upon his poor hands, who should be door-holder only. 

^Accordingly he grumbles, threatens : he has been listening to France, 

Bourbon, how much will you give me, then?” and the answer is such 
that he informs the Queen of Hungary and the Britannic Majesty, of his 
intention to close with Bourbon, since they on their side will do nothing 
considei'able. George and his Carteret, not to mention the Hungarian 
Majesty at all, are thunderstruck at such a prospect; bend all their 
energies towards this essential point of retaining Charles Emanuel, 
which is more urgent even than getting Elsass. Madam,” they say to 
her Majesty, we cannot save Italy for you on other terms : Vigevanesco, 
Finale” (which is Genoa's), ^^part of Piacenza” (when once got) : there 
must be some slice of the Lombard parts to this Charles Emanuel justly 
angry !” Whereat the high Queen storms, and in her high manner 
scolds little George, as if he were the blamable party, — pretending 
friendship, and yet abetting mere highway robbery or little better. And 
his cash paid Madam, and his Dettingen mousetrap fought? ^^Well, 
he has plenty of cash : — is it my Cause, then, or his Majesty's and 
Liberty's?” Posterity, in modern England, vainly endeavours to con- 
ceive this phenomenon ; yet sees it to be undeniable. 

^ And so there is a Treaty of Worms got concocted, after infinite effort 
on the part of Carteret, Eobinson too labouring and steaming in Vienna 
with boilers like to burst; and George gets it signed 13th September' 
(already signed while Friedrich was looking into Seckendorf and Wemb- 
dingen, if Friedrich had known it) : ^ to this effect. That Charles 
Emanuel should have annually, down on the nail, a handsome increase 
of Subsidy (200,000/. instead of 150,000/.) from England, and ultimately 
beyond doubt some thinnish specified slices from the Lombard parts; 
and shall proceed fighting for, not against; English Fleet cooperating, 
English Purse ditto, regardless of expense ; with other fit particulars, as 
formerlyA Maria Theresa, very angry, looks upon herself as a martyi-, 

1 Scholl, il 330-335 ; Adelung, iii. 5, 222 - 226 ; Coxe, iii. 296 , 
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nobly complying to suffer for the whim of England ; and Robinson has 
had such labours and endurances, a steam-engine on the point of burst- 
ing is but an emblem of him. It was a necessary Treaty for the Cause of 
Liberty, as George and Carteret, and all English Ministries and Ministers 
(Diana of Newcastle very specially, in spite of Pitt and a junior Opposition 
Party) viewed Liberty. It was Love’s last shift, — ^Diana having intervened 
upon those magnificent Conferences of Hanau ” lately ! Nevertheless 
Carteret was thrown out, next year, on account of it. And Posterity is 
unable to conceive it ; and asks always of little George, What, in the 
name of wonder, had he to do there, fighting for or against, and hiring 
everybody he met to fight against everybody ? A King with eyes some- 
what hfleur de tete : yes ; and let us say, his Nation, too, — ^which has sat 
down quietly, for almost a century back, under mountains of nonsense, 
inwardly nothing but dim Scepticism ’ (except in the stomachic regions), 
^and outwardly such a Trinacria of Hypocrisy’ (unconscious, for most 
part) ^as never lay on an honest giant Nation before, was itself grown 
much of a fool, and could expect no other kind of Kings. 

^But the point intensely interesting to Friedrich in this Treaty of 
Worms was. That, in enumerating punctually the other Treaties, old 
and recent, which it is to guarantee, and stand upon the basis of, there 
is nowhere the least mention of Friedrich’s Breslau^and-Berlin Treaty; 
thrice-important Treaty with her Hungarian Majesty on the Silesian 
matter! In settling aU manner of adjoining and preceding matters, 
there is nothing said of Silesia at all. Singular indeed. Treaties 
enough, from that of Utrecht downward, are wearisomely mentioned 
here; but of the Berlin Treaty, Breslau Treaty, or any Treaty settling 
Silesia, — much less, of any Westminster Treaty, guaranteeing it to the 
King of Prussia, — ^there is not the faintest mention ! Silesia, then, is not 
considered settled, by the high contracting parties } Little George him- 
self, who guaranteed it, in the hour of need, little more than a year 
ago, considers it fallen loose again in the new whirl of contingencies ? 

Patience, Madam : what was good to give is good to take I ” On what 
precise day or month Friedrich got notice of this expressive silence in 
the Treaty of Worms, we do not know ; but from that day — 1’ — 

Friedricli recollects another thing, one of many others: that 
of those ‘ulterior mountains,’ which Austria had bargained 
for as Boundary to Schlesien. Wild bare mountains ; good 
for what ? For invading Schlesien from the Austrian side ; 
if for nothing else conceivable 1 The small riddle reads itself 
to him so, with a painful flash of Hght.^ Looking intensely 
* (Euvres de Fridiric^ Hi 34 . 
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r/cil 

iiilii IliiH iniittrr, mid jnittiiig tliiiigH Friijdrich gets 

iiiiin* iiihI limn* tin* alanning iniHumime of the fate iiiteiidiHl 
him; Jiiiil Iliitt. Im wilt verily have to <lmw awanl again, mid 
light fm* SileHiii, iiiitl m if fur life* Frmii ahrmt the end of 
174‘d im I Hlrive to rouiputeh there* wan in Friedrieh liinwelf 
im duiitsi left of li; tlmiigli hin MiniHierfi, when he eoimulUHl 
II grimi while nfli-rwurds, were <juite inerednlaUH, and 
Hjanii till their ^htreiiglli in iliMsyading a new War; now when the 
only qm-f.lion iviw, How to do wild War? *IIaw to do it, to 
iiiiike reiiiiy for doing it? We nnist ailently fieliHJt the wayn, 
the iin?lliOil« s iileiit, wary, • ihi^n at laat nwift; and the more 
like II liiiu ■■ spring, like a holt from the blue, it will be the 
lietlrr!^ Unit In Friadrieldi fixini tliought 

*rite Frohknii wiw eomj)lh*Ht(*d, ahnont Ik^oikI example, 
llie Iteieli, with a Kai»er reduwi to iueh a puM, hau its 
}iolt*iiiia!iti« of help or of hindrance, ~it» thoumindfold 
tbriiiiiliw, Inane niost.ly, yet not inane wholly, which interlace 
thii iiuilier ev<*ry\vli{*rt\ m with real thmwh, and with 
g(.s.sfiuH*r or apparent threadH,~which it k esneiitial to 
attend to. Wine head, tlnit could diHcrindnale the dead 
FoniiuliiM of mich an ind.)roglio, from the not-dead ; and 
plitnl hinwelf upon the Living Facia tlmt do lie in the cente 
tliere ! We eiiiiiiot Iiave a lliecha Mediation-Army, then ? 
Mur II Hwaliian-Franeoniaii Army to defend tlieir own frontier?^ 
Mo; it i» evident, none* * And there in no Union of l^inces 
fiiiM^itde ; no Farty, anywli«a‘e, that will mo to sujiport the 
whom all tlerinany ek»ciiHl ; wlmm Auatria and foreign 
Kiiglaiid hiivi* tiisullt*d, ruiiual and oflieinlly d<*sigi)ni(Hl as non** 
e^lniii?'' Well, not. unite Mo, none; Fiw pc‘rlia))s, in some 
mndl ilegroe,^' ■ if Fhihhiii will «iep out, with drawn sworchand 
give »igniil The Iteieh Iirw ita potentialities, its formulas not 
detui ; hist is ri sad imhj-oglio. 

Ikdiiiite farts again are mainly twofolil, tnd of a much 
inoro i^iailral iinturii h'liet Jird ; A France which sees itself 
Irimentaldy triMldeii into llie mud by such disappointments 
iii*d tli'^grarivi ; whtchi on proponing peace, has met insult and 
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invasion ; — France will be under the necessity of getting 
to its feet, and striking for itself ; and indeed is visibly rising 
into something of determination to do it : — ^there, if Prussia 
and the Kaiser are to be helped at all, there lies the one real 
help. Fact second : Friedrich’s feelings for the poor Kaiser 
and the poor insulted Reich, of which Friedrich is a member. 
Feelings, these, which are not ^ feigned ’ (as the English say), 
but real, and even indignant ; and about these he can speak 
and plead freely. From himself and his Silesia, through the 
Kaiser, Friedrich’s feelings are pungently real ; — and they are 
withal completely adjunct to the other set of feelings, and go 
wholly to intensifying of them ; the evident truth being, That 
neither he nor his Silesia would be in danger, were the Kaiser 
safe, 

Friedrich’s abstruse diplomacies, and delicate notions and 
handlings with the Reich, that is to say, with the Kaiser and 
the Kaiser’s few friends in the Reich, and then again with the 
French, — which lasted for eight or nine months before closure 
(October 1743 to June 1744), — are considered to have been 
a fine piece of steering in difficult waters; but would only 
weary the reader, who is impatient for results and arrivals. 
Ingenious Herr Professor Ranke, — whose Hktojy of Friedrich 
consists mainly of such matter excellently done, and oSers 
mankind a wondrously distilled ‘ Astral- Spirit^ or ghost- 
like facsimile (elegant gray ghost, with stars dim- twinkling 
through), of Friedrich’s and other people’s Diplomatisings in 
this World, — ^will satisfy the strongest diplomatic appetite ; 
and to him we refer such as are given that way.^ ‘France 
and oneself, as substance of help ; but, for many reasons, give 
it carefully a legal German Jbrm or coat : ’ that is Friedrich’s 
method as to finding help. And he diligently prosecutes it ; 
— and, what is still luckier, strives to be himself at all points 
ready, and capable of doing with a minimum of help from 
others. 

Before the Year 1743 was out, Friedrich had got into 
1 Ranke, Neun Bucher Breussischer Gcschichte^ iii. 74-137. 
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«i‘iiiti» lh|il«iiiiiiltr with Frnna* ; iiu.;;, urging, 

prwpM'.iiD li\ pollit'Hr.itty prtnuiNing. * Feliniiirv Jilnt, 174’V 
iir Mwily cirnjtiilriiiHi Hu!lit'n!)urg fi> Pari.H:; wlun in a nhining 
iiniiiiirr* rniiHiiilM nnf cmly with flu* Ainnlotn, bufc 

witli thn Cliiitriinrruix hmnlf {who ahvnvH !ikt*{I l*Vintlriehh 
unit willi xv* in perMUi : and Iriinnpluniily hriiigH 

nmtUm to n liriiring, lioiuty horn,, on ihn hVnncli Bidn; no 
mMiit yniir Hoirli firn made tin* nioHi of; m> Boon 

fw your Ikdriotif * Uidini of Hoioha Wmtm'^ ii ready! 
Ill Miiirii 1744, the lirirh Bide of tho Afikir wm likiiwiHe 
gelliiig wcfli forwiiitl (* wo ic««ofi it mostly from the poor 
liiiiior, who ii apt to hliih :--aiid on May S^d, 1744» 
h'rioiirirfi,: with llie KiiiHor and "Two other welt-affeeted Partiei 
{only two tii yet, Inifc we hope for inotti, aial invite all and 
Muidi'vh >^Ign wileiiiiily their * fMmi of Pruuk/hH**; famous 
tittle Fciitrfoki oiilforne of io mu<*h ciiplomalwing*^ 'For the 
weil^alfifeted ParlJi,^, IieHttleH hVii'drieh, anti the Kaiser himself, 
wtfOi im yet Two only : I#aiulgraf Wilhelm of Hessen-Cassel, 
ilkgiiB’tixI Willi the latt^ t'arteret astiunties at Ilanau, ha is one 
{and hires, liy foitl fiy, his potir (>,000 IleHsians to the French 
mid Kfd’^er, insteinl of io the hkigHsh ; which is all the help 
Ae riiit give); I .antlp, nif Wilhehii, and for sole second to him 
the new KiirATalr., who also has mm to hire. New Kur-Ffalz: 
oiir poor ntii frieiitl ii deatl ; hut here is a new one, Karl 
Philip ThetMior by iwitiiOi of whom we shall hear again long 
iifterwiiiili ; who wiw wedthxl (in the Frankfurt-tkironation 
tiiiitfi m midri'i iidglit have iioteti) to a fJ mud dn lighter of 
lliti tilti, mill who is, like the ohl, ^ Iha'cntitary (Joiisin of the 
Kai»i?rX »«d alrnidy helps him all he cam 

lliity tliwe Tivo m yet, ttmugh the whole Reich is Invited 
to joiii ; tfi«% ithmg with Frietlrich and the Kaiser himself, 
do now, ill Iticir general Pa,triotiC * Union, ^ which as yet 
only of hVnir, rovenant, in Hix Articles, To,~*in brief, 
III iiipptiit TeiilicdlaiMri oppresst^d Kaiser in his just rights and 
digiiitiw i liiid to do, with the House of Austria, * all imafin* 

* «tii sttial {Twify Is Iti Addusg, Iv, loj^ios). 
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able gootl offinw' (uut the le«*t whUjHn* uf I* 
jiuliK'hi.' siiiii high to l(» th« K»i«r lii» IteUlw- 

An'hivtw, his Ili’mliturv IVniuUH*** hi* t»t'n>«»3v IiiijHiin! 
Ftmiwhiiiijw, I’ftHwl lor by tniT) hiw houiwo ««hI thvijm ; •.«» 
wliifh oiHiKRvoiir, or inniH < .!t!\ oUiwrwim?, if my of th« «»m* 
tractitig imrliesi be ttttiwikt’t!, the oihm will !,o : u!i <- him* 
ttnid strenuously help. * All ima.'Jnohl- gtnxl oHkw ; ' nothing 
about tighting anywhere, -.til! lew is there the kwst mrniiou 
of Franoe j total silent?® on that heaal, by Friwlriehs espitaa 
drains. But in a Swret Article (to whit;b h'ronw, you may 
bo mire, will m-wie), it is iith'mat. .1, ‘'tliat the way of gtaai 
offices having some uiilikelihotKls, it, mit// bta'onie i.t-K >uy to 
take anna In which tragic case, they will, b«itt« Hemlitary 
Ikiem (whidt la tmlknahle, flxad as tlie rocks, by tteiclm* 
Law), endeavour to cmuincr, to rc-iintjui r for th« Kaiiwr, bis 
Kingdom of Bhhitiim witliat, as a pro(i«r Outfit for Teutseh* 
land’s Chief : and that, if so, bis IVussian Majesty (who will 
have to do said (-omiucst) sltail, in addition to hh Schlraiett, 
have from it the (’ircira of Kunigsgrittie, Ihiiwlnii and I mit* 
nieritz for his trouble,’ This is the I'mity of f hiit»n, SiTrut. 
Article and all ; done at Frunkfurt-on Mnyn, Stfel Jtlay 1744. 

Done then and there ; hut no part of it made puhlic, till 
August following* (when the upshot Inul come); and the 
Secret Boliemian Article m( then niiaie puhlie, nor ever 
afterwanls, - tuuch the contrary; though it was tni« enough, 
but ineouvenient to confess, raj»©cial!y as it mme to noilting. 
*A liy(H)lhcltcal Using, that,' says Frieilritdi ch!. !. 4y ; • wag«» 
moderate enough, and propr to be settled iMsforehand, though 
the work was never done.' To imeh down ipnle over the 
Mountains, and have the Klim for Silraiiui Frontier ; this, as 
an occasional vague thought, or «iii^.hvnni in high inoment% 
was probably not new U> Frietlrich j anti would hme l»e#!(i 
very welcome to ium, leul it proved waliMibl#, which it did 
not. That this was ‘ I'Vkalrich's r«tl end in going to War 
agsdn,' was at one time the opinion loudly current ita Kii^taad 
* ‘ss 4 Auntwt 1744, by (be Kaher* (Adels^ |v. 154}. 
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iwui itlhvr ittiinforuHxS <jui»rt.»*r« ; ♦ but it ih siol now crwlibk* 
to luiylitMly,' myn llm- nor imlisni woi lli tuiking of, 

rxwpl iw II. nsnuwtlo of l!ui lujgrv nu<! tcmiionirv 

du»t.rlo!iti», witidi rimi N.ition:-., in lui iri'itjitwi un- 

Informiii foiulitiou. 

Ilnjiyij jtto;;iv : i\t‘ in tlie mir of nil thiK, which w*u itw 
k‘}f«!ising (ieriimn iwiif, th« Fn’iich 'I’l'cnty, which wns the 
interior fmhktmv, or tnum-ulnr ti»»ue, in-rfecltti ilNctf under 
ilolhenhurg; mid wiw nigiied dune 5th, 174>4 (nnnivcrwirv, 
by nwktent, of thnt Fir»tTmily of nil, ‘.bine 5th, 1741’); — 
Miiutiuniniii by tVmiw, that Itoheininn Adw tilorc, if newlful; 
tuintilely iottuig forth How, wid under whnt c<mfinfjcncii>s, 
whnt elfortn niitde mid whnt Miet^einten miriveil at, on liie jinrt 
irf France, iiiii Fnwaimi Majiwty »h»ll take the fieltl ; anil try 
Auwtria, not ‘with all io)agiii,nl)Ie goixl oHieea’ lorigcr, but 
with hawier nmlidne. Of which 'I'rcaty we mIhiII only my 
further, coimidNeniting our poor reiMiem, That Friwlrich con- 
tidemhly fmfte than kept hi» aide of it; and France very 
eotwidernhly ka» than hew. So that, had not there been 
{luticltial i)i(|i.'initi(m at all jwiintK, and good Hclf-help in 
hVieiirich, I'hiedrich hiul conic out of tiuH new Adventure 
worM! than he tlid !~ 

laiiig nitinUia ago, the Fii-nch, as pretiinhinry and rigorous 
mm tfuA ntm to thiate Frusirich Negotiations, Imd actually 
*tarl*»! work, by • dw-laring War on Austria, and declaring 
War on Kngland ’ Not yet at War, then, after so much 
killing? tJh no, wader; mere ‘Allies’ of IWligm-nts, 
hitherto. Thi-^c • Ihwlamlions’ tlie French had nnule;^ and 
the Fitmch were really pushing forward, in an attitude of 
Indignant ©iiergy, to execute the same. As shall he noticed 
by and by. And through Itothcnbiirg, through Schmettau, 
by many chamirls, Friwlrich is assiduously in communication 
with them ; t acuiuugiitg. advishig, urging; tlieir affairs being 
In a sort his, ever since the signing of those mutual Engage- 

• Wm m Kagliiatl, Ijlti MmcIi 1744; •’« Auatris, 37th Aiall (Adelung, 

tr. 7l. 
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ments, May 2 2d, June 6th. And now enough of that 
hypothetic Diplomatic stuff. 

War lies ahead, inevitable to Friedrich. He has gradually 
increased his Army by 18,000; inspection more minute and 
diligent than ever, has been quietly customary of late ; 
Walrave’s fortification works, impregnable or nearly so, the 
work at Neisse most of all, Friedrich had resolved to 
completed, — before that French Treaty were signed. A 
cautious young man, though a rapid; vividly awake on all 
sides. And so the French-Austrian, French-English game 
shall go on ; the big bowls bounding and rolling (with 
velocities, on courses, partly computable to a quick eye) ; — 
and at the right instant, and juncture of hits, not till that 
nor after that, a quick hand shall bowbin ; with effect, as he 
ventures to hope. He knows well, it is a terrible game. But 
it is a necessary one, not to be despaired of; it is to be 
waited for with closed lips, and played to one’s utmost 1 — 


CHAPTER VIII 

PERFECT PEACE AT BERLIN, WAR ALL ROUND 

Friedrich, with the Spectre of inevitable War daily advanc- 
ing on him, to him privately evident and certain if as yet to 
him only, neglects in no sort the Arts and business of Peace, 
but is present, always with vivid activity, in the common 
movement, serious or gay and festive, as the day brings it. 
During these Winter months of 1743, and still more through 
Summer 1744, there are important War-movements going on, 
— ^the French vehemently active again, the Austrians nothing 
behind-hand,- — ^which will require some slight notice from us 
soon. But in Berlin, alongside of all this, it is mere common 
business, diligent as ever, alternating with Carnival gaieties, 
with marryings, givings in marriage ; in Berlin there goes on. 
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under halcyon weather, the peaceable tide of things, sometimes 
in a high fashion, as if Berlin and its King had no concern 
with the foreign War. 

The Plauen Canal, an important navigation-work, canal of 
some thirty miles, joining Havel to Elbe in a convenient 
manner, or even joining Oder to Elbe, is at its busiest : — ‘ it 
was begun June 1st, 1743 ’ (all hands diligently digging 
there, June 27th, while some others of us were employed at 
Dettingen, — ^think of it !), ‘and was finished June 5th, 1745.’^ 
This is one of several such works now afoot. Take another 
miscellaneous item or two. 

January 1744, Friedrich appoints, and briefly informs all 
his People of it, That any Prussian subject who thinks him- 
self aggrieved, may come and tell his story to the King’s own 
self I — ^better have his story in firm succinct state, I should 
iJnagine, and such that it will hold water, in telling it to the 
King 1 But the King is ready to hear him ; heartily eager 
to get justice done him. A suitable boon, such Permission, 
till Law-Reform take effect. And after Law-Reform had 
finished, it was a thing found suitable ; and continued to the 
end, — curious to a British reader to consider I 

Again : on Friedrich’s birthday, 24th January 1744, the 
new Academy of Sciences had, in the Schloss of Berlin, its 
first Session. But of this, — ^in the absence of Maupertuis, 
Flattener of the Earth, who is still in France, since that 
Mollwitz adventure; by and for behoof of whom, when he 
did return, and become ‘ Perpetual First President, many 
changes were made, — will not speak at present. Nor indeed 
afterwards, except on good chance rising ; — ^the new Ac^emy, 
with its Perpetual First President, being nothing like so 
sublime an object now, to readers and me, as it then was to 
itself and Perpetual President and Royal Patron 1 Vapid 
Formey is Perpetual Secretary; more power to him, as the 
Irish say. Poor Goldstick Pollnitz is an Honorary Member ; 

1 Biiscting, Erdbeschrtibuf^^ vi. 2192, 

» ‘ January 1744 ’ (KMenbeck, i 
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— absent at tins time m Baireuth, where those giggling 

Marwitzes of Wilhelmina’s have been contriving a marriage 
for the old fool. Of which another word soon^ if we have 
time. Time cannot be spent on those dim small objects *. 
bnt there are two Marriages of a high order, of purport 
somewhat Historical ; there is Barberina the Dancer, throw- 
ing a flash through the Operatic and some other provinces : 
let us restrict ourselves to these, and the like of these, and be 
brief upon them. 

The Succession in Russia^ and also in Sweden^ shall not he 

hostile to m : Two Royal Marriages^ a Russiafz and a 

Swedish^ are accomplished at Berlin, with such View 

Marriage First, of an eminently Historical nature, is 
altogether Russian, or German become Russian, though 
Friedrich is much concerned in it. We heard of the mad 
Swedish- Russian War; and how Czarina Elizabeth was kind 
enough to choose a Successor to the old childless Swedish 
King, — Landgraf of Hessen-Cassel by nature ; who has had 
a sorry time in Sweden, but kept merry and did not mind it 
much, poor old soul. Czarina Elizabeth’s one care was. That 
the Prince of Denmark should not be chosen to succeed, as 
there was talk of his being : Sweden, Denmark, Norway, all 
grasped in one firm hand (as in the old ‘ Union-of-Calmar ’ 
times, only with better management), might be dangerous to 
Russia. ‘ Don’t choose him of Denmark ! ’ said Elizabeth, 
the victorious Czarina; and made it a condition of grant- 
ing Peace, and mostly restoring Finland, to the infatuated 
Swedes. The person they did choose, — satisfactory to the 
Czarina, and who ultimately did become King of Sweden, — 
was one Adolf Friedrich; a Holstein-Gottorp Prince, come 
of royal kin, and cousinry to Earl xn. : he is ‘ Bishop ol 
Liibeck ’ or of Eutin, so-styled ; now in his thirty-third year 
and at least drawing the revenues of that See, though I think, 
not ecclesiastically given, but living oftener in Hamburg, the 
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then fashionable resort of those Northern Grandees. On the 
whole, a likely young gentleman ; accepted by parties con- 
cerned ; — and surely good enough for the Office as it now is. 
Of whom, for a reason coming, let readers take note, in this 
place. 

Above a year before this time, Czarina Elizabeth, a pro- 
vident female, and determined not to wed, had pitched upon 
her own Successor ; ^ one Karl Peter Ulrich ; who was also 
of the same Holstein-Gottorp set, though with Russian blood 
in him. His Grandfather was full cousin, and chosen comrade, 
to Karl XII. ; got killed in Karl’s Russian Wars ; and left a 
poor Son dependent on Russian Peter the Great, — ^who gave 
him one of his Daughters ; whence this Karl Peter Ulrich, an 
orphan, dear to his Aunt the Czarina. A Karl Peter Ulrich, 
who became tragically famous as Czar Peter Federowitz, or 
Czar Peter m., in the course of twenty years ! His Father 
and Mother are both dead; loving Aunt has snatched the 
poor boy out of Holstein-Gottorp, which is a narrow sphere, 
into Russia, which is wide enough ; she has had him converted 
to the Greek Church, named him Peter Federowitz, Heir 
and Successor ; — and now, wishing to see him married, has 
earnestly consulted Friedrich upon it. 

Friedrich is decidedly interested ; would grudge much to 
see an Anti-Prussian Princess, for instance a Saxon Princess 
(one of whom is said to be trying), put into this important 
station ! After a little thought, he fixes, — does the reader 
know upon whom ? Readers perhaps, here and there, have 
some recollection of a Prussian General, who is Titular Prince 
of Anhalt-Zerbst on his own score; and is actual Commandant 
of Stettin in FriedricKs service, and has done a great deal of 
good fortification there and other good work. Instead of 
Titular, he has now lately, by decease of an Elde- Brother, 
become Actual or Semi- Actual (a Brother j oined with him in 
the poor Heirship); lives occasionally in the Schloss of Zerbst; 
but is glad to retain Stettin as a solid supplement His 
1 7th November 1742 (Micbaelis, iL 627)^ 
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Religion, change of name from Sophie-Frederike to Catherine- 
Alexiewna Let it be Catherine,’ said Elizabeth, * my dear 
mother’s name 1 ’ — ^little brown Czarina’s, whom we have seen) : 
— all this was completed by the 12th of July following. 
And, in fine, next year (September 1st, 1745), Peter 
Federowitz and this same Catherine- Alexiewna, second-consins 
by blood, were vouchsafed the Nuptial Benediction, and, with 
invocation of the Russian Heaven and Russian Earth, were 
declared to be one flesh,^ — ^though at last they turned-out to 
be two fieshes^ as my reader well knows ! Some eighteen or 
nineteen years hence, we may look-in upon them again, if 
there be a moment to spare. This is Marriage First ; a 
purely Russian one ; built together and launched on its 
course, so to say, by Friedrich at Berlin, who had his own 
interest in it. 

Marriage Second, done at Berlin in the same months, was 
of still more interesting sort to Friedrich and us : that of 
Princess Ulrique to the above-named Adolf Friedrich, future 
King of Sweden. Marriage which went on preparing itself 
by the side of the other ; and was of twin importance with it 
in regard to the Russian Question. The Swedish Marriage 
was not heard of, except in important whispers, during the 
Carnival time ; but a Swedish minister had already come to 
Berlin on it, and was busy first in a silent and examining, 
then in a speaking and proposing way. It seems, the Czarina 
herself had suggested the thing, as a counter-politeness to 
Friedrich ; so content with him at this time. A thing 
welcome to Friedrich. And, in due course (‘June 1744’), 
there comes express Swedish Embassy, some Rodenskjold or 
Tessin, with a very shining train of Swedes, ‘To demand 
Princess Ulrique in marriage for our Future King.’ 

To which there is assent, by no means denial, in the proper 
quarter. Whereupon, after the wide-spread necessary fuglings 
and preliminaries, there occurs (all by Procuration, Brother 


1 Ranke, iii. 129 

bit of Autobiography 
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August Wilhelm doing the Bridegroom*'s part), ^ July 17th, 
1744,’ the Marriage itself: all done, this last act, and the 
foregoing ones and the following, with a grandeur and a 
splendour — unspeakable, we may say, in short.^ Fantastic 
Bielfeld taxes his poor rouged Muse to the utmost, on this 
occasion ; and becomes positively wearisome, chanting the 
upholsteries of life ; — ^foolish fellow, spoiling his bits of facts 
withal, by misrecollections, and even by express fictions 
thrown-in as garnish. So that, beyond the general impres- 
sion, given in a high-rouged state, there is nothing to be 
depended on. One Scene out of his many, which represents 
to us on those terms the finale, or actual Departure of 
Princess Ulrique, we shall offer, — with corrections (a few, not 
all) ; — ^having nothing better or other on the subject : 

^ But, in fine, the day of depaii:ure did arrive,* — eve of it did : 25tli 
July 1744:; hour of starting’ to be 2 a.m. tomorrow. ‘’The King had 
nominated Grand-Marshal Graf von Gotten,’ — (same Gotter whom we 
saw at Vienna once : King had appointed Gotter ancL two others ; not to 
say that two of the Princess’s Brothers, with her Sister the Margravine 
of Schwedt, were to accompany as far as Schwedt z six in allj though 
one’s poor memory fails one on some occasions) ! — ‘to escort the Princess 
to Stralsund, where two Swedish Senators and different high Lords and 
Ladies awaited her. Her Majesty the Queen-Mother, judging by the 
movements of her own heart that the moment of separation would 
produce a scene difficult to bear, had ordered an Opera to divert our 
chagrin; and, instead of supper, a superb collation, en amUgu* (kind of 
supper-breakfast, I suppose), ‘in the great Hall of the Palace. Her 
Majesty’s plan was, The Princess, on coming from the Opera, should, 
almost on flight, taste a morsel ; take her travelling* equipment, embrace 
her kinsfolk, dash into her carriage, and go-off like lightning. Herr 
Graf von Gotter was charged with executing this design, and with 
hurrying the departure. 

‘ But all these precautions were vain. The incomparable Ulrique was 
too dear to her Family and to her Country, to be parted with forever, 
pdthont her meed of tears from them in those cruel instants. On 
entering the Opera-Hall, I noticed everywhere prevalent an air of 
sorrow, of sombre melancholy. The Princess appeared in Amazon-dress’ 
(riding-habit, say), ‘ of rose-colour trimmed with silver ; the little vest. 


^ jffelden-Geschichte, ii. 1045-51, 
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turned-up with green-blue (c^/adon)^ and collar of the same ; a little 
bonnet, English fashion, of black velvet, with a white plume to it ; her 
hair floating, and tied with a rose-coloured riband. She was beautiful as 
Love : but this dress, so elegant, and so well setting-off her charms, 
only the more sensibly awakened our regrets to lose her ; and announced 
that the hour was come, in which all this appeared among us for the last 
time. At the second act, young Prince Ferdinand ' (Y oungest Brother, 
Father of the Jena Ferdinand) ^entered the Royal Box; and flinging 
himself on the Princess's neck with a burst of tears, said, Ah, my dear 
Ulrique, it is over, then ; and I shall never see you more T These words 
were a signal given to the grief which was shut in all hearts, to burst 
forth with the greatest vehemence. The Princess replied only with sobs ; 
holding her Brother in her arms. The Two Queens could not restrain 
their tears ; the Princes and Princesses followed the example : grief is 
epidemical ; it gained directly all the Boxes of the first rank, 'where the 
Court and Nobility were. Each had his own causes of regret, and each 
melted into tears. Nobody paid the least attention farther to the Opera ; 
and for my own share, I was glad to see it end. 

'An involuntary movement took me towards the Palace. I entered 
the King's Apartments, and found the Royal Family and part of the 
Court assembled. Grief had reached its height; everybody had his 
handkerchief out; and I witnessed emotions quite otherwise affecting 
than those that Theatric Art can produce. The King had composed an 
Ode on the Princess's departure ; bidding her his last adieus in the most 
tender and touching manner. It begins with these words : 

* PoA'tez, ma Sceur^ partez ; ‘ my Sister, go ; 

Jja Suide vous attend^ la Sukle Sweden waits you, Sweden 

mus disi/re* wishes you.’ ^ 

' His Majesty gave it her at the moment when she was about to take 
leave of the Two Queens.' — (No, Monsieur, not then ; it came to her 
hand the second evening hence, at Schwedt ; ^ most likely not yet 
written at the time you fabulously give; — ^you foolish fantast, and 
'artist' of the sham-kindl ) — 'The princess threw her eyes on it, and 
fell into a faint' (No, you Sham, not for it) : 'the King had almost done 
the like. His tears flowed abundantly. The Princes and Princesses 
were overcome with sorrow. At last Gotter judged it time to put an 
end to this tragic scene. He entered the Hall, almost like Boreas in the 
Ballet of The Rose ; that is to say, with a crash. He made one or two 

^ Does not now exist (see CEuvres dt Fridiric^ xiv. 88, and th. Preface^ 
p. 3CV). . 

* Her own Letter to Friedrich {CEuvrts de Fridiru, xxvii. 37^ 5 * Schwedt, 
aSth July 1744’)* 
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whirlwinds ; clove the press, and snatched away the Princess from the 
arms of the Queen-Mother, took her in his own, and whisked her out of 
the Hall. All the world followed ; the carriages were waiting in the 
court ; and the Princess in a moment found herself in hers. I was in 
such a state, I know not how we got down stairs ; I remember only that 
it was in a concert of lamentable sobbings. Madame the Margrafin von 
Schwedt, who had been named to attend the Princess to Stralsund’ 
(read Schwedt) ^on the Swedish frontier, this high Lady and the two 
Dames d’Atours who were for Sweden itself, having sprting into the 
same carriage, the door of it was shut with a slam ; the postillions 
bracked, the carriage shot away, — and hid the adorable Ulrique from the 
eyes of King and Court, who remained motionless for some minutes, 
overcome by their feelings.’ ^ 

We said this Marriage was like the other, important for 
Public Affairs. In fact, security on the Russian and Swedish 
side is always an object with Friedrich when undertaking war. 
‘ That the French bring about, help me to bring about, a 
Triple Alliance of Prussia, Russia, Sweden : ’ this was a thing 
Friedrich had bargained to see done, before joining in the 
War ahead : but by these Two Espousals Friedrich hopes he 
has himself as good as done it. Of poor Princess Ulrique 
and her glorious reception in Sweden (after near miss of ship- 
wreck, in the Swedish Frigate from Stralsund), we shall say- 
nothing more at present : except that her glories, all along, 
were much dashed by chagrins, and dangerous imminencies of 
shipwreck, — which latter did not quite overtake hevy but did 
her sons and grandsons, being inevitable or nearly so, in that 
element, in the course of time. 

Sister Amelia, whom some thought disappointed, as 
perhaps, in her foolish thought, she might a little be, was 
made Abbess of Quedlinburg, which opulent benefice had fallen 
vacant ; and, there or at Berlin, lived a respectable Spinster- 
life, doubtless on easier terms than Ulrique’s. Always much 
loved by her Brother, and loving him (and ^ taking care of his 
shirts,’ in the final times) ; — ^noted in society, for her sharp 
tongue and ways. Concerning whom Thiebault and his 
Trenck romances are worth no notice, — if it be not with 
^ Bielfeld, ii. 107- 1 10. 
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horsewhips on opportunity. Scmulalum Magmtum, where 
your magnates arc not fallen quite counterfeit, was and is 
always (though low now rellect on it) a most punishable crime. 


iHanve at the JkU’igarnt Ptnecrs ; BrUtmnic Majesty tmrowty 
snmcs an Invmim that might have been (htitgcrous 

Frincess Ulriquo was hardly yet home in Sweden, when her 
Brother had actually gone forth u})on the Wars again ! So 
different is outside iVom interior, now and then. ‘ While the 
dancing anti the tnarriagc-festivitics went on at Court, we, 
in private, were busily completing the preparations for a 
Campaign,’ dreamed of by no mortal, ‘ which was on the point 
of ‘ being opened.’ ^ July Sd, three weeks before Princess 
Ulrit(ue left, a certain Adventure of Prince Karl’s in the 
Rhine Countries had accomplished itself (of which in the 
following Bt)ok) ; and Frietlrich could discern clearly that the 
moment drew rapidly nigh. 

On the French side of the War, there has been visible, — 
since tht)se high attentpts of Britannic George and the 
Hungarian Majesty, contumeliously .sj)urnlug the Peace offered 
them, and granjiing evidently at one’s I,orraine.s, Alsaces, and 
Three Bishopih-s, ~~a marked change; comfortable to look at 
from Friedrich’s side. Most Christian Majesty, from the sad 
bent attitude of insulted repentance, has started up into the 
pei’pendicular one of indignation : ‘ Come on, then ! ’ — and 
imlly tnakes cUbrts, this Year, (piitc beyond expectation. 
‘ Oriflaramo Phitcrprises, private intentions of cutting Germany 
in Four; well, have not I smarted for them; as good as 
owned they were rather mad ? But to have my apology spit 
upon ; but to be myself publicly cut in pieces for them ? ’ 

March 16th, 17*44, Mo.st Christian Majesty did, as we saw, 
duly declare ’War against England; against Austria, April 
S6th : ‘ England,’ he says, ‘ broke its Convention of Neutrality 
^ (Emms di Fridirk^ iii* 41, 
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(signed STth September 1741); broke said Convention (as 
was very natural, no term being set) directly after Maillebois 
was gone ; England, by its Mediterranean Admirals and tbe 
like, has, to a degree beyond enduring, insulted the French 
coasts, harbours and royal Navy : We declare War on 
England.’ And then, six weeks hence, in regard to Austria : 
‘Austria, refusing to make Peace with a virtuous Kaiser, 
whom we, for the sake of peace, had magnanimously helped, 
and then magnanimously ceased to help; — ^Austria refuses 
peace with him or us ; on the contrary, Austria attempts, 
and has attempted, to invade France itself : We therefore, 
on and from this 26th of April 1744, let the world note it, 
are at War with Austria.’ ^ Both these promises to Friedrich 
are punctually performed. 

Nor, what is far more important, have the necessary 
preparations been neglected ; but are on a quite unheard-of 
scale. Such taxing and financiering there has been, last 
Winter : — ^tax on your street-lamp, on your fire-wood, increased 
excise on meat and eatables of all kinds : Be patient, ye poor; 
consider ghiTe^ and an Or^amme so trampled-on by the 
Austrian Heathen ! Eatables, street-lamps, do I say There 
is 36,000Z. raised by a tax on — well, on gar derobes (not 
translated) ! A small help, but a help : non olety non oleat. 
To what depths has Oriflamme come down 1 — ^The result is, 
this Spring of 1744, indignant France does, by land, and 
even by sea, make an appearance calculated to astonish 
Gazetteers and men. Land-forces 160,000 actually on foot : 
80,000 (grows at last into 100,000, for a little while) as 
‘ Army of the Netherlands,’ — ^to prick-into Austria, and 
astonish England and the Dutch Barrier, in that quarter. Of 
the rest, 20,000 under Conti are for Italy ; 60,000 (by 
degrees 40,000) under Coigny for defence of the Rhine 
Countries, should Prince Karl, as is surmisable, make new 
attempts there,* 

1 In Adelungf iv. 78, 90, the two Manifestoes given, 

* Adelung, iv. 78 ; Espagnac, ii^ 3. 
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AikI l)esi<lc\s all this, there are Two strong Fleets, got 
actually launched, not, yet into the deep sea, but ready for it : 
one in Toulon Harbour, to avenge those Mediterranean 
insults ; aiul l)urst out, in concert with an impatient Spanish 
Fleet (which has lain blockaded lierc for a year {)ast), on the 
insolent blockading English : which was in some sort doned 
'The other strong Fleet, twenty sail of the line, under 
Admiral Hociuefeuille, is in Brest Harbour,— hitendcd for a 
alill more delicate operation ; of which anon. Surely King 
Fri<‘drich ought to athnit that these are fine symj)t()ms ? King 
Friedrich has fiuely done so, all along ; intending to strike-in 
at the right moment. Ix^t us see, a little, how things have 
gone ; and how the right moment has been advancing in late 
months. 

Jammrt/ I7thj 1744. There landed at Antibes on French soil a young 
gentlarann, by name ^(-onte di Hinnelli/ direct from (*cnoa, from Rome; 
young gouiloman scenungly of Htuall imjxu’Uuico, btit intHnsically of 
consitiorahlu ; who hantened off for Paris, and there disappeared. Dis- 
appeare<l into subterranean constiltatioKW with the liigheHtOilicial people ; 
intending n*;ipp(‘;jraiice with iunphasiH at Durikirk, a few M'eeks hence, 
In much mom empiiatic posture. Aynl nil through F<d>ruary tliere is 
observable a brisk diligeiice of War-preparation, at Dunkirk: transport- 
shipi in quantity, fumlly four war-Hliips ; 1/i, ()()() chosen troops, gradually 
umrcliing In ; nearly all on board, with their e(pnpmeuis, by the end of 
the month* 

Clearly an Invading Army iniendtsi somewhither, England judges too 
well whither. AnthEuglish Armament ; to bo led by, whom thinks the 
reader? 'fhat same Hlonte di Hpinelli,* who is Charles Edward^ the 
Yotmg Pretender, --(hmte do Baxe commanding under him! Tliis is no 
fiilde ; it is a fact, Hommvhat formidable ; brought about, they say, by 
tme <*imliiud Tencin, an Official Person of celebrity in tbo then Versaillea 
world; who <mm his red hat (whatever such debt really be) to old 
Jacobite infl«ene,e, exerted for bim at Rome ; and takes this method of 


i Of lb Febnwry 1744.’ French and Spanish Fleets xm out; 2»d Feb. are 
attacked l^y Matthews and X*estock ; are rather beaten, not beaten nearly 
cnowgli {Umhem and Lestock blaming one another, Spaniards and French 
dltto» ditto: AdcUmg, iv. 32-35) with the endless janglings, correspondings, 
court-mtrlkMiigi that ensue (Ueatson, Mvai and Mt/i^arj^ Mmwirs, 1 197 et 
»p|. ; {Mirnmn's Maimmmt and Old New.spapers, for 1744; etc. etc.). 
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iws.ni; ^ » 4 mh% m %4 Im .mh.H iil 111# ui I 

I !.»*%"■« I 4**^4 .*! l;^ g'UuA, t*« 4 in^^Uil lli i»||ii lltii wllufr mi\ 

r:'*r« t,;^.,| «stj iU |||«i wf |W|i, llllil liiit |iti|« 

l.rHr. i»f lumm mil iif ||ti%i|i friplWlti* Wtril 

I. !r^ri3 ^i4r4 h^- ihp tii»|fir rcmi«mit«l 

«f m H %% it mkh, nifty Witiiw %Uit 

.i;s, ’ Ilf, mil 111*1 |,^, ^14^ Iwii^iiii. 

iiviii %hp if Hill tif llritAniiln niftiikitnlj it Iwwt til 

ii#j 4 'liiii ililriikl tVnptm, ftnil «(||ftt i »tir 8t«l iliit tlte| 

'! ' «wf «ililsflii llsit St lltii r«-»ti'»|tff«i>'tmi »i|«l8Pl. 

l#i M 4 tvk Fpf flfmfiy n w^tk |W't# ikm$ km !mw 

Imugmg In |lif» I li»iiiiii|^ mill Imvtritig to mil 

frit'* ih^A hf il?«9 mm flr#l fittlldf^l rii 4 f^iiiiil»y IiihI 

!tir. ' I * 51 l*rinir!i Flr^t* nluti^ni ifrimi filii|w ^ 

♦tslli l*ni# fi't 0 ,• ■'*,/*.■ Wtotiifinii tit II, wliirll IlflW lli»l 

ilanliirl ; |lsi> liilftiiiiifii -■’r;':-, ;, |» ^"nJI kinwil in IiIkIi i|iwrt#ri< 

1 'l 4 « k li^» gimut lliM|tiptoHtli» i ; itliirli Wliwii ll 

MSI i'linninftssil il»» I In ipirmiiktwir##* i|i# 

I li«isnfr44*V^’l» Wiwt to ft i|3n,|tot$r4 I?*ili4 ill will -'till CaiwI# tifi wltl 

|y» I 'l»#t|#!» muA «i«i ftliiii lliir»iii»#»li#ft miri'wi t l#r#iil ikni: 

In I mm «f ilmm^ nil In tj^nniiny ; m\ 

III# |p«i®i . ; ’4-.,r. ••- In immhm m liitini|i*ii Amwiiwni, C-<ifnto *lis t%*i 

m ftl Itonkw'li* miUrm Mftfcl* l«t J lltifty I»i*i|i|li«g llii 

ta/Hm, 'fMltiilsrnf’Sat iwwtily »lH|*|JHr'4i, fttlll ftlwml |CI,llt||| ||f il|t tlWII J *i 
|ft iw'IH4i|r llwr«i |l<M|wrtowil|p limiginn ftWnl |l'llllf»IIWii»| willi four ci: 
Ilk twpwly gffwii 4p|m'l»f4 for tii«»rr» Iniiiifilkt# |iwt«lioii 
iwi4 iiiifoairlm, Tn mmt «lilrlt| nlil 44iiiir»l Nnrrki nf 

fttiii till iwftiftpi# ilift N«m m.4il III# lift* luHto 4wiii|i itk ImA It 

r«illy imftm ilw«l him; hmfm li# ftr||| I## tiiftli'll fof UMtjuriVuUlu >- 


Iwil If Iwi Amvit 4 mil ^ 

• ilflf Mmmk. AII«riw»«Ni nf Mifrii /4li, tiiti Atliiilml Miirrk 

hmpktg It# mm #1 l#iigilt ll* #iito#ll*liif Hill #«|ti«iliiyi lJ4i«l it rtittiitl tin 
^mlh l%f#liiiiii I mm |l«it|ii#fotillfo Hwigtof, in foil liitt* wlltiii* fov 
«iil« I - «i4 ftl niii^ foto him I Hn, ri^iltr j iitl nl ntir#i fiii'; 

|*nli»4 «it *11 , A g'im% 'mm h$k% W'mmpf^tmt | bnl inir «W Mnrrk lliiitigli 
It ifttp III ihp » «i4* In ii« fttlil |*riii‘«*l rmmifoi, P'liyligli 

»*♦ si«i fmt mml,, mhmn thmm mm iWmi lli» **t>rt}i'‘'M»l»«r*l i 
lii#w #11 fttol hf innriiing vm i r««"iiif itorw ; lwi*l Itkiwi 

Ili^ii#ft4iil!# m%f mut nf l.l♦wl» w»l«» (frwIfoiMi nt liliii ii|*#ii tin 
ml I«iifil*lft4 C’#**it# 4* Trwipnrii Iwttiw 

ii|i|»fffi«»l fi« III iu lti»4* in fe«t| lt»il likiwi 

i:.r4rr|s4 hkUiuu, mI ihi IMM llrilfttltlfo wltli 

l« mm$%m 
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h Coaito de Saxe,— wlio had, by fcjuperlmman activity, saved 
nearly all lus men, in that hideous topsy-turvy of the Transports and 
inunitions,— returned straightway, and much more M. le Comte de 
Spincdli with him, to Paris. Comte de Saxe was directly thereupon 
imido Maruchal de France ; appointed to be Colleague of Noailles in the 
ensuing Netherlands ("ampaign. Comte de Spinelli went to lodge 
with his Uncle, the Cardinal Grand- Almoner Fite-James"' (a zealous 
gentleman, of influence with the Holy Father), and there in privacy to 
wait other chances that might rise. ^^The 1,500 silver medals, that had 
been struck for distribution in Great Britain,” fell, for tins time, into 
the melting-pot again.^ 

^ Great stir, in British Parliament and Public, there had latterly been 
on this matter; Arrestment of suspected persons, banishment of all 
Catholics ten miles from London; likewise registering of horses (to 
gallop with cannon whither wanted) ; likewise improvising of cavalry 
regiments by persons of condition, ^^Set our plush people on our coach- 
horses; tliere (Yes, them will bo a Cavalry,— inferior to General 
Ii5iethen*s 1) ; ^ and were actually drilling them in several places, when 
that fortunuie blast of sti^rm (March 0th) blew everything to quiet again. 
Fieldmarshal hhirl of Stair, in regard to the Scottish populations, had 
shown a mddo magnanimity ; which was recognised : and a General Sir 
John <^)pe rode oif, post-haste, to take the chief command in that 
<k>uniry ;-«where, in about eigliteen months hence, he made a very 
Hliinlng thing of itr-> ‘'rake this other Cutting from the Old News- 
papers : 

^ Priday 31#^ (20ih) Mumh 1744, A general press began for recruiting 
his Msyesty’s regiments, and manning the Fleet; when upwards of 1,000 
men were secured in the jails of London and Westminster; being 
allowed sixpence a head per diem, by the Commissioners of the Land- 
tax, who examine them, and send those away that are found fit for his 
Majosty^i service* llm same method was taken in each County.' Press 
ceiwes; enough being got,— press no more till farther order: 5th 
(lOtli) June/*^ 

Britannic Majcaty, ahalien by sucli omens, does not in 
person visit Germany at all this Year ; nor, by his Deputies, 
at all shine on the fields of War as lately. He, his English 
and he, diti indeed come-down with their cash in a prompt 
and manful manner, but showed little other activity this year. 

• Ttodal, xxi. aa (mostly a puddle of inaccuracies, as usual) j Espagtrac, i, 
313 j Gmlbman's Magamne, xiv. rod, etc. ; Barbler, ii. 382, 385, 388. 

s atntlmm's Magmine for 1744, pp. aad, 333. 
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'riinr ir0-ti|»« ^nr .'4lrrii4H lit tlic* Nrtlii’rlHiiilftf fiiiicn Winter 

lauf ; Iml Uv isi i'lt lihitni^liAt Witilr^ Ilf wliCHii Olli! ilM 

|irA?4 . lu irtujui jMUsrrl iLrUinrUi*?* ri*rtllitl AlWtrillllHi llllikr 
I 111 'I' iT au4 rrrtiiin Iliilrlit tiiitli’r wiititt tillter limit 

III i;o4 krii hal , ihr irliolr' iif iiiliirr !tliir4iat Wiicle’^i 

riiirf 4i4 un giiiwt m iiitltiiiig wlmlrirt. ^Inferior 

in fi^frr ! ' Miir4ial \\%ulr ilii iiitlnklit innnuprlotii nkl 

;• In|,:hlhit In in t'wiiiliitiliti iif lflHi|« : Mlifcrbr 

III ! * 4 rir»ii Im% i^hirll wipi |||»| lit fil^st i|llil§ ilw ClW€» 

.\mi wlirii hv iin.l'ilifHn tn liiinwlf, iiiirl 
iii}r%|«-4ir4 fnHit, hi% lir liiici lii/iimw nearly 

iliinlilr in finr*'*!, it lli«* wuni' ^ W'fute 

nlmiii In4rr4 mm Slinri'liA'I rk SiiM% IliW lit Httk rnminruu!, m 
H'p huA ulirilrr ill «ik |»lrtr«, uifnr ...big llierefroiii 

ilit^ ilr^trtirliaii Ilf tlir Jsrllirrlaialiit .fititl wiiilki atliniipt 

imlliiiig,. Whirli iintwl %%'ri^ |i«*r}taj»'^ pfiltliiit iitl tJie MiitilmLn 
jiiift, Mnr'li mm.n sjirivt| mill iiieit liiimgti till! |tlKitllc 

III llrrith fill llir t’liV nwiil^ m l»lv iHimilllg 111 lllC 

mfr Imt iml thi^ lra4, utriike nf tmtlle w.im gat out 

Ilf iliriii tiii*'l«''r lltH iilil .\| iliiil |it,’'rltH|in *a tlivitlmi 
riiiniimii4, ikuuKk irnimiml f’hirf; jiimr t4it 
Iifwi II iiriiil limt imarr^niHt iiiilhiiig tif Ilk lnwiii«« 

tlii’i? Ilf Itm’M’ ■Misiiii'' ... * ‘ ’Iniieriik af I tie KiigllHlti now 

kiro^ii ir* N'liinml Hl^lnrr ; ihi? lik* of wtioiiH till 
wiiliiii awl .fifty yeiirfi,i writ* not liriiitt of iiiiioiig 

nftliff N'filiiiiii, lyririiJ \\ lale ti*iirfiit ia.iilit» I o judge 

Ity III© way Hatr liim i»f liaiiilliiig Wmh^ »»y licit we tlifWik 
litiftwii lliiit H wa,t ntit Arrr in Kiigiaiid lilt trial cniiie on! 
lift tiji Imlti yotir ha.wli* aiai itonetti.l Waclci. 

i|i.iilr yti» 

Tki pmn^ ihikf if Wtitirmlmrff fffli o mkSeimf^ Jdmi md 
PMiiuiM 0 tiiil0 ftili I A|tfil lit» 

r«bn»n’ 7 ih, n*i. KmI Eugen, the pimg Duke of 

If.utrnilirrg. -^'Wotlrirh liftviiig golf front tiic Eiiistr, cio« 
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Oispcnsiiiion (vvnh^ (tiatis) for the yoinig genlluiuaiij and had 
him iledaixid Duke llegiuiat, thougli only sixteenj — quitted 
Berlin with great ponq), for his own Country, on that errand. 
hViedricli had hoped liereby to settle the Wiirteinberg matters 
on a good footings mul be sure of a Iriend in Wurtembnrg to 
the Kaisex" and himself. Which hope, like everybcKly’s hopes 
about this young gentleman, was entirely disappointed ; said 
young gtxitleman liaving got into perverse, haughty, sulky, ill- 
4X)ndilioned ways, and made a bad Life and Kcign of it, — 
betita^ t.o lie mostly hidchm from us henceforth, at least for 
many years to come. The excellent Parting luctter which 
Friedrich gave him got abroad into the world ; was christened 
the Mirror of Prhw(\% and greatly admired by mankind. It 
is indeed an almost fatdlless Piece of its kind ; comprising, in 
a flowing yet precise way, with admirable frankness, sincerity, 
sagacity, succinctness, a Whole Duty of Ilegnant Man;^ — 
but I fear it would only weary the reader; perfect advice 
having become so plentiful in our Epoch, with little but 
< pav(*meul/ to a certain lx)cality the couseciuence ! — 

There is, of the same months, a Tcdimmual io Pbllmtz^ 
which also got abroad and had its celebrity : this, as specimen 
of Pried ricli on tlie comic side, will perliaps be less afllicting ; 
and it will rid us of Pdllniti?, poor soul, on handsome terms. 

Cioldslick Ptdlnitz is at Baircuth in these months; fallen 
quite disconsolate siiu'c we last lieard of him. His fine 
marriage went awry,-^ rich lady, very wisely, drawing back; — 
and the foolish old creature has decided on rcchanging his 
religion ; whicli he has changed already thrice or so, in his 
vagabond straits; for the purpose of ^ retiring to a convent ’ 
this time. PritHlrich, in candid brief maiiner, rough but 
wise, and not without some kindness for an old dog one is 
used to, has ans wered, « Nonsense ; that will never do !’ But 
Pollnitss persisting ; formally demanding leave to demit, and 
Iay«(lowii the goldstick, with that view,— Friedrich does at 
* In (Emns d 6 FrMirie^ ix. 4-7* 
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wfigtii *iNiiii iiilii tVrlitiralr ui * wiiirli in dmwiiHiut 

witli *11 llir iiihI ilrNjHiiilpTl liiraiigh Eiclii*! to ilie 

jirti|'Nt?r liiifiiii ■, * l»ul lUtr iisicl tlicHigh 

«fflrMi!J)' \iili4* i» Ilf iiiiiui'i' ; {ii*rlifiji« iilrmlv kiiawu 

hi »'.iriiir ir'«iilrr» , giif iniw itir No «'' mill widely 

III ft liiiir. An iiiiltinilic «iiti|ib of 

FrWlririi ill lii#l kiml, hi*rr il itTiinilrly witli ciiily one 
tir fwti uliglil iitiridgjnrij|%* whivli iirr ilniinilrtt J 

* Wltsrvto 1^0 Itoiiit -dp I’.4liiii4, kirii «l lltrlifi^iit Ellin, if it 

*li|' iri«llipf * *4 lisiiir**! imtP-HlA mi Uw m ^Vti' kiiiiw* iil'it’»r llftvillg ifr¥l«l 

I Kif I #f m of tlm Xlfwiftiii 

» A Uu\m\ totlyl An tliw mtm riiiik, tlia 

liii-if pf ?i|»4ni In iiuiiliiif nf l,'"i4ontd, ihp tlpmmml Eftkw* tii lliiil of 
I Ilf iliiic m I "'I'liitntorlftim tlif Hiikii iif llniimwkk m 

|luk» i4 lirniiiir m Kn»i||n* «nir w Cdiiiiitliiirlftlll, 

4n4* III lln#, I'"* ft» liiftHil nf llm In «pite of 

4«’‘«"'«nn#l4'iniit Ilf iiMimnr#, Iwuiniii ili»gn»twt llio ftwfM J iinl 
m lArliiif , ti> »n|i|»nrl Itk tftnnl »*«*• 

* rwiii»f»WrlH|f lili ii}i|>Mii.iini In llio Hiniiif* in tilvorllii|| 

fpf y 0 fti» ii»ni ikff Einii onr iintl tlninff ilw Iniiitiuri 

»| tnit « ifiiti ilnrinn no^ lUnicit, mmud ri4n»« »in*li rin|iitwl ; buttle 

r#rllfy» tbi^ ml4 llftfon lin* nm'i^r rnliliMitl fin tit 

|iMi«swnr4» fininbl^r rnl |*nr»«i, wr thm filbtf iitroelly or lif»t 
ftl niir rwiifi i tn*l bft4 iiiiiliitiiiftt’'i| ; r:;t!rhs;ui!y bolwvloiir, 

itniliiiig iinl mm’P ibnn linin»»i um of ll«f iinl tftlriiiif lie liiw 

to«ii piiilownfl ft'iili ftl boll* j innlftliiiif llio objorl of llio ikiniiiit tlmt 1% 
rtirt#f4.4iii mmtkM by goiillo ; ftitlnwing, In llw iniitoir of 

#i|irl»lyi Umfhmvp» i'tnin»rU ; |ni«lnn,il flirklifiii rliiirily no fur w oftmi 
In ib# rkb Mn«kr'«ilnii4 llitl ii i* nipro I4tf»404 In giro lliwi to rtoiilvt; 

■ ^ofliiso'lly llio unorilotoft of iiiir vnriiiiii M«t»toni* o^oH’Inlly 

«if our worti-oiil lAimitiirioi i mnioring by lik iii#rllM» iiiictwry 

III 11 * 1 #*# »bo kno«fc' ln«n i ftn4, tritli » rtry Imtl b#«i, liftviiig ii vory goo4 
lip«,r|.. 

ftiigor Ibo Mibl Ikmn no%'or biinlliHl bill In iitiwtoiwly 

tiffliiliig ilio gr«ri» of mt Am-mtfmp for ulUmmJ * lint 

m lilt iorili^l lior# tbpir larrosi llw forww 

lli#tf IwfwrftPliwiiii, phtiitm by llw iiiiirttri llwlr fftiill«, W# 

« mm ilm C4«l nmiwl Wilr ; t»f wliw 

ill to Mimm'Pi md fr|^»ta ib«** i«Wi4ii ilmt nmp imhApt, 

filial In twf SlP|n«ii l*‘#it*lin’b| |.H«f wfil* ¥mI* t. |i* 4i#| 
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lire Willing to rover wit'h the veil of oblivion tbone of tbo said Baron ; do 
Itoreby grant liini,, with r<‘gret, the (.longoe ho requires j—and abolisli 
his Offiee alt.ogetluu*! blot it from men’s niemorvq not judging that 
anybody after the said Bamn enu be worthy to fill it. 

^ Done at Bolsdmn, tins Isi, of April iTdd. 


The Oflice of ({rand Master of the Ceremonies was, accord- 
ingl}% abolished altogether. But l*ollnitz, left loose in this 
manner, did not gallop direct^ or go at all, into monkhood, 
as he liad expecteil ; but, in fact, by degrees, crept home to 
Berlin again ; took the subaltern post of Chamberlain ; and 
fiusre, in the old faHlnon (straitened in finance, making loans, 
retailing am'cifotivs, not witty but the cause of wit), wore-out 
life's gray evening ; till, about thirty years hence, he died ; died 
as he had lived, swindling the very night before his decease,' 
writes bViedrich ; ^ who was always rattier kind to the poor 
old <log, tliough bantering him a good deal 


7\ih) CotiquesU for Pruma^ a gtueom and a mlid : Conquest 
Firsts Barherim the Dancer 

Early in May, the Berlin Ihiblic first saw its Barberina 
dance, and wrote ecstatic Latin h'pigranis about that miracle 
of nature and art ; ^—miracle, alas, not entirely omissible by 
ui. Here is her Story, m the Books give it; slightly mythical, 
I judge, in some of its non-t'ssential parts ; but good enough 
for the subject : 

Barberina the Daneer bad cost Friedricb some trouble ; the pains be 
took witb her elegant pironettingH and poussettinga, and the heavy 
salary be gave ber, are an um^%pected item in bis history* He wished 
to favour the Arte, yes ; but did he reckon Opera-dancing a chief one 
among tbam? He bad indeed built an Opera-House, and gave free- 
aclmiwwiows, Hupportiny; tbo cost himself ; and among his other govem- 


^ (Emr^Sf XV, X93. 

S' loiter to Vultairc, I3tb August 1775 ((Emr^s de Friditic^ xxiii 344)* Sec 
fmm, V, 241 {(/rM<tdm^mcJi}, the Letters of Friedrich to Pdllnitf, 

9 Rmknbeck, pp* in, 190. 
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iiigSj governed the dancer and singer troops of that establishment. Took 
no little trouble about his Opera: — yet perhaps he privately knew its 
place, after all. ^Wished to encourage strangers of opulent condition 
to visit his Capital,’ say the cunning ones. It may be so ; and, at any 
rate, he probably wished to act the King in such matters, and not 
grudge a little money. He really loved music, even opera music, and 
knew that his people loved it ; to the rough natural man, all rhythm, 
even of a Barberina’s feet, may be didactic, beneficial : do not higgle, 
let us do what is to be done in a liberal style. His agent at Venice, — 
for he has agents everywhere on the outlook for him, — reports that here 
is a Female Dancer of the first quality, who has shone in London, Paris 
and the Capital Cities, and might answer well, but whose terms will 
probably be dear. ^Engage her,’ answers Friedrich. And she is 
engaged on pretty terms ; she will he free in a month or two, and then 
start. ^ 

Well ; — ^But Barherina had, as is usual, subsidiary trades to her 
dancing : in particular, a young English Gentleman had followed her up 
and down, says Zimmermann, and was still here in Venice passionately 
attached to her. Which fact, especially whicb young English gentleman, 
should have been extremely indififerent to me, but for a circumstance 
soon to be mentioned. The young English gentleman, clear against 
Barberina’s Prussian scheme, passionately opposes the same, passionately 
renews his own offers ; — induces Barherina to inform the Prussian agent 
that she renounces her engagement in that quarter. Prussian agent 
answers that it is not renounceable ; that he has legal writing on it, and 
that it must be kept. Barherina rises into contumacy, will laugh at all 
writing and compulsion. Prussian agent applies to Doge and Senate on 
the subject, in his King’s name ; who answer politely, but do nothing : 
^ How happy to oblige so great a King ; but — And so it lasts for 
certain months ; Barherina and the young English gentleman contuma- 
cious in Venice, and Doge and Senate merely wishing we may get her. 

Meanwhile a Venetian Ambassador happens to be passing through 
Berlin, in his way to or from some Hyperborean State ; arrives at some 
hotel, in Berlin ; — ^finds, on the morrow, that his luggage is arrested by 
Royal Order ; that he, or at least itj cannot get farther, neither advance 
nor return, till Barherina do come. ^ Impossible, Signor : a bargain is a 
bargain; and States ought to have law-courts that enforce contracts 
entered into in their territories.’ The Venetian Doge and Senate do now 
lay-hold of Barherina ; pack her into post-chaises, oflf towards Berlin, 
under the charge of armed men, with the proper transit-papers, — as it 
were under the address, ' For his Majesty of Prussia, this side upper- 

^ Zimmermann, Fragments Uber Friedrich ckn Grossen (Leipzig, 1790), i, 
88-92 ; Collmi, ubi infra; Denina; etc. ; compaie Rodenbeck, p. 191. 
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most/— ana tlms slm actually is convoycMl^ date or montli aixcertam, by 
IntiHprtick or tbo Bplugen, i cannot say which, over mountain, over 
valley, from e(»untry to country, and from Hta|:^o to stage, till sho arrives 
at llerlin ; Ambassador with baggage having been let go, so soon as the 
affair was Been to be safe. 

As for the young Etiglish gentUmiian i)assi()nately atta(‘hed, he followefl , 
it is understood, faithful, e^onstant as shadow to the sun, always a stage 
behind ; arrived in Berlin two hours after his Bar!)eriua, still passionately 
attached ; and now, as the rumour goes, was threatening even to marry 
her, and so save the xnatter* Snprenudy indifferent to my readers axxd 
me. But here tnw is tlu‘ circumstaiuie that makes it mentionahlo. The 
young English is px*operly a yotmg Scotch gentleman ; James Mackenzie 
the name of him, —a Orandsorx of the celebrated Advocate, Sir George 
Markenzie; and younger Brother of a personage who, as Earl of Bute, 
became extremely consi)i(nioiis in this Kingdotn in after years. That 

makes it mcutionahle, if only in the shape of myth. For Friedrich, 

accordhig to rumour, being still like to lose his Dancer in that manner, 
warned the yoting g<‘ntleman’s friends ; and had him peremptorily 
summoned home, and the liglit fantastic too loft free in that respect. 
Which procedure the indignant yo\ing gentleman (thinks my Author) 
never forgave ; continxung a hater of Friedrich all his days ; and instil- 
ling the same sentiment into the Earl of Bute at a period which was very 
critical, as we shall see. This is my Authors, the often fallacious though 
not mendacioui Dr. I^immormann's, rather deliberate accouut ; a man not 
given to mendacity, though filled with much vague wind, which renders 
him fallacious in hi«torical points. 

Eeitders of Walpole's (^earyd the Third know enough of this Mackenzie, 
* KarFs Brother, MacMmi// and the sorrowful dilliculties about his Scotch 
law-ol®ee or benefice; in which matter ^Macklnsy' Imhaves always in a 
liigh way, and only the Ministerial Outs and Ins higgle pedlar-like, 
vigilant of the liberties of England, as they call them. In the end, 
Maekinsy kept his law-office or got it restored to him ; 2,0Q0L a year 
without excess of work ; a man much the gentleman, according to the 
rule then current; in contemplative rare moments, tlie roan, looking 
back tlirough the dim posterns of the mind, might see afar of a certain 
pirouetting Figure, once far from indiferent, and not yet quite melted 
into cheeriesa gray smoke, as so much of the rest is— -to Mr. Mackinsy 
and ui. I have made, in the Scotch Mackenzie circles, what inquiry 
was due; find no evidence, but various likeliboods, that this of the 
Barberina and him is fact, and a piece of his biography. As to the 
inference deduced from it, in regard to Friedrich and the Earl of Bute, 
on a critical occasion,— that rests entirely with Zimmermann ; and the 
candid mind inclines to admit that, probably, it is but rumour and con- 
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jecture; street-dust sticking to tke Doctor’s shoesj and demanding merely 
to be well swept-out again. Heigbo ! — 

Barberina^ tbougb a dancer^ did not want for more essential graces. 
Very sprightly^ very pretty and intelligent ; not without piquancy and 
pungency : the King himself has been known to take tea with her in 
mixed society^ though nothing more ; and with passionate young gentle- 
men she was very successful. Not long after her coming to Berlin, she 
made conquest of Cbcceji, the celebrated Chancellor’s Son ; who finding 
no other resource, at length privately married her. Voltaire’s Collini, 
when he came to Berlin, in 1750, recommended by a Signora Sister of 
the Barberina’s, found the Barberina and her Mother dining daily with 
this Cocceji as their guest : ^ Signora Barberina privately informed 
Collini how the matter was ; Signorina still dancing all the same, — 
though she had money in the English funds withal ; and Friedrich had 
been so generous as give her the fixing of her own salary, when she came 
to him, this-side-uppermost, in the way we described. She had fixed, 
too modestly thinks Collini, on 5,000 thalers (about 750/,) a year ; having 
heart and head as well as heels, poor little soul. Perhaps her notablest 
feat in History, after all, was her leading this Collini, as she now did, 
into the service of Voltaire, to be Voltaire’s Secretary. As will be seen. 
Whereby we have obtained a loyal little Book, more credible than most 
others, about that notable man. 

At a subsequent period, Barberina decided on declaring her marriage 
with Cocceji ; she drew her money from the English funds, purchased a 
fine mansion, and went to live with the said Cocceji there, giving-up the 
Opera and public pirouettes. But this did not answer either. Cocceji’ s 
Mother scorned irreconcilably the Opera alliance ; Friedrich, who did 
not himself like it in his Chancellor’s Son, promoted the young man to 
some higher post in the distant Silesian region. But there, alas, they 
themselves quarrelled; divorced one another; and rumour again was 
busy. ^Yon, Cocceji yourself^ are but a schoolmaster’s grandson 
(Barberina, one easily supposes, might have a temper withal) ; ^ and it 
is I, if you will recollect, that drew money from the English funds I’ 
Barberina married again ; and to a nobleman of sixteen quarters this 
time, and with whom at least there was no divorce. Successful with 
passionate gentlemen; having money from the English funds. Her 
last name was Grafinn — I really know not what. Her descendants pro- 
bably still live, with sixteen quarters, in those parts. It was thus she 
did her life-journey, waltzing and walking ; successfully holding her own 
against the world. History declares itself ashamed of spending so many 
words on such a subject But the dancer of Friedrich, and the authoress, 


^ Collini, Mon Sijour aupr}s de Voltaire {h. Paris, 1807), pp. 13-19. 
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prime or proximate^ of Collmxs Voltaire, claims a passing remembi*ance* 
Let us, if we can easily help it, never speak of her more. 


Conquest Second is Ost-Friesland, of a solid Nature 

May S5tli, 1744, just while Barbeiina began her pirouet- 
tings at Berlin, poor Karl Edzard, Prince of East Friesland, 
long a weak malingering creature, died, rather suddenly; 
childless, and the last of his House, which had endured there 
about 300 years. Our clever Wilhelmina at Baireuth, though 
readers have forgotten the small circumstance, had married a 
superfluous Sister-in-law of hers to this Karl Edzard; and, 
they say, it was some fond hope of progeny, suddenly dashed 
into nothingness, that finished the poor man, that night of 
May 25th. In any case, his Territory falls to Prussia, by 
Reich’s Settlement of long standing (1683-1694); which 
had been confirmed anew to the late King, Friedrich Wilhelm : 
— we remember how he returned with it, honest man, from 
that Kladrup Journey in 1732, and was sniffed-at for bring- 
ing nothing better. And in the interim, his royal Hanover 
Cousins, coveting East Friesland, had clapt-up an Erhvei'- 
hriiderung with the poor Prince there (Father, I think, of the 
one just dead) : ‘ A thing ultra vires^ argued Lawyers ; 

^ private, quasi-clandestine ; and posterior (in a sense) to 
Reich’s Conclusum, 1694.’’ 

On which ground, however, George n. now sued Friedrich 
at Reich’s Law, — ^Friedrich, we need not say, having instantly 
taken possession of Ost-Friesland. And there ensued arguing 
enough between them, for yeai’s coming ; very great expendi- 
ture of parchment, and of mutual barking at the moon (done 
always by proxy, and easy to do) ; which doubtless increased 
the mutual ill-feeling, but had no other efiect. Friedrich, who 
had been well awake to Ost-Friesland for some time back, and 
had given his Official people (Cocceji his Minister of Justice, 
Chancellor by and by, and one or two subordinates) their 
precise Instructions, laid hold of it, with a maximum of 

VOL. IV. 2 I 
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promptitude; thereby quashing a great deal of much more 
dangerous litigation than Uncle George’s. 

all Germany, not excepting even Mecklenburg, there had been no 
more anarchic spot than Ost-Friesland for the last sixty or seventy years. 
A Country with parliamentary-life in extraordinary vivacity (rising 
indeed to the suicidal or internecine pitch, in two or three directions), 
and next to no regent-life at all. A Country that had loved Freedom, 
not wisely hut too well I Ritter Party, Prince's Party, Towns’ Party ; 
— always two or more internecine Parties : False Parliament you, 
ti'aitors !” False traitors!” — The Parish Constable, by 

general consent, kept walking; but for Government there was this of 
the Parliamentary Eloquences (three at once), and Freedom’s battle, 
fancy it, bequeathed from sire to son! ^^The late Karl Edzard never 
once was in Embden, his chief Town, though he lived within a dozen 
miles of it.” — ^And then, still more questionable, all these energetic little 
Parties had applied to the Neighbouring Governments, and had each its 
small Foreign Battalion, protect us and our just franchises!” 

Imperial Reich’s-Safeguard Battalion, Dutch Battaliou, Danish Battalion, 
— Prussian, it first of all was (year 1683, Town of Embden inviting the 
Great Elector), hut it is not so now. The Prussians had needed to be 
quietly swift, on that 25th day of May 1744. 

^And truly they were so ; Cocceji having all things ready; leading 
party-men already secured to him, troops within call, and the like. The 
Prussians, — Embden Town-Councils inviting their astonished Dutch 
Battalion not to he at home, — marched quietly into Embden ^^next 
day,” and took possession of the gims. Marched to Aurich (official 
metropolis), Danes and Imperial Safeguard saying nothing ; and, in 
short, within a week had, in their usual exact fashion, got firm hold of 
chaotic Ost-Friesland. And proceeded to manage it, in like sort, — with 
effects soon sensible, and steadily continuing. Their Parliamentary-life 
Friedrich left in its full vigour: ^^Tax yourselves; what revenue you 
like; and see to the outlay of it yourselves. Allow me, as Landes^ 
Merr, some trifle of overplus : how much, then } Furthermore a few 
recruits, — or recruit-money in lieu, if you like better !” And it was 
astonishing how the Parliamentary vitality, not shortened of its least 
franchise, or coerced in any particular, hut merely stroked the right way 
of the hair, by a gently formidable hand, with good head guiding, sank 
almost straightway into dove-life, and never gave Friedrich any trouble, 
whatever else it might do. The management was good ; the opportunity 
also was good. In one sitting, the Prussian Agent, arbitrating between 
Embden and the Ritters, settled their controversy, which had lasted fifty 
years.” The poor Country felt grateful, which it might well do ; as if 
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fbr the laying of goblins^ for the ending of long-continued local typhoon I 
Friedrich’s first Visit, in 1751, was welcomed with universal jubilation ; 
and poor Ost-Friesland thanked him in still more solid ways, when 
occasion rose.^ 

^ It is not an important Country : — only about the size of Cheshire ; 
wet like it, and much inferior to it in cheese, in resources for leather 
and live-stock, though it perhaps excels, again, in clover-seeds, rape- 
seeds, Flanders horses, and the flax products. The clear overplus” it 
yielded to Friedrich, as Sovereign Administrator and Defender, was only 
3,200/. ; for recruit- 6,000/. (no recruits in cor pore) ; in all, little 
more than 9,000/. a year. But it had its uses too. Embden, bigger 
than Chester, and with a better harbour, was a place of good trade ; and 
brought Friedrich into contact with sea-matters ; in which, as we shall 
find, he did make some creditable incipiencies, raising expectations in 
the world ; and might have carried it farther, had not new Wars, fat 
worse than this now at hand, interrupted him/ 

Friedrich was at Pyrmont, taking the waters, while this of 
Friesland fell out ; he had gone thither May SOth ; was just 
arrived there, four days before the death of Karl Edzard.^ 
His Officials, well pre-instructed, managed the Ost-Friesland 
Question mainly themselves. Friedrich was taking the waters ; 
ostensibly nothing more. But he was withal, and still more 
earnestly, consulting with a French Excellency (who also had 
felt a need of the waters), about the French Campaign for 
this Season: Whether Coigny was. strong enough in the 
Middle-Rhine Countries; how their Grand Army of the 
Netherlands shaped to prosper ; and other the like interesting 
points.® Frankfurt Union is just signed (May £ 2 d). Most 
Christian Majesty is himself under Avay to the Netherlands, 
himself going to command there, as we shall see. Good!’ 
answers Friedrich : ‘ But don’t weaken Coigny, think of Prince 
Karl on that side ; don’t detach from Coigny, and reduce his 
60,000 to 40,000!’ 

Plenty of mutual consulting, as they walk in the woods 
there. And how profoundly obscure, to certain Official 
parties much concerned, judge from the following small 
Document, preserved by accident : 

^ Ranke, iii. 370 -S 2 . 2 Kodenbecfc, p. 102 . ® Ranke, iii. 165 , 6 
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Lyttelton four old Soissons Friend, now an Official in Prince 
Fred’s Household, friend of Pitt, and much else) to hu 
Father at Hagley 

Argyle Street, London, ‘May 6tli(16tliV 1744. 

^Dear Sib, — M r. West^ (Gilbert West, of whom there is still some 
memory) ^ comes with us to Hagley ; and, if you give me leave, I will 
bring our friend Thomson too' — oh Jamie Thamson, Jamie Thamson, 
oh I ^His Seasons will be published in about a week's time, and a most 
noble work they will be. 

have no public news to tell you, which you have not had in the 
Gazettes, except what is said in Private Letters from Germany, of the 
King of Prussia's having drunk himself into direct madness, and being 
confined on that account ; which, if true, may have a great efiFect upon 
the fate of Europe at this critical time,' Yes indeed, if true. ^ Those 
Letters say, that, at a review, he caused two men to be taken out of the 
line, and shot, without any cause assigned for it, and ordered a third 
to he murdered in the same manner; but the Major of the regiment 
venturing to intercede for him, his Majesty drew his sword, and would 
have killed the Officer too, if he, perceiving his madness, had not taken 
the liberty to save himself, by disarming the King ; who was immediately 
shut up ; and the Queen, his Mother, has taken the Regency upon her- 
self till his recovery/ Papce! do not give you this news for certain ; 
but it is generally believed in town. Lord Chesterfield says, ^ He is 
only thought to be mad in Germany, because he has more wit than other 
Germans.' 

The King of Sardinia's Retreat from his lines at Villa Franca, and the 
loss of that Town ' (20th April, one of those furious tussles, French and 
Spaniard versus Sardinian Majesty, in the coulisses or side-scenes of the 
Italian War-Theatre, neither stage nor side-scenes of which shall con- 
cern us in this place), ^certainly bear a very ill aspect: but it is not 
considered as' — anything to speak of; nor was it. ^We expect with 
impatience to know what will be the effect of the Dutch Ambassador to 
Paris,' — (to Valenciennes, as it turns out. King Louis, on his high errand 
to the Netherlands, being got so far; and the ^effect' was no effect at 
all, except good words on his part, and persistence in the battering-down 
of Menin and the Dutch Barrier, of which we shall hear ere long). 

* I pray God the Summer may be happy to us, by being more easy than 
usual to you,' — dear Father, much suffering by incurable ailments. ^ It 
is the only thing wanting to make Hagley Park a Paradise. 

^ Poor Pope is, I am afraid, going to resign all that can die of him to 
death;' — did actually die, SOth May (10th June)^ a world -tragedy that 
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too, thougli in small compass, and acting itself next door, at Twick- 
enham, without noise ; a star of the firmament going out ; — ^twin-star. 
Swift (Carterefs old friend), likewise going out, sunk in the socket, ^a 
driveller and a show/ * * am, with the truest respect and affection, 
dear Sir, your most dutiful Son, — George Lyttelton/^ 

Friedrich returned from Pyrmont, 11th June; saw, with a 
grief of his own, with many thoughts well hidden, his Sister 
Ulrique whirled-away from him, S6th July, in the gray of the 
summer dawn. In Berlin, in Prussia, nobody but one is aware 
of worse just coming. And now the War-drums suddenly 
awaken again ; and poor readers, — ^not to speak of poor 
Prussia and its King ! — ^must return to that uncomfortable 
sphere, till things mend. 

^ Lard Lyiteltoffi's Miscellaneotis Works {hoxid. 1776), iii. 318. 
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